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I’m a King’s Kid
Birthday Celebration Guide

We are God’s children! 1 John 3:2

This outline provides several ideas for celebrating the birthday of a 
child in your Sunday school or Christian day school setting. Choose 
one or more of them to create a brief, but meaningful celebration 
each time someone in your group has a birthday. This will reinforce 
the truth of God’s love for his children. It will also help everyone in 
your group appreciate and honor the birthday person. Be sure to use 
the Bible Message and Prayer each time you celebrate. Then choose 
from among the snack, song, and activity suggestions to make each 
birthday celebration unique to the birthday child.

If you celebrate children’s birthdays jointly once a month, be sure to 
have enough supplies on hand to recognize each child. Modify the 
text below to accommodate all of the names of birthday children for 
that month, and sing the King’s kid birthday song that you choose in 
a round (splitting your class into two or more groups), with a different 
child’s name each time the first group starts the song again.

If the children in your group enjoy books, go ahead and read I’m a 
King’s Kid! (Item #KKD2SC) each time you celebrate a birthday. You 
can also select a few pages (for example, pages 12–15) to read, so the 
children can memorize the words over the course of the year.

If you have ideas for how we might make future events even more 
useful in your setting, be sure to let us know! You may email us at 
editor@CTAinc.com.



Opening Bible Message
Welcome everyone and invite the birthday child to stand. Introduce the child with words 
like, Today is a special day for (child’s name). It’s (his/her) birthday! Sing a celebration song 
together. (See song options below.)

Birthdays are so special. We celebrate the day we were born, and we celebrate the many 
ways in which we are growing. But even more important, we can celebrate being part of 
God’s family! Open your Bible to 1 John 3:2. Listen to what the Bible tells us: “We are God’s 
children!” That makes us kids of the King! 

Read the book I’m a King’s Kid (Item #KKD2SC) to the class. Help the group review the 
following idea: Because Jesus died for us, we belong to God’s family. God is our Father; 
we are “King’s kids.” Jesus died on the cross to make this possible. Because of the cross, 
our sins are gone, erased! Now, Jesus helps us live as children of God. Just like children 
become more and more like their earthly parents, so God’s children become more and 
more like our heavenly Father. We love and forgive others. We help people in need. We 
share God’s love with everyone around us! 

Present a copy of the book I’m a King’s Kid to the birthday child. Encourage him/her to read it 
often as a reminder of Jesus’ amazing love.

Songs
Depending on the age of the children you serve, you may want to sing the same song each 
time you celebrate a birthday. Younger children will enjoy singing when they know the words 
and feel certain of the melody. Older students may like to sing a different song each time, 
for variety. Consider printing the lyrics onto chart paper for children who can read, and try 
singing each song as a round with older children. Choose from the following songs:

Happy Birthday (tune: “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”)

1. Hap . . . hap . . . happy day,
Happy day to you!
You are Jesus’ special friend!
And a King’s kid, too!
2. Hap . . . hap . . . happy day,
Happy day to you!
You are Jesus’ special friend!
And you’re our friend, too!

I’m a King’s Kid
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Happy Birthday to Our Friend (tune: “Frère Jacques”/“Are You Sleeping?”)

Happy birthday, happy birthday
To our friend, to our friend!
You are a true King’s kid, you are a true King’s kid!
Happy day! Happy day!

Cheer Today! (Tune: “Mary Had a Little Lamb”) 

Note: You will want to explain that at the end of this song everyone will erupt into cheers. The 
happy noise will continue until the adult leader raises two fingers as a signal to be totally quiet. 
Practice so that everyone understands. 
Let’s all give a cheer today,
Cheer today, cheer today!
Let’s all give a cheer today!
(Child’s name)’s birthday’s here!
Everyone stomps, jumps, shouts, and cheers together until teacher signals for quiet.

Activities
Choose one or more of the birthday celebration activities below. Consider the group’s abilities 
and interests, as well as any time constraints. Don’t forget to celebrate summer birthdays 
before school dismisses for summer break! Every child should have the opportunity to 
celebrate being a King’s kid!

Birthday Books
Make a simple “Birthday Booklet” for each child. Fold a 9" x 12" piece of construction paper in 
half to create a cover. Staple plain white paper into the booklet; you will need as many pages 
as there are children in your group. For example, if there are 10 children, add 10 pages to each 
booklet. Label each booklet with a student’s name so that each student has a booklet. Have 
enough I’m a King’s Kid foam ornament kits (Item #HBJXCO) or scratch-art decoration sets 
(Item #KKD2CO6) so each student can have one.
Each time you celebrate a birthday, bring out the “Birthday Booklets.” Give an I’m a King’s Kid 
ornament kit to the birthday child, and let the child decorate it and glue it to the front cover 
of the booklet. Tell the other children they will make this kind of cover on their own birthdays.
As the birthday child creates a cover, ask other members of the group to decorate a page in 
their own booklets in honor of the birthday child. Help non-readers print the birthday child’s 
name at the top of a new page. Suggest that students draw pictures of things the birthday 
child enjoys (for example, dinosaurs, rainbows, apples and peanut butter). Older students can 
add simple statements to their drawings in honor of the birthday child, statements like, “Tony 
is a good friend” and “Bethany is great at basketball!”
When the birthday child has completed the booklet cover, he/she will go from classmate to 
classmate to see the page decorated in her/his honor. 
Keep the birthday books in the classroom. At the end of the year, send the completed books 
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home with the students. By then, everyone should have decorated a cover and accumulated a 
collection of drawings with which to remember their classmates—all, each, and every one of 
them kids of the King!

King’s Kid Friends’ Card
Download the free birthday card template from www.CTAinc.com/FREE and print it on 
construction paper or cardstock. Ask the classmates of the birthday child to decorate the 
card with pictures and their names. Have I’m a King’s Kid crown-shaped cookie cutters (Item 
#KKD2KS) on hand, with plastic plates holding small amounts of paint in different colors. 
Show children how to dip the cookie cutters carefully into the paint and use them to stamp 
crowns all over the “friends’ card,” either scattered or as a border on each side. When the paint 
has dried, present the card to the birthday child as a surprise from friends, the other King’s 
kids who care about him/her.

Congratulations Crown
Order a classroom supply of I’m a King’s Kid crown party hats (Item #KKD2CT6). Before the 
birthday party, ask the other children in the class to draw or write happy messages on the 
inside surface of the crown, adding their signatures to their birthday greetings. Present the 
crown to the birthday child at the beginning of your party; let them wear it all day and take it 
home.

Alternatively, let classmates of the birthday child draw their messages on the crown 
throughout the class on the day of the party. At the end of the session, present the crown to 
the birthday child. 

Make the King’s Kid Smile
To play this game, begin with the birthday child seated on the “throne”—a chair, perhaps 
decorated with colorful crepe paper streamers or balloons. Explain that long ago, earthly 
kings had many serious responsibilities. They worked very hard and their work was often 
dangerous. Many of them added jesters or jokers to their court. These jesters had one job: help 
the king smile or even laugh, taking the king’s mind off his heavy responsibilities.
The goal of this game if you’re the king is to keep from laughing. If you’re a jester, your goal is 
to get the king to laugh. 
Invite the children, one at a time, to come before the throne to make the birthday child smile. 
Explain that “jester” children may not touch the birthday child or say any words. Silly faces and 
actions are permitted. Limit attempts to ten seconds. Whoever succeeds in getting the king to 
smile or laugh can take a turn at being the next “king.” 

Snacks
King’s Kid Crown Cookies
Order one I’m a King’s Kid cookie cutter (Item #KKD2KS) for each child in your group. You’ll 
want to have one for yourself, too. Bake crown-shaped cookies to celebrate each child’s 
special day. Present a cookie cutter to the birthday child, adding the suggestion that he or she 
use it to make cookies at home as a reminder that the King of everything has made us his very 
own children. (Hint: Very young children may be encouraged to use the cookie cutter as they 
play with play dough.)
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King’s Kid Compliments
Students may bring a special treat from home for the class to enjoy as they celebrate a 
birthday. As the children share their snack, invite one child at a time to say something positive 
about the birthday child. You may need to coach young children by giving examples like 
these: “Joey shares toys;” “Audrey draws good castles.”
After each compliment is given, the entire class can say together: “(Birthday child’s name) is a 
King’s kid!”

Birthday Prayer
Ask children to bow their heads and pray, Dear Jesus, our King and Savior, thank you for 
our friend, (birthday child’s name). Bless her/his birthday celebration today. Let each day 
in his/her new year be a blessing! Help (child’s name) live to honor you, remembering she/
he is a King’s kid—your child. In your name we pray, Lord Jesus. Amen.
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