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“We are God’s masterpiece.  
He has created us anew in Christ Jesus,  

so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.” 
Ephesians 2:10 

 

God has a unique plan for your life 
There are ways God wants to use you to show His kindness to people 
around you.  He’s placed you where you are, and wired you like He 
wanted, for maximum impact.  It’s all part of His plan from “long ago.”   
 

Many miss out on God’s plan, for lots of reasons.  We might think…  
1. “Other people are more qualified; I don’t feel capable.” 
2. “Other things are keeping me occupied; I’m too busy.”  

 
When I recognize my true condition… 
We’re all in the same boat…every person without exception.  Here’s 
what’s true about me:      
 

 I’m stuck in the ditch and unable to get out by myself. 
“Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD.”   Psalm 130:1 

 

 I’m desperate for the mercy of Someone more powerful.   
“Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears be attentive to my cry for 
mercy.”  Psalm 130:2 

 

 I’m guilty before the Lord. 
“If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand?” 130:3   

  
When I consider the Lord’s amazing rescue… 
The Bible repeatedly highlights the dramatic change God’s forgiveness 
makes possible for all of us.  It’s the ultimate before & after pictures. 
 

Before:  “If you kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand?” 
After:  “But with you there is forgiveness.”  Psalm 130:3 
 

Before:  “Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.” 
After:  “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ.”  Ephesians 2:3-5 

Before:  “No one can ever be made right with God by doing what 
the law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are.”   
After:  “But now God has shown us a way to be made right with 
him…We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus 
Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who 
we are.”  Romans 3:20-22 

 

Before:  “Our lives were full of evil…and we hated each other.”  

After:  “But—when God our Savior revealed his kindness and 
love, he saved us, not because of the righteous things we had 
done, but because of his mercy.” Titus 3:3-5 

 

My response:  “Lord, I will honor and serve you!”    
When we consider that someone has done for us what we could never do 
for ourselves, and it’s radically changed our lives, we’re never the same.  
We never forget.  We always live with a profound sense of gratitude.   
 

There’s a natural outflow that comes from realizing we’ve been forgiven.   
“So that we can, with reverence, serve you.”  Psalm 130:4 

 

The secret to high impact:  
Grasping the wonder of God’s forgiveness 

 

We don’t serve in order to earn God’s mercy. 
We serve because we’re profoundly grateful for God’s mercy. 

 

 His mercy is an outflow of His unfailing love. 
“Put your hope in the Lord, for with the LORD is unfailing love.” 130:7 
 

 His mercy includes a restored relationship. 
“With him is full redemption.” Psalm 130:7 
 

 His mercy covers every sin (no exceptions). 
“He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.” Psalm 130:8 

 

Action steps: 
When we really grasp the Lord’s amazing mercy, excuses disappear:   
1.  We know we’re included as members of God’s family; he can use me!  
2.  We have profound gratitude for his grace; we’re eager to serve Him.  
 

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 
You can watch today’s message—and previous ones—at gracecma.org (media) 


