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The Executive Directors of which International organization has approved a 
$39.5 million CARE Project to bolster climate action in South Asia?

World Bank

Asian Development Bank

International Monetary Fund

Global Environment Facility



CLIMATE ADAPTATION AND RESILIENCE FOR 
SOUTH ASIA (CARE) PROJECT

The World Bank Board of Executive Directors approved a $39.5 million 
CARE Project to bolster climate action in South Asia. 

WHY IN NEWS



More about the Index

The Project will build resilience to climate threats and disasters by sharing 
regional data and knowledge.

It will help in developing regional standards and guidelines for 
infrastructure, and promoting climate-resilient policies and investments.

It will fund a public domain platform known as Regional Resilience Data 
and Analytics Service, with information about weather hazards, climate 
variability, and sector- specific data to help policymakers assess climate 

risks. 



It will also assess climate impacts in districts across Bangladesh, Nepal, and 
Pakistan to support agriculture, livestock, water, and transport. 

The $39.5 million CARE project includes a $36 million grant from the 
International Development Association and $3.5 million from the Program 

for Asia Resilience to Climate Change.

CARE will work with two regional organizations, the Regional Integrated 
Multi-Hazard Early Warning System for Africa and Asia (RIMES) and the 

Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC).



Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early 
Warning System for Africa and Asia (RIMES)

It is an intergovernmental institution for the generation and application of 
early warning information.

RIMES evolved from the efforts of countries in Africa and Asia, in the 
aftermath of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami.

RIMES build capacity of its Member States in the end-to-end early warning 
of tsunami and hydrometeorological hazards.

It operates from its regional early warning center located at the campus 
of the Asian Institute of Technology in Thailand.

India is a founding member and currently chairs RIMES Council.



Asian Disaster Preparedness Center 
(ADPC)

It is an intergovernmental organization that works to build the resilience 
of people and institutions to disasters and climate change impacts in Asia 

and the Pacific.

Established: 1986

Headquarter: Bangkok, Thailand.

ADPC is governed by its nine founding member countries: Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, China, India, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, and 

Thailand



PETERSBERG CLIMATE DIALOGUE 

11th session of Petersberg Climate Dialogue was held via video conferences for 
the first time due to COVID-19 pandemic.

The virtual XI Petersburg Climate Dialogue was co-chaired by Germany and the 
United Kingdom (UK) and was attended by about 30 countries including India.

WHY IN NEWS



Basic about Petersberg Climate Dialogue 

It was launched in 2010 by Germany after failed climate negotiations at 
the 2009 Copenhagen Summit.

It is an informal annual meeting of the high-level ministers and 
representatives of various countries that enables them to have 

constructive exchanges on the issues of international climate actions.

The co-chair of the Climate Dialogue is the country presiding over the next 
conference of United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC).

The UK is the incoming Presidency of the 26th CoP of UNFCCC



On which of the following can you find the Bureau of Energy Efficiency Star 
Label? (UPSC 2016)

1. Ceiling fans

2. Electric geysers

3. Tubular fluorescent lamps

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

1 and 2 only

3 only

2 and 3 only

1,2 and 3



BEE: STAR RATING PROGRAMME 

Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) launched star rating programme for 
Deep Freezer and Light Commercial Air Conditioners (LCAC)

WHY IN NEWS



More about news

Star Labelling Program was formulated in 2006 by the Bureau of Energy 
Efficiency, under the Energy Conservation Act, 2001.

It provides informed choice to consumers through display of energy 
performance labels on high energy use equipment & appliances and lays 

down minimum energy performance standards.

A star rating, ranging from 1 to 5 in the ascending order of energy 
efficiency is provided to products registered with the Bureau. An 

endorsement label is also provided for some products. 





Through launch of these two new appliances under voluntary regime, 26 
appliances would now be covered under this program. 

10 mandatory appliances: Room Air Conditioners, Frost Free Refrigerators, 
Tubular Florescent Lamp, Distribution Transformer, Room Air Conditioner 

(Cassettes, Floor Standing), Direct Cool Refrigerator, Colour TV, Electric Geysers, 
Variable Capacity Inverter Air conditioners, LED Lamps.

Voluntary appliances: Induction Motor, Pump Sets, Ceiling Fans, LPG -Stoves, 
Washing Machine, Computer (Notebooks/Laptops), Ballast (Electronic/ 

Magnetic), Office equipment’s (Printer, Copier, Scanner, MFD’s), Diesel Engine 
Driven Mono-set Pumps, Solid State Inverter, DG Sets, Chillers, Microwave Oven, 

Solar Water Heater, Deep Freezer, Light Commercial Air Conditioners. 



ARCTIC OZONE HOLE 

A rare hole that had opened up in the ozone layer above the Arctic got 
closed recently. Similar low ozone levels occurred in the Arctic in 1997 and 

2011.

WHY IN NEWS



More about news
An analysis of data from the Copernicus Sentinel-5P satellite show that 

ozone levels reached their lowest point at 205 Dobson units.

A major reason for the 2020 Arctic ozone hole is that polar vortex during 
winter was "incredibly strong and persistent" this year. 

Later on, Polar Vortex split due to rising temperature with onset of 
summer, allowing ozone-rich air into the Arctic led to healing of the ozone 

hole. 

Dobson Unit is the most common unit for measuring ozone
concentration. Over the Earth’s surface, the ozone layer’s average 

thickness is about 300 Dobson Units or a layer that is 3 millimeters thick.



Polar Vertex

The polar vortex is a large area of low pressure and cold air surrounding 
both of the Earth’s poles. It always exists near the poles but weakens in 

summer and strengthens in winter. 

Term "vortex" refers to counterclockwise flow of air that helps keep 
colder air near the Poles. 

This led to frigid Arctic air staying mostly locked in the Arctic, rather than 
wobbling around and spilling extremely cold air into places like the U.S. 
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This stable, profoundly cold air (below -78°C) allowed formation of Polar 
Stratospheric clouds (PSCs). PSCs create conducive environment for 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) to react with sunlight, which then makes 

chlorine, the chemical that ultimately destroys ozone. 

Moreover, robust polar vortex prevented ozone-rich air from other 
regions from washing into the Arctic, which kept ozone levels depleted.
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