


Static Electricity Bottle 
 
Purpose:  observation 
   static electricity 
 
Materials: plastic bottle, tissue paper, Styrofoam  
 

 
 
Directions: Tear the tissue paper into little pieces and 
put it in the bottle.  Also break up the Styrofoam into 
small pieces and put it in the bottle.   

Glue on the lid.  Briskly stroke the bottle on the 
carpet, your hair, or a wool sweater.  What happens? 
 
Variations: Cut tissue paper into the shape of 
butterflies or birds.  It will look like they are flying! 



Magnetic Bottle 
 
Purpose: exploration 
  magnetic attraction 
 
Materials: plastic bottle, grits or rice, 18” string, 
magnet, variety of small objects magnets will attract, 
such as pins, nails, paper, clips, toys, etc. 
 
Directions: Fill the bottle 2/3 full with grits or rice.  
Put in the different objects and then glue on the lid.  
Tie one end of the string to the 
neck of the bottle and tie the  
magnet to the other end.  Move 
the magnet along the side of the 
bottle to attract the objects.   
 
Variations: Put paper clips in a 
bottle and fill it with water.  Let 
the children attract the paper clips through the water 
with a magnet. 
   

Put small magnetic letters in a bottle. 
 



Wave Bottle 
 
Purpose:  observation 
   relaxation 
 
Materials: plastic bottle, food coloring, baby oil 
 

 
 
Directions: Fill the bottle 2/3 full with water.  Add 
several drops of food coloring.  Fill the bottle to the 
top with baby oil, and then glue on the lid.  Slowly move 
the bottle on its side to create waves.  Shake the  
bottle up and then observe as the oil and water 
separate. 
 
Variations: Use vegetable oil and blue food coloring. 
   Add glitter or small plastic toys. 



Smelly Bottle 
 
Purpose:  sensory awareness 
   odor recognition 
 
Materials: plastic bottle, large nail, potpourri 
 
Directions: Poke holes around the sides of the bottle 
with a nail.  Pour 2 cups of potpourri in the bottle and 
screw on the lid.  Shake up the bottle to activate the 
smell. 
 
Variations: Make other smelly bottles by putting a 
few drops of extracts (lemon, 
strawberry) and flavored oil 
(coconut, baby) on cotton balls 
and placing them in bottles.  
Screw on the lids.  Children 
shake the bottle, open, smell, 
and then screw the lid back on.  
(Hint!  Water bottles with 
retractable spouts work well.) 
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