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1) Ambassador Hank Cooper August 16, 2016—Water, Water Everywhere, Nor 

Any Drop to Drink: 

 

I again encourage our readers to consider at least the Executive Summary of the 

NIAC report, including for its abbreviated recommendations. A note of caution is 

that the conditions considered by the NIAC did not include the impact of a major 

shutdown of the electric power grid — which would assure catastrophic 

consequences, currently of indefinite duration. 

 

When considering the impact of losing the water-wastewater sector, it is easy to 

understand why members of the EMP Commission testified that such a major 

loss of the electric power grid — which would lead to the loss of the water-

wastewater sector and other key critical infrastructure — could lead to the death 

of most Americans within a year. 

 

Clean water is vitally important for survival — and having sewage begin to back 

up within a day or so of lost power will lead to conditions that cause life 

threatening diseases. Chaos and societal collapse would no doubt follow the 

extended loss of water and wastewater, unless the current situation is rectified. 

 

As with the Ancient Mariner, “Water, water everywhere, nor any drop to drink . . .” 

Unless we fix this mess, we too will deserve to have an albatross wrapped 

around our collective neck. 
 
2) Lawmakers meet in Chicago about the electric grid: 
 

But former news anchor turned author Ted Koppel told the audience the attacks 

are much more likely and devastating than the utilities admit and no one is ready 

for the worst case scenario. 

Koppel is the author of "Lights Out." He said, “This isn’t Ted Koppel saying it, this 

is Ted Koppel quoting the former head of the national security agency.” 

South Florida lawmaker Richard Stark called the session eye opening, “Instead 

of being pro-active and planning, we tend to wait until there is a disaster.” 

Koppel and others say a lengthy grid outage would strain food and fuel supplies 

as well as everything else that we take for granted. 

Russia, China and the U.S. all have the capabilities to take out the other’s grids, 

but not the will. But defense experts say North Korea or ISIL may lack the 
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capability but not the will, and may someday have the capability to cause major 

electrical outages. 

3) How a 1967 Solar Storm Nearly Led to a Nuclear War: 

Air Force officials initially assumed that the Soviet Union was responsible. Such 

radar jamming is considered an act of war, so commanders quickly began 

preparing nuclear-weapon-equipped aircraft for launch. (These newly scrambled 

aircraft would have been "additional forces," according to the study authors; the 

U.S. kept nuke-bearing "alert" planes aloft pretty much continuously throughout 

the 1960s.) 

"This is a grave situation," Knipp said. "But here's where the story turns: Things 

were going horribly wrong, and then something goes commendably right." 

Those additional forces never launched. So what happened? Solar forecasters at 

the North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) — a joint U.S.-

Canadian effort that looks out for incoming missiles and other possible threats — 

and elsewhere figured out that the flare, not the Soviets, had disrupted the 

radars. (The U.S. military had begun keeping tabs on solar activity, and its effects 

on Earth, in the 1950s; by 1967, NORAD was getting daily updates on the 

subject, study team members said.) 
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