
PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIANITY
HOW ONE DISCUSSION GROUP STARTED

The group called ‘Something for the Spirit’ was begun early in 2005,
centering on a group of people associated with Ewing Memorial Uniting
Church, Burke Road, East Malvern.

Over a few years there had been occasional speakers and study groups at
Ewing, where ideas of a progressive Christian nature were aired. For
example, we had read Michael Morwood’s ‘Is Jesus God?’, then invited
Michael to come and speak to us.  These discussions attracted church
people and those with a loose association to the church, but who were
seeking a clearer and more contemporary understanding of Christianity.

In 2005, with the support of our minister, I invited anyone with such an
interest to come to my home on one Sunday in the month to explore what
a contemporary Christianity might be like.  The format was simple.  We
would have some initial input for consideration, followed by discussion.
I assumed responsibility for the content, (with help from others),
beginning with printed excerpts from books, a tape or CD of a speaker,
sometimes a video or DVD excerpt.  We chose to read and discuss
Marcus Borg’s ‘Heart of Christianity’ over four months. Bishop John
Spong, Karen Armstrong, and writers of the Westar Institute and Jesus
Seminar have formed a basis for our discussions.

We meet in the home, from 5 – 7 pm on the third Sunday of the month,
with wine, soft drink and nibbles available. Catering is simple, not the
main point of the evening; ‘bring something if you feel like it, otherwise
just come’.  This does however provide a friendly, informal atmosphere
in which people easily feel part of the group.

The group was six to begin with, and grew steadily during the first year to
a maximum of 26.  Attendance is usually 15-20 people.

A weekday afternoon group has begun for some who find that time more
suitable.

In the future it is hoped to develop shared leadership of the group.

Lorna Henry


