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The Calibre 752 Omega Constellation 
 

During the height of the Swiss watch 
crisis in the late nineteen-seventies, 
strange things are said to have 
happened at Omega. Omega 
management - hitherto unyielding 
conformists to a discipline of correct 
process, order and Germanic 
precision - was baffled to the point of 
stupefaction by the enormity and 
rapid onset of the quartz and throw-
away watch phenomenon.  With the 
benefit of hindsight, this appears to 
have led to some poor and at times 
very curious decision-making that 
affected the integrity of the 
Constellation name, the company’s 
manufacturing ethos and in the long 
term the market status of the brand. 
 
The Omega Constellation 366.0857 
was a child of these confusing times.  
This model was powered by the non-
chronometer calibre 752, and, along 
with the release of other calibre 10xx 
non-chronometer models, it 
represented an extraordinary 
departure from the basic tenets of the 
Omega Constellation brand narrative.  
As flagship marques of the Omega 
family, all previous Omega 
Constellation models were certified 
chronometers adjusted to achieve the 
highest testing bureaux citation – that 
of achieving “especially good results”.   

 
In mitigation of the decision by Omega management to no longer seek chronometer certification of 
most of its mechanical Constellation range, it must be remembered that results achieved by quartz 
movements completely shifted the precision and accuracy goalposts. Omega’s invention of the Marine 
Chronometer 398.0836 in 1974 had achieved precision and reliability numbers that outgunned anything 
a mechanical chronometer could muster, and even cheap Japanese quartz movements could achieve 
better results than their increasingly redundant mechanical counterparts.  
 
It must have appeared elementary and sensible to decision-makers at Omega to drop the labour-
intensive and costly process of adjustment and certification on mechanical movements. There was just 
no point anymore.....or so it seemed.  The 366.0857 is from a time capsule of events that ultimately led 
Omega’s bankers in 1981 to contemplate the unthinkable and propose selling off the Omega brand and 
assets to the Japanese. Fortunately Nicholas Hayek came along and prevented such an atrocity from 
occurring!   
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The calibre 752 integrated bracelet model 
was produced for less than twelve months 
between 1978 and 1979 and was 
earmarked for the Asian market, 
particularly Japan where Omega enjoyed 
strong penetration and loyalty.  The brand 
had always been popular amongst the 
wealthier segments of Far Eastern markets 
and so it wasn’t at all unusual for Omega to 
be exporting, possibly dumping, 
mechanical timepieces into the heartland of 
one of its most formidable industry 
competitors.  
 
Further, this model was produced three 
years after the last calibre 751 models had 
run their course. It was also the very last 
75x series movement ever to power any 
Omega model, and represents the 
swansong of one of the most famous 
automatic series (starting with the base 
calibre 550) that Omega ever produced. 
 
In conversations about the cal 752 
Constellation that I had with the Omega 
Museum while Marco Richon was still at 
the helm, it was speculated that this 
release effectively represented a clear-out 
of excess inventory of 752 movements and 
integrated bracelet cases. This appears to 
be a plausible explanation because most 
examples I have seen have serial numbers 
in the thirty-two to thirty-four million range, 
dating the movements to the early to mid 
nineteen seventies.  It was explained to me 
that it would be a simple matter to produce 
a series of dials and stamp the model 
numbers on blank integrated model case 
backs. Further, it would have represented 
a very cost-effective means of generating 
income for the cash-strapped Omega 
company while at the same time 
eliminating stock that had been 
superseded by the calibre 10xx series.  

 
There were a number of dial styles available in the 366.0857 including deep blue and maroon.  The 
production numbers of this model were relatively small, and I have encountered around half a dozen 
examples over the last five or six years.  So, given the terrain covered by the worldwide web, you could 
assume that this model is uncommon.   
 
The 24 jewel calibre 752 powered a range of Seamaster Cosmic, Geneve, De Ville and Geneve 
Dynamic models. As mentioned earlier, it is a high-value movement directly descended from the 
famous mid-500 series of calibres. The only difference to the chronometer grade calibre 751 is that it 
was not adjusted and sent off for chronometer certification. 
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Is the 366.0857 collectible?  I think that anyone collecting the integrated bracelet series would probably 
want to have an example in their collection for three reasons. Firstly, it is an uncommon model 
produced for less than twelve months. Secondly, it is the last mid-500 series calibre to ever appear in a 
Constellation.  Thirdly, for those who collect ‘last of’ models, the non-certified Constellation represents 
the encore appearance of a calibre from the famous mid-500 family of calibres and thus the passing of 
an important horological milestone not only for the Omega brand, but also for production watch 
manufacturing in general. So, yes I think it is. 
 
If you are looking for a genuine original version of this model, be aware of the Oriental tendency to take 
full and creative advantage of the interchangeability of Omega cases and parts. I have seen a number 
of franken-watches featuring the 366.0857 case number powered by movements that are identified as 
calibre 751.   If you chance upon a calibre 752 model, match it against the following checklist: 
 

• The rotor bridge should only have the “twenty Four Jewels” stamp; 
• The movement should be stamped 752 on the train bridge; 
• The dial will read “Constellation” followed by “AUTOMATIC”; 
• Genuine dials should not have the Constellation star - the non-star variety being consistent with 

the Constellation third design phase ; 
• Dials containing the words “Officially Certified” or “Chronometer” must be viewed as suspect; 
• Despite the Omega Vintage Database entry indicating that the 752 was a chronometer, it was 

not; 
• The case finish is identical to that of calibre 751 integrated bracelet models. 

 
The movement of the calibre 752 model opposite (with 
a dial consistent with the model’s non-chronometer 
status) features the words “Adjusted to five (5) 
positions and temperature, however a quick glance of 
the movement shows signs of the rotor bridge having 
been replaced. Notice the difference in hue of the rotor 
when compared with other parts of the movement. 
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As mentioned earlier there are 366.0857 
models that have been ‘tarted up’ to look 
like a calibre 751 chronometer. The 
watch opposite has the original dial 
without the chronometer star but has 
been refinished incorrectly with white 
instead of silver lettering and with the 
extra “Officially Certified and 
“Chronometer”. The train bridge at least 
has been replaced as the movement is 
marked calibre 751.  Some vendors 
clearly, albeit mistakenly, believe that 
transforming the watch into a calibre 751 
chronometer with the usual markings will 
attract a better price. 
 
In reality, franken versions have the 
opposite effect of reducing the 
collectability and value of these 
uncommon and historically interesting 
models. Further, such transformations 
would, arguably, improve the value of 
untouched examples by reducing the 
available supply. 
 
The picture below can be used as a 
reference for genuine dials.  

 


