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Omega Synchro-Beat 
 
 
 
 
 
                History 

 
  Omega Synchro-beat (dead-second complication) 
chronometers from the 1950s are one of the more 
controversial of Omega vintage collectibles. They are 
contentious for two reasons: the number of pieces still in 
existence, and, once that is settled, arriving at some idea 
of the intrinsic worth of these pieces.  

 
 The Synchrobeat complication was designed and tested 
by Herni Gerber in 1951. The prototype movements were 
based on the 30 T2 SC, and featured a double third 
wheel and a ‘whip’ controlling the independent seconds. 
In the prototypes, a constant seconds sub-dial was 
situated above six o’clock, and it’s speculated that it was 
there as a precision check for the independent centre 
seconds. While the 30 T2 SC were used as guinea pigs 
to test this new “Seconde Morte” complication, the  28mm 
calibre 28 SCS PC AM RG SCS (372)  was constructed 
for commercial release on the base of the ultra-thin 
calibre 360 and appeared in case 14.306 (not marked as 
such) the  following year.   
 
The second morte complication in the 372 followed the 
basic design of the prototype, with a whip and pinion 
working with a double third wheel mounted with a 
hairspring. A sweep wheel delivered the jump seconds 
effect.   “Adjusted Five (5) Positions and Temperature” 
was stamped on the whip bridge, which sat below the 
sweep second cock, both obscuring most of the train 
wheel bridge.  An RG regulator was chosen, a popular 
choice with collectors now, but not necessarily regarded 
as accurate as a swan neck because of the end shake 
potential of the regulator screw. 
 
Doxa and Werber brought out dead second complications 
using a base Chezard calibre 7400. Chezard was 
probably the largest and most successful producer of 
wrist movements with the seconde morte complication. 
Based in the town of the same name, Chezard was part 
of the Ebauches SA consortium from 1937 until 1969 
when production ceased.  Remarkably, Panerai got hold 
of an inventory of new old stock calibre 7400s dating from 
the mid nineteen-fifties, finished the blanks in Geneva 
waves and fitted them to the 160-piece limited edition 
Radiomir Independent in 2001.   
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Jaeger Le Coultre also brought out jump seconds versions, and the Rolex ‘Tru-Beat’, with a very similar design to 
the Synchrobeat, was in the stores from 1953 onwards.  The ‘Seconde Morte’ complication, which had been 
around since the late 1700s, became the horological zeitgeist of the early nineteen-fifties, quickly to turn into an 
horror-logical embarrassment for at least Omega and Rolex.  Evan Morgan reports that Tru-Beats sent to Rolex 
service agencies for repair were stripped of the complication. And, of course, we know that the Synchrobeat had a 
relatively short shelf-life because of what Omega described as “lubrication problems”, but what could be more 
realistically attributed to bad design causing wear issues for both the pinion teeth and whip-end in some calibre 
372s.   
 
Myth or Fact? 
 
This Synchrobeat model has long-interested me, as I have seen a half a dozen of these watches in less than four 
years (and know the whereabouts of another three in collections, one of which is an uncased movement) and 
have encountered at least a dozen in auction catalogues and other sources over twenty-five years (or more) of 
collecting.   If myth and rumour are anything to go by, I have stumbled upon almost the entire number of these 
watches existent in the universe! So, let’s explore the origins of the ‘rarity’ argument in an effort to establish 
whether or not the “seventeen pieces in existence” legend stands up to scrutiny.  
 
Most, but not all calibre 372 will have OXG stamped on the balance cock, which confirms they were manufactured 
primarily for the US market, OXG being the US importer’s code for Omega movements. The first written mention I 
can find of the wholesale recall of the calibre 372 (other than seventeen pieces) is in the Omegamania catalogue 
of 2007. Clearly this information was derived from Marco Richon’s magnum opus having been printed, but not 
released at the time of the Omegamania auction.  
 

 
 
 



©  Text Desmond Guilfoyle 2011 http://omega-constellation-collectors.blogspot.com/   May not be reversioned or hosted on any site without permission 
3 

 

The claim is said to have come from a retired Norman Morris Corporation sales manager, in his dotage and more 
than forty years after the event. NMC was the official US agent at the time.   It is hearsay not supported by 
documentation, and because it is in print (see page 193, Omega: a Journey through Time) it is very difficult to 
challenge.  The Omega Museum appears to have a record of 720 pieces being exported to the US, however it 
does not have a record of the numbers being returned to Switzerland, as far as I can establish and relies on the 
comments of the NMC salesman in respect to the disposal of any pieces returned to Bienne. What happened to 
the other 280 pieces of the batch of 1000 movements is not clear, but at least the majority of them were most 
likely to have been scrapped. 
 

Also, the Omega museum does not have any paper 
evidence, such as correspondence to owners, 
advertisements announcing a recall, bulletins to 
service agents or communications from the Norman 
Morris Corporation that corroborate a total recall by 
NMC, nor is there any substantiated proof of the 
destruction of the movements and cases.  What is 
clear is that a stop was placed on their manufacture 
after the production of 1000 pieces. 
 
The synchrobeat featured in national advertising 
campaigns initiated by NMC in 1953 and early 1954. 
The dead-seconds novelty would have captured the 
imagination of retailers and watch aficionados, 
particularly after national advertising and distribution, 
and it is most probable the bulk of the inventory sent 
to the US was sold prior to any major problems 
occurring with the model.  As a comparison, the "no-
name" Constellation was nationally advertised in 1952 
in the US and all initial 500 pieces were sold within the 
space of a matter of months. They, too, were a high-
end chronometer, the gold models priced at around 
the same level as the Synchrobeat.  

 
If issues emerged with the Synchrobeat, it is 
reasonable to assume that there was a time lag 
between purchase and mechanical failure. The 
duplicate third wheel, pinion or ‘whip end’ would not 
have failed immediately because lubrication would 
have slowed down the friction wear of the offending 
parts, at least to a point. While it is understood that 
lubrication did migrate, one can easily imagine that it 
was later in the commercial life span of the 372 when 
wear to the complication in some watches reached the 
point of requiring the attention of Omega service 
agents. This helps explain why the movement was in 
commercial circulation in 1953 and 1954. 
 
There is, in fact, no reason to assume catastrophic 
failure of the calibre 372, as most of the examples to 
surface in recent years have been in working order. 
Further, it is very difficult to believe that NMC 
orchestrated a total recall of these pieces, because 
recalling watches is not a practice that most watch
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companies favour. The norm in the fifties and sixties, as it is now, is to wait until the customer fronts with a 
problem and to resolve it then, either by offering a replacement or, more than often, substituting the offending 
parts with up-graded parts. Rolex followed this path with the Tru-Beat, where, in typical Rolex fashion, it is 
reported that the complication was simply removed and the ‘serviced’ watch sent back to the customer.   
 
In terms of brand maintenance and impression management, it makes no sense at all that NMC would seek to 
identify all purchasers of the 372 Synchrobeat and issue a recall, either repaying the retail price of the piece or 
offering a substitute. It is my belief that NMC would have followed the normal Swiss protocols and instructed 
authorised dealerships to offer owners of watches brought in for repair either full repair or replacement. A request 
for unsold stock may have also been made at the time, but after more than fifteen months of advertising and 
retailing Synchrobeats, it beggars belief that many pieces would have been returned (Perhaps only seventeen?).   
 
Shipments of new calibres were always accompanied by a spare parts inventory and it is highly likely that some 
owners would have chosen the repair option.  Further, if there was a replacement, rather than recall, option, I 
believe it would have been for a finite period, and owners who did not front up with problems would have been 
none the wiser.  
 

One speculation is that perhaps 
the alleged recall was done at the 
NMC’s dealer network level and 
not on a national level, but is that 
likely given industry practices at 
the time? In the US of the 
nineteen-fifties, most members of 
NMC’s national dealer network 
were Main Street and suburban 
watchmakers and Jewellers with 
repair facilities on the premises, 
often mom and dad operations or 
family businesses.  There were a 
few larger retail jewellers in major 
cities that may as a matter of 
course have kept a register of the 

name and address of their customers for their own purposes, but the bulk of the Norman Morris network were 
smaller stores that, arguably, would not have keep such detailed records.    
 
The practice in the forties and fifties, as it remains today, was to fill out the Omega guarantee booklet with the 
model number, serial number, name (but usually not address of the purchaser), name of merchant and date of 
sale as shown in the above 1950s example.  The guarantee certificate was an owner’s passport to warranty 
repairs anywhere in the world and it was the owner’s responsibility to keep the guarantee safe.  Inventory control 
in those days was primitive and it is reasonable to assume that the records of most smaller outlets were probably 
focussed on stock churn, rather than maintenance of a customer register.  Therefore, I do not believe that 
authorised Omega agencies would have had enough information or indeed the inclination to mount a localised 
recall. 

 
Another aspect to contemplate is the $375.00 cost of the Synchrobeat, considered serious money in 1952. With 
such a major investment in a solid gold watch, it was the custom of the times to reserve such ‘fine’ pieces for wear 
on special occasions and reserve wrist time for social functions, Sunday church and the occasional visit to the 
relations. Thus, the time span for potential failure could have stretched into many years, rather than months. One 
exception may have been doctors who purchased the Synchrobeat to more accurately take the pulse rate of their 
patients. While speculative, it isn’t hard to imagine that it was the heavy users who may have approached their 
Omega retailers with complaints about the second sweep function of the watch and who were given the choice of 
repair or replacement. 
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 So, in essence, while the reported recollections of 
a retired Norman Morris sales manager have now 
turned into folklore, there is no evidence to show 
that only seventeen pieces escaped a total recall. 
In fact, there is no evidence to suggest there was a 
recall, other than perhaps from unsold retailer 
inventory. The claim that the pieces were rapidly 
taken off the market is incorrect. They were on the 
market for at least fifteen months and the majority 
had most probably been sold. The seventeen 
pieces claim is unsustainable.  Given the numbers 
of pieces that have surfaced over the years, it is 
mathematically impossible for only seventeen 
pieces to have survived.   
 
The only solid piece of evidence upon which to rely 
is the Omega record of 720 pieces having been 
shipped to the US. Therefore, it is a reasonable 
judgement to make (given the absence of evidence 
to the contrary and considering documented 
industry practices of the time in place to deal with 
manufacturing or design faults) that hundreds, 
rather than tens, of Synchrobeats are in circulation.  
 
Price/Value 
 
So what is the price/value proposition for a vintage 
Omega Synchrobeat? Vintage watch prices are 
based on perceptions of supply: numbers, novelty, 
association with famous figures, demand, and in 
the case of watches, horological importance. In 
terms of horological importance, the calibre 372, 
we know, was an early attempt at miniaturising a 
jump seconds complication for a wristwatch and 
was retired as a calibre because of design and 
lubrication issues. So, in horological terms, the 
watch is not important, and compared with the 

Chezard calibre 7400 it could be considered as decidedly inferior. However, it can be regarded within the Omega 
collecting community as horologically novel because of its history as one of Omega’s few post-war design 
failures.   
 
Currently, if the expressions of zeal for the calibre on watch fora are anything to go by, demand is strong amongst 
the so-called ‘knowledgeable’ strata of Omega collectors, and it is fuelled by the “myth of seventeen”.  Given that 
the claims of a retired Norman Morris sales manager are unsupportable, given that Marco Richon had cause to 
question the claims in the years following publication of Journey, and given the possibility of hundreds of pieces 
being in circulation, one imagines that demand based on the myth of seventeen will be tempered over time.   
 
Omega Synchrobeats are worth what anyone will pay for them, as evidenced by the whopping 36,500 CHF 
realised for item 63 in the Omega-mania, now often referred to as the Omega-Hysteria, auction of 2007. I have 
argued in other essays that Omega-Mania should be discounted as a price guide because of the pre-auction 
celebrity-littered hype, silent bidding by Omega and other questionable practices, so any price realised at Omega-
Mania can be taken with a grain of salt and be considered as unrepresentative of broad collector sentiment. 
Recently on eBay, a Synchro-beat in relatively good condition, but with a refinished dial, fetched 5,100 USD (Item 

The ‘offending’ and incorrect reference appearing in Omega, a Journey 
through Time 
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number 290551324574), whereas another redialled Synchrobeat with a BIN price of double that amount on eBay 
failed to sell. The recent eBay auction 220795032857 featuring a Syncrobeat with a genuine dial passed in at 
$8,366 USD failing to reach the reserve, so, arguably, if there were no attempts at shill bidding, someone, 
somewhere was prepared to pay at least that amount. But, once again, the spectre of the mythical seventeen 
pieces was invoked in the description. 
 
It is impossible to compare apples with apples as far as the Omega Synchrobeat is concerned.  Apart from the 
101x and 102x series of calibres that received what I believe to be unwarranted and generally uniformed bad 
press, the Omega Synchrobeat is the only major horological failure registered in Omega’s post-war history, and 
that includes recent problems with the Piguet-based 33xx calibres. So novelty, beyond all other reasons, will drive 
collector interest in this piece.  
 
If I were to hazard an opinion on the true value of an original Omega Synchrobeat, taking into consideration the 
gold content of the case, debunking of the myth of seventeen, considering the poor horological reputation of the 
piece, estimating the numbers of ‘informed’ collectors who would want an example of a failed series in their 
collections, and speculating on the numbers who would collect for reasons of novelty and history  – in other words 
a fully informed 2011 marketplace – I would probably arrive at an estimation of between USD 3500 to 5000, 
depending on condition. However, the wild card is the value individual collectors may place on working examples 
of the Synchrobeat. For if we believe all of the negative press in respect to its design, there should be very few 
working examples in existence, and, yet, almost all, if not all, of the dozen or more examples to have emerged 
over the past four years have been working. An anachronism, or further evidence that the movement did not fail 
catastrophically, and thus supporting the contention that many more, maybe hundreds more, may never have 
been presented to Omega dealerships for repair? 
 
I have collected the serial numbers of pieces that have surfaced since the Omegamania auction and do not have 
a record of those I have observed prior to that time. The first five digits of the Synchrobeat production run were 
12,201, and, hence, the last three numbers are those that distinguish each example. The numbers to have 
surfaced are, in order, 064, 159, 178, 205 (no case), 284, 329, 459, 495, 627, 704, and 718. I know of a further 
example in Los Angeles and an uncased model in the UK, but owners have been reluctant to provide serial 
numbers. 
 
Thankyou to those who have volunteered serials. If you have an example, I would be happy to include pictures 
and information in this essay. 
 


