
All you need to know 
about Precis Writing

Essay Series Part 6



What is precis writing?
- Mini portrait of any passage
- It retains the essential gist of the passage
- It is a summary of a longer passage
- One needs to retain: the ESSENTIAL POINTS + mood and tone of the author 

in the passage
- It should ideally be 1/3rd of the length of the original passage
- One MUST understand the soul of the passage



What does a precis predominantly check?
- Your understanding of the passage
- Your understanding of the underlying theme, agenda, tone of the passage
- It wants to gauge whether you have grasped the passage or not



Some things you should avoid while scripting 
your precis:

- Avoid LONG winding sentences
- Always remember repeating things is a cardinal sin
- Abstain from mentioning your personal comments, opinions, remarks, 

indictment- rather leave them at home
- Don’t be judgemental
- Avoid writing a simple summary
- Do not copy paste important sentences
- Try to retain the author’s view point



Always focus on the following:
- Kick start your precis by  highlighting the main idea of the passage
- Exclusively focus on the necessary points
- Learn and master the art of compressing a lengthy passage
- While retaining the important concepts, key words, important data
- Eliminate superfluous details and retain the soul/ essence/ crux of the 

passage
- Retain key words, data used in the passage
- Remove rhetoric, repetition 
- AVOID Idioms and Phrases + Quotations (anything used to beautify/ as a 

purple patch) + Illustrations and examples 



How to solve a precis writing question:

Follow the 3 step model

Read----------> Expunge-----------> Write



Read:

- Search and look for the soul/ essence of the passage
- Underline the main words and portions

Expunge:

- Remove sentences, words and lines that present the same meaning

Write



Steps to be followed:
Step 1:

Read and understand the passage

Step 2:

- Brainstorm the main points
- Plan your presentation; flow of ideas

Step 3:

Compose the precis

Step 4: REVIEW and CHECK whether your precis and passage convey the SAME 
IDEA and MEANING



Ingredients of a good precis:
1. Clear, concise, precise; don’t beat about the bush
2. It should be written in the writer’s own words
3. It should retain the meaning and tone
4. It should be SHORTER than the passage
5. It MUST have a logical order; it should be in sink with the flow of the passage
6. It should preferably be written in 3rd person reporting style
7. You should make a mental note of the sequence of events in the passage



Let’s Practice

Attempt a precis of the given passage in one-third 
of its length. Do not suggest a title. Write as far as 

possible, in your own words. (15 Marks)



There is no better illustration of human folly than the narrative of Sheikh Chilli. 
Who in India is not aware of the story of this incorrigible fool who chose to ignore 
the sane advice of a passer by of not cutting the same branch on which he himself 
was sitting. Obviously fools fail to learn from others’ experiences and pay a heavy 
price in the process. They have use neither for their own intelligence nor for that of 
others. They live in their own world, while apparently they may be in the middle of 
a group of people.

Fools by nature are enemies of thinking, both reflective and prospective. They 
never doubt their intelligence, are cocksure of their sense of judgement. They 
think they are benefactors of society and are anguished that the world falls to 
negotiate their talent. All fools possess a degree of impatience in their desire to 
make the world realise their worth, wishing to improve its lot by setting a personal 
example before it. They are sure that the folks around them lack an innate sense 
of discretion and require to learn from them.



Fools have been immortalized by literature across the world. Like Sheikh Chilli’s account in 
India, the legend of Don Quixote, the fictional Spanish knight, is equally famous in the West. 
he is known for thriving in a make-believe world where he is the lone saviour of humanity. 
The good thing is that these self proclaimed samaritans often inhabit the world of 
imagination, limiting their capacity to cause damage to the real world and producing in the 
process hilarious effects through their irrationality. But there are instances when such fools 
have come to occupy the centre stage of history. Their actions then had disastrous effects 
on our welfare as well as on our existence. We all know how people like Hitler brought the 
world to the brink of destruction through their disastrous leadership. The condition of the 
world continues to be precarious and its future insecure due to foolish scientists who have 
handed over the destructive secrets of nuclear power to vicious politicians. There goes a 
saying that it is no use crying over spilt milk. Now what we need to become vigilant about 
the danger posed by fools to our survival. Academic curricula across the world need to 
educate learners about the negative potential of fools to challenge the safety and security of 
planet earth.   (402 words)



Points to be included:
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