
Welcome to today’s webcast.

With John MacDonald - Fatherheart Scotland 
Mark Gyde - Fatherheart Ministries UK 



The purpose of fatherheart.tv 

TO BUILD COMMUNITY	

*To connect people with similar hearts worldwide  
 
TO SHARE GOD’S LOVE  
*To encourage people in their own journey home  
*To provide a place for live interactive teaching 
*To be able to answer questions & pray for people  
*To offer free downloadable resources 
 



!

About John MacDonald:  
Fatherheart Scotland is a Scottish Charity (SC042928)  

that was born out of John & Fiona MacDonald's 	

relationship with Fatherheart Ministries 	


in New Zealand led by James and Denise Jordan 

They met James and Denise in 2005 while students at Toronto 
Airport Church's Leader's School where the Jordans were 
teaching.  It was an encounter which would change their lives.  
 
John and Fiona have been married since 1986 and desire to see 
every believer from every stream of Christianity come to the 
revelation that God is their Father and embrace the life that will 
lead us into.	




About Mark Gyde:  
Mark is the founder of Fatherheart Ministries UK  

that represents the ministry of James & Denise Jordan.	

Marks works at his own accounting company in England 

as well as overseeing www.AFatherToYou.com	

as well as www.PerfectFather.org  

 
Mark also travels and speaks at conferences 

and Bible schools on the message of the  
Fatherheart of God. 	


 
 

Mark has recently published his third book 	

“The Depth ofLove” 	


which is available for order on his website . 	

This is a must  read for anybody	


interested in building on the solid foundation  
of the love of God.    

http://www.AFatherToYou.com
http://www.PerfectFather.org


About Barry & Ann:  
Barry and Ann Adams started  

Father Heart Communications in 2000  
to facilitate the unexpected growth  

of a sermon illustration called 
‘Father’s Love Letter’ that had 

unexpectedly reached millions of people  

For the past 17+ years, they have been sharing the message of God’s 
Father-heart through international travel and the ongoing 
development of media resources that are freely available at 
fathersloveletter.com, 365promises.com and fatherheart.tv 
 
Barry’s new book, ‘The Kingdom Belongs To Little Children’ is now 
available on Amazon worldwide in both paperback and Kindle 
formats. 



The purpose of fatherheart.tv webcasts...

TO BUILD COMMUNITY	

*To connect people with similar hearts worldwide  
 
TO SHARE GOD’S LOVE  
*To encourage people in their own journey home  
*To provide a place for live interactive teaching 
*To be able to answer questions & pray for people  
*To offer free downloadable resources 
 
TO CREATE A GLOBAL NETWORK  
*To be a signpost for other ministry resources 
*To encourage others to use similar technologies



Which comes first? 
…Love or obedience?

By Barry Adams



If you love me, you will	

keep My commandments…  

John 14:15 
“If you [really] love Me, 	

you will keep and obey 	


My commandments. (AMP)



Two different perspectives	

on this verse…	


!

1. Our obedience is the required proof 
that we really do love God. 

!

Versus 
!

2. Our obedience is the natural 
outflow of simply being loved by God.



How do we read	

this verse?	


!

Do we focus on our ability to keep 
the commandments? 

!

or… 
!

Do we focus on Jesus’ emphasis on love 
in the relationship?



Motherhood & Apple Pie	

!

While the typical Christian response 
would probably be statement #2…  

!

The reality is that often we teach and model  
that it is by our working that we validate 

our love for God. 



A sad reality…	

!

I can focus on obedience and do my best 
to fulfill every part of the law 

and still not have love. 
!

If you are not sure about this, 
just look at the Pharisees!



Good workers but	

poor receivers…	


!

John 5:39-42 
  39 You study the Scriptures diligently because 

you think that in them you have eternal life. These 
are the very Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet 

you refuse to come to me to have life.	

41 “I do not accept glory from human beings, 42 
but I know you. I know that you do not have the 

love of God in your hearts. (NIV)



Good works without love…	

!

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 
 If I speak with the languages of men and of angels, 
but don’t have love, I have become sounding brass, 

or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of 
prophecy, and know all mysteries and all 

knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but don’t have love, I am nothing. 3 If I 
dole out all my goods to feed the poor, and if I give 

my body to be burned, but don’t have love, it 
profits me nothing.



The reality of love…	

!

If love is my highest goal (1 Cor 14:1), 
if I live in love (1 John 4:16), 

then I will do everything in love (1 Cor 16:14) 
which means that I cannot help but 

go higher and farther in the fulfilment 
of the law’s intent than legalistic obedience 
ever could because love is the fulfillment  

of the law (Romans 13:10).



Love calls us to a higher plane	

!

John 15:13  
No one has greater love	


 [no one has shown stronger affection] 	

than to lay down (give up) his own life 	


for his friends. (AMP)



Love brings me to a place	

of heart sacrifice that the law	


could never lead me	

!

I would gladly lay my life down 
for those I love  



Common descriptors that can 
demean our focus on love…	


!

Sloppy Agape 
Greasy Grace 

!

Somehow we are afraid that if we emphasize  
love too much, that we will give people  

permission to use God’s kindness 
as an excuse to sin



The nature of Love	

!

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a  
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 

does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, 

it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always 

protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.	


8 Love never fails. (NIV)



Love can be taken advantage of…	

!

Because love is patient and kind. 
Keeps no records of wrongs. 
Believes the best in people.  
And does not seek its own. 

!

Just because we can abuse love, 
does that mean we feel the need to re-define 

the priority of God’s love in our lives 
and try to police people into submission 

and obedience through good works? 



If we abuse the goodness of God, it 
doesn’t mean that there is anything 

wrong with love… 
!

!

…It just reveals that we still have a way 
to go in our ability to believe and 

receive a love that will transform us 
from glory to glory.



If you love me, you will	

keep My commandments…  

John 14:15 
“If you [really] love Me, 	

you will keep and obey 	


My commandments. (AMP)



The heart of the matter…	

!

Do we do good works 
because we are loved? 

!

 or… 
!

Are we compelled to do good works 
with the hope that we finally might 

attain God’s love?



The truth about love…	

God’s love always initiates…	


!

1 John 3:16  
This is how we know what love is: 	


Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 	

And we ought to lay down our lives 	

for our brothers and sisters. (NIV)



Our ability to love God	

is simply a response to Him 	


loving us first!	

!

1 John 4:19 
We love him, 	


because he first loved us. (WEB)



God continues to pour His love	

into our hearts	


!

Romans 5:5 
 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured out into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. (NIV)



When we live in love,	

we are living in God!	


!

1 John 4:16  
And so we know and rely on the love God 
has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in 

love lives in God, and God in them. (NIV)



We can trust that God’s love	

empowers our hearts to want	


to do what pleases Him!	

!

Philippians 2:13 
For God is working in you, 	


giving you the desire and the power 	

to do what pleases him. (NLT)



A new commandment…	

that you live in love…	


!

John 13:34-35 
 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also love 
one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you 

are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” (WEB)



If we live in love,	

we will keep His commandments!	


!

John 15:8-10  
8 “In this is my Father glorified, that you bear much 
fruit; and so you will be my disciples. 9 Even as the 
Father has loved me, I also have loved you. Remain 
in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you 

will remain in my love; even as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments, and remain in his love. 

(NIV)



World English Bible Quotes (WEB) 
Special thanks to the World English Bible for creating a contemporary version of the 
Bible that has been released in the public domain. For more information on this 
amazing project, go to e-bible.org  
 
NIV Bible Quotes (NIV) 
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 
by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 
New Living Translation Quotes (NLT)  
Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007, 2013 by Tyndale 
House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc., Carol 
Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved. 
 
Amplified Bible Quotes (AMP)"
Copyright © 1954, 1958, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1987 by The Lockman Foundation  
 
Fatherheart.tv  
Please feel free to share these notes with others. For more free resources on how to 
grow in your relationship with God, visit fatherheart.tv 

http://www.biblica.com/

