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“But as for me, I almost lost my footing. 
My feet were slipping, and I was almost gone… 

Did I keep my heart pure for nothing? 
Did I keep myself innocent for no reason?” 

Psalm 73:2,13 NLT 

 

It’s okay to ask God questions 
The powerful dynamic with questions is that sometimes an answer can be 
found inside the very question we are asking.  If you’re going through a 
tough time, whether you are conscious of it or not, you are asking yourself 
questions.  Those questions can help us identify our struggle and lead us 
to solid answers—truth—on which we build our lives.   
 

The psalmist poses lots of questions to God (6:3; 10:1; 15:1; 22:1; 77:7-9; 89:49).  
As he allows himself to surface the raw and nagging questions that he 
feels, he gives himself clues to the answers. 
 

What questions is your spirit asking? If you allowed yourself to ponder, 
what questions would surface?  In Psalm 73, Asaph—a musician and 
worship leader—asks questions that many of us have wrestled with. 

 
A quick look at those around us can make us wonder… 
 

 Why do people who don’t have time for God seem to do great? 
“They seem to live such painless lives; 
their bodies are so healthy and strong. 
They don’t have troubles like other people…” 73:4-5 

+ Good health (v. 4)  + Lots of toys (v. 7) 
+ No troubles (v. 5)  + Popularity (v. 10) 
+ Shield from the law (v. 6-8) + Wealth (v. 12) 

 
 Why do people who put their trust in God seem to struggle? 

“I get nothing but trouble all day long; every morning brings me pain.” 
- Trouble all the time (v. 14) 
- Chronic pain (v. 14) 
- No reward for doing what’s right (v. 13) 

When I let my eyes focus on other people, and I start to compare myself 
to their present circumstances, I’m prone to envy and discouragement.     

“I almost lost my footing.  
My feet were slipping, and I was almost gone. For I envied…” 73:2 

 
A longer look at God—and his plans—gives me confidence 

 

 When we spend time with God, we begin to get His perspective. 
“Then I went into your sanctuary, O God, and I finally understood.” 73:17 
 

1.  We see the final destiny of those who ignore God. 
“I finally understood the destiny of the wicked.  Truly, you put them 
on a slippery path… In an instant they are destroyed.”  73:17-19  

 

2.  We understand the incredible privileges of trusting in God. 
 

 I have His promise that He is always with me. 
“I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand.” (v. 23) 
 

 I know that He will guide me. 
“You guide me with your counsel…” (v. 24; Prov. 3:5-6; Jer. 29:11) 

 

 I have the sure and amazing promise of heaven.  
“…afterward you will take me into glory.”  (v. 24; John 3:16; 5:24) 
 

 My relationship with Him is better than anything else.   
“Whom have I in heaven but you? I desire you more than 
anything on earth.  My health may fail, and my spirit may grow 
weak, but God remains the strength of my heart; he is mine 
forever.” (v. 25-26, 2; Matthew 13:45-46; Philippians 3:7-8) 

 

Each day, I choose my focus.  I can look around and let present 
circumstances dictate my values. Or, I can trust what God says is true. 
When I see the privileges of trusting in God, I’ll tell others about Him.   

“I have made the Sovereign LORD my shelter, 
     and I will tell everyone about the wonderful things you do.” (v. 28) 

 

When following God doesn’t seem worth it… 
Live for the Line, not the Dot. 

 
Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 

You can watch today’s message—and previous ones—at gracecma.org (media) 


