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The Journey to the Cross materials that appear in this guide are intended to help individuals and churches

prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection victory on Easter Sunday. Such celebration becomes more

deeply meaningful and rewarding when God’s people set aside time in the weeks leading up to Easter to study

the Scriptures and think and pray about what Jesus has done for us, personalizing it in their hearts and lives.

This package includes . . .

• six free sermon outlines—one for each of the weeks in the season of Lent; and

• six sets of free discussion questions, one set to accompany each sermon.

The Journey to the Cross materials will help pastors and lay leaders alike share the love and peace that flow

from Jesus. The materials are meant to be encouraging, clear, and powerful. In addition to the free materials,

value-priced CTA products will help every member and visitor take the Easter message home:

• The Journey to the Cross adult prayer journal, designed for daily use. It will help everyone to spend 

time in God’s Word in the days leading up to Easter and to think more deeply about what Jesus did for 

us on the cross.

• The Journey to the Cross activity book, written for children ages 7–11, comes packed with engaging 

activities to help young believers discover what Christ’s work on the cross means in their lives today 

and for all eternity.

• The Journey to the Cross faith experience journal is designed to help teens and young adults encounter 

the crucified and risen Savior and then respond to that encounter in a variety of meaningful ways. 

• The Journey to the Cross lapel pin comes on a pocket card and is great reminder for teens and adults of 

Christ’s sacrifice for us. It’s a great witnessing tool, too! 

• Young children can learn about Jesus’ love for them as they collect all twelve pieces of The Journey to 

the Cross activity magnet and hear the free devotions that accompany the magnet. (Buy two magnets 

for each child and encourage them to share the Gospel with an unchurched friend!)

• Visitors will be delighted with the meaningful gifts you provide them when you distribute The Journey 

to the Cross bookmark and pen set or The Journey to the Cross nail. Either gift will put into their hands 

a reminder of the true meaning of Easter.

Journey to the Cross
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Sermon Discussion Guides

As mentioned above, the free sermon outlines in this booklet each come with a set of questions suitable for

sparking discussion among the adults in your congregation who hear it. Pastors and lay leaders can use these:

• in informal worship settings;

• in a class right after services;

• during small-group Bible study; or

• for discussion in weekly cell groups. 



Sermon One

The Journey
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He humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Philippians 2:8

Most journeys begin with a time of preparation. Travelers often create a mental or

written checklist. (Mention some things you did to prepare for your last trip or

vacation.)

You and I have been invited to join in a journey that will take the next six weeks of

our lives, a journey to the cross of Jesus Christ. Our destination is more than a

symbol, more than a place of execution. We will discover that along the way. We will

also learn that we can come to the cross all year round, not just as we prepare for

Easter. Our Savior invites and encourages us to come to him every day for

forgiveness, encouragement, peace, hope, and many other blessings as well. 

One unique aspect of our journey to the cross is our starting point. For centuries,

many Christians around the world have called the first day of this journey toward

Easter “Ash Wednesday.” It marks the first day of a 40-day season called “Lent.”

During that season, God’s people meditate on Jesus’ sacrifice-completing,

forgiveness-providing, death-defeating, salvation-winning crucifixion. 

The term “Ash Wednesday” comes from the Latin phrase Dies Cinerum, meaning

Day of Ashes. Christians started observing this day in the seventh century, but

throughout the Old Testament, we read that ashes signified sorrow, mourning,

repentance, and mortality. (As time will allow, refer to one or more of these passages:

2 Samuel 13:19; Esther 4:1–3; Job 42:6; and Jeremiah 6:26.)

Still today on Ash Wednesday, many churches observe a rite called “the Imposition of

Ashes.” Using ashes, a pastor or priest places a small cross on the forehead of each

worshiper. Often, the words from Genesis 3:19 about us returning to dust are spoken.

(Read Genesis 3:19.)

It sounds heavy. It sounds gloomy. And it is! It’s also very real, very true. Those

words are part of the curse Adam and Eve brought upon themselves and all their

descendents when they fell into sin. The words remind us of our own personal sin

and of its consequences. They remind us that someday we will all die physically, each

one of us. The words remind us that we need a Savior. Without him, a second

death—an eternal death—will be ours, too!

The ash cross does more, though. It directs worshipers to Jesus Christ. He is that

Savior. He is the way back to God, the only way. He is the only path to forgiveness,

to eternal life and salvation. 

Notes



It’s difficult to visit the cross of Jesus and walk away unaffected. In fact, it’s mind-

boggling to contemplate the unconditional, sacrificial love that Jesus has for each of

us personally. Even as we visualize Jesus on the cross, beaten and bloodied, gasping

for breath, we realize that he left the glories of heaven to live in this sin-cursed world

for us, that he lived a perfect life, obeying God’s Law for us, in our place (Galatians

4:4–5). 

We know that we deserve the wrath of God because of our sins. We have fallen

miserably short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). We needed someone to do for us

what we could never do for ourselves, someone who would live a perfect life in our

place and then become the payment for our sins. 

And so Jesus journeyed to the cross, despite what he would endure there—

physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. He did it all out of his perfect love

for each of us. There’s nothing in us by which we have deserved these gifts of love,

forgiveness, and eternal life (life with God now and life forever in heaven). Jesus

died for us as an act of pure grace (Ephesians 2:8–9), a gift of undeserved love.

Philippians 2 opens many insights concerning the Lord’s ways as he journeyed to the

cross for us. The apostle Paul writes: 

He humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 

Philippians 2:8

Humbled. Obedient. Death. Let’s use those three words as a checklist as we explore

the mystery of Jesus’ love more deeply. 

Humbled. When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, he was wrapped in humility—as well

as in swaddling clothes. The Son of God left the glories of heaven to become the Son

of a young Jewish girl and the stepson of her carpenter husband. For thirty years and

more, Jesus awoke each morning to live on this earth, clothed in humility. 

But the greatest picture of his humility, the epitome of his humiliation, was his death

on the cross. Jesus went from sacred to scarred; from highly regarded to easily

discarded; from holy to homely; from clothed in glory to covered in blood. He went

from the heights of heaven to the depths of hell. He humbled himself, and because of

it, his Father would later exalt him. 

One day, when Jesus returns to earth in judgment, all will exalt him. Every knee will

bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of the Father, just

as the Bible promises. 

Jesus humbled himself and he calls us to do the same. It takes humility to admit,

confess, and repent of our sins. It takes Jesus to forgive those sins, no matter how

humble we are! Still, as we prepare for Easter (and every day during the rest of the
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Continued . . .
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Notesyear, too), the Holy Spirit wants to work in us the humility to confess our sins before

our humble Savior.

Obedient. Jesus obeyed his Father’s will, keeping all the Commandments in our

place. He remained submissive to the Father, even to the point of death. On the night

Judas betrayed him, Jesus prayed. (Read Luke 22:42.) 

Knowing what lay ahead of him, Jesus nevertheless surrendered to the Father’s will.

And now we look to Jesus, learning from him, the one who endured the cross

(Hebrews 12:2).  

While Jesus lived in perfect obedience, we are sinful. Yet, we have received the

forgiveness Jesus won for us through his perfect obedience, obedience to the point of

death. Responding to his love, we seek to follow him, step by step, day by day, in true

obedience.

Death. Jesus was “obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:8)!

The cross is more than a dramatic picture, a piece of jewelry, or a symbol that hangs

on your bedroom wall. Crosses are for dying on. Jesus calls each of us to die, but not

on a cross. He already did that for us. Instead, he calls us to die to sin. (Read 1 Peter

2:24 and Matthew 16:24.)

Jesus calls us to die to sin and then to live for him. Pastor A.W. Tozer once pointed

out the three marks of one who has been crucified. First, someone on a cross is facing

in only one direction. Second, that person can never turn back. And third, such a

person no longer has any plans of his own. 

What are your plans as, over the next few weeks, you journey to Christ’s cross? 

Special Prayers
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1. What three details are most important as you get ready for a trip?

2. Think about the term Ash Wednesday.

• What new insights did you gain as to its meaning?

• What light does Jeremiah 6:26 shine on the term?

• Do you think observing Ash Wednesday would help you prepare for Easter? Why or why not? 

3. It’s difficult to visit the cross of Jesus and walk away unaffected. Yet some people evidently are unaffected.

Why might that happen? What impact has Jesus’ death on the cross had on you?

4. Jesus lived a perfect life—in your place! Jesus died on the cross—in your place! Why would he do that?

5. Jesus’ cross calls for three specific things from us—and it works them in us: humility, obedience, death. 

• What did you hear about each of these in this week’s sermon?

• Which of these do you find most difficult? 

• With that in mind, what can others in your group ask God to do for you in the coming days?

6. Author and pastor A.W. Tozer once pointed out the three marks of one who has been crucified. First, someone

on a cross is facing in only one direction. Second, that person can never turn back. And third, such a person no

longer has any plans of his own. 

• What implications for us do you see in his observations?

• What specific plans can you set in motion today as you begin this year’s journey to the cross and to 

Jesus’ empty tomb?

Sermon One

The Journey
Questions to Accompany Sermon One
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Sermon Two

Fulfilling Love

Love one another, as I have loved you. John 15:12

Jesus’ journey to the cross began a time of both fulfillment and filling. First, the life

of Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament promises God had made about the Savior, the

Messiah, the Anointed One who was to come. Those promises stretched across

centuries and millennia. Begun in Eden, the prophetic promises accumulated one by

one. They encouraged God’s people and brought all true believers peace—even in the

darkest days of Israel’s history.

Jesus’ coming fulfilled the Scriptures, and still today, that coming continues to fill

God’s people with praise, hope, and love. As you work through your Journey to the

Cross Journal this week, you’ll discover frequent reminders of this, especially the

love with which your Savior wants to fill you, both now during this holy season and

forevermore. 

Filling the Streets with Praise

Jesus knew the direction that led to his death also led to our eternal lives. So with a

heart filled with love for his Father and for us, Jesus resolutely set his face toward

Jerusalem (Luke 9:51). He was determined to follow the Father’s will, regardless of

the personal price he would pay.

When Jesus arrived in the city, its streets were filled with people from all of Galilee

and Judea. They had gathered to celebrate the Lord’s Passover—a memorial feast set

in place for them by the Lord at the time of their ancestors’ Exodus from Egypt

(Exodus 12:1–28).

A few days earlier, some of the people in this crowd had witnessed Jesus’ power over

death. They had seen him call Lazarus out of the tomb, and they couldn’t stop talking

about it. To the consternation of our Lord’s enemies, it wasn’t long before everyone

in the city and the surrounding region had heard about what Jesus had done. (Read

John 12:17–18.)

That’s one reason why, as Jesus entered Jerusalem on the Sunday of Holy Week, the

streets were filled with praises and with shouts of Hosanna! This term means, “Save,

Lord!” It’s a plea for help and a prayer of praise, all at the same time. While the

followers of Jesus raised their praises to heaven, many others in Jerusalem raised the

question, “Who is this?” (Matthew 21:10). The crowds answered, “This is Jesus the

prophet of Nazareth” (Matthew 21:11). As questions and answers like that arose, the

levels of fear and anger in the hearts of Jesus’ enemies also rose. They grumbled to

one another about Jesus’ popularity. (Read John 12:19.)

Notes
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Still, many would discover that Jesus was more than a prophet. At the cross—both

then and now—many join the centurion who witnessed Jesus’ crucifixion first-hand,

and concluded that he was truly God’s Son! (Read Matthew 27:54.)

As we continue to journey with Jesus to the cross, his fulfilling love gives us cause

to fill the streets of our communities, our paths at work, and the hallways in our

homes with praise. He brings salvation from our sins and gives hope, even in times

of our greatest needs. The sick, dying, and poor of Jerusalem who believed in him

found that out, and so will we. 

Filling the House of the Lord with Hope

Jesus heard the people’s prayers for salvation and their exclamations of praise. He

then entered the temple to offer his own prayers, giving praise to his Father in

heaven. But what he found there was, as he called it, “a den of thieves,” instead of

the “house of prayer” God intended (Matthew 21:13). The greed of the religious

leaders moved Jesus to anger. Filled with a passionate love for his Father and a

wrenching concern for the people of God, Jesus turned over tables and drove the

moneychangers out. 

But there’s more to the story. Jesus not only emptied the temple of those who made

an outrageous and dishonest profit, he also filled the temple—with hope! After he

chased out those who considered themselves deserving of God’s favor, he welcomed

those who knew they were undeserving. His compassion illustrated God’s mercy.

(Read Matthew 21:14.)

Undeserving, we come together today as very needy people. We are worn down,

sick, and sinful, but the presence of Jesus and his words of peace heal our hearts.

Jesus fills our hearts with hope. He is our Lord, and he truly has come to save! 

Filling the People with Truth

On the following day, Jesus returned to the temple to fill the house of God with his

teaching and the hearts of his people with God’s truth. Jesus taught them many

things about the kingdom of God. 

The religious leaders tried to entangle Jesus in his words. But when they asked him

challenging questions, Jesus trumped them on their own turf and triumphed at every

turn. They set spiritual traps, but he avoided every one. No one could withstand his

wisdom or refute his Scripture-based answers.

After what must have been several hours of verbal sparring, Jesus turned the tables

on his foes. He asked them about the identity of the Messiah. Who did they think he

was? Not one of them was able to answer. They didn’t know what to say in response

to the questions he raised from the Scriptures. That’s the point at which they stopped

asking him questions. (See Matthew 22:41–46.) 

Notes

Sermon Two
Continued . . .
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The truths Jesus taught would have set them free from their sin and from their

bondage to the Law, but most of these leaders chose to remain spiritually blind. They

refused to see that Jesus was the Christ, their Messiah. They continued to look for

ways to put Jesus to death. 

Shortly before Jesus celebrated the last Passover Meal he would eat here on earth,

the Lord’s enemies managed to infiltrate the circle of his closest friends. Satan

entered Judas Iscariot, filling this disciple’s head and heart with deadly lies, enticing

him to betray Jesus, to sell out the one who fills lives with true hope, truth, and love. 

Filling Lives with Love 

While Satan managed to fill Judas’s mind with lies, Jesus spent his last hours filling

the hearts of his disciples with love—a love that overflowed from his own

compassionate, servant heart. 

Jesus knew he was about to face the cruelest of deaths. Yet, his words and actions

show no signs of panic or a lack of resolve. Instead, he manages every detail leading

up to his suffering and death. 

Jesus was himself the Passover Lamb about whom the Torah taught. All the promises

the disciples had learned from the Hebrew Scriptures were being fulfilled right

before their eyes in the person of Jesus—the Passover Lamb of God. Yet the

disciples remained clueless.

They didn’t understand why their Master would take a basin and towel and wash

their dusty, dirty feet. They certainly wouldn’t understand the horrible events of the

next several days. They didn’t grasp the sacrificial, perfect love Jesus had for them.

Still, the Lord knelt at their feet. He was the praiseworthy, hope-bringing, truth-

bearing Savior. He would serve them through his death and resurrection. He would

wash away the filth of their sin, giving them in return forgiveness and new life. 

Experiencing that fulfilling love from their Lord, they would learn to fill the lives of

others with his hope and peace.

Jesus is present now to do for us what he did for his first disciples, and so we pray:

Fill us, Jesus, with your fulfilling love!

Notes

Special Prayers

Sermon Two
Continued . . .
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1. Briefly tell your group about something you did in the last week or so that you found fulfilling.

2. Read Luke 9:51. Compare it with Isaiah 50:7. 

• What do both verses tell you about your Savior’s determination to rescue you from sin and death? 

• How do all the events of Holy Week illustrate our Lord’s dedicated resolve?

3. Read Exodus 12:1–28. 

• What parallels do you see in this Old Testament text to the life and saving work of Jesus? 

• Why do Christians see Jesus as the Passover Lamb to which the Hebrew Scriptures pointed?

4. Jesus chased out the moneychangers and religious leaders who thought they deserved God’s favor. Then he

welcomed those who knew they were undeserving of it, the blind and the lame (Matthew 21:14). 

• What does this tell us about the Savior? 

• Who are “the blind and the lame” whom Jesus would want us to welcome today? 

• How might we do a better job of that?

5. Jesus is present now to do for us what he did for his first disciples—fill our hearts and lives with praise, hope,

and love. Since that is true, what will we ask him to do for us? 

Sermon Two

Fulfilling Love
Questions to Accompany Sermon One
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Sermon Three

Lead Us 

Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. Luke 11:4

The journey to the cross—and beyond that to the empty garden tomb—includes more

emotional peaks and valleys than the Jerusalem hills and more twists than their

winding roads. 

Consider the festivity and joy surrounding Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem.

Our Lord’s followers waved palm branches. Children sang. The people’s prayers of

“Hosanna! Save us!” rang out loudly. 

Then, in the valley, so to speak, Jesus found and evicted the moneychangers in the

temple. 

But the ride peaked again as Jesus healed the sick and the lame in that very place,

bringing joy and hope to their hearts. 

After that, events plummeted, as the Pharisees and Sadducees plotted in earnest to

murder the Lord. Then the rollercoaster careened up yet again, as the truth Jesus

spoke from the truth of Scripture triumphed. 

Up and down. Up and down. The religious leaders plot a murder. The Passover meal

provides an island of peace for Jesus and his friends as he strengthens them for the

hours ahead. Judas agrees to betray the Lord. Jesus washes his disciples’ feet. The

Lord predicts Peter’s denial. Jesus prays in the quiet of Gethsemane. Soldiers,

torches, the arrest—and soon, the cross. 

Up and down, twists and turns. What a journey!

Lead Us through the Ups and Downs

How has your week unfolded? Maybe our days don’t look quite so turbulent when

we compare them to the last, holy week in Jesus’ life. But no doubt, we’ve also had

our ups and downs.

Peaks and valleys. Loves and hates. Joys and sorrows. Our weeks and, in reality, our

entire lives in this sinful world come with ups and downs. We live with appointments

with disappointments, refrains of pain, and even last breaths of death. We know that

we, by our own sinful behaviors, have added to the valleys in our own lives and in

the lives of others. 

Notes
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Still, our Lord comes to us, bringing pardon and comfort. Every week has its valleys,

but every week lived in our Lord can be a holy week, a week of peace because of the

victory Jesus won on his cross, because of the good news his empty tomb brings. 

Jesus condemned the moneychangers’ greed and brought healing to those in need.

Jesus turned Judas’s betrayal into a kiss of life through his death and resurrection.

Peter denied, but Jesus replied by forgiving his repentant disciple. The religious

leaders plotted to bring Jesus down, but his death and resurrection have raised us up

to eternal life and peace. Victory prevails in the presence of Jesus. 

This is a holy week in our lives. Every week is holy and each day, a holy creation

given by a holy God to people made holy in the cross of Christ. Every day, our Lord

gives us 24 hours. He leads us in peace through each of those hours, if we’ll allow

him. And even when we sinfully refuse to let him lead, he never changes his

commitment of love for us. Let’s read what the apostle Paul writes about this. (Read

Romans 8:38–39.)

Lead Us into Your Peaceful Presence 

Our Lord’s love for us motivates us to seek out and enjoy quiet, holy times in the

presence of our Savior. The disciples certainly treasured the moments they spent with

him in the upper room on the night before he died. Jesus knew his journey to the

cross was nearing an end. He not only enjoyed the blessing of the Passover meal

with his friends, but he shared with them from his heart. Teaching them. Leading

them. Praying with and for them. 

The last words of Jesus became lasting words that would forever influence their

faith, their lives, and their ministries. And through the witness of those words in the

Bible, Jesus’ last words have had a lasting effect on our own faith, a lasting impact in

our own lives of love and service! 

Blessings abound when we allow the Holy Spirit to lead us into the presence of Jesus

Christ—the one who alone has the words of eternal life (John 6:68; Romans 1:16).

The God-breathed, inspired Word of God works in us the ability to think and live

like our Savior (2 Timothy 3:16–17). As we are immersed in that Word, our prayers

are transformed. We grow closer to Jesus and learn to follow his will in our

relationships and our decision-making.  

Bible study and prayer, personal devotions, worship alone and with other believers,

hymns and songs of praise: the Comforter—the Holy Spirit—uses all of these to lead

us into the peaceful and life-giving presence of Jesus. 

Lead Us Not into Temptation 

Unfortunately, unrest crashed the quiet hours of the Lord’s Passover celebration. It

also invaded his time of prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane. Judas defected,

Notes

Sermon Three
Continued . . .
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betraying his Lord. Peter tried to deflect Jesus’ warning that he was about to deny his

Master. And then in the garden, all peace was shattered when Jesus was arrested for

crimes he didn’t commit. 

Sometimes when we’re feeling closest to Jesus, confident in our faith and

commitment, Satan works his hardest, tempting us to turn our eyes from our Savior

and his will. Later in his ministry, the disciple Peter would write about the devil:

(read 1 Peter 5:8).

With this warning in mind, we pray, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us

from evil” (Matthew 6:13).

Certainly, the Lord never tempts us to sin. James 1:13 warns us about temptation

(read James 1:13). We pray that God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the

world, and our own sinful natures do not deceive us, so that they do not trick us into

discouragement or hide the truths of God’s Word from us. We pray that, with the

Spirit’s help, we may overcome all temptations, rejoicing in the victory Jesus Christ

won for us and in the forgiveness of sins he gives us through his death and

resurrection. 

Jesus, Lead Us

Maybe this simple three-word prayer captures most clearly the desire of our hearts:

Jesus, lead us. As we follow our Lord Jesus each day in our journey to his cross and

empty tomb, we can walk confidently upon each peak and through each valley—

forgiven, strong, and blessed by his presence and the victories he works for us. 

Notes

Sermon Three
Continued . . .

Special Prayers
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1. Briefly share about a time you followed someone else’s lead. How did it turn out? 

2. What evidence can you cite to show the events of Jesus’ last week on earth could accurately be described as a

rollercoaster—filled with up and down, twists and turns?

3. What personal ups and downs from this past week or month can you share with your group? 

• How did you experience the Lord’s supportive love during this time? 

• Romans 8:38–39 promises:

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,

Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.

When has this promise proven especially true for you?

4. Tell about a time recently that the Holy Spirit has led you into the presence of Jesus. How did the Word of

Christ strengthen you?

5. Especially when we’re feeling strong and close to Christ Jesus, we may be vulnerable to temptation. 

• How does 1 Peter 5:8 warn us about this? 

• What does it mean to be “sober” and “vigilant”? How do we go about it?

6. Pray together, “Jesus, lead us.” But before you do, share with one another one or two specific situations in

which you yearn for the Lord’s guidance.

Sermon Three

Lead Us
Questions to Accompany Sermon One
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Sermon Four

The Truth of the Matter 

I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy. Psalm 31:7

When’s the last time you pulled an all-nighter? Finals week at school? A church

youth event? Talking on the phone or on-line during the early stages of a budding

relationship? Rocking a colicky baby? The night-shift at work? An emergency room

scare? Or maybe just good ol’ insomnia. The truth of the matter is that after you’ve

pulled an all-nighter, the next day is rarely a good one. 

The Truth in This Matter 

Jesus lived that truth. It wasn’t finals week at school; instead, it was the final night of

his life before his crucifixion. Sleep wasn’t on the agenda that night. Jesus knew what

was about to happen. He knew that it would accomplish salvation for countless

sinners, each deserving of eternal punishment. 

Knowing all this, Jesus walked forward into that long, horrific night, aware that he

would endure unimaginable torture—physically, mentally, emotionally. More than

that, he knew he would offer himself sacrificially to the Father. Jesus would accept

our well-deserved, unfathomable punishment. Jesus faced this truth head on. Yet even

after that horrific all-nighter, Jesus turned the next day into a good one, a Good

Friday. 

That’s the truth in this matter. And the truth matters. 

Earlier in the evening, Jesus’ close friends remembered the goodness of the Lord as,

together, they celebrated the Passover meal. They talked and visited. Jesus taught

them and prayed for them. They sang together. They walked together into the Garden

of Gethsemane to pray. But the night wouldn’t end there. 

Jesus’ enemies arrested him in Gethsemane. Moved by hatred, they moved Jesus

through a night of absurd, pointless trials. Jesus’ enemies based their case on lies and

deceit (Matthew 26:59). They actively recruited false witnesses (Matthew 26:60). The

truth would not stop them. They had their sinful minds set on silencing this one they

perceived as a serious threat to their lifestyle and their religion. 

Notes
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Finally, two witnesses came forward and spoke a truth, albeit a truth they themselves

didn’t fully understand. The witnesses testified: 

This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, 

and to build it in three days. 
Matthew 26:61

Earlier in the week, Jesus had told the Pharisees in the temple, “Destroy this temple,

and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:19). He was referring to the temple of his

body, but they misunderstood, interpreting his words as referring to the buildings of

Jerusalem’s great temple complex itself. 

After the false witnesses reported—and failed to agree, even about this, the high

priest asked Jesus about it. He refused to answer. What happened next became a

pivot point for all that would happen over the next twenty-four hours. (Read

Matthew 26:63–66.)

As you can see, Jesus was not condemned to death by some false accusation. In the

end, it was the truth in this matter that led to his death sentence. Jesus truly was the

Christ, the Son of God (Matthew 26:64), yet the high priest refused to believe it, and

the whole Council accused Jesus of blasphemy because of it. 

Their response to his claim? “He is guilty of death!” they shouted in unison. 

Jesus did not deserve this verdict. The truth of the matter is that we do! We deserve

the punishment Christ endured. But in the face of our guilt and even because of it,

Jesus continued his journey to the cross. 

From all eternity, he had committed himself to give us, the undeserving, the gift of

life. He has taken the punishment we deserve upon himself. We deserve only shame

and death, but he gives us every good and perfect gift, beginning with the gift of

pardon for all of our sins—each and every one of them. That’s the truth of the matter.

The Truth Does Matter 

The truth does matter. Just ask the disciple Peter. 

Earlier in the evening, Jesus told the disciples that on that very night they would

abandon him and scatter into the darkness. Peter boldly scoffed at this. (Read

Matthew 26:35.)

Then all the disciples chimed in, making the same claim. At first, Peter tried to live

up to it. After the Lord’s arrest, Peter followed Jesus to the high priest’s house—

though following in the shadows and from a distance. Huddled near a fire in the

courtyard, Peter answered three different questions about his relationship with the

Lord. Three different times, Peter gave the wrong answer: (read Luke 22:56–60).
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At that moment, the rooster crowed, and the truth hit Peter right between the eyes.

Peter had denied the Lord. The rooster crowed. And Jesus turned to look at Peter.

Instantly, Peter remembered what Jesus had said earlier that night. The truth hit hard,

and Peter went out and wept bitterly. 

At a time when all eyes were on Jesus, Jesus had his eye on his Father’s will and on

his friend, Peter. With his eyes focused straight ahead at the cross, Jesus also saw the

needs of the individuals he loves. The confident, strong-willed, faithless Peter failed

his Lord; the faithful Savior would not fail in his promise to suffer, die, and rise

again—for Peter, and for you and me. 

The truth matters. Changed by Christ’s love, Peter would spend the rest of his life

proclaiming—not denying—the truth about Jesus Christ who lived, died, and rose

again to save sinners! 

The Truth Is, We Matter 

Looking back on Jesus’ last night, that long, sleepless night just before his execution,

and thinking back on the horrific hours after the sun rose, each of us can say with

confidence, “The truth of the matter is, I matter to Jesus.” If we didn’t matter to

Jesus, he would not have continued his journey to the cross. But he did. And we do

matter. 

We were on Jesus’ mind and in his heart when he went to the cross. He continued on

his way to the cross so that we can continue through each day forgiven, loved, and

free to serve him with joy. He took our place on that cross in order to give us a place

in heaven. 

That’s the truth. It matters. And we matter!
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1. Tell a little bit about an all-nighter from your past. What led to it? How did the next day go?

2. Recall the events of the all-nighter Jesus spent before his crucifixion. What, in particular, stands out for you? 

Why?

3. Review Matthew 26:63–66. Based on this text, how can we say that Jesus was not condemned to death by lies 

and false accusation, but by the truth instead?  

4. Jesus did not deserve the verdict he received; he died anyway. For a decade or so, today’s Christians have used 

the letters W.W.J.D. as a reminder to ask themselves, “What would Jesus do?” These letters can also remind us 

to ask, “Why would Jesus die?” How would you answer that question?

5. Read Luke 22:31–38, 64–61 (one of the accounts detailing Peter’s actions the night Jesus was arrested).

• Create 3 to 5 bullet points, listing Peter’s actions and describing his attitudes.

• When Jesus was being arrested, some of the disciples scuffled with the authorities. Taking a sword, Peter 

attacked one of the high priest’s servants and cut off the servant’s ear. (See John 18:10.) Jesus healed the 

servant and rebuked Peter. What does this incident add to your understanding of what may have been going 

on in Peter’s mind and heart?

• Throughout the evening, how did Jesus treat Peter? Why?

• What does this part of the passion history mean for you? What warnings and what comfort do you find 

in it? Explain.

6. Sit quietly for a moment or two thinking about this week’s theme as printed below. Then pray together, thanking 

Jesus for all he has done for you and all he means to you.

We were on Jesus’ mind and in his heart when he went to the cross. He continued on his way to the cross so 

that we can continue through each day forgiven, loved, and free to serve him with joy. He took our place on 

that cross in order to give us a place in heaven. 

That’s the truth. It matters. And we matter!

Sermon Four
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Sermon Five

Why So Many Trials? 

All things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the

prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. Luke 24:44

Traveling at night has its advantages, especially if you have small children. Parents

can drive while the little ones sleep. The driver has more quiet time and must make

fewer stops. 

As Jesus continued his journey to the cross after his arrest, most of Jerusalem’s

residents slept. But the Jewish religious leaders didn’t sleep, and neither did Jesus.

The Roman officials were up early, perhaps much earlier than usual. We’re thankful

that the Father—the heavenly Father—was in the driver’s seat. He remained faithful

to his promises to work salvation for us. 

The twenty-four hours between our Lord’s last Passover meal and his burial in

Joseph’s garden tomb were filled with a blur of confusing events. Much of what

happened was unjust and illegal; neither the Jewish Ruling Council nor the Roman

governor followed the clear letter of the law. Those hours were terrible—for Jesus

and for his followers. 

Still, the heavenly Father remained alert and in control, working out his plan of

salvation to perfection so that you and I can journey through this life with him and

one day reach our final destination, an eternal home with the family of God in the

glories of heaven. 

The Five Trials

Throughout the night, Jesus was led from place to place, subjected again and again to

a series of quick trials. All of them were shams; all left justice in shreds. For

example:

• Jewish law prohibited trials at night, but the Jewish Ruling Council met under the 

cloak of darkness anyway, probably to keep Jesus’ followers from rising up in 

revolt. 

• As Jesus stood before both Pilate and Herod Antipas, he was entitled to a defense 

attorney, but these officials ignored his rights. 

• Members of the Ruling Council brought in false witnesses and their testimonies 

contradicted one another; Caiaphas listened to them anyway, knowing they were 

lying.

Notes
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• The Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, sentenced Jesus to death, even though he 

himself stated several times that Jesus was an innocent man. 

These are just a few of the improprieties that led to our Lord’s unjust death. 

Jesus’ Journey 

Jesus endured trials before Annas, before the Sanhedrin, before Pilate, King Herod,

then Pilate again. The trials of Jesus were an illegal mockery. The religious leaders

wanted Jesus silenced. They sent him down a winding road filled with everything

from falsehoods to floggings. Jesus willingly travelled this road so that the ancient

prophecies, the Word of the Lord, could be fulfilled and our salvation could be

accomplished. 

Before it all happened, Jesus had repeatedly told his followers that he must suffer

and die in Jerusalem and on the third day rise from the dead. His words were

fulfilled to the letter and before their very eyes. Every prophecy from the Hebrew

Scriptures about the Messiah—about his life, death, and resurrection, had to be

fulfilled. And they were. 

From Genesis 3:15, God’s people had heard the first hope-inspiring promise of the

Savior who was to come. When Moses lifted up the bronze serpent in the wilderness,

God’s people saw a picture of what would one day happen to that Savior (Numbers

21). In the powerful words of Psalm 22, God’s people read a detailed description of

the Savior’s sacrificial sufferings. As they heard the words of Isaiah’s Servant Songs,

the faithful believers in Judah meditated on what the Savior’s death would

accomplish.

In these and many other Old Testament Scriptures, God’s people read about their

Messiah. Now, Jesus was fulfilling every detail the prophets had foretold. Jesus

lived, died, and rose again to keep God’s promises. And after he accomplished it all,

Jesus talked with his disciples about it. Summarizing, he said:  

All things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the

prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. Luke 24:44

Our Journey with Jesus

Do you realize what Jesus’ journey to the cross and beyond means for our journey

through life? Jesus endured the lies, the trials, the shame, the beatings, the torture,

and finally, even our death for us. He fulfilled every prophecy. Since he faithfully

kept those promises, we can be sure he will keep all the other promises Scripture

makes to us. Our Lord is faithful.
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Second, the sinless Savior himself endured severe trials while he was on trial and as

he died for us. He knows all about the trials we endure right now, too. He knows

your struggles. More than knowing, he’s both able and willing to help you in them

until he brings you safely through them. 

(Read Hebrews 4:15–16. Then, as time will allow, share these verses of promise and

others like them: Joshua 1:5; Psalm 23; Isaiah 43:1–3; John 3:16; Romans 6:23;

Romans 8:28, 38–39; Hebrews 4:15–16; and 1 John 1:8–9.)

Encouraged by God’s faithfulness and his promises to us, we can continue in our

daily journey to the life-giving cross of Jesus. We don’t travel alone. We walk the

road with Jesus by our side. He is our strength, our sustainer, our Savior. He is

forever faithful! 
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1. Tell about a time you travelled at night—either alone or with your family. How did that feel? Exciting? Tiring? 

Restful? Describe the experience.

2. Why did Jesus’ enemies put him through so many trials?

3. In what ways were Jesus’ trials illegal? Name as many examples as you can.

4. Why did Jesus willingly follow the path he did on his journey to the cross? (See Luke 24:44 and Romans 5:8.) 

Why does the answer to that question so often become so matter-of-fact rather than a thing of wonder and 

4worship—even in the lives of Christians?

5. Our sinless Savior endured severe trials, both while he was on trial and as he died for us. He knows all about 

the trials you endure right now, too. He knows your struggles. More than knowing, he’s both able and willing 

to help you in them until he brings you safely through them. As time permits, find and read some or all of the 

passages in the list below. How do these promises encourage you?

Joshua 1:5 Psalm 23 Isaiah 43:1–3 John 3:16  

Romans 6:23 Romans 8:28 and 38–39  Hebrews 4:15–16   1 John 1:8–9 

6. Before you leave, spend some time in prayer for one another and for your congregation. Be sure to praise Jesus 

for all he’s done to make a relationship with God possible for us. 

Sermon Five
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Questions to Accompany Sermon One
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Sermon Six

Last Words, Lasting Words 

Behold the Lamb of God! John 1:36

Edna enjoyed her sixty-two-year journey to heaven. During the last two years,

however, she carried extra baggage, baggage filled first with breast cancer and then

with painful bone cancer. Her journey’s final weeks found her spending a good deal

of time in bed, uncomplaining yet in obvious pain. 

One day, her son asked how she was coping so well with the challenges, especially

the pain. In reply, Edna pointed to a painting on the wall directly opposite the foot of

her bed. It depicted Jesus’ crucifixion. Then she said, “I keep thinking of the pain and

suffering he went through for me, and then I know that with his help, I can surely

handle the pain I feel.” 

Last Words

A few weeks later, Edna would share some last words with her family. Just hours

before the Lord carried her from this world into his eternal presence, Edna lay in a

comatose-like state in a hospital bed. Then, suddenly, she sat up and looked at her

children, who were gathered around her bed. To each she said, “I love you, and I’ll

see you again.” Then she lay back down, once again unresponsive. 

Her son then opened the Bible and began to read from Revelation 21:3–5 (read this

passage from your Bible).  

As her son read, Edna’s breathing became fainter. Then, quietly, she breathed her last

breath on this earth.

God had spoken to Edna the lasting words of eternal life. His everlasting words

promised her a new life, a perfect life, a life without end. That life was possible

because of the One who hung upon the cross in the picture she loved so much.

Throughout her months of suffering, Edna kept her eyes on Christ-crucified, just as

Jesus kept Edna in view as he hung, dying, on his cross. Maybe in her mind the

Lord’s last words to her here on earth were these: “I love you, and I’ll see you

again.” 

Lasting Words

The words we read in Scripture about the pain inflicted on Jesus are hard to shake.

They’re lasting words, yet they can’t do justice to what he endured. Cicero, a Roman

senator and philosopher, called death by crucifixion “the cruelest and most hideous

Notes
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punishment possible.” Those words leave a lasting impression; they give us a small

glimpse into the death of our Lord Jesus. 

We also have the last, lasting words Jesus spoke from the cross. As he died, Jesus

spoke seven times. These statements focus on a variety of issues. Jesus addressed the

people who stood nearby. He also spoke to his heavenly Father. Together, they give

us great insights into the heart of Jesus and his will for his people in every

generation. 

Last, Lasting Words

Let’s briefly consider Jesus’ last words now. I invite you to allow the Holy Spirit to

shape them into lasting, everlasting words, as you take the final steps in your journey

to Christ’s cross today and as you one day step into his presence in heaven.

• Forgiveness: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (See Luke 

23:34.) On the cross, Jesus took our sins. He endured the wrath and punishment

we had deserved. Now, our guilt—past, present, and future—is gone. We hear

Jesus’ words of forgiveness, and we also see his sacrificial acts of love. His death

on the cross proclaims, “I give my life for you! I take the punishment you deserve

and give you in return full and free forgiveness.” To that, we respond, “Thank

you, Lord Jesus. My sins condemn me, but your forgiveness saves me.”

• Salvation: “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (See Luke 

23:43.) The thief who hung on the cross next to Jesus is a wonderful example of

God’s salvation by grace through faith alone. Miraculously, the Holy Spirit

created faith in this man, condemned to die. Jesus sees his faith. Pinned to the

cross, the man can do nothing to save himself. How do we respond to the

salvation he graciously offers us, too?

• Compassion: “‘Woman, behold, your son!’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Behold, 

your mother.’” (See John 19:26–27.) In life and in death, Jesus’ heart goes out to

those in need. Without saying a word, Mary conveys to her son her need for

comfort. He speaks to her in love, not just as the oldest son responsible for the

welfare of his mother in that society, but as one whose heart sees every need and

responds with compassion to all his people. 

• Sacrifice: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (See Mark 15:34.) In 

order for Jesus’ perfect sacrifice to be complete, the Father has to abandon the

Son. Jesus’ words exude the agony of one taking the hellacious brunt of God’s

wrath. Jesus did this for us, and because he did, you and I need never experience

God’s abandonment. He is with us always, with us to hear, help, heal, and save!
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• Reality: “I thirst.” (See John 19:28.) These words of Jesus show that he is not 

only the true Messiah-Savior, he is also truly human. The divine One—the Living

Water—as true man, feels the full-blown pain caused by whips, nails, and the

weight of the cross. He also experiences the ache of physical thirst. 

• Surrender: “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” (See Luke 23:46.) Here, 

Jesus places himself completely in the hands of the Father, entrusting himself to

the Father’s care. Because of what Jesus did for us, you and I, too, can pray these

same words—in life and in death. As Jesus surrenders his all to the Father’s will,

he speaks to each of us, inviting us to this same kind of trust in God’s power and

love. 

• Accomplishment: “It is finished.” (See John 19:30.) In these lasting words, Jesus 

speaks to every believer’s heart. “It is finished!” The perfect sacrifice of the

Lamb of God is complete. Salvation accomplished! Forgiveness attained! Eternal

life won! Death conquered! And we respond with eternal praise and thanksgiving,

shouting “Amen! Alleluia!” 
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1. Last words count. Even some courts will admit into evidence a “dying declaration.” Why do you think this is?

2. How are Jesus’ statements from the cross, recorded in Luke 23:34 and Luke 23:43, related? How do they 

emphasize the meaning of our Lord’s suffering and death?

3. What do Jesus’ words to Mary and the apostle John (John 19:25–27) tell us about our Savior? (Name all the 

implications you can.) In what kinds of situations might these words comfort you?

4. Both Matthew 27:46 and Mark 15:34 record Jesus’ cry from the depths of hell. He is quoting Psalm 22:1. Jesus’ 

words exude the pain of one taking the hellacious brunt of God’s wrath. Jesus did this for us, and because he 

did, you and I need never experience God’s abandonment.

• When are you tempted to feel abandoned by God?

• How could Jesus’ words comfort you in those situations?

5. Which of Jesus’ words or statements from the cross mean the most to you? Why?

6. With all this in mind, what will you pray about as you look forward to celebrating Jesus’ victory on 

Resurrection morning? Do that together before you leave today and continue individually in the days ahead.
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