
Literacy 

NAME ACTIVITIES 
 
Working with the letters in children’s names is a great introduction to letters and sounds for 
students.  Learning with names is a perfect way to build classroom community and to help  
children make print connections. 
 
What’s In Your Name? 
Prepare for this game by writing the letters of the children’s names on 3x5 cards, one letter 
per card. Put the letter cards in a pile, letter side down.  Mix them up. Have students sit in a 
circle in a small group around the cards.  The students pick a card one at a time.  If the card 
has a letter that is in that student’s name, he/she gets to keep the card and pick again.  If 
the card has a letter that is not in the name, the card is returned to the pile, and it is the next 
player’s turn.  Whoever spells his/her name first is the winner. 
   
Play this game with sight words.  Write the letters to spell sight words on 3X5 cards, one letter 
per card.  Put them in a pile, face down.  Go around the circle and have students choose a 
card one at a time and keep it.  After all the cards are drawn, have the students make as 
many sight words as they can with the cards they have.  Whoever can make the most  
words, wins.   
 
Give each child a number.  Make cards with addition and subtractions facts, dots, tally 
marks, and numerals that represent the number.  The first one to get all of his or her number 
cards wins.  
  
Pattern Names 
Type and print each child’s name in two different colors.  Cut each name into strips.  Have 
each child cut apart the letters on each strip, and  glue the letters onto another paper, 
making two AB pattern names. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name Chants 
Cut sentence strips into 10” sections.  Write each child’s name on the left and then glue  
their photo on the right.  Use these name cards in these name chants and activities. 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 

 Little Red Box 
                                                         (Tune:  “Polly Wolly Doodle”) 
I wish I had a little red box  
To put my child’s  name  in.  (Hold up name card.)  
I’d take him/her out and go, 
“How do you do?”  (Pretend to shake hand.) 
And put him/her back again. 
 

Hickety Pickety 
(Clap hands and snap fingers.) 
 
Hickety, pickety bumblebee 
Who can say their name for me?  Child’s name. 
Clap it.  (Clap out syllables as you say the name.) 
Snap it.  (Snap syllables in name.) 
Whisper it.  (Whisper name.) 
No sound.  (Lip sinc name.) 
 
*Jump, hop, disco, hula, etc. syllables in names. 
 

Name Cheer 
(Cheer each child’s name.) 
 
Give me a ‘K’.   ‘K’ - I’ve got a ‘K,’ you’ve got a ‘K.’   
Give me an ‘i’…Give me an ‘m’… 
What’s it spell?  ‘Kim’  Say it again.  ‘Kim’  One more time.  ‘Kim’ 
Yeah!!! 
 

 
 



 
Who Ate the Cookie? 

 
Child’s name ate the cookie (Hold up name card.) in the cookie jar. 
Who me?  (First child responds.)   
Yes you.  (Class chants.)    
Couldn’t be? (First child.)    
Then who?  (Class chants.)     
Second child’s name ate (Hold up another name.) the cookie in the cookie jar… 
 
Store name cards in an empty cookie box or cookie jar.  Pull out one at a time as you use 
that name in the chant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shakey, Shakey 
 

(Clap hands or slap knees.) 
 
Child’s name, child’s name sick in bed. 
Called the doctor and the doctor said, 
“Get up child’s name, you’re not sick. 
All you need is an exercise trick.”  
So hands up, and shakey, shakey, shakey. 
Get down and shakey, shakey, shakey. 
Turn around and shakey, shakey, shakey. 
Sit down and shakey, shakey, shakey. 
  
 
 



Transitions 
Write each child’s name in the middle of a Popsicle stick.  Put a green dot on one end and 
red on the other.  Keep these name sticks in a jar.  Begin with all green dots up. As you pull 
a name to line up, answer a question, or participate in class, put the stick back into the jar 
with the red dot up so you know you’ve already called on that student. 
 
 
 
Sign In     
Place name cards by a large sheet of paper.  Each day when children come to school they 
can find their card and write their name on the chart.  You can also turn this into a graphing 
activity! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing Center  
Keep cards in the writing center so children can use their friends’ names to write stories, 
notes, etc.  Just having different types of writing tools out makes practicing writing names 
fun!  Use markers, colored pencils, crayons, special pens and pencils- or white crayons and 
white pencils on black paper! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seating 
Place cards on the rug before circle time.  Children find their name and sit in that spot.  (The 
cards can be used in a similar manner for snack or table activities.) 
 
 
Book suggestions to go along with names include: 
A My Name is Alice- Jane Bayer 
A Porcupine Named Fluffy- Helen Lester 
Andy, That’s My Name- Tomie De Paola 
Chrysanthemum- Kevin Henkes 
Tikki Tikki Tembo- Arlene Mosel 


