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John 15:9 
Even as the Father has loved me, 	


I also have loved you. 	




God is love 
…And we are called to remain in Him.  

 
1 John 4:16 

We know and have believed 	

the love which God has for us. 	


God is love, 	

and he who remains in love remains in God, 	


and God remains in him. (WEB)



‘remain’ - (men’-o)  
to stay (in a given place, state, relation or 

expectancy 
!

to abide, continue, dwell, endure, be 
present, remain, stand 

*Strong’s Concordance	




Keep yourself in the love of God! 
 

Jude 1:21 
Keep yourselves in the love of God, 	


looking for the mercy 	

of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.  (WEB)



‘keep’ - (tay-reh’-o)  
to watch; to guard (from loss or injury, 

by keeping the eye upon) 
*Strong’s Concordance	




The truth about God’s love… 
 

His love for us in unchanging 
He loves us because it is His nature to love us 

!

He loved us when we were in darkness - Eph 2:1-5 
He loved us when we were powerless - Rom. 5:6 

He loved us when we were sinners - Rom 5:8 
He loved us when we were His enemy - Rom. 5:10 



The issue is not the question of 
whether God loves you or not…  

Because He loves YOU! 
 

The real issue is… 
How do you respond to  

God loving you right now? 
… in this very moment. 



We can choose to remain  
& we can choose to leave 

!

We can choose to keep ourselves in a real time 
experience of God loving us right now 

!

…or we can choose to not believe 
that He loves us (even though He does) 

!

But He loves us either way!



Love requires freedom 
!

Where love is present,  
there is always a freedom 

to stay or to leave.  
!

You cannot force someone to love you. 
If you do, then it is NOT love!



Examples of ‘forced’ love 
!

If I try to force my children to love me by locking 
the doors of my house so they could not get out,  

…would that be love? 
!

If I forced my wife to marry me  
when she didn’t want to…  

would that be love?  



The nature of love 
!

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a  
4 Love is patient and is kind; love doesn’t envy. Love 

doesn’t brag, is not proud, 5 doesn’t behave itself 
inappropriately, doesn’t seek its own way, is not 

provoked, takes no account of evil; 6 doesn’t rejoice 
in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 

all things. 8 Love never fails. (WEB)



Freedom is always found 
where God is present. 

!

2 Corinthians 3:17 
Now the Lord is the Spirit, 	


and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 	

there is freedom. (NIV)



The high cost of freedom 
in the garden… 

!

Genesis 2:9 
Out of the ground Yahweh God made every tree to 

grow that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food, 
including the tree of life in the middle of the garden 

and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. (WEB)



The Prodigal Son Story - Luke 15 
!

We see this freedom in the prodigal son story. 
!

The father could have imprisoned his son,  
but he didn't 

!

He gave both sons his inheritance  
and the freedom to leave



The father’s desire for his son was that he 
would have ‘remained’ in his house 

 
 to stay  

(in a given place, state, relation or expectancy) 
to abide, continue, dwell, endure,  

be present, remain, stand  
 

The son asked for his inheritance, 
but the father gave him his life (bios) 



Sometimes it takes 
a pig pen experience… 

!

Just like the father in the story, 
God gives us the freedom to stay or go  

but he continues to wait for us  
to come to our senses 

!

I have had my share of pig pen experiences  
along the way :(



When the prodigal son  
experienced need, 

he came to his senses  
& returned home 

!

He had to ‘choose’ to come home 
He still had freedom to stay  

in the pigpen as long as he wanted 



It was an act of ‘faith’ that  
caused the son to head towards home 

!

He didn’t have the most noble of intensions 
All he wanted was food & a roof over his head 

He justified his new position in his father’s house 
by being a servant instead of a son 

!

But the father didn’t mind that his son had impure 
motivations… HE RAN TOWARDS HIM! 



In the same way,  
we have the freedom to wander  

from the security & love 
of being in our Father’s house 

!

…Just like the younger brother did 
…Just like the older brother did 
(not physically but relationally) 



But the invitation from our Abba 
is always the same…Come home! 

!

I don’t care what you’ve done 
or what pigpens you’ve been wallowing in! 

You are my beloved heir! 
I delight to give you my robe, my ring 

& sandals for your feet! 
Let’s have a party! 



Faith de-mystified 
We have mystified the concept of ‘faith’ 

 because we are exercising faith in the unseen 
!

But we make faith choices every day 
We won’t sit in a chair unless we believe it will hold us	


We won’t fly in a plane unless we believe it is safe	

We won’t eat a food that we think is poisonous



Faith in God is exercised the same way 
!

We can choose to believe him to be true  
and turn toward him  

!

…or we can choose to believe that he is lying  
and turn away from him 

!

That does not change His loving nature 
But it does prevent us from enjoying His goodness



Faith is simply our choice 
to move towards God - James 4:8 

!

Hebrews 11:6 
Without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing 	

to him, for he who comes to God must believe 	


that he exists,  and that he is a rewarder 	

of those who seek him. (WEB)	




Our lives were intended to be a  
simple response to God’s love 

!

1 John 4:19 
We love him, 	


because he first loved us. (WEB)	




The fruit of the Spirit is a byproduct 
of simply living in God’s love 

!

Galatians 5:22-23 
The fruit of the Holy Spirit within you is divine love 
in all its various expressions. This love is revealed 
through: Joy that overflows, Peace that subdues,  

Patience that endures, Kindness on display, A life full 
of virtue, Faith that prevails, Gentleness of heart, and 

Strength of spirit. (TPT)	




We can choose to come close to God 
or we can choose to keep our distance 

!

Either way, it doesn’t change  
how He loves us!



If I don’t believe my wife loves me… 
!

I will not come close to her	

!

No matter how much she loves me,	

if I don't believe it I will not be vulnerable to her.	


I will not cultivate a relationship with her	

I will not trust her	


I will not feel the warmth of her embrace	




If we don’t believe that Father loves us 
we will keep our distance from Him too 

!

If our belief system is that he is angry and like our 
earthly fathers we will relate to him like we related to 

our earthly fathers	

!

If you think he is disappointed with you, 	

then you will spend your life trying to win	


His approval through striving



‘I don’t believe God loves me’ 
!

If you struggle with that yourself, 	

you can still pray the prayer the man prayed when 

Jesus asked if he believed…	

!

Mark 9:24 
Immediately the father of the child cried out with tears, 

“I believe. Help my unbelief!” (WEB)	




The truth (reality) that will set you free! 
!

The truth is the Father loves you whether you believe 
it or not and he is waiting and watching 	


for you to come close	

!

He is not preoccupied, distant 	

or disconnected with you.	


!

He wants you to remain in His love!



Papa remains faithful 
even when we don’t! 

!

2 Timothy 2:13 
If we are unfaithful,	


    he remains faithful,	

    for he cannot deny who he is. (NLT)	




The thief comes to kill, steal & destroy 
!

John 10:10 
The thief only comes to steal, kill, and destroy. 	


I came that they may have life, 	

and may have it abundantly. (WEB)  



We are free to believe that God  
loves us and we are free to reject 

that He is loving us right now! 
!

But that does NOT change His heart towards you. 
!

…but it is in believing and receiving the love that he 
has for you that you will enjoy the many, many, many 
benefits of living in love and you will live a fruitful life.	




John 15:9 
Even as the Father has loved me, 	


I also have loved you. 	

Remain in my love. 	


(WEB)
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