
 
 
 

Story Bag 
 
Directions: Put interesting objects and toys in a 
gift bag.  As the bag is passed around the circle, 
each child selects an object and makes up a 
sentence about it.  Encourage the children to 
make up a story with each child contributing to 
the story with the object she selects. 
 
The teacher holds the story bag and sings this 
song to the tune of “The Bear Went over the 
Mountain.” 
 
  There’s something’s in my bag. 
  It’s something you all know. 
  Tell me all about it 
  With lots of words you know. 
 
The teacher selects one object and says, “Tell me 
some words that describe this object.”  After 
several children have suggested words, say, “Tell 
me more.”  “Who can tell me more?” 
 
Place small objects in a recycled plastic bottle.  
Pass the bottle around the room as each child 
says a sentence about an object. 
 



 
 

Picture Talks 
 

Directions: Choose an interesting picture from a 
magazine, calendar, the newspaper, etc.  Tape 
the picture to a large sheet of paper and ask, 
“Who can tell me one word about this picture?”  
Write the word and then draw a line from the 
word to the picture.  Encourage the children to 
continue to tell you words that describe the 
picture as you write them and create a web.  
Read over the words as you complete the lesson. 
 
Ask comprehension questions about interesting 
photos, famous works of art, illustrations in books, 
etc.  What do you think the people are saying?  
What do you think happened before the picture 
was taken?  What do you think is going to 
happen next? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Listen Up! 
 

Here are some activities to enhance sound 
awareness, auditory discrimination, and listening 
skills. 
 
Mystery Sounds - Ask children to close their eyes.  
Walk around the room 
making different noises (open the door, ring a 
bell, sharpen a pencil) while children identify 
what you are doing. 
 
Sound Walk - Take the children on a “silent” 
nature walk.  Challenge them 
to remember all the sounds that they can hear.  
Make a list of all the sounds when you return to 
the classroom. 
 
Story Sounds - Invite the children to add sounds 
as you read a story.  Prompt them before you 
read by telling them to roar for the dinosaur, 
squeak for the mouse, or snap for rain. 
    
Animal Sounds - Learning animal sounds is a 
natural way to develop language and listening 
skills.  Sing songs such as “Old MacDonald” and 
play “Guess Who I Am?” where children make 
animal noises for their friends to identify. 
 



Gossip - Have children sit in a circle.  Whisper a 
simple message in  
the first child’s ear.  That child passes the 
message to the person sitting next to them and 
so on around the circle.  The last child repeats 
what she heard, which is usually far from the 
original whisper. 
   
Perfect Pitch - Hum a note and ask children to 
join in.  Vary the pitch 
from high to low.  You can also use a xylophone 
or other class instrument to play this game. 
 
Sound Bottles - Place different objects (dried 
beans, paper clips, rice, 
buttons, etc.) in recycled water bottles.  Place 
bottles in old socks.  Children shake and try and 
identify objects.  They can remove the bottles to 
verify their guess. 
 
 
 


