
WITH THE MAJORITY OF THE WORLD’S POPULATION WITH A CAMERA 
IN THEIR POCKET, PEOPLE EVERYWHERE ARE TURNING TO VIDEO TO  

DOCUMENT AND SHARE ACCOUNTS OF ABUSE.  
But all too often they are not filming safely or effectively and their videos don’t make a difference.

WITNESS makes it possible for anyone, anywhere to use video and technology to protect and defend human rights. 

WITNESS INNOVATES 
within the constantly evolving technology land-

scape in order to harness tech’s potential to 
advance human rights. 

Our Mobil-Eyes Us initiative connects frontline activists 
with distant witnesses watching an event via livestream to 
exert pressure, show solidarity, and change the outcome 
of a situation in real time. 

In collaboration with LGBTQ organizations, we produced 
“Capturing Hate,” a report analyzing eyewitness videos 
depicting transphobic violence, recorded and shared 
as entertainment. This new and groundbreaking data is 
a vitally timely tool for LGBTQ communities to push for 
justice and policy changes.

With more and more bystander footage of violence 
being shared online, we produced ethical guidelines to 
establish best practices. The guide has quickly become 
a widely-used resource for journalists and activists using 
citizen video.

WITNESS ADVOCATES 
to technology companies to create changes on 

the system level. 

Following our advocacy, YouTube created the Custom Blur 
Tool enabling users to protect faces and sensitive content 
in a video before uploading, allowing citizens sharing testi-
mony of human rights violations to safeguard footage that 
could lead to people being targeted.

After the fatal shooting of Philando Castile by Minnesota 
police was broadcast over Facebook Live, Facebook 
reached out to WITNESS for help thinking through 
their role in presenting, curating, and preserving live 
footage from human rights and social justice contexts.

WITNESS COLLABORATES 
with communities on the front lines of abuse 

to build widespread literacy in the use of video 
and technology for human rights. 

Our “Filming Hate” tip sheet, released days after the 2016 
presidential election when a surge of hate incidents were 
reported across U.S., reached thousands of activists.  

With partners in Syria and beyond, we created the first-ever 
comprehensive Video as Evidence guide; this year our 
Syrian partners will bring their footage, curated with our 
guidance, before the International Criminal Court.

In collaboration with Brazilian organizations, we created 
a guide on filming police violence during protests, 
widely utilized during the 2014 World Cup and 2016 Olym-
pics. Together, we presented videos of abuse before the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to demand 
accountability.




