
Vision Sunday  
Investing our lives for what matters most 

August 20, 2017      Luke 10:1-20      Jonathan Schaeffer 

 
“Do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, 

but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 
Luke 10:20 

 

Live for the Line, not the Dot. 
If we really live forever in one of two places, like Jesus teaches, that 
means my time on earth is just a dot in the long line of my existence.   
80 years compared with 800 billion years? Just a dot in my timeline.   
The psalmist reflects on this and comes to the conclusion: “My entire 
lifetime is just a moment…at best, each of us is but a breath.”  Psalm 39:5 

 
Jesus highlights two truths: 
 

1. My events and happenings “in the dot” are temporary. 
To paraphrase, “Don’t put your confidence or find your greatest 
satisfaction in things that happen in this life. It’s all temporary.” 
   

2. My greatest joy comes from what I know will last forever.   
“Rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”  Luke 10:20 

 
Our purpose is to exalt Jesus Christ by making disciples who… 

 Love Jesus. 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind.”  Luke 10:27 

 

 Grow with others. 
“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever!”  2 Peter 3:18 
 

“Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God 
with deep reverence and fear.  For God is working in you, giving 
you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.”  Phil. 2:12-13 

 

 Serve the world. 
“We are God’s masterpiece. He created us new in Christ Jesus, so 
we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.” Eph. 2:10  

Looking ahead as a church family… 

 Love Jesus. 
1. Provide passionate worship at every age level in our church family. 
2. Grow by 50% the number of individuals on a Bible-reading plan. 
 

 Grow with others. 
1. Launch a new wave of small groups in the next year.  
2. Continue to offer core Adult Classes for growth and fellowship. 
3. Demonstrate Ephesians 2:14 community:  we affirm the value and 
dignity of every person, thankful that Jesus unites us as “one people.”  
 

 Serve the world. 
1. Become a leadership launch-pad, aiming to train 200 interns and 
residents at Grace in the next 10 years. 
2. Be a safe place for people to find healing and restoration. 
3. Show compassion to neighbors here in Cleveland & globally, living 
out our faith in the workplace, launching more new churches, engaging 
in outreach with refugees and immigrants, and reaching out to the 
remaining people groups globally who don’t know that Jesus saves.     

 
My home in Heaven—the Line—gives perspective to my journey. 

“Our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they 
produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever!”  

"If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can 
satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for 
another world. If none of my earthly pleasures satisfy it, that does 
not prove that the universe is a fraud. Probably earthly pleasures 
were never meant to satisfy it, but only to arouse it, to suggest the 
real thing."   —C.S. Lewis 

 
Action steps: 
1.   Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:9, “We make it our goal to please the  

Lord.”  What would it look like for you to own that goal personally? 
 

2.   Psalm 10:4 says that for proud people, “there is no room for God.”   
What might I need to re-arrange in my life to make sure there’s “room 
for God” to speak, prompt, and guide me?  
   

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 
You can watch today’s message—and previous ones—at gracecma.org (media) 


