
Sophia Wisdom – my journey (Coralie Ling) 

Last month I went to the funeral of a long standing feminist friend and theologian, Carol Hogan. 

When she knew she was dying she emailed her friends and told us that she was resting in 

Sophia/wisdom’s embrace.  With some of her friends she prepared her funeral liturgy. The funeral 

liturgy was one where I could fully enter its spirit and did not have to stand back and make 

allowances for the conservative and patriarchal nature of so many Christian services. I, too, at that 

service was caught up in Sophia wisdom’s embrace. 

Carol and I have been part of the feminist theological movement that has a long history but gained 

new momentum at the end of the sixties. We could no longer accept that great chain of being and 

command that underlay much masculine classical theology – that chain that had the Father, Lord, 

King/ the male God at the top, followed by men on the next rung, then women, then children, then 

animals, then plants and the earth. We women needed to move beyond God the Father, the title of 

Mary Daly’s book published in 1973. Daly suggested that we understand the divine as a verb,  

“hasn’t the naming of “God” as a noun been an act of murdering that dynamic Verb?” she asks in 

“Beyond God the Father” (p33) 

Upsetting the pyramidal paradigm we feminists back in the 70’ and 80’s began to look for non 

hierarchical, inclusive ways of understanding the divine. Woman wisdom came dancing to the fore 

as we read Proverbs and then the more explicit books of Wisdom and Sirach from the apocrypha. 

Some male Biblical scholars had been working on the Wisdom literature in the sixties but it was 

feminist biblical scholar Elisabeth Schussler Fiorenza who raised the possibility of seeing Sophia as 

promoting an inclusive space, a spiralling open presence of the divine, making it possible to have a 

womenchurch, a democratic open ended discipleship of equals, Sophia swirling through it.  

I explored this new possibility, it seemed new, though research showed it had a long history traced 

back to the early church, traces of it in the gospels and letters. Sophia became more than scholarly 

research when I joined the “re-imagining” conference held in 1993 in Minneapolis. (sponsored by 

the WCC Churches in Solidarity with women) Here the liturgies and celebrations had Sophia at the 

centre – the keynote speakers were introduced with the blessing chant:  

Bless Sophia, 
Dream the vision, 
Share the wisdom 
Dwelling deep within. 
 
All of us were affirmed as bearers of Sophia Wisdom, that transcendence that dwells deep within as 
well as beyond – Sophia of heart and mind. 
 
I came back to Australia to develop with other feminist theologians our ongoing journey with Sophia. 
Liturgies, songs, prayers, bible studies were all part of this journey. One important part of this 
journey was the ecofeminist one. In the Sophia stories of creation there is delight and partnership. 
Journeying with her is to enjoy and respect the environment, to regard each plant and animal, the 
air and the water and the soil as partners in their own way of being. There is no place for domination 
and exploitation. In the words of the book of Wisdom, Sophia’s breath is in all and through all. Her 
wisdom dwells deep within the whole creation which is continually evolving. 



To quote Shirley Wurst in the Earth Bible “In Proverbs 8 and 9, Woman Wisdom invites her followers 
into her way, characterized by maturity, knowledge and skill, and celebration and delight in our 
ecokinship with Earth community and each other.”(p83) 
 
Sophia represents interconnection and draws us on to make relationships across cultures as she is 
multicultural, across faiths, across theologies. In her capacity as enlivening spirit she is central not 
only to some feminist theologies but also to process theology. 
 To quote 2 process theologians as they criticised some theology of their time in the 1970’s 
“Indeed, God seems to be the archetype of dominant, inflexible , unemotional, completely 

independent (read ‘strong’) male. Process theology denies the existence of this God (John Cobb and 

David Ray Griffin p126 On the Mystery.)In process theology connections are made with science and 

philosophy in an understanding of the world and God as continually evolving, in process. Sophia  in 

process theology is the eros, the desire, the enlivening mysterious one drawing  us on in her very 

complex steps in the dance of life.  

I make connections with Sophia deep within myself and in the meeting with the wisdom of each 

other. I meet her too in the beauty, and the chaos, the patterns and the laments of the cosmos. I 

also meet her, although she has been pushed to the edges, in the faith stories of history and in the 

pages of the Bible. 

Sophia is both mystical and practical for her way is the way of insight and justice, reasoning and 

healing -  as the book of Wisdom says in every age she is embodied within us impelling us to be her 

friends and prophets. That is my journey. 

 

 


