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IntervIew wIth  
Derek & DomInIc ojeDa

The Yachats Gazette enjoyed interviewing two new-ish 
residents of Yachats who both work for Blythe Collins’s 
Bread and Roses Bakery on 4th St.

TYG: Can I get your name for the recording?
Dominic: My name is Dominic Ojeda, 
Derek: And I’m Derek John Ojeda. [laughs] Both initials 
DJO. 
Dominic: John, and I’m Dominic Jacob. Don’t get us 
mixed up! [laughs]

TYG: We’ll call you Derek and Dominic in the interview. 
So, where are you guys from?
Derek: San Diego. Born and raised. 
Dominic: Our family’s still down there in San Diego. 
Derek moved up to Yachats about a year ago, and I moved 
up just this past July, just before the 4th. 

TYG: So you got to see our great 4th of July parade!
Dominic: I really did! That was actually one of the best 
4th of July’s I’ve had. Just the small town feeling… and 
that fireworks show lasted quite a while too!

TYG: It’s that good every time!
Dominic: I look forward to next year too! [laughs]

TYG: At least the fireworks show. The parade can vary in 
size significantly.
Dominic: I didn’t get to see the parade, actually. We were 
up [Horizon] Hill—I think we’d just closed down and 
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cleaned up. Then we went up Horizon Hill with some 
friends and watched the fireworks up there. 

TYG: The thing is, the safety procedures are [such that] 
you can sit pretty close to the launch site and you can look 
straight up and see fireworks.
Dominic: I didn’t know that! That’s actually pretty cool. 

TYG-Graphic Design: Yeah, if you go down 3rd Street, 
they allow you to sit by the ocean on 3rd Street, right at 
that intersection—it’s pretty awesome.
TYG-GD: Are you guys brothers?
Derek: Fully blood-related, yes.
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Dominic: I’m the oldest. I’m 27, and Derek’s 24.Derek: 
There are five of us total. Three other siblings. I’m the 
second to youngest. 
Dominic: I’m the second to oldest. We’ve got an older 
half-sister, Rosie. It’s funny the way it went: girl-boy-girl-
boy-girl. Rosie, me, my sister Alisha, Derek, and my sister 
Alex.

TYG-GD: Your sister Alex? 
Dominic: Alexandra, is her full name. We’re also Hispan-
ic, with our last name being Ojeda.

TYG-GD: What region is that from? 
Dominic: Spain. We’re Spanish, Mexican, a bit of Yaqui 
Indian. [Turns to Derek] Anything else you can think of? 
My dad’s convinced we’re all Hawaiian. 

TYG: Are you serious about that?
Dominic: I am serious, because he has an infatuation with 
Hawaiian culture, and anything that has to do with surfing 
or being on the ocean. And any vacation or chance he gets, 
he’s going to Hawaii. The island of Kaua‘i is his favorite. 

TYG: Do you guys go to Hawaii every time?
Dominic: I’ve only been there myself twice. He’s been 
there many more times, maybe about five or six [times]. 

But he’s planning on moving there in the next few years, 
for retirement. If he gets to retire. [laughs] It’ll be a work-
ing retirement. 

TYG-GD: What does your dad do?
Dominic: Right now he’s a project manager for a contract-
ing company in San Diego. But the company hasn’t been 
doing so well the last few years; they’ve actually gone 
through a bankruptcy. It’s just a big mess on the own-
ers’ part. But he’s still hopeful, and he’s still positive. I’d 
say he’s gone through some evolution himself in the last 
couple of years. He seems to be a happier, more fulfilled 
guy. He’s not all about making money, and work. He 
knows what it takes to make himself happy. I can tell he’s 
kind of found that.  
Derek: He grew up. 
Dominic: [laughs] I know. We grew up, and we all 
changed, and so did he. I’m sure we’ve got more changing 
to do too! It’s cool to see your parents, your dad do that. 

TYG-GD: So, why did you come to Yachats? San Diego to 
Yachats, that’s a big difference!
Derek: I prefer the cooler weather. It’s not easy being in 
San Diego where it’s a desert and you only get green trees 
a few months out of the year. It was pretty tough on me 
having to always be around crowds and other people. I 
really like the feel of the small town. Everybody’s kind 

(Continued next page)
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here—it’s not like a dramatic little town or anything. And 
I had my good friend Krista, who brought me up here. I 
visited, before I ended up being offered a job by Blythe.
Dominic: I guess it was about two years ago that we took 
a trip to Eugene for a music festival. And Krista said, “You 
guys are in Eugene, you need to come to the coast where 
I live and see my log cabin!” and we came over. I’d never 
visited a town like it; I’d passed through some towns that 
seemed similar but nothing really like Cape Perpetua right 
next door—that’s a back yard, right there! Just seeing it 
all, Derek knew he wanted to get up here. And after he 
got up here, he kept telling me all year long, “Gotta get up 
here! Blythe keeps asking about you!” I knew I needed to 
be up here, so I followed up. 

TYG: What’s it like living here in a cold climate? What’s 
the change like?
Derek: In my opinion, it gets cool, but it’s not that cold of 
a climate. I lived in Germany for a little bit, and that was 
down to the negative degrees in Fahrenheit readings. That 
was pretty intense there. We’re right at the 45° latitude, so 
there’s so much more cold north of us!

TYG-GD: When did you go to Germany?
Derek: 2009-2010. And I was an au pair, so I took care of 
two kids. I did it to kind of get used to another language, 
get immersed and stuff. […]

TYG-GD: What else did you see in Germany? Did you go 
to any other places?
Derek: Yes! I had a good friend that was living in Switzer-
land, going to school in Switzerland. So between Germany 
and Switzerland, I was kind of 50-50. 

TYG-GD: Oh! Did you know I’m from Switzerland?
Derek: Oh, that’s right, I forgot! 

TYG-GD: But from the French-speaking part. You must 
have been in the German-speaking part?
Derek: I was mostly in Lugano, actually, so Italian.

TYG: Lugano? I’m sorry, I don’t know Swiss geography 
that well.
TYG-GD: Lugano—it’s on the other side of the Alps, in 
southern Switzerland.
Derek: It’s like an hour from Milan, Italy, the main city.

TYG: What is there for transportation?
Derek: You could take bus or train, even. Train would 
probably be just over an hour. 

TYG: I would think car would be faster.
TYG-GD: Not really, because it’s in the mountains, and 
you have to go over all the passes.
Dominic: [The train] is a pretty efficient way to get from 
country to country, or region to region.

TYG-GD: [To Dominic] Have you been to Europe?
Dominic: I haven’t, no. I’ve got to make my way! Work-
ing in the bakery, you know, there are tons of travelers 
from Europe and all over the world, really. And the kind 
ones, the really nice customers that we get actually leave 
their information and say to call them. “Anytime you’re in 
Amsterdam!” or “Anytime you’re in this part of the world, 
call me!” Oh, Jamaica was another one… “Tell me when 
you’re going, and I have a free place to stay…” They’re 
always so nice. […]
(Continued next page)
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Derek: I love the friendliness you get from people like 
that.

TYG-GD: […] So you have a surfboard on your car. Do 
you go surfing all the time?
Dominic: I do! I just got up here, and it’s taking a little 
time to get used to it. There’s a big difference between the 
southern Pacific and the northern Pacific. One, yes, the 
temperature. I already got stocked up on some more neo-
prene. I’ve got the hood, I got the gloves; I already had the 
booties and I’ve had a 5/4 [mm] winter suit, so that’s still 
doing me well up here.

TYG:  You have a dry suit?
Dominic: No. Surfers don’t use dry suits so much—those 
are more for kayakers and divers.

TYG: Why is that?
Dominic: It’s because they’re more baggy, and wetsuits 
fit tight to your body. The water’s still able to get in, but 
it uses the heat of your body, and it traps the water and 
warms it up so it’s insulation. 

TYG-GD: So what else do you have to get used to?
Dominic: Well, wind is another factor. Specially right now, 
the northwest winds are coming in and that makes it hard 
to find a protected spot—you have to hide behind a cape. 

TYG-GD: But I thought the whole point was wind and 
waves?
Dominic: Wind equals waves, but you want the wind to be 
far off-shore, to generate the swell. The long-period swells 
that move all the way across the ocean, minus the wind 
with it—when they reach the shore they’re clean, wind-
swept, and it’s not like whitecaps everywhere. It doesn’t 
chop us the surface, but the waves are coming through 
still. 

TYG: From the southwest wind, it’s more like that.
Dominic: Yes, I hear fall time it’s going to get better. 
The winds are going to switch, and we’ll have some 
swell coming from the Aleutian Islands that are going to 
be long-period swells. I’m looking forward to that! I’ve 
already checked out a few breaks around here—just get-
ting familiar. Everyone tells me about the sharks! I know 
they’re everywhere, so I try to put that out of mind.

TYG-GD: [To Derek] Do you surf? 
Derek: No. I would in tropical waters, but… [laughs] I 
have this thing where I don’t like wet stuff all over my 
body when it’s cold. 
Dominic: He’s going to get used to that, because we’re go-
ing to get some kayaks and do some rapids!

TYG-GD: I think Beaver Creek would be awesome to 
kayak, too.
Derek: Oh yes.

(Continued next page)
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TYG-GD: Oh, I love her struan. I even found out you can 
freeze it. [laughter all around] […]
Derek: The bakery is part of who we are, right now. I re-
ally enjoy the coffee aspect, I love coffee and tea. That’s 
what I’ve been doing since I was 16. A good number of 
years later, it keeps [being] fun, keeps interesting. Like 
Dominic said, the customers you meet are really kind 
of one of a kind here. We get transients, but it’s not the 
normal type of transients like you get in other towns. Like, 
I lived in northern California for a while, and it’d just be 
people hitching through and whatever. There are people 
who hitchhike through here, but most of the time they 
always have a purpose. Everybody always has a purpose 
when they come to this town.

TYG: What do you guys imagine doing in 2016 here?
Derek: [chuckles] Well, 2016 is when the next mayoral 
election will be, and I’ll be a registered voter by then. So 
maybe I’ll be running for mayor. [laughter all around]

TYG: Seriously?
Derek: Yes! It’s been discussed a couple of times…

TYG-GD: Really! What are your qualifications?
Derek: You know, I’ve been into, and in, business for a 
long time—managed a couple of business and such. I kind 
of want to jump into helping build this community. Even 
if it’s so great! Depending on whether the highway re-
construction goes through, there might have to be a lot of 
clean-up, a lot of chasing away of big business. [laughs] 
Nah.

TYG: Why should you chase away big business as long as 
it’s not affecting the coastline? Like, over the hill? Why not 
have some big business? It would really help the town’s 
economy.
Dominic: Over the hill it would be ok, but here in Yachats? 
Derek: All of us are here for a reason, too. And we’ve 
made it our point to get away from the big hassle of cities 

Dominic: You’re right, yes! For stand-up paddling, too. 
That’s a stand-up paddle surfboard [on my car]. I’ve been 
doing that on the Yachats River, I’ve done it down at the 
Siuslaw. But Beaver Creek would be fun. I love how the 
mist hangs real low on the water right there. […]

This fall, Blythe is going to be training me how to do pas-
try, so I’ll be able to open the shop whenever we please, as 
long as we have pastry there. That might be the chance that 
we’ll be able to get, is during the week [at the moment, the 
bakery’s hours are Friday through Monday]. 

TYG: And the proceeds still go there, to Blythe?
Dominic: Yes, of course, to Blythe. It’ll just be one more 
thing I can do to help her out. One of the reasons she 
wants to train me is that she’ll be able to concentrate solely 
on her bread. That’s her love, is the bread. She doesn’t 
really have time to do it right now because she’s cater-
ing weddings, she’s having to do the pastry, having to do 
lunches [in the shop], and the only thing I do right now 
is coffee and the front of house [the customer area]. And 
Derek as well.  
Derek: The more we can do to help out and keep the shop 
running… 
Dominic: Because [the customer area] is what keeps the 
shop running, she can do her real passion, her true art.

(Continued next page)
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TYG-GD: Are they not finding enough time to come all the 
way up here?
Derek: Not necessarily.  
Dominic: My little sister is a dancer, and she went to Jof-
frey Ballet School in New York, which means my mom 
and dad have been over there a few times this year, kind of 
helping her to get settled and a bit more comfortable. 

TYG-GD: How old is she?
Dominic: She is twenty years old, and actually on the 29th 
[of August], she’s going to be 21.

TYG-GD: Alright, happy birthday to Alex!
Dominic: She still looks like she’s 15 though—she’s tiny! 
They throw her in the air! [laughter all around]

TYG-GD: So you guys—at least Derek—you’re planning 
on being a resident here?
Derek: Yes, definitely. I love the businesses that I’m a part 
of right now, and that are around.

TYG-GD: Where else do you work?
Derek: I work currently at Bread & Roses, as well as Ona 
Restaurant & Lounge, [as a] server, host, and bar-backing. 
Eventually I’ll get into some bartending.

(Continued: Dominic & Derek Ojeda)

and such. Even the bakery and such, businesses like this… 
I love, love, love doing it, but it would absolutely be awe-
some if I could eventually get into some kind of zero waste 
program, where you don’t really waste anything. It kind of 
saddens me to know what I’m still doing to the environ-
ment, to have these commodities, these conveniences that 
we really do enjoy, definitely, but…

TYG: So, what I’m thinking is, is something like this, for 
the future. We basically have two parts of town. We have 
this type of town, the tourist town, and this’ll be the fun 
part. But inland, a little ways—not in the valley, because 
that’s also a tourist part—but inland, up in the hills, I think 
we should build a bigger section of town, more lively. 
Derek: One problem, though, is that it doesn’t stay a big 
town if you keep building up. Things get bigger, and more 
people flood in. Soon, the characteristics that we cherish 
so much about this town, they’re going to be lost, and the 
people, the types of people that will be here, that will be 
brought in and drawn here, they’ll be a different type, and 
[they’ll come here] for different reasons than most of us 
are here for. 

TYG: I mean, there would still be good views. 
TYG-GD: Well, I think people have a deeper reason for 
being here than just seeing a view.  
Derek: They want to see a view that’s still a gem—that’s 
why we’re the gem of the Oregon Coast!

TYG: […] Anything else you’d like to add?
Derek: I’d really like to thank the Yachats community for 
being so kind and welcoming to not just me, but my family 
as well. I’d love to show more of my family this beautiful 
place. Eventually they will be able to come and visit me, in 
their busy city lives.

(Continued next page)
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TYG: So do you think you’re going to stay here, or move 
on?
Dominic: I’ll be here for a while. I think that now that I’ve 
met Blythe, worked for over a month and a little bit, and 
just seeing how cool of a person she is, and how she’s will-
ing to teach me, I think I have a lot more to learn from her 
and here at the bakery. And the quality of life here is just… 
it’s hard to top it, you know? So many healthy things to 
do—and in cities, you find so many unhealthy things to 
do to yourself. I just really want to live a nice peaceful life 
with people who want to do the same thing, so I’m here, 
you know! [laughter]

TYG: Well thank you so much for your time, you guys! 
Derek: Thanks!  
Dominic: Thank you!

TYG-GD: What about you, Dominic? Are you going to 
stay here for a while and move on, or what?
Dominic: Yeah, you know, I can’t see myself going back to 
San Diego… or, for that matter, living in a big city again. 

TYG-GD: What’s changed for you?
Dominic: What’s changed? For one, when I was in San 
Diego, I worked in education, Special Ed. And now up 
here I’m working with coffee, and a little bit of customer 
service type stuff. It’s a lot different, but I’m finding that I 
like it. I could go back to education too, always, but…

TYG-GD: Are you involved with the YYFAP program [Ya-
chats Youth & Family Activities Program] at all?
Dominic: No…

TYG-GD: They need volunteers!
TYG: I think they’d like you!
Dominic: I think I’d like it too…

TYG-GD: One of the things I like in this town is that ev-
erything seems intertwined. It’s not that people have their 
own separate lives, in their own little pockets, but that they 
seem to care about many different aspects of the commu-
nity. 
Dominic: I’ve seen that too. 

(Continued: Dominic & Derek Ojeda)
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IntervIew wIth jerome GarGer, 

Part 2
The Yachats Gazette continues its interview with Jerome 
Garger, started in the previous issue.

Jerome: I met a lot of interesting, politically-aware, envi-
ronmentally-aware… I would call them idealistic people 
involved in the civil rights movement, and the anti-war 
movement. I met a man who was a major in the army, and 
a dentist; his wife was a nurse. We got to know each other 
from going to concerts and having dinner with each other, 
that sort of thing. And he and his wife wanted to start a 
commune in Oregon—they wanted to start an organic 
farm. They had another couple lined up, and the other 
couple backed out, kind of at the last minute. I was mar-
ried at the time, and [the major and his wife] asked my for-
mer wife and me if we wanted to bring our three kids out 
to Oregon and start an organic communal farm with them. 
And we said, “Oh yeah, sure!” [laughs] We really didn’t 
know these people very well at all. So I resigned my posi-
tion, and in June of ’71 we moved out to Oregon, where 
we were the co-founders of a commune. It was called the 
no-name commune—we couldn’t ever agree on a name. 
[laughter all around] We were about 15-20 miles south of 
Cottage Grove, next to a big, big, well-known commune 
called the Rainbow Family commune. During the com-
mune days, as a Midwife’s Assistant for a Nurse/Midwife 
living on the farm, I assisted in the birth of five children. 
Never having been allowed anywhere near the birth of my 
three children in the 60s because of the medical attitudes 

and practices at the time, this experience was an extremely 
powerful and transformative experience for me as I had no 
realistic conception at all about what was actually involved 
in childbirth. I met some of the most interesting, idealistic 
people I have ever known out of the commune. We used 
to pick up a lot of people hitch-hiking on I-5, and—I also 
have to say—I met some of the biggest moochers I’ve ever 
met at the commune. 

(Continued next page)

Jerome Garger



The Yachats Gazette
Issue 37 September 1, 2014 Page 9

 
the 60’s, and what was called the hippie movement, were 
on the right track. I still basically believe a lot in their 
principles. What happened was that we really didn’t know 
how to live together closely that well, and to share things 
well. So there were a lot of disputes and arguments. And as 
I said, there were a lot of people who showed up who just 
wanted to mooch and not really contribute much at all. But 
I also know of communes—there’s a commune outside of 
Mapleton, here—that has been in existence for 40 years, 
called the Alpha Farm, and they’ve been very successful. It 
seemed like the ones that had either a very strong, dictato-
rial leader were successful, or the ones that had a spiritual 
basis were successful. Ours had a lot of problems. So after 
a couple of years we gave up. My family and I moved into 
Eugene […] and lived there for a while. I kept teaching at 
Lane Community College. 

TYG-Editorial Assistant: So you lived in more conven-
tional housing?
Jerome: Yes. […] I taught at Lane Community College 
for 27 years, from 1971 to 1998. It was a very, very good 
place to teach. I really, really liked my students. I thought 
that instead of being the lecturer, I really was a teacher, 
and that my classes were very participatory. They were 
mostly discussion classes; I think I had some very, very 
good students and I knew how to get the best out of a lot 
of them. It was a very satisfying experience teaching there, 
rather than just being a lecturer, which I think I had been 
mostly in St. Louis. I learned not to be a lecturer from 

TYG: What’s a moocher?
Jerome: A moocher is basically somebody who wants to 
be first in line at the food table, and who never, never, ever 
wants to do any work! [laughter] And there were a lot of 
those who showed up. But there were also some really, 
really interesting, neat, very admirable people too. More of 
them than the moochers.

TYG: What’s a commune? That’s what I don’t understand. 
Jerome: A commune? It was part of the counter-culture 
movement in the 1960’s, where people who thought that 
America was heading down the wrong path with every-
thing based on consumerism, and owning a lot of stuff 
whether you needed it or not, constantly needing to get 
new stuff or different stuff—that that wasn’t a very good 
path to follow. [They believed] there were other values 
that were more important, and we thought that by living 
communally, and sharing, by working together, and not 
getting caught up in all that—living a more simple kind of 
lifestyle—we could live closer to what our values were. 
So we tried to do that. But frankly, Allen, we didn’t know 
how to do it very well. 

TYG: You said “thought” there, not “think.” Does that 
mean you no longer have these beliefs?
Jerome: No. I know that there have been successful com-
munes; I still think that the counter-culture movement in 

(Continued next page)
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teaching in the ghetto. That method didn’t work there at 
all. 

TYG-EA: You mentioned that before, and I’m kind of inter-
ested in that distinction—how do you see it?
Jerome: Well, when I was teaching in the ghetto—this was 
between 1965 and 1971—the Civil Rights movement was 
really steaming up. Not only that, but I had a lot of young, 
black men who were Vietnam vets coming back from 
Vietnam to basically the same old stuff in the ghetto and 
the way they were treated, and they weren’t having any 
of it. They wanted a teacher! They didn’t want somebody 
who was going to be lecturing them and telling them what 
it was about, especially if that person was white. So what I 
learned was how to facilitate and lead discussions. I think 
that I learned it from them, that I learned to be a teacher, 
and then I worked on perfecting it as I could when I taught 
out here at Lane Community College. 

I taught writing and literature in the English department 
at Lane Community College. For the last 11 years, I was 
allowed, at the urging of the head of the Social Science de-
partment, to create a Political Science class called “Peace 
and Conflict Studies.” For that class, basically, I made it a 
very current, issues kind of class—whatever was going on. 
I would try to get the most controversial speakers to come 
to my class to present their viewpoints on it. I think that’s 
where I maybe did my best teaching, in those classes, 

because I was basically kind of a facilitator and a choreog-
rapher. There were supposed to be 35 people in the class. 
I always let 40 in, and I always had to turn more people 
away. That’s an indication that the class is a successful 
one. I had some of the most fascinating guest speakers. 
[…] The way I taught the class was: Fall Quarter I taught 
international issues, Winter Quarter I taught national is-
sues, and Spring local issues. The guest speakers I had… 
for example, Peter DeFazio, who was the representative in 
Congress for the district, talked every fall—every year that 
I taught. He was a wonderful, wonderful person to have in 
class because he would say what he had to say for about 
ten minutes, and for the rest of the class, for the hour and 
20 minutes remaining, he would take questions from the 
class. No matter what was asked of him, he would answer 
it as accurately and fully as he could. You don’t get that 
from politicians a lot. He never knew what was going to 
be thrown at him, and some of them were pretty hostile 
questions. I had a lot of people like that, who were really, 
really good. I learned about teaching from them, too. The 
(Continued next page)
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last eleven years of my teaching were enhanced, as far as I 
was concerned, because I got to create this Peace and Con-
flict Studies program. By the way, when I left there, a guy 
who has a Ph.D. in Political Science took over the course. 
It’s still going on at LCC, and he created a Peace Center 
there in conjunction with it. […] It’s really good to see that 
that whole idea is still going on. […]

Anyway, back to how we got to Yachats…

I retired in ’98, and in 2000, Vicky and I were living in 
Eugene, and she got this idea. She said: “Have you ever 
thought about having a place over at the coast?” And I 
said, “I’ve always loved the coast, but I’ve never thought 
about having a place there.” So she called a realtor over 
here, and […] we were told that she had four places to 
show us. So, we looked at all four places. The first one 
was right around the corner, and the other ones were on 
the other side of the river, and they were all too expensive 
for us. When we drove up Greenhill to go to the first place 
she showed us […] this place had been half-finished, when 
Vincent Bitle, who is a very skilled builder and carpenter, 
bought it and put the finishing touches on it. He built the 
decks, he finished the downstairs, and he did some really 
good work. Anyway, the day before, he had finished it 
to the point where he thought, “I can show it to people!” 
So the day before we drove up Greenhill, he stuck a little 
sign out there that said “House for Sale”! And when we 
went by, I was glancing that way and saw it. So I asked 

our realtor, and said, “What about that place we passed 
with that little “House for Sale” sign on it?” She wasn’t 
very enthusiastic about showing it to us, because it wasn’t 
her listing. She was kind of reluctant, and said “I don’t 
know if he’s home.” I was really kind of insistent, and said 
“Well, let’s just stop, let me go up and knock on the door.” 
It turned out Vincent was here. He walked Vicky and me 
through the place, we walked around outside… We loved 
it. And not only that, it was within our price range. I told 
him I was really interested in it, and we’d get back to him. 
We were going to go back to Eugene, and we drove down 
the hill, and we said, “Oh, let’s go sit by the ocean and talk 
for a little bit.” We talked to each other, and said “Well, 
we’ve only seen four places. We can’t buy a place with-
out looking at more places, and seeing what’s available.” 
And then we looked at each other, and said, “Yes we can!” 
[laughs] So after ten minutes we came back and we said, 
“We’re going to make an offer on the place.” And we did, 
and he accepted it, so we own this place. Now for the first 
three years, we went back and forth. We were here maybe 
about half the time, but we were still living in Eugene. 
And when we weren’t here, our five kids were taking turns 
using it, which meant we were kind of the care-takers. We 
did all the up-keeping and cleaning and taking care of it, 
and they did all the partying! [chuckles] At a certain point, 
we decided, “That’s enough of that.” [laughter] So we 
moved over here, and they were not pleased. That was in 
2003, [when] we moved here.
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Why Yachats in the first place? Well, first of all, one of the 
main reasons I liked it was that when we came through 
and stopped here, there were never any fast food places 
here. And to me, that was a really good sign. It seemed 
quirky, it seemed unique, it seemed kind of an odd little 
place. It was quaint, interesting; there seemed to be 
educated, politically, environmentally aware people here. 
But you want to know the really big reason why Yachats? 
When we would drive to Yachats or through Yachats, 
many times in those years, as you come north on 101, to-
ward the bridge, I would always be fascinated by looking 
to the right, east, up the Yachats River. To me, it seemed 
like the most beautiful scene I have ever experienced. 
That was a lot of it. I mean, there was something about 
that view that touched me. In the past I bought homes on 
the basis of the kind of trees they had in the yard, which 
maybe isn’t the best way to do it. 

We’ve lived here full time for 11 years now. We love it, we 
like the people, and that’s it! 

Now, can I throw in a plug for something political here—
do you mind?

TYG: I don’t mind.
Jerome: […] I’ve always been a very political person. I 
have, since the 1960’s, written tons and tons and tons of 

letters to the editor about political subjects, and things 
like that. I’ve gotten a lot of good feedback, and some-
times some very hostile, nasty feedback about my letters, 
but I’ve always had the kind of philosophy, Allen, that 
everybody is entitled to my opinion. [chuckles] All of my 
political activity also goes back to the St. Louis Browns 
and pulling for the underdog. And it seems to me—I 
don’t know if you know this, but LauraLee, Ron Brean’s 
wife—she was the one who started the Occupy movement 
here in Yachats. She sent out an e-mail notice to a bunch 
of people, probably three years ago, and I went to the first 
demonstration up on 101 there, and there were like 40 
people there, with all different signs and things like that. 
What happened was that LauraLee got way too busy with 
all of her other projects and she couldn’t do it anymore, so 
that’s how I kind of took it over and for years was out on 
101 demonstrating for Occupy. To me, Occupy is just an 
extension of pulling for the underdog, of being in favor of 
fairness and justice, rather than the system we have now. 
Allen, I think our system right now is basically pretty 
broken, pretty corrupt. It’s a system of legalized bribery: 
the people who have huge amounts of money basically 
control the decisions that legislators make. People who are 
supposed to be representing our interests are not represent-
ing our interests, [and this has been happening] for quite a 
while now—I would say since Ronald Reagan, back in the 
early 80’s. So I’m hoping to educate people about what the 
issues are, to show them that if you’re a working person, 
the way things are now is working against your interest, 
and that we need to get control back of our government, 
so that it will more represent our interests, and not just the 
interests of the 1%. 

TYG: Or one half of 1%.
Jerome: That’s closer to it!
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TYG: Or even one quarter.
Jerome: Well, the last statistic I saw was like .0634 or 
something like that. But it’s even lower than 1%, yeah.

TYG: Yeah, I’m remembering that in medieval England, 
it was one half of 1%, and then suddenly—I think it was 
in the 1500’s—it jumped to 2%. […] Suddenly, I think the 
king just started giving away land left and right, and in a 
couple of years it jumped from one half of 1% to over 2%.
Jerome: This was around the time of the Magna Carta, 
maybe?

TYG: Oh no, later than that. 
Jerome: Later!

TYG: After 1500, actually.
TYG-EA: Henry VIII giving away a lot of land…
TYG: Yes, Henry VIII was the main set-off. 
TYG-EA: He absorbed a lot of church lands, fought a 
lot of wars, needed to pay for them, so he sold them a lot 
cheaper.
TYG: Yes! Suddenly everyone had a lot of land. Well, not 
everyone…
Jerome: More and more people, yes. So, did you have any 
more questions for me?

TYG-EA: I’d love to know more about your interest in po-
etry. This is a whole shelf of poetry here, and you’re often 
quoting and sending snips of poetry. 
Jerome: Well, I taught poetry for 40 years, in various 
literature courses. I write… I wouldn’t say I write poetry, 
I write verse. I write occasional verse, that is. I write a 
poem for Vicky’s birthday, or I write a poem for one of my 
kids’ birthdays, or I write a poem for our anniversary. I see 
something around Yachats, and I write a poem about that. 
Now I’m saying poems, but they’re really not poems, more 
verses. I do verse, what is called doggerel. I had a friend 

say that I am the top dog of doggerel poetry on Greenhill 
Drive. And I have a bunch of that! Every once in a while I 
write something that I think is a poem, or approaches po-
etry. But I would say that’s a handful of what I’ve written, 
and most of it is verse. But I really like doing it. 

I don’t know if you guys have gone to it, but every third 
Sunday night, for years now, there has been an open mike 
happening at the Green Salmon, where there are local 
musicians and other people; people who read what they’ve 
written, humorous or otherwise; people who write poetry; 
people who write verse. I’ve been reading my stuff there 
for a few years now. People seem to like it—some of it is 
amusing. I wish I could call myself a poet, Eddie; I would 
call myself a versifier. Every, every, every once in a while I 
write something I would call a poem.

TYG: Well thank you so much for your time!
Jerome: You’re welcome, Allen! 
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