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About High Iron Simulations 

We began serving the Train Simulator community in October 2012 by developing and publishing free Train Simulator 
scenarios to Steam Workshop — and we're pleased that our series of "Elphaba's Workshop" free scenarios have, 
through mid-2016, been downloaded by enthusiasts more than 650,000 times. 

As a Train Simulator Partner Programme member, we now collaborate with Dovetail Games to produce realistic scenario 
packs for Train Simulator’s popular North American routes. This is our fourth scenario pack, following the earlier releases 
by Dovetail Games of Feather River Canyon Scenario Pack 01, North Jersey Coast Line Scenario Pack 01, and New 
York - New Haven Scenario Pack 01. 

The Donner Pass route 

Train Simulator’s Donner Pass Southern Pacific route re-creates one of the most historically significant, scenic, and 
operationally demanding railroads found anywhere in North America.  

Built by the Central Pacific and opened in 1867 as the western leg of America’s great transcontinental railroad, the 

famed rail passage over the Sierra Nevada Mountains via rugged Donner Pass was an engineering marvel of its time 
and, indeed, one of the great industrial-age accomplishments of the 19th century.  

Train Simulator’s edition of the route extends from Sparks, Nevada (just east of Reno), across the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains to Roseville, California, a distance of 138 route miles. The heart of the Sierra Nevada crossing lies between 
Truckee on the east slope of Donner Pass and Colfax, California on the west slope, and the mountain topography 

required that the two tracks of the railroad’s main line often followed different routings and alignments (including crossing 
over each other on several occasions). The unique nature of these line separations resulted in much of Donner Pass 
being operated with “left-hand running.” 

The Central Pacific formally became a part of the Southern Pacific in 1885 and for a century thereafter, Donner Pass 

and the trains of the Southern Pacific were virtually synonymous. But in the 1980s, Southern Pacific’s increasing alliance 
with the Denver & Rio Grande Western (which resulted in the merger of the two roads in 1988) signaled change on the 
pass as D&RGW motive power and run-through trains increasingly joined the constant parade of SP power. 

In 1996, Southern Pacific (including its D&RGW properties) was merged into the giant Union Pacific and Donner Pass 

became — as it is today — one of the UP’s primary freight arteries to and from California’s Bay Area.   

The Scenarios  

This pack includes 10 career scenarios based on authentic operations along the Donner Pass route during the Southern 
Pacific and Union Pacific eras.  
 
The pack focuses on the era from the mid-1980s through the arrival of the 21st century, a time when great change came 
to Donner Pass. In 1988, the Southern Pacific and Denver & Rio Grande Western merged (under the Southern Pacific 
name) and both before and after that merger, the influence of D&RGW on Donner operations was significant. Then, in 
1996, Southern Pacific was merged into the Union Pacific. Throughout this fascinating era, Donner Pass hosted (as it 
does today) Amtrak’s iconic California Zephyr. Accordingly, this pack includes scenarios featuring Southern Pacific, Rio 
Grande, Union Pacific, and Amtrak operations on the route.  
 
All scenarios in this pack require Dovetail Games’ Train Simulator and Donner Pass Southern Pacific route. Select 
scenarios, as detailed in the scenario descriptions on pages 3-6, also require either Train Simulator’s Soldier Summit 
route (for use of D&RGW and Amtrak equipment) or its Sherman Hill route (for use of Union Pacific equipment).  
 
Train Simulator and all required products are available at the Steam Store: http://store.steampowered.com 
 
For the latest information on Train Simulator, visit Train-Simulator.com at: http://train-simulator.com 
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[DP 1.01] SP Symbol RVKCM  
 
Southern Pacific symbol train RVKCM was a manifest freight operating 
between Roseville, California and Kansas City. You are the engineer of 

RVKCM, ready to depart Roseville and make the hard west slope climb of 
Donner Pass via Track 2. As power, you have a trio of General Electric 
Dash 9-44CWs on the point as well as an EMD SD40-2 rear helper set.  

Featured equipment: Southern Pacific GE Dash 9-44CW 

Scenario duration: Approximately 60 minutes 
 
Scenario requirements: Donner Pass route  

[DP 1.02] SP Symbol RVAST  
 
Southern Pacific symbol RVAST was an eastbound manifest freight 

operating from Roseville, California to Salt Lake City. You are the 
engineer of RVAST and the train is being held in the loop track at 
Emigrant Gap so that heavy westbound traffic can clear. You'll soon 
resume the hard climb of the west slope of Donner Pass with a pair of 
SP EMD SD40T-2s on the point and another tunnel motor on the rear.   

Featured equipment: Southern Pacific EMD SD40T-2 

Scenario duration: Approximately 65 minutes 
 
Scenario requirements: Donner Pass route   

Donner Pass 
Scenario Pack 01  

[DP 1.03] SP Truckee Turn 
 
You are the engineer of a Southern Pacific local making a turn from 
Sparks, Nevada to Truckee, California and return. You have just 

arrived at Truckee and will be switching your inbound consist, then 
making up your return train. It's late on a winter evening and your 
power is a venerable SP EMD GP9. In this scenario, you begin with 
1,000 points and deductions will be made for any operating errors.  

Featured equipment: Southern Pacific EMD GP9 

Scenario duration: Approximately 25 minutes 
 
Scenario requirements: Donner Pass route   
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[DP 1.04] SP Colfax Local 
 
On a rainy spring day, you have been called as engineer for the Colfax 
Local. With a pair of veteran SP Electro-Motive GP9s as power, you will 

make up your local consist at Colfax Yard, then begin the eastbound 
climb of the rugged west slope of Donner Pass. In this scenario, you 
begin with 1,000 points and deductions will be made for any operating 
errors.   

Featured equipment: Southern Pacific EMD GP9 
 
Scenario duration: Approximately 85 minutes 
 
Scenario requirements: Donner Pass route; Soldier Summit route  

[DP 1.05] SP Sparks Switcher 

Southern Pacific's primary yard on the east slope of Donner Pass was at 
Sparks, Nevada, just east of Reno. You are the engineer of the morning 
switch job at Sparks, ready to handle various switching tasks with a 

veteran SP Electro-Motive SW1500 as power. In this scenario, you begin 
with 1,000 points and deductions will be made for any operating errors.  

Featured equipment: Southern Pacific EMD SW1500 

Scenario duration: Approximately 40 minutes 
 
Scenario requirements: Donner Pass route 
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[DP 1.06] Amtrak Train 5  
 
One of the great railroad journeys of North America is the crossing of 

the Sierra Nevada Mountains by Amtrak's California Zephyr. On a 
snow-covered winter morning in 1992, you are the engineer of Amtrak 
Train 5 - the westbound Zephyr - making its station stop at Truckee, 
California, and ahead is the heart of SP's Donner Pass. Your 
Superliner-equipped train is powered by a pair of EMD F40PH diesels. 

Featured equipment: Amtrak EMD F40PH and Superliners 

Scenario duration: Approximately 75 minutes 
 
Scenario requirements: Donner Pass route; Soldier Summit route 
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[DP 1.08] D&RGW Coal, Part 2  
 
Both before and after the merger of the D&RGW and Southern Pacific in 
1988, Rio Grande power frequently appeared on Donner Pass hauling 

coal mined on the D&RGW in Utah to the west coast. You are the 
engineer of D&RGW Extra 5382, and in Part 1 of this scenario you 
reached Truckee, California. Now, with an SP helper attached to the 
train, you are ready to make the climb to Donner's summit at Norden. 

Featured equipment: D&RGW EMD SD40T-2 

Scenario duration: Approximately 40 minutes 
 
Scenario requirements: Donner Pass route; Soldier Summit route  

[DP 1.09] Union Pacific Grain Shuttle 

Union Pacific's shipper-dedicated unit grain trains, many of which operate 
between the Midwest and West Coast, are called Grain Shuttles. You are 
the engineer of UP Extra 5553 East, an empties movement returning east 

and are stopped below Soda Springs waiting for the train ahead of you to 
clear the block. You'll then be proceeding through Norden and down the 
east slope of Donner Pass via Tunnel 41, nicknamed "the Big Hole." 

Featured locomotive: Union Pacific GE ES44AC  
 
Scenario duration: Approximately 65 minutes 
 
Scenario requirements: Donner Pass route; Sherman Hill route  

[DP 1.07] D&RGW Coal, Part 1  
 
Both before and after the merger of the D&RGW and Southern Pacific 

in 1988, Rio Grande power frequently appeared on Donner Pass 
hauling coal mined on the D&RGW in Utah to the west coast. You are 
the engineer of D&RGW Extra 5382, a westbound loaded coal train 
ready to depart Sparks Yard after a crew change and begin the ascent 
of Donner Pass with a trio of Rio Grande SD40T-2s as power. 

Featured equipment: D&RGW EMD SD40T-2 

Scenario duration: Approximately 65 minutes 
 
Scenario requirements: Donner Pass route; Soldier Summit route  
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[DP 1.10] UP Symbol AGBMI 

On the west slope of Donner Pass, Track 1 and its grades of nearly 3 
percent are used almost exclusively for descending westbounds. You are 
the engineer of Union Pacific priority auto train AGBMI, ready, after a 

brief delay for track work, to make your way down steep Track 1 from 
Bowman to Roseville.  

Featured locomotive: Union Pacific EMD SD70M  
 
Scenario duration: Approximately 50 minutes 
 
Scenario requirements: Donner Pass route; Sherman Hill route  
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