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An Omega Constellation 2887 Black Sheep Comes Home 
 
 
Not so long ago Omega Collector, SpencerT, 
took a punt on an eBay listing for the 14k 
gold capped Constellation shown opposite. 
The actual pictures in the listing were 
blurred, there was no picture of the 
movement or case back and the brief 
description added little that would allow a 
reasonable assessment to be made of the 
piece - a perfect recipe for either a bargain 
or a catastrophe!    
 
The Gods must have been looking down on 
Spencer with some measure of favour that 
day because not only did he snap up the 
watch as a Buy-It-Now, but he also paid a 
pittance when compared to what it ultimately 
turned out to be worth. 
 
I first encountered the watch when Spencer 
messaged me to ask if I could help with its 
identification. He noted the screw-in case 
back and assumed, as did I, that the watch 
had a calibre 354 under the dial. However, 
he reported not being able to feel the thud of the oscillator hitting the buffer springs (a noticeable feature of 
‘bumper’ movements) and was suspicious of a full rotor movement having been fitted to a case that should 
house a bumper movement. The reason for this assumption, with which I concurred, was that the first full-
rotor Constellation was the calibre 501/505 series and this collection was known to have the press-in case 
back numbers 2852, 2853 in solid gold and 2930 in the Grand Luxe edition. 
 
When the watch arrived Spencer attempted 
to open the case back to validate his 
suspicions, but the seal had vulcanised and 
the case back wouldn’t budge. If you’ve ever 
had an experience like this when you’re 
itching to see inside a watch, you’ll know the 
level of frustration that is felt, so he rushed 
the watch off to his watchmaker.  
 
What he discovered is something I haven’t 
seen in more than twenty years of collecting 
– a Constellation case with the number 
2887-2 SC stamped on the inner case back. 
There was no mistaking it, the case back 
was genuine. The observatory medallion 
was correctly positioned and the stampings were accurate down to the small triangle below the case 
numbers, which is the hallmark of case maker Centrale Boîtes in Bienne, a company that was owned by the 
Brandt family.  
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A quick reference to the Omega Vintage Database did not reveal a listing for case 2887. My feeling after 
having seen the case back and movement was that it was a very uncommon, screw-in variant of case 
2852/3.  My reasoning for this assumption was that it had happened before with press-in (2700) and screw-in 
(2699) cases where the Omega database only lists the press-in version. 
 

Spencer duly contacted the Omega 
Museum and received a reply that 
was disappointing under the 
circumstances.  It basically suggested 
that he apply for an extract from 
Omega archives and then informed 
him that, currently, the service is 
unavailable to the Unites States.  
There have been personnel changes 
at the Museum with Marco Richon 
and John Diethelm retiring and also a 
full refurbishment and reorganisation 
has just been completed, but having 
been offered pictures of a rare model 
that is not listed on the database one 
would have thought the museum 
would have responded in a more 
generous way.  The upshot of the 
story – a blank was drawn. 
 
When the case was opened, it 
revealed a pristine twenty-four jewel 
calibre 505 (above left) with a serial 
number dating the movement to 
around 1958.   
 
Searches by Spencer, myself and 
others revealed that Otto Frei had a 
listing for the case number that 
indicated parts on the 2887 were 
interchangeable with case 2852.  
Also, on the Jules Borel watch 
material parts list (shown opposite) 
case 2887 is listed as housing calibre 
501 and no reference linking calibre 
505 appears.  
 
The mystery deepened further when 
Watchco Australia listed a case 2887 
on eBay (shown opposite) and stated 
categorically that the case was for a 
calibre 501 Constellation. I emailed 
Robert at Watchco, who is very much 

an Omega aficionado and willingly shares the extensive information in his possession on Omega models, 
who said with 100% certainty that case 2887 housed the calibre 501.  When I asked him for his source, he 
sent me a scan of an official Omega document that lists case numbers against calibres, appearing overleaf.   
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The document shows that case 2887 came in either solid gold (BA 
prefix) or 14k gold cap (CD Prefix) and confirms calibre 501 as the 
power source. The document lists all calibres against specific case 
numbers and as you can see there is no listing for a calibre 505. 
 
Watchco had come across the case and dial ensemble but decided 
against offering the dial because it was too damaged.  
 
So far, we have confirmed that case 2887 existed as a Constellation 
model and was powered by a calibre 501, but is there evidence of the 
2887 following the trail of case 2852 and upgrading to calibre 505 in a 
later stage of the evolution of the series? 
 
What was needed in the absence of official confirmation from Omega 
is corroborating evidence of other examples of the 2887 being 
powered by calibre 505. Thanks to the power of the search engine we 
discover that ‘Chronokid’ sold a 2887 for $775.00 on the Poor Man’s 
Watch Forum, listed as: 
 
“- Nice, Gold Shell Constellation, Ref.#2887-2 SC 
- Serial number range 16.3 million - Circa 1958 
- Strong, accurate Cal. 505, 24-jewel chronometer 
- Original gold hands and dial w/slightest ‘hint’ of patina” 
 
In further searches, fellow collector, Evan Morgan, unearthed two 
other calibre 505 case 2887 models, both of which were stainless steel 
One was listed on Timezone some time ago and sold for $695.00 and 
the picture below right, was found on a Dutch website and sold for 850 
Euros.  
 
To cap it off watchmaker and dealer, Tim Mackrain, also 
sent pictures of the calibre 505 Stainless steel case 2887 
seen on the following page. Tim also provided pictures of 
the inner case back and movement. 
 
So, after reviewing the evidence, we can reasonably 
conclude that (a) case 2887 was the screw-in version of 
case 2852, (b) that both calibres 501 and 505 powered 
this model and (c) that the case came in a range of 
metals including solid gold. 
 
Further, we can conclude that the model is reasonably 
uncommon. All exhibits so far have featured domed dials, 
but there is no reason why pie pans may not surface in 
the future. While we have uncovered a total of six 
examples, we must discount the distorting effects of 
access to a globalised market. Had this model been more 
common, many other examples would have emerged. 
 
Enjoy the follow pages of photograph’s. Spencer’s 
pictures are on the last page. 
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