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Test Name : Test 3 - Indian and World Geography Total Questions : 100
Difficulty Level : Medium Total Marks : 200.00
Test Type : Free Duration : 120.00 mins

Instruction :
Please read the instructions carefully

The total duration of examination is 120 minutes.1.
Right Answer carries 2 marks and 1/3rd is negative marking in case of the wrong answer.2.
The clock will be set at the server. The countdown timer in the top right corner of the screen will3.
display the remaining time available for you to complete the examination. When the timer
reaches zero, the examination will end by itself. You will not be required to end or submit your
examination.
The test contains 100 questions. Each item is given in the language of your preference (Hindi or4.
English)
A test can be given only once5.
In case you feel there is more than one correct response, mark the response, which you consider6.
the best.
All questions carry equal marks i.e. 2 marks each question7.
You can always go back and change your answer before submitting the test. However, this is not8.
possible in the actual UPSC preliminary exam.
Irrespective of how many answers you have marked, the test will automatically close in 2 hours9.
and you will get your score based on the responses marked till then
There are 4 alternatives for each question. For each wrong answer given, one-third of the marks10.
assigned to that question will be deducted as penalty
The Question Palette displayed on the right side of the screen will show the status of each11.
question using one of the following symbols:

 You have not visited the question yet.

 You have not answered the question.

 You have answered the question.

 You have NOT answered the question, but have marked the question for review.

 You have answered the question, but marked it for review.
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Q.1 The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has entered into 9 Unilateral Advance Pricing Agreements
(UAPAs) with Indian taxpayers in July, 2017. Consider the following about CBDT:
A.      It is a statutory body
B.      It is a nodal policy-making body of the Income Tax (IT) department
C.      It falls under the union ministry of finance
D.      It is a constitutional body Choose the incorrect answer

Answer : D,

Solution :

It is a statutory authority established under The Central Board of Revenue Act, 1963. It is supreme body
in India for framing policies related to direct taxes. The composition of CBDT includes Chairman and six
members.

Q.2 With respect to GST, which of the following bodies is tasked with ensuring the full benefits of a reduction
in tax on supply of goods or services flow to the consumers?
A.      GST council
B.      Central Board of Direct Taxes
C.      National Anti-Profiteering Council
D.      SEBI

Answer : C,

Solution :

The GST Council has formed a Selection Committee under the Chairmanship of Cabinet Secretary to
identify and recommend eligible persons for appointment as the Chairman and Members of the National
Anti-profiteering Authority under GST. When constituted by the GST Council, the National Anti-profiteering
Authority shall be responsible for applying anti-profiteering measures in the event of a reduction in rate
of GST on supply of goods or services or, if the benefit of input tax credit is not passed on to the
recipients by way of commensurate reduction in prices.

The National Anti-profiteering Authority shall be headed by a senior officer of the level of a Secretary to
the Government of India and shall have four technical members from the Centre and/or the States.

In the event the National Anti-profiteering Authority confirms the necessity of applying anti-profiteering
measures, it has the power to order the business concerned to reduce its prices or return the undue
benefit availed along with interest to the recipient of the goods or services. If the undue benefit cannot
be passed on to the recipient, it can be ordered to be deposited in the Consumer Welfare Fund. In
extreme cases the National Anti-profiteering Authority can impose a penalty on the defaulting business
entity and even order the cancellation of its registration under GST.

Q.3 NITI Aayog had conducted an evaluation study on ‘Nai Roshni’ scheme for 2015-16. What does the
scheme concern with?
A.      40% subsidy on solar panels for minority farmers
B.      Education of minority communities
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C.      Encouraging entrepreneurship among children belonging to government schools
D.      Leadership development of minority women

Answer : D,

Solution :

NITI Aayog had conducted an evaluation study on ‘Nai Roshni’- the scheme for Leadership Development
of Minority Women in 2015-16. The main objective of the study was to assess the impact of the scheme
on minority women and to identify policy/ programme impediments in implementation of the scheme.
The scheme aims to empower and instill confidence among minority women by providing knowledge,
tools and techniques for interacting with Government systems, Banks and other institutions at all levels.

The scheme is implemented through Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs). The scheme is
implemented with the involvement of the Gram Panchayat at village level and Local Urban bodies at the
District level.

Q.4 Which of the following is not a place where China has expanded its naval power through the Mainland
Chinese companies involved in the building of deep-sea ports and ships?
A.      Vishakhapatnam
B.      Djibouti
C.      Hambantota
D.      Gwadar

Answer : A,

Solution :

The Hambantota Port is a maritime port in Hambantota, Sri Lanka. The first phase of the port was opened
on 18 November 2010, with the first ceremonial berthing of the naval ship "Jetliner" to use the port
facilities. Hambantota Port is built inland and operated by the Sri Lanka Ports Authority. Total estimated
construction cost of the Phase 1 of the project is US $361 million and out of which, 85% has been funded
by the EXIM Bank of the People's Republic of China.

Gwadar Port is a warm-water, deep-sea port situated on the Arabian Sea at Gwadar in Balochistan
province of Pakistan. The port features prominently in the China–Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) plan,
and is considered to be a crucial link between the ambitious One Belt, One Road and Maritime Silk Road
projects. The expanded port will be located near a 2,282 acre free trade area in Gwadar which is being
modelled on the lines of the Special Economic Zones of China.

Djibouti's President Ismail Omar Guelleh has allowed China to built a port and military base near the
capital of his country. China is expanding its presence in Africa as part of its “Belt and Road” initiative.

Q.5 According to recently released Agricultural Outlook 2017-2026 report, India is the world’s third-biggest
exporter of beef. Which body is/are responsible for the release of the report?
A.      WHO and FAO
B.      FAO and OECD
C.      FAO
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D.      UNESCO and WTO

Answer : B,

Solution :

The Agricultural Outlook is a collaborative effort of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations. It brings
together the commodity, policy and country expertise of both organizations and input from collaborating
member countries to provide an annual assessment of prospects for the coming decade of national,
regional and global agricultural commodity markets.

Till 2015, India was the world’s largest exporter of beef and had extended its lead over the next highest
exporter, Brazil.

Q.6 In consideration of the Indian navy’s defense measures, what meaning do the terms “Shachi” and
“Shruthi” hold?
A.      They are the first two submarines to be incorporated into the navy
B.      They are the newly purchased naval radar spectrum analyzers to detect movement of foreign

objects in Indian waters
C.      They are the first two Naval Offshore Patrol Vessels (NOPVs) launched by Reliance Defence and

Engineering Limited (RDEL)
D.      None of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

Reliance Defence and Engineering Limited (RDEL) has launched the first two Naval Offshore Patrol
Vessels (NOPVs) at their shipyard in Pipavav, Gujarat. The ships are part of a five ship project being
constructed for the Indian Navy.

The primary role of NOPVs is to undertake surveillance of the country’s vast Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) besides operational tasks such as anti-piracy patrols, fleet support operations, maritime security of
offshore assets, coastal security operations, and protection of shipping lanes. The NOPVs would increase
the ocean surveillance and patrolling capabilities of the Indian Navy.

Q.7 With reference to the Justice R.M. Lodha Committee, consider the following statements:
1.       It was appointed to usher in transparency in the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) and the
cricket administration.
2.       The recommendation of the formation of the Apex Council – to replace the working committee, was
rejected by the BCCI.
Choose the correct answer from the options given below:
A.      Only statement 1 is correct
B.      Only statement 2 is correct
C.      Both the statements are correct
D.      Both the statements are incorrect
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Answer : A,

Solution :

Following allegations of corruption, match fixing and betting scandals in cricket in the country, the
Supreme Court of India appointed a three-panel member led by Justice R M Lodha in January 2015 to look
into the functioning of BCCI and suggest reforms.

Key recommendations accepted (not rejected according to statement 2) by the BCCI:
·         The induction of the representative of the Comptroller and Auditor General as the member of

the Apex Council and the IPL Governing Council.
·         The formation of the Apex Council – to replace the working committee, according to the

Lodha report – with certain modifications. The Lodha report had recommended that only the BCCI
president, vice-president, secretary, joint secretary and treasurer be part of the Apex Council but
it is understood that the board was in favour of all the members of the working committee
remaining a part of the Apex Council.

·         Putting in place various committees as recommended by the Lodha Committee, including the
special committee for the differently abled and the women’s committee.

·         The formation of the Players Association.
·         Voting rights for the Associate members as per the ICC guidelines.
·         Puducherry (Pondicherry) to be granted associate membership in the BCCI.

Q.8 What does the term “gelator” that has recently been in news mean?
A.      It can be used to recover marine oil spills
B.      A new engine for automobiles that runs on silica gel
C.      A replacement for silicon in solar panels
D.      New rocket engine phase newly developed by IISC, Bengaluru

Answer : A,

Solution :

The gelator is hydrophobic material that has property of oleilophilic (oil-loving) and takes up oil when it
comes in contact with it. It can be used to recover marine oil spills with a simple, efficient and cost-
effective method.

Scientists from the Indian Institute of Science, Education and Research (IISER), Thiruvananthapuram have
developed gelator that can suck up oil and congeal it.

Q.9 With reference to the Asian Development Bank (ADB), consider the following statements:
1.       It aims to facilitate economic development of countries in Asia
2.       Formed in 1966, it is headquartered in Tokyo, Japan
Choose the correct answer from the options given below:
A.      Only statement 1 is correct
B.      Only statement 2 is correct
C.      Both the statements are correct
D.      Both the statements are incorrect
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Answer : A,

Solution :

ADB is a regional development bank established on 22 August 1966 and is headquartered in Philippines
(Manila). It aims to facilitate economic development of countries in Asia. It also aims for an Asia and
Pacific free from poverty.

ADB was modelled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar weighted voting system where votes are
distributed in proportion with member’s capital subscriptions. ADB also rely on its members’
contributions, retained earnings from its lending operations, and the repayment of loans. Japan holds the
largest proportions of shares at 15.67%. The United States holds 15.56%, China holds 6.47%, India holds
6.36%, and Australia holds 5.81%.

News: Subhash Chandra Garg, Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs (DEA), Ministry of Finance,
Government of India has been appointed as India’s Alternate Governor on the Board of Governors of the
Asian Development Bank (ADB), Manila, Philippines.

Q.10 Consider the following about the Green Climate Fund:
1.       It allows the developing countries to mitigate climate change and also adapt to disruptions arising
from a changing climate.
2.       The GCF was set up in 2010 under the UNFCCC’s financial mechanism to channel funding from
developed countries to developing countries.
3.       It was central to the Paris climate agreement signed in 2015, that the world’s largest historical
emitter.
Choose the correct answer from the options below:
A.      1 only
B.      1 and 2 only
C.      3 only
D.      1, 2 and 3

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Fund will promote the paradigm shift towards low-emission and climate-resilient development
pathways by providing support to developing countries to limit or reduce their greenhouse gas emissions
and to adapt to the impacts of climate change, taking into account the needs of those developing
countries particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change.
It is intended to be the centerpiece of efforts to raise Climate Finance of $100 billion a year by 2020. The
Fund is governed and supervised by a Board that will have full responsibility for funding decisions and
that receives the guidance of the COP. The Fund is accountable to, and functions under the guidance of,
the COP.

News: India’s National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has signed an Accreditation
Master Agreement (AMA) with the Green Climate Fund. With the signing of the AMA, NABARD becomes
the first Indian organization to get Direct Access Entity status and is the first step for the body to access
GCF resources.
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Q.11 Among the BRICS group of nations, which country was the last to join the group?
A.      Brazil
B.      Russia
C.      China
D.      South Africa

Answer : D,

Solution :

BRICS is the acronym for an association of five major emerging national economies: Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa. Originally the first four were grouped as "BRIC" (or "the BRICs"), before the
induction of South Africa in 2010.[4] The BRICS members are all leading developing or newly
industrialized countries, but they are distinguished by their large, sometimes fast-growing economies and
significant influence on regional affairs; all five are G-20 members.

Q.12 Which among the following is not a mission/objective of NAAC?
A.      To arrange for periodic assessment and accreditation of institutions of higher education or units

thereof, or specific academic programmes or projects;
B.      To make quantity the defining element of higher education in India through pushing the

universities towards increasing the number of enrollments.
C.      To stimulate the academic environment for promotion of quality of teaching-learning and research

in higher education institutions;
D.      To encourage self-evaluation, accountability, autonomy and innovations in higher education

Answer : B,

Solution :

The NATIONAL ASSESSMENT AND ACCREDITATION COUNCIL (NAAC) is an autonomous body established
by the University Grants Commission (UGC) of India to assess and accredit institutions of higher
education in the country. It is an outcome of the recommendations of the National Policy in Education
(1986) which laid special emphasis on upholding the quality of higher education in India.

Its vision is to make quality (not quantity) the defining element of higher education in India through a
combination of self and external quality evaluation, promotion and sustenance initiatives.

News: NAAC launches Revised Accreditation Framework The Revised Framework is more ICT
intensive and ‘outcome based’.

Q.13 Consider the following statements about liquid nitrogen:
1.       The gas is so cold that it is capable of rapid freezing any living tissue coming in contact with it.
2.       Liquid nitrogen is permitted as an additive in frozen food as per the guidelines of FSSAI.
Choose the correct options from below:
A.      Only 1 is correct
B.      Only 2 is correct
C.      Both are correct
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D.      Both are incorrect

Answer : C,

Solution :

Liquid nitrogen, which has a boiling point of -195.8 degree Celsius, is used by molecular gastronomy
chefs to instantly freeze food and drinks. As it evaporates, liquid nitrogen freezes everything around it,
including tissues that come in contact with it. According to experts, food and drinks that are prepared
with liquid nitrogen should be consumed only after all the gas has bubbled off. It is scientifically known as
LN2 and is a coloured, odourless, non-inflammable gas. It is a cryogen, which means it is used to create
extremely low temperatures.

The government will soon start investigating the issue of restaurants serving food and drinks with liquid
nitrogen in it.

Q.14 The National Commission for Backward Classes is at present a:
A.      Statutory body
B.      Constitutional body
C.      Executive body
D.      Recommendatory committee

Answer : A,

Solution :

National Commission for Backward Classes is under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
established on 14 August 1993. It was constituted pursuant to the provisions of the National Commission
for Backward Classes Act, 1993. Hence it is a statutory body.

The Constitution (123rd Amendment) Bill, 2017, providing for setting up of a National Commission for
Backward Classes, was recently passed by the Rajya Sabha. The bill is meant to upgrade the Backward
Classes Commission from a statutory body to a constitutional body, which will give it powers equal to a
court to summon people and inquire into incidents of violence and discrimination against backward
classes.

Q.15 Consider the following with respect to the recently banned chemicals in firecrackers:
1.       The banned chemicals include antimony, lithium, mercury, arsenic and lead in any form
whatsoever.
2.       The responsibility to ensure compliance particularly in Sivakasi is given to The Department of
Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP)
Choose the correct option from below:
A.      Only 1 is correct
B.      Only 2 is correct
C.      Both are correct
D.      Both are incorrect

Answer : A,
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Solution :

Ahead of the festive seasons of Dussehra and Deepavali, the Supreme Court has prohibited the use of
five chemicals, labelled as toxic by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), in the manufacture of
firecrackers.

The order came after the court heard the submissions from officials of the CPCB and Petroleum and
Explosive Safety Organisation’s (PESO) Firework Research and Development Centre at Sivakasi in Tamil
Nadu.

The responsibility to ensure compliance particularly in Sivakasi is given to the Petroleum and Explosive
Safety Organisation (PESO) (not DIPP).

Q.16 Which of the following is the prime function of Public Financial Management System (PFMS)?
A.      Tracking and managing the finances of public sector enterprises under the Government of India
B.      Controlling the money supply into and out of the Public Fund of India
C.      Provides the government with real time information regarding government schemes
D.      None of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

The PFMS, also known as Central Plan Scheme Monitoring System (CPSMS), tracks fund disbursement and
ensures that state treasuries are integrated with the Centre to ensure money is send as and when
required.

PFMS, administered by the department of expenditure, is an end-to-end solution for processing
payments, tracking, monitoring, accounting, reconciliation and reporting. It is a web based application.

The PFMS platform compiles, collates and makes available in real-time, information regarding all
government schemes, and, significantly, provides the government real-time information on resource
availability and utilisation across schemes.

In addition, the platform will allow government expenditure to adopt a Just-in- Time (JIT) approach, with
payments made only when they are needed.

The government has set a target to integrate PFMS with all state treasuries in current fiscal and
implement Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) for welfare and scholarship schemes.

Q.17 Select the option that is not true about the Indus Water Treaty (IWT):
A.      The three western rivers (Jhelum, Chenab and Indus) were allocated to India while Pakistan was

given control over the three eastern rivers (Ravi, Beas and Sutlej).
B.      While India could use the western rivers for consumption purpose, restrictions were placed on

building of storage systems.
C.      The treaty states that aside of certain specific cases, no storage and irrigation systems can be

built by India on the western rivers.
D.      All are correct
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Answer : A,

Solution :

The six rivers of the Indus basin originate in Tibet and flow across the Himalayan ranges to end in the
Arabian sea south of Karachi. The three western rivers (Jhelum, Chenab and Indus) were allocated to
Pakistan while India was given control over the three eastern rivers (Ravi, Beas and Sutlej).

News: India and Pakistan disagree about the construction of the Kishenganga (330 megawatts) and Ratle
(850 megawatts) hydroelectric power plants being built by India (the World Bank is not financing either
project). The two countries disagree over whether the technical design features of the two hydroelectric
plants contravene the Treaty. The plants are on respectively a tributary of the Jhelum and the Chenab
Rivers. The Treaty designates these two rivers as well as the Indus as the “Western Rivers” to which
Pakistan has unrestricted use.

Q.18 In the context of government schemes, what is e-RaKAM?
A.      Provides a platform to sell agricultural produce.
B.      An e-platform to provide hassle free processing of passport applications
C.      A portal to spread awareness about upcoming government schemes
D.      None of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

E-RaKAM is a first-of-its-kind initiative that leverages technology to connect farmers of the smallest
villages to the biggest markets of the world through internet and e-RaKAM centres. The portal is a joint
initiative by state-run-auctioneer MSTC and Central Warehousing Corporation arm CRWC.

Q.19 In the context of Indian elections currently, only “X” are permitted to vote through proxy.
The X in the above question refers to:
A.      NRIs
B.      Service Personnel
C.      Disabled
D.      All of the above

Answer : B,

Solution :

In proxy voting, one person can act as proxy for only one overseas voter. The proxy voter should be an
ordinary resident of the constituency one is voting in. The Union Cabinet has cleared a proposal to extend
proxy voting to overseas Indians by amending electoral laws. If the proposal passes political muster in
Parliament, NRIs will be able to exercise their voting rights through “proxy”. Currently, only service
personnel are permitted to vote through proxy.

Q.20 The Asia-Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC) is being sponsored by
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A.      India and Japan
B.      India and South Africa
C.      Japan and South Africa
D.      India and African Union (AU)

Answer : A,

Solution :

Aiming to strengthen the growth and connectivity between Asia and Africa, India and Japan initiated the
Asia-Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC), which primarily focuses on Development Cooperation Projects,
Quality Infrastructure and Institutional Connectivity, Enhancing Skills, and People-to-People Partnership.
Reportedly, China is Africa’s largest economic partner with a trade growth rate of 20% per year since
2002 and AAGC initiative by China’s two Asian rivals is key for the trans-continent relation between the
Asian and African countries.

Unlike OBOR which entails development of a land corridor, AAGC will essentially be a sea corridor linking
Africa with India and other countries of South-East Asia and Oceania.

Q.21 The MAA Programme is initiated by:
A.      The Ministry of Health
B.      Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
C.      Ministry of Agriculture
D.      Environment Ministry

Answer : A,

Solution :

To intensify the efforts further for promotion of breastfeeding, the Health Ministry has initiated a
nationwide programme called “MAA-Mother’s Absolute Affection’’ to bring undiluted focus on promotion
of breastfeeding and provision of services towards supporting breastfeeding, along with ongoing efforts of
routine health systems.

Q.22 Which of the following in Incorrect regarding NABARD?
A.      It replaced the Agricultural Credit Department (ACD) and Rural Planning and Credit Cell (RPCC) of

Reserve Bank of India, and Agricultural Refinance and Development Corporation (ARDC).
B.      It is an apex development and specialized bank established on 12 July 1982 by an act by the

parliament of India.
C.      Its main focus is to uplift rural India by increasing the credit flow for elevation of agriculture &

rural non-farm sector.
D.      All are correct

Answer : D,

Solution :
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NABARD has been accredited with “matters concerning policy, planning and operations in the field of
credit for agriculture and other economic activities in rural areas in India”.

News: The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (Amendment) Bill, 2017 to enable exit of
RBI from Nabard and increase authorised capital of the development institution six times to Rs 30,000
crore was recently passed by the Lok Sabha. The Bill transfers the share capital held by the RBI and
valued at Rs 20 crore to the central government.

Q.23 Which of the following are the Unique advantages of radiation processing?
A.      Significant increase in shelf life for many products including fruits, vegetables, cereals, pulses,

spices, sea foods and meat products.
B.      Effective elimination of harmful bacteria, viruses and insects/pests.
C.      Effective elimination of harmful bacteria, viruses and insects/pests.
D.      All the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

In irradiation, food products are subjected to a low dosage of radiation to treat them for germs and
insects, increasing their longevity and shelf life. Radiation treatment is carried out in dosage
recommended by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and it neither reduces the nutritional
value of food nor spoils their taste and appearance.

Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) – Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) has been actively engaged
in R&D work on the technology of preservation and hygienization of food and agri-products by radiation.

Q.24 Which of the following programs will help convert innovative ideas from India’s rural youth into viable
businesses?
A.      e-RaKAM
B.      e-NAM
C.      AGRI-UDAAN
D.      PMKSY

Answer : C,

Solution :

In an attempt to promote innovation and entrepreneurship in agriculture, the government is launching a
new AGRI-UDAAN programme that will mentor startups and help them connect with potential investors.

Under the programme, start-ups will get incubation space to run their businesses and have access to
research laboratories and libraries. AGRI UDAAN will also help the selected start-ups with regulatory
services like company registration and environmental compliances.

Q.25 With respect to space science and technology, what is NISAR?
A.      ISRO’s new mission to study the solar flakes
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B.      NASA’s new geo-synchronous launch vehicle which is carrying Indian satellites
C.      Joint project between NASA and ISRO to co-develop and launch a dual frequency synthetic

aperture radar satellite.
D.      New observation center established at Abdul Kalam Island to study and conduct research on the

newly discovered gravitational waves

Answer : C,

Solution :

ISRO and NASA are working towards realisation of NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR) mission
by 2021. The Nasa-Isro Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR) mission is a joint project between NASA and
ISRO to co-develop and launch a dual frequency synthetic aperture radar satellite.

The satellite will be the first radar imaging satellite to use dual frequency and it is planned to be used for
remote sensing to observe and understand natural processes of the Earth.

Q.26 With reference to the Navigation with Indian Constellation (NavIC), consider the following statements:
1.       It is an independent regional navigation satellite system designed to provide position information
in the Asian region.
2.       It consists of seven satellites. Three of these will be geosynchronous over the Indian Ocean, i.e.,
they will appear to be stationary in the sky over the region, and four will be geostationary– appearing at
the same point in the sky at the same time every day.
Choose the correct option from below:
A.      Only 1 is correct
B.      Only 2 is correct
C.      Both are correct
D.      Both are incorrect

Answer : D,

Solution :

NAVIC is an independent regional navigation satellite system designed to provide position information in
the Indian region and 1500 km around the Indian mainland. It provides two types of services,
namely Standard Positioning Services available to all users and Restricted Services provided to
authorised users.

It consists of seven satellites. Three of these will be geostationary (not synchronous) over the Indian
Ocean, i.e., they will appear to be stationary in the sky over the region, and four will be
geosynchronous (not stationary) – appearing at the same point in the sky at the same time every day.
This configuration ensures each satellite is being tracked by at least one of fourteen ground stations at
any given point of time, with a high chance of most of them being visible from any point in India.

Q.27 Which is the only other state apart from Jammu and Kashmir to have its own celebrated state flag?
A.      Maharashtra
B.      Tamil Nadu
C.      Assam
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D.      Karnataka

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Karnataka government recently formed a nine-member committee to submit a report on designing a
separate flag for the state and providing a legal standing for it, with the Chief Minister defending the
move saying there is no constitutional provision against it.

Q.28 What is BHARAT 22 that has recently been in news?
A.      A new Exchange Traded Fund (ETF) of 22 companies, including central public sector enterprises,

government banks and some holdings of the government’s investment arm SUUTI.
B.      22 new norms established by the National Green Tribunal (NGT) to reduce pollution and increase

sustainability.
C.      An agglomeration of 22 companies that are ready to comply with Millennium Development Goals

and are hence cleared to invest in India.
D.      None of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

Bharat 22 consists of 22 stocks of CPSE’s, PSB’s & strategic holding of SUUTI. Bharat 22 is a well-
diversified portfolio with 6 sectors (Basic Materials, Energy, Finance, FMCG, Industrials & Utilities). The
Bharat 22 Index will be rebalanced annually. The new ETF will help the government sell equity stakes in
state-run firms and move it further along in its objective to raise Rs 72,500 crore through disinvestment
in the current financial year 2017-18.

Q.29 Consider the following about The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT):
1.       National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) is a quasi-judicial body
2.       It is a successor body of the Company Law Board.
Choose the correct option from below:
A.      Only 1 is correct
B.      Only 2 is correct
C.      Both are correct
D.      Both are incorrect

Answer : C,

Solution :

National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) is a quasi-judicial body that will govern the companies in India. It
was established under the Companies Act, 2013 and is a successor body of the Company Law Board.

NCLT will have the same powers as assigned to the erstwhile Company Law Board (which are mostly
related to dealing with oppression and mismanagement), Board for Industrial and Financial
Reconstruction (BIFR) (revival of sick companies) and powers related to winding up of companies (which
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was available only with the High Courts).

Q.30 Who has won the 2017 Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix tournament?
A.      Valtteri Bottas
B.      Lewis Hamilton
C.      Sebastian Vettel
D.      Kimi Raikkonen

Answer : C,

Solution :

Sebastian Vettel, a German racing driver currently driving in Formula One for Scuderia Ferrari, has won
the 2017 Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix tournament at the Hungaroring in Mogyorod, Hungary. He is
a four-time Formula One World Champion, having won the championship in 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013.

Q.31 Who is the newly elected Prime Minister of Pakistan?
A.      Shahbaz Sharif
B.      Naveed Qamar
C.      Khaqan Abbasi
D.      Shahid Khaqan Abbasi

Answer : D,

Solution :

Shahid Khaqan Abbasi is a Pakistani politician who is the current Prime Minister of Pakistan, in office since
August 1, 2017. A member of the Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz), Abbasi previously served as the
Minister for Petroleum and Natural Resources in the third Sharif ministry from 2013 to 2017, and briefly
held the cabinet portfolio of Minister for Commerce in the Gillani ministry in 2008.

Q.32 On July 31, 2017, Central Government launched ‘Swachh Survekshan-2018’ to rank cities and towns of
India based on infrastructure development for improved sanitation services and their sustainability,
outcomes, citizen connect and visible impact on ground. How many cities and towns will be covered
under this survey?
A.      2041
B.      3041
C.      4041
D.      5041

Answer : C,

Solution :

On July 31, 2017, Minister of Housing & Urban Affairs, Narendra Singh Tomar launched the survey, the
third in the series and released a comprehensive Survey Tool Kit, explaining the methodology, weightage
and new features and thrust areas that helps cities and towns prepare for the field survey over the next
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six months.

Q.33 The Sri Venkateshwara National Park is located in which state?
A. Andhra Pradesh
B. Karnataka
C. Kerala
D. Tamil Nadu

Answer : A,

Solution :

The Sri Venkateshwara National Park (SVNP) is a national park and biosphere reserve located in Andhra
Pradesh, India and covers an area of 353 km2. The park is known for its many waterfalls including the
Talakona, Gundalakona and Gunjana. It is home to hyena, golden jackal, Indian fox, small Indian civet,
jungle cat, etc. The key threats that national park is facing are construction and quarrying.

Q.34 In which country does the river Danube originate?
A.      Ukraine
B.      Congo
C.      Germany
D.      Vietnam

Answer : C,

Solution :

The river Danube flows through 10 countries, more than any other river in the world. Originating in
Germany, the Danube flows passing through or touching the border of Austria, Slovakia, Hungary,
Croatia, Serbia, Romania, Bulgaria, Moldova and Ukraine before emptying into the Black Sea.

Q.35 Which of the following is NOT a warm current?
A.      Gulf Stream
B.      Kuroshio Current
C.      Auglhas Current
D.      Canaries Current

Answer : D,

Solution :
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Q.36 Identify the odd one out:
A.      Chir
B.      Shisham
C.      Pine
D.      Cedar

Answer : B,

Solution :

Shisham is a hardwood tree found in Tropical Deciduous Forests. The other three are found in coniferous
forests.

Q.37 Match the following:
1.       Campos (i) Venezuela
2.       Prairie (ii) South Africa
3.       Veld (iii) Brazil
4.       Llanos (iv) North America
A.      1-(iii), 2-(iv), 3-(ii), 4-(i)
B.      1-( iv), 2-( iii), 3-(ii), 4-(i)
C.      1-(iii), 2-( i), 3-(ii), 4-( iv)
D.      1-(iii), 2-( ii), 3-( iv), 4-(i)

Answer : A,

Solution :

Tropical Grasslands

East Africa- Savanna

Brazil- Campos
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Venezuela- Llanos

Temperate Grasslands

Argentina- Pampas

N. America- Prairie

S. Africa- Veld

C. Asia- Steppe

Australia- Down

 

Q.38 What are Bromeliads?
A.      Plants that store water in their leaves.
B.      A type of water snake.
C.      Bacteria known to survive extreme temperatures.
D.      A canoe like boat used in Brazil.

Answer : A,

Solution :

Bromeliads are special plants that store water in their leaves. Animals like frogs use these pockets of
water for laying their eggs.

 

Q.39 Which amongst the following represents the National Waterways 2 (NW2)?
A.      Sadiya-Dhubri
B.      Kollam-Kozhikode
C.      Allahabad-Haldia
D.      Kakinada-Puducherry

Answer : A,

Solution :

NW1 - Allahabad-Haldia stretch of the Ganga—Bhagirathi-Hooghly Rivers

NW2 - Sadiya-Dhubri Stretch of Brahmaputra River

NW3 - Kollam-Kozhikode Stretch of West Coast Canal and Champakara and Udyogmandal Canals

NW4 - Kakinada-Puducherry Stretch of Canals and the Kaluvelly Tank, Nashik-Bhadrachalam-
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Rajahmundry Stretch of River Godavari and Bridge near village Galagali-Wazirabad-Vijayawada Stretch of
River Krishna

 

Q.40 Which layer of the Earth’s interior is in a liquid state?
A.      Crust
B.      Inner Core
C.      Mantle
D.      Outer Core

Answer : D,

Solution :

Earth has an outer silicate solid crust, a highly viscous mantle, a liquid outer core that is much less
viscous than the mantle, and a solid inner core.

 

Q.41 Identify the false statements:
1.       S-waves are generally faster than P-waves.
2.       Rayleigh waves are a type of Surface waves.
3.       Seismic waves unlike Light waves are immune to refraction.
4.       The continental crust is the least dense layer in the earth’s interior.
A.      1 and 2
B.      2 and 3
C.      1 and 3
D.      All of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

S-waves are slower than P-waves, and speeds are typically around 60% of that of P-waves in any given
material.

In geophysics the refraction or reflection of seismic waves is used for research into the structure of the
Earth's interior.

 

Q.42 When viewed from above, which direction does a hurricane spin?
A.      Clockwise when heading towards land.
B.      Clockwise in the northern hemisphere and counter-clockwise in the southern hemisphere.
C.      Counter-clockwise in the northern hemisphere and clockwise in the southern hemisphere.
D.      All hurricanes spin counter-clockwise.
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Answer : C,

Solution :

The reason is that the earth's rotation sets up an apparent force (called the Coriolis force) that pulls the
winds to the right in the Northern Hemisphere (and to the left in the Southern Hemisphere). So when a
low pressure starts to form north of the equator, the surface winds will flow inward trying to fill in the low
and will be deflected to the right and a counter-clockwise rotation will be initiated. The opposite (a
deflection to the left and a clockwise rotation) will occur south of the equator.

In the case of anti-cyclones it is the opposite, because a high pressure centre is involved.

 

Q.43 Which of the following type of weathering applies to granite batholiths?
A.      Dissolution
B.      Hydrolysis
C.      Haloclasty
D.      Unloading

Answer : D,

Solution :

Weathering can be classified into Physical and Chemical Weathering.

Physical Weathering:

Thermal Stress – thermal shock and thermal fatigue

Frost Weathering - frost wedging, ice wedging or cryofracturing

Ocean Waves – waves or salt weathering

Pressure Release – unloading, exfoliation

Salt-Crystal growth - haloclasty

Biological effects on Mechanical Weathering

 

Chemical Weathering:

Dissolution and Carbonation

Hydration

Hydrolysis of silicates and carbonates
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Oxidation

Biological weathering

 

Q.44 Name the most abundant dissolved ion in the ocean?
A.      Chlorine
B.      Calcium
C.      Magnesium
D.      Sodium

Answer : A,

Solution :

Approximate percentages of Salts in sea water:

Chlorine: 55%

Sodium: 30.6%
Sulphate: 7.7%

Magnesium: 3.65%

Calcium: 1.17%

Potassium: 1.13

Others: 0.6%

Q.45 Who among the following were a community of skilled wood cutters and shifting cultivators?
A.      Kalangs
B.      Gonds
C.      Dhuruvas
D.      Halbas

Answer : A,

Solution :

The Kalangs of Java were a community of skilled forest cutters and shifting cultivators. They were so
valuable that in 1755 when the Mataram kingdom of Java split, the 6,000 Kalang families were equally
divided between the two kingdoms

Q.46 What are Casuarina plantations?
A.      A type of plantation highly used in the production of rubber.
B.      A type of plantation whose primary purpose is animal fodder.
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C.      A type of plantation to check wind velocity and associated damages.
D.      A type of plantation technique used for cultivation of Banana fruit.

Answer : C,

Solution :

Casuarina is a fast growing, light demanding species. Casuarina plantation on a massive scale along the
river and in the coastal areas for checking wind velocity and reducing damage in the event of natural
calamities is being promoted by both the Central and State governments. Line planting in the coastal
areas helps in controlling the wind force and stabilising the sand dunes.

Q.47 Which of the following is correct?
1. A large part of Africa lies in the Southern Hemisphere
2.North America is the Fourth largest continent of the world
3. The coastline of Atlantic Ocean is highly indented
A.      1 Only
B.      3 Only
C.      1 & 2 only
D.      All of the above

Answer : B,

Solution :

None

Q.48 Consider the following statements. Choose the correct statement(s)
1.       On the eve of summer solstice, the southern hemisphere witnesses the longest day and the
shortest night
2.       On the eve of winter solstice, southern hemisphere witnesses the longest day and shortest night
A.      1 only
B.      2 only
C.      Both 1 and 2
D.      Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : B,

Solution :
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Q.49 Consider the following statements. Choose the correct statement(s)
1.       Stars emit their own heat and light
2.       Stars are generally bigger than planets
3.       Most of the planets have the capability to light themselves up
A.      1 only
B.      1 and 2 only
C.      2 and 3 only
D.      1 and 3 only

Answer : B,

Solution :

Some celestial bodies are very big and hot. They are made up of gases. They have their own heat and
light, which they emit in large amounts. These celestial bodies are called stars. The sun is a star. They
look so tiny because they are very very far from us.

Some celestial bodies do not have their own heat and light. They are lit by the light of the stars. Such
bodies are called planets. The word ‘planet’ comes from the Greek word “Planetai” which means
‘wanderers’.

 

Q.50 Consider the following statement(s). Choose the correct statement(s)
1.       Asteroids are found between the orbits of Venus and Saturn
2.       They revolve around these planets and not the sun
A.      1 only
B.      2 only
C.      Both 1 and 2
D.      Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : D,

Solution :
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Apart from the stars, planets and satellites, there are numerous tiny bodies which also move around the
sun. These bodies are called asteroids. They are found between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. Scientists
are of the view that asteroids are parts of a planet which exploded many years back.

Q.51 Which of the follo2wing organizations designated Pluto to be a dwarf planet in 2006
A.      National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
B.      International Astronomical Union (IAU)
C.      European Space Agency (ESA)
D.      Roscosmos State Corporation

Answer : B,

Solution :

The International Astronomical Union (IAU) was founded in 1919. Its mission is to promote and safeguard
the science of astronomy in all its aspects through international cooperation. Among the other tasks of
the IAU are the definition of fundamental astronomical and physical constants; unambiguous
astronomical nomenclature; promotion of educational activities in astronomy; and informal discussions on
the possibilities for future international large-scale facilities. Furthermore, the IAU serves as the
internationally recognized authority for assigning designations to celestial bodies and surface features on
them.

https://www.iau.org/about/

Q.52 Consider the following statements. Choose the correct statement(s)
1.       The mid-day sun comes overhead on all latitudes except the poles
2.       The poles are experiencing sun overhead because of global warming
A.      1 only
B.      2 only
C.      Both 1 and 2
D.      Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : D,

Solution :

The mid-day sun is exactly overhead at least once a year on all latitudes in between the Tropic of Cancer
and the Tropic of Capricorn. This area, therefore, receives the maximum heat and is called the Torrid
Zone. The mid-day sun never shines overhead on any latitude beyond the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic
of Capricorn.

With regards to the poles, the sun does not rise much above the horizon. Therefore, its rays are always
slanting and provide less heat.

Q.53 Consider the following statements. Choose the incorrect statement(s)
1.       Equinoxes happen when the direct rays of the sun fall on the Tropic of Cancer
2.       The entire planet experiences equal days and nights

https://www.iau.org/about/
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A.      1 only
B.      2 only
C.      Both 1 and 2
D.      Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : A,

Solution :

On 21st March and September 23rd, direct rays of the sun fall on the equator. At this position, neither of
the poles is tilted towards the sun; so, the whole earth experiences equal days and equal nights. This is
called an equinox.

On 23rd September, it is autumn season in the Northern Hemisphere and spring season in the Southern
Hemisphere. The opposite is the case on 21st March, when it is spring in the Northern Hemisphere and
autumn in the Southern Hemisphere. Thus, you find that there are days and nights and changes in the
seasons because of the rotation and revolution of the earth respectively.

Q.54 Consider the following about Dakshin Gangotri glacier
1.       It is located in the western part of Schirmacher Oasis
2.       In this Oasis, the second research base of India “Maitri” is located
3.       The ISRO has been monitoring Dakshin Gangotri glacier
A.      1 and 3 only
B.      1 and 2 only
C.      2 and 3 only
D.      None of the above

Answer : B,

Solution :

Dakshin Gangotri glacier is located in the western part of Schirmacher Oasis. This Oasis is located at a
distance of more than 2000km north of geographic South pole, at Princess Astrid coast of East Antarctica.
In this Oasis, the second research base of India “Maitri” is located. This station was commissioned in the
year 1989.

The Geological Survey of India has been monitoring Dakshin Gangotri glacier snout since the
beginning of Indian Antarctic Expedition in 1982.

Continuous data over the last two decades shows a phase of major recession in DG glacier snout every
five years, and minor recession at every two to three year interval between 1996 and 2010.

http://www.hindustantimes.com/mumbai-news/dakshin-gangotri-in-antarctica-is-disappearing/story-Hvwlp
feGyoifHozTNMACCI.html

 

Q.55 India’s Southern Ocean expedition is planning to deploy an under-ice mooring. Consider the following

http://www.hindustantimes.com/mumbai-news/dakshin-gangotri-in-antarctica-is-disappearing/story-HvwlpfeGyoifHozTNMACCI.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/mumbai-news/dakshin-gangotri-in-antarctica-is-disappearing/story-HvwlpfeGyoifHozTNMACCI.html
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statement(s). Choose the correct statement.
1.       An under-ice mooring is a line anchored to the seafloor and held aloft by floats at the surface
2.       The utility is to understand the seasonal variabilities in the coastal waters of Bharati station in
Antartica, and its impact on the ecosystem
A.      1 only
B.      2 only
C.      Both 1 and 2
D.      Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

Along with the above statements read the following content.

The Indian Ocean sector of the SO is a region which remains under-investigated, where the data available
is sparse which impedes our knowledge to understand the role of SO in the climatic variablities.
Availability of long term data from this area is imperative for understanding the various processes
affecting the climate so as to evolve suitable mitigating measures, the NCAOR said.

 

Q.56 Consider the following statements. Choose the correct statement(s)
1.       Bharati is an Antarctic research station commissioned by India
2.       It is the country’s third research facility and one of two active stations, alongside Maitri
3.       India’s first committed research facility, Dakshin Gangotri, is abandoned completely and is of no
use because of loss of ice cover
A.      1 and 2 only
B.      2 and 3 only
C.      1 and 3 only
D.      None of the above  

Answer : A,

Solution :

India’s first committed research facility, Dakshin Gangotri, is being used as a supply base.

Q.57 The Berring Strait connects which of the two seas / oceans
A.      Pacific ocean and Atlantic ocean
B.      Pacific ocean and Arctic ocean
C.      Atlantic ocean and Southern ocean
D.      Pacific ocean and Caspian sea

Answer : B,

Solution :
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The Arctic Ocean is located within the Arctic Circle and surrounds the North Pole. It is connected with the
Pacific Ocean by a narrow stretch of shallow water known as Berring strait. It is bound by northern coasts
of North America and Eurasia.

 

Q.58 Consider the following about Atlantic ocean. Choose the correct statement(s)
1.       The western coasts of North and South America open up to the Atlantic
2.       The coastline of Atlantic has a lot of natural harbors
3.       It is the 3rd largest ocean after Pacific and Southern oceans
A.      1 and 2 only
B.      2 only
C.      2 and 3 only
D.      3 only

Answer : B,

Solution :

The Atlantic Ocean is the second largest Ocean in the world. It is ‘S’ shaped. It is flanked by the North and
South Americas on the western side, and Europe and Africa on the eastern side. The coastline of Atlantic
Ocean is highly indented. This irregular and indented coastline provides ideal location for natural
harbours and ports. From the point of view of commerce, it is the busiest Ocean.

 

Q.59 Consider the following statements about carbon footprint. Choose the correct statement(s)
1.       A carbon footprint is an estimate of the climate change impact of a given activity
2.       A carbon footprint is calculated by estimating only the CO2 emissions
3.       Such calculations are accurate all the time in today’s technological development and calculation
methods devised
A.      1 only
B.      1 and 2 only
C.      2 and 3 only
D.      2 only

Answer : A,

Solution :

A carbon footprint is an estimate of the climate change impact of activity – such as making a product,
living a lifestyle or running a company.

Typically, a carbon footprint is calculated by estimating not just the CO2 emissions that the activity in
question causes, but also any emissions of other greenhouse gases (such as methane and nitrous oxide)
and in some cases other types of climate impacts as well, such as vapour trails from aeroplanes. For
simplicity, all these impacts are added together and expressed as a single number in terms of carbon
dioxide equivalent (CO2e): the amount of CO2 that would create the same amount of warming.
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There are many existing and evolving standards for calculating carbon footprints but in truth no footprint
is precise. Even for simple activities such as burning a litre of petrol, which releases a known amount of
CO2, there are still uncertainties about the emissions caused by extracting and refining the petrol before
it was burned.

 

Q.60 Where is Mauna Kea mountain located
A.      Hawaii
B.      Cape Town
C.      Manila
D.      Pyongyang

Answer : D,

Solution :

Mauna Kea (Hawaii) in the Pacific Ocean is an undersea mountain. It is higher than Mount Everest being
10,205 metres high. The summit of Mount Everest is higher above sea level than the summit of any other
mountain, but Mauna Kea is the tallest when measured from base to summit. When measuring mountain
summits by their height above sea level, Mount Everest is the highest mountain in the world

Q.61 Rhine Valley and Vosges mountains are examples of
A.      Block Mountains
B.      Fold Mountains
C.      Volcanic Mountains
D.      None of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

Block Mountains are created when large areas are broken and displaced vertically. The uplifted blocks are
termed as horsts and the lowered blocks are called graben. The Rhine valley and the Vosges mountain in
Europe are examples of such mountain systems. Locate them on the world map in the atlas and find out
some more examples of this type of landforms. Volcanic mountains are formed due to volcanic activity.
Mt. Kilimanjaro in Africa and Mt. Fujiyama in Japan are examples of such mountains.

The Himalayan Mountains and the Alps are young fold mountains with rugged relief and high conical
peaks. The Aravali range in India is one of the oldest fold mountain systems in the world. The range has
considerably worn down due to the processes of erosion. The Appalachians in North America and the Ural
mountains in Russia have rounded features and low elevation. They are very old fold mountains.

 

Q.62 Consider the following. Which of them are correctly matched
1.       Upper Himalayas – Himadri
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2.       Western Ghats – Sahyadri
3.       Lower Himalayas – Himachal
4.       Middle Himalayas – Shiwalik
A.      1 and 2 only
B.      2 and 4 only
C.      3 and 4 only
D.      All of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

The northernmost is the Great Himalaya or Himadri. The world’s highest peaks are located in this range.
Middle Himalaya or Himachal lies to the south of Himadri. Many popular hill stations are situated here.
Find out the names of five hill stations. The Shiwalik is the southernmost range. The Western Ghats or
Sahyadris border the plateau in the west and the Eastern Ghats provide the eastern boundary. While the
Western Ghats are almost continuous, the Eastern Ghats are broken and uneven.

Q.63 Consider the following. Which of these affect the climate of a place
1.       Location
2.       Altitude
3.       Distance from sea
4.       Relief
A.      1, 2, and 3 only
B.      2, 3, and 4 only
C.      1, 3 and 4 only
D.      All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

None

Q.64 Which is the difference between asteroids and comets? Choose the correct statement(s)
1.       Asteroids are small rocky planetoids, while comets are formed of frozen gases held together by
rocky and metallic material
2.       Asteroids are found mostly between the orbits of Jupiter and Mars, while comets are found mostly
between Venus and Mercury
3.       Comets show a perceptible glowing tail, while asteroids do not
A.      1 and 2 only
B.      1 and 3 only
C.      3 only
D.      All of the above

Answer : B,
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Solution :

Asteroids and comets have a few things in common. They are both celestial bodies orbiting our Sun, and
they both can have unusual orbits, sometimes straying close to Earth or the other planets. They are both
“leftovers” — made from materials from the formation of our Solar System 4.5 billion years ago. But there
are a few notable differences between these two objects, as well. The biggest difference between comets
and asteroids, however, is what they are made of.

While asteroids consist of metals and rocky material, comets are made up of ice, dust, rocky materials
and organic compounds. When comets get closer to the Sun, they lose material with each orbit because
some of their ice melts and vaporizes. Asteroids typically remain solid, even when near the Sun.

Right now, the majority of asteroids reside in the asteroid belt, a region between the orbits of Mars and
Jupiter which may hold millions of space rocks of varying sizes. On the other hand, the majority of comets
are in the farthest reaches of our Solar System: either (1) in the Kuiper Belt — a region just outside the
orbit of the dwarf planet Pluto that may have millions of icy comets (as well as many icy dwarf planets
like Pluto and Eris); or (2) the Oort Cloud, a region where trillions of comets may circle the Sun at huge
distances of up to 20 trillion kilometers (13 trillion miles).

 

Q.65 With reference to the river Luni, which one of the following statements is correct?
A.      It flows into Gulf of Khambhat.
B.      It flows into Gulf of Kuchchh.
C.      It flows into Pakistan and merges with a tributary of Indus.
D.      It is lost in the marshy land of the Rann of Kuchchh.

Answer : D,

Solution :

Luni River, also called Luni, river in Rajasthan state, western India. Rising on the western slopes of the
Aravalli Range near Ajmer, where it is known as the Sagarmati, the river flows generally southwestward
through the hills and across the plains of the region. It then enters a patch of desert before it finally
dissipates into the wastes of the northeastern part of the marsh called the Rann of Kachchh (Kutch) in
Gujarat state. A seasonal river, it receives much of the drainage of the southwest slopes of the Aravalli
Range; the Jowai, Sukri, and Jojari rivers are its main tributaries. The Luni derived its name from the
Sanskrit lavanavari (“salt river”) and is so called because of its excessive salinity. With a course of some
330 miles (530 km), the Luni is the only major river of the area, and it serves as an essential source of
irrigation waters.

The main tributaries joining from left are (Left Bank) Lilri, Guhiya, Sukri, Jawai, Bandi, Khari Bandi, Sukri
Bandi and Sagi. The tributary joining from right (Right Bank) is Jojri.

Dams constructed are Dantiwada Dam and Sipu Dam

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/luni-river-brings-back-memories-of-06-flash-flood/articlesho

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/luni-river-brings-back-memories-of-06-flash-flood/articleshow/59888397.cms
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w/59888397.cms

 

Q.66 Consider the following. Through which of them does Tropic of Capricorn pass
1.       Australia
2.       Brazil
3.       Namibia
4.       Chile
A.      2 only
B.      2, 3 and 4 only
C.      1, 3 and 4 only
D.      All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Tropic of Capricorn goes in these countries:

Brazil, Paraguay, Argentina, Chile, French Polynesia - passing just south of Tubuai, Tonga - passing just
north of the Minerva Reefs, Coral Sea Islands Territory (Australia) - passing just south of Cato Reef,
Australia, Madagascar, Mozambique, South Africa, Botswana, Namibia

 

Q.67 Which of these states do not rely on windmills
A.      Gujarat
B.      Tamilnadu
C.      Assam
D.      Rajasthan

Answer : C,

Solution :

Wind power generation capacity in India has significantly increased in recent years. As of the end of
March 2017 the total installed wind power capacity was 32.17 GW, mainly spread across the South, West
and North regions.By the end of 2015, India had the fourth largest installed wind power capacity in the
world. East and North east regions have no grid connected wind power plant as of March 2015. No
offshore wind farm are under implementation.

StateTotal Capacity (MW) in descending order of production: Tamil
Nadu7,684.31Maharashtra4,664.08Gujarat4,227.31Rajasthan4,123.35Karnataka3,082.45Madhya
Pradesh2,288.60AndhrA adesh1,866.35Telangana98.70Kerala43.

Q.68 The following scientific methods help us in managing which disaster?

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/luni-river-brings-back-memories-of-06-flash-flood/articleshow/59888397.cms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamil_Nadu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamil_Nadu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maharashtra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gujarat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rajasthan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karnataka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madhya_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madhya_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Power_sector_of_Andhra_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telangana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kerala
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1.       Hazard mapping to locate areas prone to it. Hence, such areas can be avoided
for building settlements.
2. Construction of retention wall
3. Increase in the vegetation cover
4.The surface drainage control works are implemented to control the movement of rain water and spring
flows.
A.      landslides
B.      avalanche
C.      soil flow
D.      cyclone

Answer : A,

Solution :

Landslides are simply defined as the mass movement of rock, debris or earth down a slope. They often
take place in conjunction with earthquakes, floods and volcanoes. A prolonged spell of rainfall can cause
heavy landslide that can block the flow of river for quite some time. The formation of river blocks can
cause havoc to the settlements downstream on its bursting. In the hilly terrain landslides have been a
major and widely spread natural disaster that often strike life and property and occupy a position of
major concern.

 

Q.69 Arrange the layers of soil from top to bottom
A.      Humus and vegetation- sand, silt and clay-weathered rock material-parent rock
B.      Sand, silt and clay- weathered rock material- humus and vegetation-parent rock
C.      top soil- weathered rock material- humus-parent rock
D.      weathered rock material- humus and vegetation-sand, silt and clay- parent rock

Answer : A,

Solution :

O Horizon - The top, organic layer of soil, made up mostly of leaf litter and humus (decomposed organic
matter).

A Horizon - The layer called topsoil; it is found below the O horizon and above the E horizon. Seeds
germinate and plant roots grow in this dark-colored layer. It is made up of humus (decomposed organic
matter) mixed with mineral particles.

E Horizon - This eluviation (leaching) layer is light in color; this layer is beneath the A Horizon and above
the B Horizon. It is made up mostly of sand and silt, having lost most of its minerals and clay as water
drips through the soil (in the process of eluviation).

B Horizon - Also called the subsoil - this layer is beneath the E Horizon and above the C Horizon. It
contains clay and mineral deposits (like iron, aluminum oxides, and calcium carbonate) that it receives
from layers above it when mineralized water drips from the soil above.
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C Horizon - Also called regolith: the layer beneath the B Horizon and above the R Horizon. It consists of
slightly broken-up bedrock. Plant roots do not penetrate into this layer; very little organic material is
found in this layer.

R Horizon - The unweathered rock (bedrock) layer that is beneath all the other layers.

 

Q.70 What is mulching?
A.      A nature friendly grazing method
B.      A digestive process of an insect
C.      A soil conservation measure
D.      A soil softening technique

Answer : C,

Solution :

The bare ground between plants is covered with a layer of organic matter like straw. It helps to retain soil
moisture.

 

Q.71 Why are shelter belts used as a soil conservation method in coastal and dry regions?
A.      It is cheaper than contour ploughing
B.      It is not water intensive.
C.      It checks wind movement
D.      It is traditionally practised

Answer : C,

Solution :

Contour ploughing: Ploughing parallel to the contours of a hill slope to form a natural barrier for water to
flow down the slope Shelter belts: In the coastal and dry regions, rows of trees are planted to check the
wind movement to protect soil cover

Q.72 Which of these is not a feature of deciduous forests?
1. They shed their leaves in a particular season
2. They shed their leaves simultaneously in any season of the year
3. Plants have deep roots with thorny and waxy surface
4. They could be tropical or temperate
A.      1 2 3 and 4
B.      1 and 3
C.      1 and 4
D.      3 and 4
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Answer : C,

Solution :

In dry areas of low rainfall, thorny shrubs and scrubs grow. In such areas plants have deep roots and
leaves have thorny and waxy surface to reduce loss of moisture by transpiration. Tundra vegetation of
cold Polar Regions comprise of mosses and lichens. Forests are broadly classified as evergreen and
deciduous depending on when they shed their leaves.

Evergreen forests do not shed their leaves simultaneously in any season of the year. Deciduous forests
shed their leaves in a particular season to conserve loss of moisture through transpiration. These forests
are further classified as tropical or temperate based on their location in different latitudes.

Q.73 What do you understand by social forestry?
1.       It aims to take pressure off the traditional forest area
2.       It aims to increase the supply of fuel wood and timber and fodder and minor forest produce
3.       It reclaims wastelands
4.       It involves the common man
A.      1 and 2 only
B.      2 and 3 only
C.      1 and 4 only
D.      All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Social forestry is management and development of forest with afforestation on barren lands to achieve
environmental benefit and rural development. The term was first used by National Commission on
Agriculture, Government of India, in 1976. It was then that India embarked upon a social forestry project
with the aim of taking the pressure off the forests and making use of all unused and fallow land.
Government forest areas that are close to human settlement and have been degraded over the years due
to human activities needed to be afforested. Trees were to be planted in and around agricultural fields.
Plantation of trees along railway lines and roadsides, and river and canal banks were carried out. They
were planted in village common land, Government wasteland and Panchayat land

Q.74 Which of these statements about CITES, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora, is correct?
1.       It accords protection to animal and plant species when the trade is of live specimens.
2.       It is an international agreement between governments.
3.       The Convention is legally binding on the Parties.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A.      1 only
B.      2 and 3 Only
C.      None of the above
D.      All of the above

Answer : B,
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Solution :

CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) is an
international agreement between governments. Its aim is to ensure that international trade in specimens
of wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival.

It is an international agreement to which States (countries) adhere voluntarily. Although CITES is legally
binding on the Parties – in other words they have to implement the Convention – it does not take the
place of national laws. Rather it provides a framework to be respected by each Party, which has to adopt
its own domestic legislation to ensure that CITES is implemented at the national level.

Q.75 Which of the following is the largest producer of gypsum
A.      Uttar Pradesh
B.      Bihar
C.      West Bengal
D.      Rajasthan

Answer : D,

Solution :

None

Q.76 What is true about high tech minerals identified as ‘most critical’ for India’s manufacturing sector by
2030.
1.       Minerals like limestone and graphite, while currently abundantly available in India, are most
‘critical’
2.       These are beryllium, chromium, germanium, limestone, niobium, graphite, rare earths, rhenium,
strontium, tantalum and zirconium.
3.       They are necessary for developing clean-energy applications, infrastructure for its solar mission
and for manufacturing high-technology products in the future.
4.       The country will be heavily dependent on China in the coming years to source these materials for
its manufacturing sector
A.      1 only
B.      2 and 3 only
C.      2 3 and 4 only
D.      4 only

Answer : C,

Solution :

Other minerals like limestone and graphite, while currently abundantly available in India, are deemed
‘critical’ and not most critical because extractable resources could be scarce in the future. India is 100
per cent import-dependent for seven out of 12 identified critical minerals and does not have any declared
resources for them, except light rare-earths (found along with monazite sands) and beryllium.
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Rare earths are a group of 17 minerals necessary for making everything from nuclear reactors to flat-
screen televisions, and, China currently controls 94 per cent of their global supply.

Q.77 The world’s largest reserve of Barytes is found in:
A.      Chauka hills
B.      Jaisalmer
C.      Ratnagiri
D.      Cuddapah

Answer : D,

Solution :

Bedded Barytes of Mangampeta, Cuddapah district, Andhra Pradesh

One of the largest baryte deposits of the world, is considered to have formed through precipitation from
volcanic vapours under submarine conditions and sub aerial showering of ash and molten baryte lapilli.
The deposit occurs in the Pullampet Formation of the Nallamalai Group of the Cuddapah Supergroup. The
lower beds of Mangampeta Barytes are of the highest grade and often occur as pure barium sulphate. It
has a reserve of over 74 million tonnes that constitutes about 98% and 28% of the total known reserve of
India and the world respectively.

Q.78 India’s most important potential water vapour region is:
A.      Himalayas
B.      Western Ghats
C.      Eastern Ghats
D.      Satpura and Vindhyas

Answer : A,

Solution :

None

Q.79 Kudremukh hills known for iron ore deposits is situated in:
A.      Chickmaglur
B.      Mangalore
C.      Satura
D.      Belgaum

Answer : A,

Solution :

Karnataka is endowed with rich deposits of iron ores; with approximately 9.03 billion tonnes or about 41%
of India’s estimated total haematitic and magnetitic iron ore resources (Table 1).Iron ore mining industry
is on the fast track growth in recent years consequent on high demand for iron ore in the global market
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especially from China.

Most of the estimated 7.8 billion tonnes of magnetite ores reserves of Karnataka are in the Kudremukh
and Bababudan ranges falling within the limits of Chikmagalur district. Magnetite type iron ores are
harder compared to haematitic ores and are amenable for underground type of mining. However, in
Kudremukh area, KIOCL designed a large open cast type of mine to extract the low grade magnetite ore.

 

Q.80 90 percent coal of India is found in:
A.      Jharkhand and West Bengal
B.      Orissa and M.P.
C.      A.P. and Tamil Nadu
D.      Maharashtra and Gujarat

Answer : A,

Solution :

None

Q.81 What are the following places renowned for? Digboi, Naharkatia, Mumbai High, Bassien, Kalol
A.      Oil fields
B.      Power plants
C.      Coal mines
D.      Hydro electricity  

Answer : A,

Solution :

None

Q.82 What is buried sunshine
A.      Dissolved sunlight in oceans
B.      Coal
C.      Diamond
D.      Harnessing solar energy through oceans

Answer : B,

Solution :

Coal is the most abundantly found fossil fuel. It is used as a domestic fuel, in industries such as iron and
steel, steam engines and to generate electricity. Electricity from coal is called thermal power. The coal
which we are using today was formed millions of years ago when giant ferns and swamps got buried
under the layers of earth. Coal is therefore referred to as Buried Sunshine. The leading coal producers of
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the world are China, USA, Germany, Russia, South Africa and France. The coal producing areas of India
are Raniganj, Jharia, Dhanbad and Bokaro in Jharkhand.

Q.83 Which of these is not an advantage of natural gas over oil
A.      It is easier to transport through pipelines
B.      It is cleaner than oil and coal
C.      Exploration of new fuel is easier than oil
D.      All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Natural gas, the cleanest fossil fuel, is a highly efficient form of energy. It is composed chiefly of
methane; the simple chemical composition of natural gas is a molecule of one carbon atom and four
hydrogen atoms (CH4). When methane is burned completely, the principal products of combustion are
carbon dioxide and water vapor. Natural gas’ advantages over other fuels include the following: it has
fewer impurities, it is less chemically complex, and its combustion generally results in less pollution. In
most applications, using natural gas produces less of the following substances than oil or coal: carbon
dioxide (CO2), which is the primary greenhouse gas; sulfur dioxide, which is the primary precursor of acid
rain; nitrogen oxides, which is the primary precursor of smog; and particulate matter, which can affect
health and visibility; than oil or coal. Technological progress allows cleaner energy production than ever
for all fuels, although the inherent cleanliness of gas means that environmental controls on gas
equipment, if required, tend to be far less expensive than those for other fuels.

 

Q.84 Which of these are the disadvantages of using biogas
A.      High cost
B.      Hard to operate
C.      Causes green house effect
D.      It makes use of bio waste

Answer : C,

Solution :

Bio gas is actually Low cost. It is also Easy to operate. Using biowaste is an advantage not a
disadvantage. Biogas contains methane, a potent greenhouse gas with a warming effect that is 21 times
greater than that produced by carbon dioxide. When methane is burnt it is converted to carbon dioxide.
When fossil fuels are burnt, they release carbon dioxide that was removed from the atmosphere many
millions of years ago.

Q.85 Why are so many windfarms located offshore
1.       Wind speeds are faster than on land
2.       They consume less water
3.       The winds are steadier
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4.       It is cheaper
A.      1 and 3
B.      1 2 and 3 only
C.      1 3 and 4
D.      4 only

Answer : B,

Solution :

Offshore wind speeds tend to be faster than on land. Small increases in wind speed yield large increases
in energy production: a turbine in a 15-mph wind can generate twice as much energy as a turbine in a
12-mph wind. Faster wind speeds offshore mean much more energy can be generated. Offshore wind
speeds tend to be steadier than on land. A steadier supply of wind means a more reliable source of
energy.

Many coastal areas have very high energy needs. A lot of population has high concentrations in major
coastal cities. Building offshore wind farms in these areas can help to meet those energy needs from
nearby sources.

Offshore wind farms have many of the same advantages as land-based wind farms – they provide
renewable energy; they do not consume water; they provide a domestic energy source; they create jobs;
and they do not emit environmental pollutants or greenhouse gases.

Disadvantages

Offshore wind farms can be expensive and difficult to build and maintain. In particular:

It is very hard to build robust and secure wind farms in water deeper than around 200 feet (~60 m), or
over half a football field’s length.

Q.86 Which of the following statements is incorrect
A.      Heat energy obtained from the earth is called geothermal energy.
B.      The temperature in the interior of the earth rises steadily as we go deeper. Some times this heat

energy may surface itself in the form of hot springs.
C.      This heat energy can be used to generate power.
D.      It is non-renewable

Answer : D,

Solution :

Geothermal energy is renewable because the Earth has retained a huge amount of the heat energy that
was generated during formation of the planet. In addition, heat is continuously produced by decay of
radioactive elements within the Earth. The amount of heat within the Earth, and the amount that is lost
though natural processes (e.g. volcanic activity, conduction/radiation to the atmosphere), are much,
much more than the amount of heat lost through geothermal energy production. At any one geothermal
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field, however, the temperature of the geothermal reservoir or the fluid levels/fluid pressure in the
reservoir may decrease over time as fluids are produced and energy is extracted. Produced fluids can be
re-injected to maintain pressures, although this may further cool down the reservoir if care is not taken.
Over time, it is commonly necessary to drill additional wells in order to maintain energy production as
temperatures and/or reservoir fluid pressures decline.

Q.87 What is Norman Borlaug famous in India for
A.      He invented a vaccine for Indian measles
B.      It was on the recommendation of a committee headed by poverty began to be measured based on

social capital index
C.      It was on the recommendation of a committee headed by him that negotiated talks with Jinnah
D.      The breeder of the Mexican semi-dwarf wheats, which are considered to be the seeds of India’s

Green Revolution.

Answer : D,

Solution :

For Jaunti’s farmers, the Sonora 64 and Lerma Rojo 64-A seeds were, in every sense, their first ever
introduction to modern agricultural technology. And they adapted quite effortlessly to it. The traditional
wheat cultivars were 4.5-5 feet tall and slender, rendering them not very receptive to fertiliser or water
application. The plants simply grew taller and ‘lodged’ — fell flat on the ground — when their earheads
were heavy with more grain produced in response to higher nutrient doses. Borlaug’s Mexican wheats
were shorter in plant height, at 2-2.5 feet, and yet had normal size grain-bearing panicles. They tillered
profusely, with stronger stems that made them less prone to lodging. Since the changed plant
architecture permitted more fertiliser and water use, the new wheat strains gave higher grain yields per
acre.

Q.88 What is Van Mahotsav
A.      A tribal festival
B.      A tribal philosophy
C.      A pan India festival
D.      A pagan religion

Answer : C,

Solution :

Van Mahotsav, a week-long festival, is being celebrated in different parts of India. It is usually celebrated
between 1 July to 7 July. Programmes like screening of short films and documentaries, seminars and
exhibition, painting and poster competitions are organised to mark the occasion.

Van Mahotsav began in 1950, with a tree plantation drive, in which national leaders participated. The
festival of tree plantation was started by Dr. K.M. Munshi, the then Union Minister for Agriculture and
Food to create enthusiasm among masses for forest conservation and planting trees.

Van Mahotsav is usually observed in the first week of July every year and is celebrated on different days
in different parts of India.
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The objective behind celebrating Van Mahotsav is to keep local people involved in plantation drives and
spread environmental awareness.

Q.89 Jhumming, Milpa, Roca and Ladang are types of
A.      Shifting agriculture
B.      Coffee beans
C.      North eastern river ports
D.      North eastern singing styles

Answer : A,

Solution :

Shifting cultivation is an agricultural system in which plots of land are cultivated temporarily, then
abandoned and allowed to revert to their natural vegetation while the cultivator moves on to another
plot. The period of cultivation is usually terminated when the soil shows signs of exhaustion or, more
commonly, when the field is overrun by weeds. The length of time that a field is cultivated is usually
shorter than the period over which the land is allowed to regenerate by lying fallow. This technique is
often used in LEDCs (Less Economically Developed Countries) or LICs (Low Income Countries).

Q.90 Which of these is incorrect about cotton cultivation?
A.      High temperature
B.      High rainfall
C.      210 frost fee days
D.      Black and alluvial soils

Answer : B,

Solution :

Cotton requires high temperature, light rainfall, two hundred and ten frost-free days and bright sunshine
for its growth. It grows best on black and alluvial soils. China, USA, India, Pakistan, Brazil and Egypt are
the leading producers of cotton. It is one of the main raw materials for the cotton textile industry.

Q.91 Consider the location of sugar mills
1.       Sugar mills are usually located near sugar growing areas.
2.       Sugar content in sugarcane is very low, thus transportation of sugarcane over long distances is
considered to not be economical.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A.      1 Only
B.      2 only
C.      Both 1 and 2
D.      Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :
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Sugar mills are located near sugar growing areas, because of two factors –

Perishable: Once you cut the sugarcane, the sucrose content starts to decline. Hence raw material must
be quickly transported.

Weight Loss: Sugar accounts for only ~10% of the bulky sugarcane and therefore it is prohibitively
expensive to transport sugarcane over long-distance in its original form.

Q.92 Which of these is / are correct about cement industry in India?
1.       Per capita consumption taken as an important indicator of well being of people
2.       It is a raw material oriented industry
3.       Calca is the main raw material
4.       India has an advanced cement industry
A.      1 and 2 only
B.      1 2 and 4 only
C.      1 and 4 only
D.      4 only

Answer : B,

Solution :

Manufacturing of cement requires heavy, low value and weight loosing materials and is primarily a raw
material oriented industry. Limestone is the main raw material and comprises 60-65 per cent of the total
product. On an average 1.5 tonnes of limestone are required to produce one tonne of cement. Hence, the
location of a cement plant is based on the limestone deposits.

Q.93 Consider the following statements about National Steel Policy 2017
1.       Preference will be given to those who fulfil all project requirements
2.       There are exceptions for steel not manufactured in the country or where domestically the quality
standards can’t be met
3.       It envisages local manufacturing to meet demand and to make India self sufficient in steel
production.
4.       It tries to decrease the dependence on washed coking coal.
A.      1 and 2 only
B.      2 and 3 only
C.      3 only
D.      1 2 3 and 4

Answer : B,

Solution :

The cabinet cleared wide-ranging economic measures on Wednesday, including a national steel policy
that favours domestic manufacturers in government projects. So statement 1 is wrong

“All government tenders will give preference to domestically manufactured iron and steel products. There
will be a condition in it (tender) so that the surplus capacity is consumed,” said finance minister Arun
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Jaitley.

Indian steel makers who import raw materials or intermediate products can claim the benefits of the
domestic procurement provision if they add a minimum of 15% value to the product.

The policy has a waiver for specific kinds of steel not manufactured in the country, or where domestic
makers can’t meet the quality standards required by a project. So statement 2 is right.

“This is a supportive mechanism to the domestic steel producers. This will also go a long way to address
the growth appetite the government is envisaging. It will further boost demand,” said Anjani Agrawal,
global steel leader at audit and consulting firm EY.

The National Steel Policy 2017 aims to make India self-sufficient in steel production. It projects crude
steel capacity of 300 million tonnes (mt), production of 255mt and per capita consumption of 158kg of
finished steel by 2030-31, as against the current consumption of 61kg. The policy also envisages
adequate local manufacturing to meet the demand for high-grade automotive steel, electrical steel,
special steels and alloys for strategic applications by the same year. It also sees an increase in domestic
availability of washed coking coal so as to reduce import dependence on coking coal from about 85% to
around 65% by 2030-31. So import dependence is to be reduced not dependence. So statement 4 is
wrong.

Q.94  Why is Jamshedpur the most conveniently situated iron and steel centre in the country?
1.       It is close to railway station
2.       It is close to the iron ore, coal and manganese deposits
3.       Kolkata provides a large market
4.       The Kharkai and Subarnarekha rivers ensured sufficient water supply
A.      1 and 3 only
B.      1 2 and 3 only
C.      None of the above
D.      All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Jamshedpur was chosen to set up the steel plant for several reasons. This place was only 32 km away
from Kalimati station on the Bengal-Nagpur railway line. It was close to the iron ore, coal and manganese
deposits as well as to Kolkata, which provided a large market. TISCO, gets coal from Jharia coalfields, and
iron ore, limestone, dolomite and manganese from Odisha and Chhattisgarh. The Kharkai and
Subarnarekha rivers ensured sufficient water supply. Government initiatives provided adequate capital
for its later development.

In Jamshedpur, several other industrial plants were set up after TISCO. They produce chemicals,
locomotive parts, agricultural equipment, machinery, tinplate, cable and wire

Q.95 The similarities which exist between Bangalore and California regarding information technology are
1.       Mild climate of both cities
2.       Availability of skilled labour
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3.       Warm humid climate
4.       Great linkages to markets around the city
A.      1 and 2 only
B.      2 and 3 only
C.      1 2 and 3 only
D.      1 2 and 4 only

Answer : D,

Solution :

Bengaluru is located on the Deccan Plateau from where it gets the name ‘Silicon Plateau’. The city is
known for its mild climate throughout the year. Silicon Valley, is a part of Santa Clara Valley, located next
to the Rocky Mountains of North America. The area has temperate climate with the temperatures rarely
dropping below 0 degrees centigrade. Close to some of the most advanced scientific and technological
centres in the world Pleasant climate with an attractive and a clean environment. Plenty of space for
development and future expansion. Located close to major roads and airports and Good access to
markets and skilled work force also play a huge role.

Q.96 Which of the following is not a factor affecting distribution of population
A.      Minerals
B.      Water
C.      Soil
D.      None of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Topography: People always prefer to live on plains rather than mountains and plateaus because these
areas are suitable for farming, manufacturing and service activities. The Ganga plains are the most
densely populated areas of the world while mountains like Andes, Alps and Himalayas are sparsely
populated.

Climate: People usually avoid extreme climates that are very hot or very cold like Sahara desert, polar
regions of Russia, Canada and Antarctica.

Soil: Fertile soils provide suitable land for agriculture. Fertile plains such as Ganga and Brahmaputra in
India, Hwang-He, Chang Jiang in China and the Nile in Egypt are densely populated.

Water: People prefer to live in the areas where fresh water is easily available. The river valleys of the
world are densely populated while deserts have spare population.

Minerals: Areas with mineral deposits are more populated. Diamond mines of South Africa and discovery
of oil in the Middle east lead to settling of people in these areas.

Q.97 Mindanao province, where IS-affiliated terror groups have established control, is in
A.      Philippines
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B.      Syria
C.      Lebanon
D.      Yemen

Answer : A,

Solution :

Philippines is fighting against the Islamic State (IS)-affiliated terror groups in the troubled Mindanao
province. This is the first time India is sending aid to another nation to help it fight terrorism, thereby
becoming an important marker in New Delhi’s attempts to burnish its credentials as an emerging security
provider to the wider Asian region.”

Q.98 Godavari tributaries are
1.       Purna
2.       Pranhita
3.       3.Manjira
4.       Indravati
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
A.      3 and 4 only
B.      1, 2 and 4 only
C.      2 only
D.      All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Godavari, also known as Dakshina Ganga has following tributaries:

Left Bank: Banganga, Kadva, Shivana, Purna, Kadam, Pranahita, Indravati, Taliperu, Sabari

Right Bank: Nasardi, Darna, Pravara, Sindphana, Manjira, Manair, Kinnerasani

Purna, Pranhita, Indravati and Sabari River are major tributaries covering nearly 59.7% of the total
catchment area of the basin. Pranhita is the largest tributary covering about 34% of its drainage basin.

Manjira is the longest tributary and holds the Nizam Sagar reservoir. Purna is a prime river in the water
scarce Marathwada region of Maharashtra.

Q.99 Important tributaries of Yamuna are
1.       Tons
2.       Hindon
3.       Musi
4.       Chambal
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
A.      1, 2 and 3 only
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B.      4 only
C.      1, 2 and 4 only
D.      2, 3 and 4 only

Answer : C,

Solution :

Justification: Tons River, Yamuna’s largest tributary, rises in high Bandarpoonch mountain, and has a
large basin in Himachal Pradesh. It meets Yamuna below Kalsi near Dehradun, Uttarakhand.

Hindon River, originates in the Saharanpur District, from Upper Shivalik in Lower Himalayan Range, is
entirely rainfed and flows through Muzaffarnagar District, Meerut District, Baghpat District, Ghaziabad,
Noida, Greater Noida, before joining Yamuna just outside Delhi.

Ken and Betwa are other tributaries. Chambal River is Yamuna’s longest tributary flows through
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh from its source in Vindhya Range, near Mhow and supports hydro-power
generation at Gandhi Sagar dam, Rana Pratap Sagar dam and Jawahar Sagar dam, before merging into
the Yamuna south east of Sohan Goan, in Etawah district, shortly thereafter followed by another tributary,
the Sindh River.

Sasur Khaderi River, known as Sasur Khaderi is a tributary in Fatehpur district.

Musi is a tributary of river Krishna.

Q.100Identify the FALSE statements:
1. The Stratosphere gets warmer the higher you go.
2. The Troposphere extends up to 40 km in height.
3. The Mesosphere is most ideal for aeroplanes.
A. 1 and 2
B. 2 and 3
C. 3 only
D. All 3

Answer : B,

Solution : : The Troposphere’s average height is 13 km. The Stratosphere is the most ideal for
aeroplanes as it is almost free of clouds and other associated weather phenomenon.


