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Test Name : Test 38 REVISION TEST 6 Total Questions : 100
Difficulty Level : Medium Total Marks : 200.00
Test Type : Free Duration : 120.00 mins

Instruction :
Please read the instructions carefully

The total duration of examination is 120 minutes.1.
Right Answer carries 2 marks and 1/3rd is negative marking in case of the wrong answer.2.
The clock will be set at the server. The countdown timer in the top right corner of the screen will3.
display the remaining time available for you to complete the examination. When the timer
reaches zero, the examination will end by itself. You will not be required to end or submit your
examination.
The test contains 100 questions. Each item is given in the language of your preference (Hindi or4.
English)
A test can be given only once5.
In case you feel there is more than one correct response, mark the response, which you consider6.
the best.
All questions carry equal marks i.e. 2 marks each question7.
You can always go back and change your answer before submitting the test. However, this is not8.
possible in the actual UPSC preliminary exam.
Irrespective of how many answers you have marked, the test will automatically close in 2 hours9.
and you will get your score based on the responses marked till then
There are 4 alternatives for each question. For each wrong answer given, one-third of the marks10.
assigned to that question will be deducted as penalty
The Question Palette displayed on the right side of the screen will show the status of each11.
question using one of the following symbols:

 You have not visited the question yet.

 You have not answered the question.

 You have answered the question.

 You have NOT answered the question, but have marked the question for review.

 You have answered the question, but marked it for review.
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Q.1 Consider the following statements:
1.      India’s GNP is always lower than its GDP.
2.      GNP is the ‘national income’ according to which the IMF ranks the nations of the world
in terms of the volumes at purchasing power parity (PPP).
3.      In India the National Income is calculated at market cost and constant prices.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Only 3
D.   All of above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Gross National Product (GNP) is the GDP of a country added with its ‘income from abroad’.
Here, the trans-boundary economic activities of an economy is also taken into account.

‘Income from Abroad’ segment may turn out to be positive or negative. In India’s case it has
always been negative (due to heavy outflows on account of trade deficits and interest
payments on foreign loans). It means, the ‘Income from Abroad’ is subtracted from India’s GDP
to calculate its GNP.

The normal formula is GNP = GDP + Income from Abroad. But it becomes GNP = GDP + (–
Income from Abroad), i.e., GDP – Income from Abroad, in the case of India. This means that
India’s GNP is always lower than its GDP.

This is the ‘national income’ according to which the IMF ranks the nations of the world in
terms of the volumes—at purchasing power parity (PPP). For a detailed discussion on PPP
please see Chapter 24. India is ranked as the 3rd largest economy of the world (after China
and the USA), while as per the nominal/ prevailing exchange rate of rupee, India is the 7th
largest economy (IMF, April 2016). Now such comparisons are done using the GDP, too.

Since January 2015, the CSO has switched over to calculating National Income at market price
(i.e., market cost). The market price is calculated by adding the product taxes (generally taken
as the indirect taxes of the Centre and the States) to the factor cost.

As per the new guidelines the base year in India has been revised from 2004–05 to 2011–12
(January 2015). India calculates its national income at constant prices—so is the situation
among other developing economies, while the developed nations calculate it at the current
prices.

Q.2 Extended Fund Facility (EFF)- the term is related to
A.   AIIB
B.   IMF
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C.    New Development Bank
D.   International Development Assistance

Answer : B,

Solution :

Under the Extended Fund Facility (EFF) programme of the IMF, countries get external
currency support from the fund to mitigate their BoP crisis, but such supports have some
obligatory conditionalities put on the economy to be fulfilled. There are no set rules of such
conditions already available with the IMF, though they are devised and prescribed to the BoP
crisis-ridden economy at the time of need.

Q.3 With regard to Agriculture Census 2010–11 consider the following statements.
1.      The average size of operational holding has increased.
2.      The percentage share of female operational holders has declined.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   None of above

Answer : D,

Solution :

The average size of land holding in India is continuously decreasing due to rapid and high
population growth. The continuous division and fragmentation of holdings has increased the
number of holdings, obviously of smaller size. As per the latest (9th) Agriculture Census
2010–11. There is a marginal increase in the operated area from 158.32 million hectare (ha) in
2005–06 to 159.18 million ha in 2010-11 (an increase of 0.54 per cent). The operated area has
primarily increased because the State of Jharkhand participated for the first time in the
Agriculture Census 2010–11 (since the state came into being in the year 2000).

The average size of operational holding has declined to 1.16 ha in 2010–11 as compared to
1.23 in 2005–06.

The percentage share of female operational holders has increased from 11.70 in 2005–06 to
12.79 in 2010–11, with the corresponding operated area of 9.33 and 10.36.

The small and marginal holdings taken together (below 2.00 ha) constitute 84.97 per cent in
2010–11, as against 83.29 in 2005–06, with a share of 44.31 per cent in the operated area in
the current Census, as against the corresponding figure of 41.14 per cent in 2005–06.

The large holdings (10.00 ha & above) were 0.73 per cent of the total number of holdings in



Study IQ
www.studyiq.com, testseries@studyiq.com

Page - 4/58

2010–11 with a share of 10.92 per cent in the total operated area, as against 0.85 per cent and
11.82 per cent respectively for 2005–06 Census.

Share of different social groups in operational holdings stands as: 12.40 per cent for SCs , 8.71
per cent for STs , 0.18 per cent for institutional and 78.72 per cent for others.

In a total of 137.76 million operational holdings in the country, the highest number belonged
to Uttar Pradesh (22.93 million) followed by Bihar (16.19 million) and Maharashtra (13.70
million).

Out of a total of 159.18 million hectares of the operated area in the country, the highest
contribution was made by Rajasthan (21.14 million ha) followed by Maharashtra (19.84 million
ha) and Uttar Pradesh (17.09 million ha)

Q.4 With regard to ‘Minimum Reserve System’, consider the following statements.
1.      The central bank is required to keep a certain minimum ‘reserve of gold and foreign
securities’.
2.      The central bank is empowered to issue currency to any extent.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

Under the minimum reserve system, the central bank is required to keep a certain minimum
‘reserve of gold and foreign securities and is empowered to issue currency to any extent. India
adopted this system in October 1956. The RBI was required to hold a reserve worth of only Rs
515 crore consisting of foreign securities worth Rs 400 crore and gold worth Rs 115 crore.

Q.5 Recently, Mutual Agreement Procedure was in news. From the below given items identify the
correct item with which it is relate
A.   Free trade Agreement
B.   Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement
C.    Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
D.   BIMSTEC

Answer : B,

Solution :
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Finland-headquartered Nokia has invoked the mutual agreement procedure (MAP) under the
India-Finland Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement, to reAnsve the Rs 2,000-crore tax
dispute with the Indian tax department.

MAP is an alternative available to taxpayers to reAnsve disputes giving rise to double taxation,
whether juridical or economic in nature. An agreement for avoidance of double taxation
between countries would give authorization for assistance of Competent Authorities (CAs) in
the respective jurisdiction under MAP.

Q.6 “Business beyond Borders” is the theme of which of the following Summit/Convention?
A.   The SME International Convention – 2018.
B.   Indian Economic Summit-2018.
C.    World Economic Forum-2018.
D.   The Other Economic Summit (TOES)-2018.

Answer : A,

Solution :

First Ever International SME Convention-2018 is being held in New Delhi. 150 participants
from 31 countries and 400 entrepreneurs from India participated in the convention. The
convention has specific focus on inclusion of MSMEs in the Make in India program &
empowering women entrepreneurs.

The SME International Convention – 2018 is being organized by the Ministry of MSME and
National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC) along with KVIC and Coir Board.

Theme: “Business beyond Borders”.

Q.7 India’s first International Stock Exchange – Indian International Exchange (INX ) has been set
up at a
A.   GIFT city
B.   Mumbai
C.    Gurugram
D.   Hyderabad

Answer : A,

Solution :

The India International Exchange (INX) is India's first international stock exchange, opened in
2017. It is located at the International Financial Services Centre (IFSC), GIFT City in Gujarat.
It is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).
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Q.8 Which of the following is the aim of ‘SetuBharatam’ Programme?
A.   To make all important roads in metros signal free.
B.   To make all National Highways free of Railway level crossings
C.    To preserve Ram Setu between India and Sri Lanka
D.   To improve logistics service at all major Sea ports of India

Answer : B,

Solution :

SetuBharatamprogramme

SetuBharatamprogramme aims to make all National Highways free of railway level crossings
by 2019. This is being done to prevent the frequent accidents and loss of lives at level
crossings.

208 Railway Over Bridges (ROB)/Railway Under Bridges (RUB) will be built at the level
crossings at a cost of Rs. 20,800 crore as part of the programme.

Q.9 Which of the following is/are the objective(s) of RashtriyaUchchtarShikshaAbhiyan (RUSA)?
1.      It creates an enabling atmosphere in the higher educational institutions and ensures
capacity building at all levels of employment.
2.      It ensures reforms in the affiliation, academic and examination systems.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

RashtriyaUchchatarShikshaAbhiyan (RUSA)

RashtriyaUchchatarShikshaAbhiyan (RUSA) is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS), launched
in 2013 aims at providing strategic funding to eligible state higher educational institutions.
The central funding (in the ratio of 60:40 for general category States, 90:10 for special
category states and 100% for union territories) would be norm based and outcome dependent.

The salient objectives of RUSA are to

Improve the overall quality of state institutions by ensuring conformity to prescribed norms
and standards and adopt accreditation as a mandatory quality assurance framework.
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Usher transformative reforms in the state higher education system by creating a facilitating
institutional structure for planning and monitoring at the state level, promoting autonomy in
State Universities and improving governance in institutions.

Ensure reforms in the affiliation, academic and examination systems.

Ensure adequate availability of quality faculty in all higher educational institutions and ensure
capacity building at all levels of employment.

Create an enabling atmosphere in the higher educational institutions to devote themselves to
research and innovations.

Expand the institutional base by creating additional capacity in existing institutions and
establishing new institutions, in order to achieve enrolment targets.

Correct regional imbalances in access to higher education by setting up institutions in
unserved& underserved areas.

Improve equity in higher education by providing adequate opportunities of higher education to
SC/STs and socially and educationally backward classes; promote inclusion of women,
minorities, and differently abled persons.

Q.10 ISO 27001 is a standard that is relates with
A.   Quality Assurance
B.   Purity of metal
C.    Labour safety
D.   Information security

Answer : D,

Solution :

ISO/IEC 27001:2013 (ISO 27001) is the international standard that describes best practice for
an ISMS (information security management system). Achieving accredited certification to ISO
27001 demonstrates that your company is following information security best practice, and
provides an independent, expert verification that information security is managed in line with
international best practice and business objectives. ISO 27001 is supported by its code of
practice for information security management, ISO/IEC 27002:2013.

Q.11 With reference to Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport Project consider the below given
statements
1.      North East region of India will get alternated access via Bangladesh.
2.      Multimodal transit system includes sea, road and railway links.
3.      Ministry of External Affairs is administrating this project.
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Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1 and 2
B.   Only 1 and 3
C.    Only 3
D.   All of above

Answer : C,

Solution :

The Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project is a project that will connect the eastern
Indian seaport of Kolkata with Sittwe seaport in Rakhine State, Myanmar by sea. In Myanmar,
it will then link Sittwe seaport to Paletwa, Chin State via the Kaladanriver boat route, and then
from Paletwa by road to Mizoram state in Northeast India.

Q.12 Troika means a group of three international organizations that were lending money to Greece
bailout. Which of the following is not a part of Troika?
A.   World Bank
B.   IMF
C.    European Central bank
D.   European Commission

Answer : A,

Solution :

The term troika has been widely used in Greece and Cyprus, Ireland, Portugal and Spain to
refer to the presence of the European Commission, European Central Bank, and International
Monetary Fund in these countries since 2010 and the financial measures that these
institutions have taken. Slovenia barely avoided the intervention by the troika in 2013.

Q.13 ‘One Vision, One Identity, One Community’ is motto of which of the following International
organizations?
A.   SAARC
B.   BRICS
C.    SCO
D.   ASEAN

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations is a regional intergovernmental organisation
comprising ten Southeast Asian countries which promotes Pan-Asianism and
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intergovernmental cooperation and facilitates economic, political, security, military,
educational and socio-cultural integration amongst its members and other Asian countries, and
globally. Since its formation on 8 August 1967 by Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore and Thailand, the organisation's membership has expanded to include Brunei,
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam.

Its principal aims include accelerating economic growth, social progress, and sociocultural
evolution among its members, alongside the protection of regional stability and the provision
of a mechanism for member countries to reAnsve differences peacefully. ASEAN is an official
United Nations observer, as well as an active global partner. It also maintains a global network
of alliances, and is involved in numerous international affairs. Communication by member
states takes place in English.

Q.14 Which organization releases Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 2018
A.   World Bank (WB)
B.   United Nations (UN)
C.    International Monetary Fund (IMF)
D.   World Economic Forum (WEF)

Answer : B,

Solution :

Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 2018 – is the latest flagship publication of
the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).

The Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 2018 contains an examination of how
Governments of countries in the Asia-Pacific region could increase domestic public financial
resources and leverage private capital to strengthen their long-term economic prospects.

UN report on the Asia-Pacific region has urged –

regional powers to invest in inclusive and sustainable growth

regional countries to take advantage of high growth rate and share the benefits with the
national society

The report described South and Southwest Asia as the fastest growing sub-region of the Asia-
Pacific region and urged the countries to increase social spending.

For less developed countries, the role of external sources of finance, such as official
development assistance, South-South cooperation, and global development partnerships...
remains critical.

The report was launched at the Indian Council for Research in International Economic
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Relations (ICRIER)

Q.15 Consider the below statements with reference to minimum support price (MSP):
1.      If price were to fall below the specified MSP, the government has the obligation to
purchase from farmers at the MSP.
2.      Farmer is free to sell in the open market at price higher than MSP.
3.      Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices recommendations on MSP are binding on
the government.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1 and 2
B.   Only 1and 3
C.    Only 2 and 3
D.   All of above

Answer : A,

Solution :

Minimum Support Price (MSP) provides the assurance of a minimum price that ensures the
farmer recovers his cost of production and receives a decent return on investment.

MSP is a kind of sovereign guarantee that farmers will not be allowed to suffer losses if crop
prices fall below the specified minimum price.

MSP works as an options contract. If price were to fall below the specified MSP, the
government has the obligation to purchase from farmers at the MSP. At the same time, the
farmer is under no obligation to sell to the government if the price stays above MSP. In the
event, the farmer is free to sell in the open market at price higher than MSP.

Q.16 Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT) Scheme is often in news. It deals with –
A.   Reducing energy consumption and promoting enhanced energy efficiency among specific

energy intensive industries in the country.
B.   Project financing, wherein a private entity receives a concession from the private or

public sector to finance, design, construct, own, and operate a facility stated in the
concession contract.

C.    Public-private partnership (PPP) project model in which a private organization builds,
performs, achieves and trades some facility or structure with some degree of
encouragement from the government.

D.   Benefits under Startup India Action Plan.

Answer : A,

Solution :
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The Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT) Scheme is a programme launched by the Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE) to reduce energy consumption and promote enhanced energy
efficiency among specific energy intensive industries in the country.

Q.17 Consider the following statements with regard to ‘Prompt Corrective Action (PCA)
Framework’, which was in news recently. Identify the correct statement –
A.   RBI has come out with this framework in order to contain NPAs.
B.   NABARD has come out with this framework for regional rural banks (RRBs).
C.    Ministry of Home Affairs has come out with this framework for directing all NGOs and

entities receiving foreign fundings.
D.   Lodha Panel has come out with this framework that will sort out the mess in sports once

and for all.

Answer : B,

Solution :

The National Bank of Agriculture and Rural Development (Nabard) has come out with a
‘Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) Framework’ for regional rural banks (RRBs).

The framework is aimed at enabling RRBs that fail to meet prudential requirements relating to
capital adequacy, net non-performing assets (NNPAs) and return on assets (ROA) to take self-
corrective action to arrest further deterioration in their financial position.

The PCA will be invoked if RRBs breach trigger points on three parameters: capital to risk-
weighted assets (CRAR) ratio, assets (NPAs), and profitability (ROA).

The PCA framework will be implemented based on the findings of Nabard’s inspection with
reference to RRBs’ FY2019 financial performance.

Q.18 World Indicators of Skills for Employment (WISE) database which offers a “one-stop” location
that can be used to create a statistical snapshot of the current status of skills development in
more than 200 countries, was established by –
A.   United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
B.   National Skills Registry (NSR)
C.    Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
D.   World Skill Development Institute (WSDI)

Answer : C,

Solution :

World Indicators of Skills for Employment (WISE) database is established by Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), in close collaboration with the World Bank,
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ETF, ILO and UNESCO.

The World Indicators of Skills for Employment (WISE) database offers a “one-stop” location
that can be used to create a statistical snapshot of the current status of skills development in
more than 200 countries. The database is based on a cross-sectoral approach, with indicators
covering the fields of education and training, employment and economic and social
development. It covers both developed and developing economies, allowing them to assess
their skill challenges and performance from a comparative perspective. It includes around 60
internationally comparable indicators for the period 1990 to 2014.

Q.19 With reference to Market Economy Status (MES) consider the below statements about
1.      Under WTO norms, once a country gets MES status, exports from it are to be accepted at
the production costs and selling price as the benchmark.
2.      India recently granted MES status to China.
3.      MES status to China, will help increase India’s ability to resort to anti-dumping on cheap
imports from China.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 3
C.    Both 1 and 3
D.   All of above

Answer : A,

Solution :

India is not inclined to automatically grant the coveted ‘Market Economy Status’ (MES) to
China this December under World Trade Organisation (WTO) norms, highly placed official
sources said.

Citing the provisions in the ‘Protocol on the accession of China to the WTO’ in 2001, Beijing
has said WTO member countries must fulfil their promise to deem China a ‘market economy’
from December 2016.

However, granting MES to China will severely curb the ability of nations including India to
impose anti-dumping duties on “unfairly priced” Chinese imports. The matter was discussed
recently by the Ministries of Commerce & External Affairs, with the Centre for WTO Studies
(at the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade).

Of the 535 cases where anti-dumping duties were imposed by India during 1994 to 2014, a
maximum of 134 has been on goods from China.

To refuse China the ‘MES’, India has taken sides with the U.S. and European Union in stating
that unlike in 'market economies' where prices of items are market determined (based on
demand & supply conditions), there is still a significant government influence in the Chinese
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market.

Q.20 Consider the below given States and identify the States through which river Mahanadi does not
flow?
1.      Madhya Pradesh
2.      Chhattisgarh
3.      Odisha
Choose the correct option
A.     1 and 2
B.    1 only
C.     1 and 3
D.    All of the above

Answer : B,

Solution :

The Mahanadi is a major river in East Central India. It drains an area of around 141,600
square kilometres (54,700 sq mi) and has a total course of 858 kilometres (533 mi).[1] The
river flows through the states of Chhattisgarh and Odisha. The Mahanadi basin extends over
states of Chhattisgarh and Odisha and comparatively smaller portions of Jharkhand,
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. It is bounded by the Central India hills on the north, by the
Eastern Ghats on the south and east and by the Maikala range on the west. The Mahanadi is
one of the major rivers of the country and among the peninsular rivers, in water potential and
flood producing capacity, it ranks second to the Godavari. It originates from a pool, 6 km from
Farsiya village of Dhamtari district of Chhattisgarh. The total length of the river from origin to
its outfall into the Bay of Bengal is 851 km. The Seonath, the Hasdeo, the Mand and the Ibjoins
Mahanadi from left whereas the Ong, the Tel and the Jonk joins it from right. Six other small
streams between the Mahanadi and the Rushikulya draining directly into the Chilka Lake also
forms the part of the basin.

Q.21 With reference to Financial Stability Board (FSB) consider the following statements about
1.      It was established in the wake of the 2008 global financial crisis
2.      Group of Twenty (G-20) finance ministers and central bank governors established FSB
3.      Bank for International Settlements is the host and fund provider of FSB
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1 and 2
B.   Only 2 and 3
C.    Only 1 and 3
D.   All of above

Answer : D,
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Solution :

Financial Stability Board (FSB)

In the wake of the 2008 global financial crisis, the Group of Twenty (G-20) finance ministers
and central bank governors came together to establish the Financial Stability Board (FSB) in
April 2009.

It is an international body that monitors and makes recommendations about the global
financial system.

It was created to strengthen and coordinate international standards among national financial
authorities and international standard-setting bodies as a way to foster the implementation of
more effective financial sector policies for increased global financial stability.

The FSB, which comprises 24 member countries, the European Commission and numerous
international bodies, is an outgrowth of the Financial Stability Forum (FSF) founded in 1999
by the member countries of the Group of Seven (G-7).

It is hosted and funded by the Bank for International Settlements; the board is based in Basel,
Switzerland.

Q.22 Surdas was follower of Krishna and one of the foremost saint of Saguna Bhakti order. With
reference to Surdas identify the below given statements
1.      It is believed that he was blind by birth.
2.      His collection of Dohas is called ‘Sur Sagar’ written in Awadhi.
3.      He stayed at Mathura and made it a popular religious center.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1 and 2
B.   Only 2 and 3
C.    Only 1 and 3
D.   All of above

Answer : C,

Solution :

Sur was a 16th-century blind Hindu devotional poet and singer, who was known for his lyrics
written in praise of Krishna. They are written in BrajBhasa.

Sur is best known for his composition the Sur Sagar. Sursagar in its 16th century form contain
descriptions of Krishna and Radha as lovers; the longing of Radha and the gopis for Krishna
when he is absent and vice versa. In addition, poems of Sur's own personal bhakti are
prominent, and episodes from the Ramayana and Mahabharata also appear. The Sursagar’s
modern reputation focuses on descriptions of Krishna as a lovable child, usually drawn from
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the perspective of one of the cowherdinggopis of Braj.

Q.23 Recently ‘KremPuri’ was recently in news because
A.   World's longest sandstone cave
B.   World's longest limestone cave
C.    Wettest Place on Earth
D.   India’s First Private Railway Station

Answer : A,

Solution :

KremPuri

News: World's longest sandstone cave named KremPuri was recently discovered in Meghalaya

It has a length of 24.5 km

This underground cavern is more than 6,000 metres longer than the world record-holder, the
Cueva Del Saman in Edo Zulia, Venezuela — a quartzite sandstone cave measuring 18,200
metres.

This sandstone cave has also become India’s second longest cave in the general category after
the limestone KremLiatPrah-Umim-Labit system measuring a little over 31km in Jaintia Hills in
Meghalaya

The cave system has fossils of dinosaurs, especially the Mosasaurus, a giant reptile that lived
66-76 million years ago.

KremPuri is now the second longest cave system in the general category after this.

Q.24 From the below given list identify the protocol with which Clean Development Mechanism
(CDM) is associated
A.   Montreal Protocol
B.   Nagoya- Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol
C.    Madrid Protocol
D.   Kyoto Protocol

Answer : D,

Solution :

Clean Development Mechanism (CDM)
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The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) is one of the Flexible Mechanisms defined in the
Kyoto Protocol (IPCC, 2007)

It provides for emissions reduction projects which generate Certified Emission Reduction units
(CERs) which may be traded in emissions trading schemes.

It allows a country with an emission-reduction or emission-limitation commitment under the
Kyoto Protocol to implement an emission-reduction project in developing countries.

Such projects can earn saleable certified emission reduction (CER) credits, each equivalent to
one tonne of CO2, which can be counted towards meeting Kyoto targets.

It is the first global, environmental investment and credit scheme of its kind, providing a
standardized emissions offset instrument, CERs.

Q.25 Consider the following statement about Conservation Assured | Tiger Standards (CA|TS)
1.      It is a set of criteria which allows tiger sites to check if their management will lead to
successful tiger conservation
2.      Lansdowne Forest Division is the only site in India that is CA|TS approved
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

The CA|TS was developed in response to the need for stringent conservation procedures for
protection of the big cat through a partnership between governments and conservation
organisations to assess the levels of effective management, among others.

To date, three sites - Lansdowne Forest Division in Uttarakhand, India, Chitwan National Park
in Nepal and Sikhote-Alin Nature Reserve in Russia - have been awarded CA|TS Approved
status.

CA|TS is a set of criteria which allows tiger sites to check if their management will lead to
successful tiger conservation. CA|TS is organised under seven pillars and 17 elements of
critical management activity.

CA|TS was developed by tiger and protected area experts. Officially launched in 2013, CA|TS
is an important part of Tx2, the global goal to double wild tiger numbers by the year 2022.
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Q.26 Project UNNATI is associated with
A.   Allocation of coal mines
B.   Digital Literacy in Rural India
C.    Improving operational and financial performance of Ports
D.   Monitor high value transactions and detect tax evaders

Answer : C,

Solution :

The aims and objectives of Project UNNATI of the Ministry of Shipping are Benchmark
operational and financial performance of the 12 major ports with selected Indian private ports
and best-in-class international ports for identifying improvement areas.

Undertake capability maturity assessment for key processes and functional capabilities (e.g.,
IT, HR, Environment, and Health) and identify gaps and areas for further strengthening.

Detailed deep-dive diagnosis and root cause analysis for the identified opportunity areas in
each of the 12 major ports to understand underlying reasons for performance bottlenecks.

Develop practical and actionable Ansutions on the basis of root cause findings, and develop a
comprehensive improvement roadmap for each of the 12 major ports.

Q.27 A Bhakti Saint from Maharashtra is considered to be spiritual guru of Shivaji? Identify the
guru of Shivaji.
A.   Gyandev
B.   Namdev
C.    Tukaram
D.   Samarth Ramdas

Answer : D,

Solution :

Shree Samarth Ramdas was a noted 17th-century saint and spiritual poet of Maharashtra. He
is most remembered for his AdvaitaVedantist text, the Dasbodh. Ramdas was a devotee of
Hanuman and Rama

Samarth Guru Ramdas was an inimitable saint of India who had created a religious awareness
as well as started the movement of national and cultural awareness and was the guru and
guide of ChhatrapatiShivaji.

Q.28 Consider the below given statements
1.      Ozone layer of Earth is studied by AURA which is a satellite of NASA.
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2.      Production and use of chemicals that contribute to the depletion of ozone layer is
regulated by Montreal Protocol.
Choose the incorrect statement(s)
A.     Only 1
B.    Only 2
C.     Both 1 and 2
D.    Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : D,

Solution :

Aura (EOS CH-1) is a multi-national NASA scientific research satellite in orbit around the
Earth, studying the Earth's ozone layer, air quality and climate. It is the third major
component of the Earth Observing System (EOS) following on Terra (launched 1999) and Aqua
(launched 2002). Aura follows on from the Upper Atmosphere Research Satellite (UARS).

The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer (a protocol to the Vienna
Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer) is an international treaty designed to
protect the ozone layer by phasing out the production of numerous substances that are
responsible for ozone depletion.

Q.29 Consider the following statements
1.      When workers move from one job to another job frictional unemployment
2.      Trade of the services like the banks, consulting and shipping companies is called
invisible trade
Choose the incorrect statement(s)
A.     Only 1
B.    Only 2
C.     Both 1 and 2
D.    Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : D,

Solution :

An invisible trade is a business transaction that occurs with no exchange of tangible goods.
Frictional unemployment is always present in the economy, resulting from temporary
transitions made by workers and employers or from workers and employers having
inconsistent or incomplete information.

Q.30 From below items identify which personalities gave the term ‘Harijans’ for lower caste.
A.     Mahatma Gandhi
B.    Narsinh Mehta
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C.     Dr. B R Ambedkar
D.    Jyotibaphule

Answer : B,

Solution :

Narsinh Mehta, also known as Narsi Mehta or NarsiBhagat (1414–1481), was a poet-saint of
Gujarat, India, notable as a bhakta, an exponent of Vaishnava poetry. He is especially revered
in Gujarati literature, where he is acclaimed as its AdiKavi (Sanskrit for "first among poets").
His bhajanVaishnav Jan To was Mahatma Gandhi's favourite and has become synonymous to
him.

In Junagadh, Mehta lived in poverty with his wife and two children, a son named Shamaldas,
and a daughter for whom he had special affection, Kunwarbai. He revelled in devotion to his
heart's content along with sadhus, saints, and all those people who were Lord Hari's subjects –
Harijans – irrespective of their caste, class or sex. It also seems that he must have fallen into a
somewhat ill repute amongst the Nagars following incidents like accepting invitation to sing
glories of Lord Krishna in association of devotees belonging to lower social strata.

The term coined by Narsinh Mehta, Harijan, was popularized by Mahatma Gandhi.

Q.31 In Gupta period, land grants to religious functionaries in were called
A.     Vishyas
B.    Peth
C.     Agrahara
D.    Brahmadeya

Answer : C,

Solution :

Agrahara was a tax free land grants given to Brahmins in Gupta period and were allowed to
collect taxes from peasants.

Vishyas are districts of Gupta provinces and Peth are sub-districts.

Brahmadeya (given to Brahmin) was tax free land gift either in form of single plot or whole
villages donated to Brahmans in the early medieval India.

Q.32 Chandrasekhar limit defines the maximum mass of :
A.     Stable White Dwarf Star
B.    Stable Red Giant Star
C.     Unstable Neutron Stars
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D.    Supergiant Stars

Answer : A,

Solution :

The Chandrasekhar limitis the maximum mass of a stable white dwarf star. The currently
accepted value of the Chandrasekhar limit is about 1.4 M☉ (2.765×1030 kg).

Q.33 Which of the following is not an Iron ore?
A.     Limonite
B.    Siderite
C.     Phlogopite
D.    Haematite

Answer : C,

Solution :

Phlogopite is a yellow, greenish, or reddish-brown member of the mica family of
phyllosilicates. It is also known as magnesium mica.

Q.34 A term ‘Transcriptome’ which was recently in news with reference to the development of
Bioinformatics, consider the below given statements
A.     A range of enzymes used in genome editing
B.    The full range of mRNA molecules expressed by an organism
C.     The description of the mechanism of gene expression
D.    A mechanism of genetic mutations taking place in cells

Answer : B,

Solution :

The transcriptome is the set of all RNA molecules in one cell or a population of cells. It is
sometimes used to refer to all RNAs, or just mRNA, depending on the particular experiment. It
differs from the exome in that it includes only those RNA molecules found in a specified cell
population, and usually includes the amount or concentration of each RNA molecule in
addition to the molecular identities.

Q.35 With reference to Tunisia consider the below given statements
1.      Algeria, Morocco and Libya share borders with Tunisia
2.      Tunisia shares its border with Mediterranean Sea
Select the incorrect statement(s)
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A.     Only 1
B.    Only 2
C.     Both 1 and 2
D.    Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : A,

Solution :

It is a sovereign state in North Africa. Its northernmost point, Cape Angela, is the
northernmost point on the African continent. It is bordered by Algeria to the west and
southwest, Libya to the southeast, and the Mediterranean Sea to the north and east.

Q.36 With reference to GolGumbaz consider the below given statements
1.      Marble and decorated plaster work is used for constructing GolGumbaz.
2.      The dome is famous for its whispering gallery.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : B,

Solution :

Gumbad is a square building topped with a circular drum over which rests a majestic dome,
giving the building its nomenclature.

It is built of dark grey basalt and decorated plaster work.

The building has an amazing acoustical system. Along with the drum of the dome, there is a
whispering gallery where sounds get magnified and echoed many times over.

GolGumbad is a fine convergence of many styles located in medieval India.

Q.37 Reform Treaty also known as Lisbon Treaty is considered as base of which of the below given
item
A.   European Union
B.   MERCOSUR
C.    African Union
D.   Trans Pacific Partnership

Answer : A,
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Solution :

The Treaty of Lisbon (initially known as the Reform Treaty) is an international agreement that
amends the two treaties which form the constitutional basis of the European Union (EU). The
Treaty of Lisbon was signed by the EU member states on 13 December 2007, and entered into
force on 1 December 2009. It amends the Maastricht Treaty (1993), known in updated form as
the Treaty on European Union (2007) or TEU, and the Treaty of Rome (1957), known in
updated form as the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

Q.38 Consider the following statements.
1.      Tibetans who were born in India after 1950 are eligible for Indian passports, this has
been recently ruled by Delhi High Court.
2.      Tawang, Arunachal Pradesh is the headquarter of The Tibetan government-in-exile.
Choose the incorrect statement(s)
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : B,

Solution :

As per the recent Delhi High Court ruling, the Tibetans who were born in India between 1950
and 1987 were eligible for Indian passports.TheTiberan government-in-exile is headquartered
at McLeodganj, Himachal Pradesh.

Q.39 Vijayanagar Empire from grama (village) to Empire arrange the administrative divisions from
below given items
1.      Empire
2.      Nadus
3.      Mandalams
4.      Sthalas
5.      Grama
Choose the correct option
A.   5-4-3-2-1
B.   5-4-2-3-1
C.    5-2-3-4-1
D.   5-3-2-4-1

Answer : D,

Solution :
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Vijaynagar empire was divided in to Mandalams (Headed by Mandaleshwara / nayaks), which
was further divided into Nadus, which was further divided into Sthalas& finally into Gramas

Empire —- Mandalams —– Nadus —– Sthalas —– Gram

Q.40 With reference to Trade Related Analysis of Fauna and Flora in Commerce (TRAFFIC) consider
the below given statements
1.      TRAFFIC is a bureau under United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
2.      The mission of TRAFFIC is to ensure that trade in wild plants and animals is not a threat
to the conservation of nature
Choose the incorrect statement(s)
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : A,

Solution :

TRAFFIC, the Wildlife Trade Monitoring Network, is the leading non-governmental
organization working globally on the trade of wild animals and plants in the context of both
biodiversity and sustainable development. It was founded in 1976 as a strategic alliance of the
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the International Union for the Conservation of
Nature (IUCN). TRAFFIC specialises in investigating and analysing wildlife trade trends,
impacts and drivers; informing and supporting action by governments to enforce effective
policies and laws; providing advice to the private sector on effective approaches to sustainable
sourcing of wildlife; and through developing insights into consumer attitudes to guide the
design of communication interventions to dissuade purchasing of illicit wildlife goods.
TRAFFIC plays a vital role in tackling illegal wildlife trade through conducting research and
analysis, advocacy and awareness work and by supporting remedial action against illegal
wildlife trade.

Q.41 With reference to Nayanars and Alvars consider the below given statements
1.      They drew upon the ideals of love and heroism as found in the Sangam literature (Tamil
literature).
2.      They were sharply critical of the Buddhists and Jainas.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2
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Answer : C,

Solution :

In South India 7th to 9th centuries saw the emergence of new religious movements, led by the
Nayanars (saints devoted to Shiva) and Alvars (saints devoted to Vishnu) who came from all
castes including those considered “untouchable” like the Pulaiyar and the Panars.

They were sharply critical of the Buddhists and Jainas.

They drew upon the ideals of love and heroism as found in the Sangam literature (Tamil
literature).

Between 10th and 12th centuries the Chola and Pandya kings built elaborate temples around
many of the shrines visited by the saint-poets, strengthening the links between the bhakti
tradition and temple worship.

Q.42 From the below given list identify the country/countries that is/are member/s of New Agenda
Coalition (NAC)
1.      New Zealand
2.      South Africa
3.      India
Choose the correct option
A.   1 and 2
B.   2 and 3
C.    1 and 3
D.   All of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

The New Agenda Coalition (NAC), composed of Brazil, Egypt, Ireland, Mexico, New Zealand
and South Africa, is a geographically dispersed group of middle power countries seeking to
build an international consensus to make progress on nuclear disarmament, as legally called
for in the nuclear NPT.

Q.43 Consider the below given statements
1.      Konark sun temple is known as ‘BLACK PAGODA’
2.      The Jagannath Temple in Puri is famously known as “White Pagoda”.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
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D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

Konark Sun Temple is a 13th-century CE sun temple at Konark about 35 kilometres (22 mi)
northeast from Puri on the coastline of Odisha, India. The temple is attributed to king
Narasimhadeva I of the Eastern Ganga Dynasty about 1250 CE.

This temple was called the "Black Pagoda" in European sailor accounts as early as 1676
because its great tower appeared black. Similarly, the Jagannath Temple in Puri was called the
"White Pagoda". Both temples served as important landmarks for sailors in the Bay of Bengal.
The temple that exists today was partially restored by the conservation efforts of British India-
era archaeological teams. Declared a UNESCO world heritage site in 1984, it remains a major
pilgrimage site for Hindus, who gather here every year for the ChandrabhagaMela around the
month of February.

Q.44 Which of the following is/are true about Sangam Literature?
1.      Tolkappiyam deals with Tamil grammar.
2.      Silappathigaram provides information on political condition of the Sangam period.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

Sangam literature which combines idealism with realism and classic grace with indigenous
industry and strength is rightly regarded as constituting the Augustan age of Tamil literature.
It deals with secular matter relating to public and social activity like government, war charity,
trade, worship, agriculture etc. Sangam literature consists of the earliest Tamil works (such as
the Tolkappiyam), the ten poems (Pattupattu), the eight anthologies (Ettutogai) and the
eighteen minor works (Padinenkilkanakku), and the three epics.

Tolkappiyam is the earliest Tamil literature authored by Tolkappiyar. It is the work on tamil
Grammar.

Silappadikaram was written by IlangoAdigal (grandson of Karikala, the great Chola King). It is
a tragic story of a merchant, Kovalan of Puhar who falls in love with a dancer Madhavi,
neglecting his own wife, Kannagi, who in the end revenges the death of her husband at the
hands of the Pandyan King and becomes a goddess. It also provides valuable information on
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Sangam polity and society.

Q.45 It is believed that AdiShankaracharya had established four Mathas. From below given identify
places where his Mathas is not found.
A.   Badrinath
B.   Puri
C.    Dwarka
D.   Shravanbelagola

Answer : D,

Solution :

AdiSankaracharya, during his travels across the length and breadth of India, founded four
mathas (monasteries) as seats of Hindu religion at these four places- the Sringerimatha on the
Sringeri hills in the south, the Sharadamatha on the Dwaraka coast in the west, the
Jyotirmatha at Badrinath in the north, the Govardhanmatha at Puri in the east.

Q.46 With reference to SWAYAM PRABHA consider the below given statements
1.      It is a group of 32 DTH channels devoted to telecasting of educational programmes on
24X7 basis using the GSAT-15 satellite.
2.      Information and Library Network Centre looks after the maintenance of SWAYAM
PRABHA.
Choose the correct option
A.   1 only
B.   2 only
C.    All of the above
D.   None of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

The SWAYAM PRABHA is a group of 32 DTH channels devoted to telecasting of high-quality
educational programmes on 24X7 basis using the GSAT-15 satellite. Every day, there will be
new content for at least (4) hours which would be repeated 5 more times in a day, allowing the
students to choose the time of their convenience. The channels are uplinked from BISAG,
Gandhinagar. The contents are provided by NPTEL, IITs, UGC, CEC, IGNOU, NCERT and
NIOS. The INFLIBNET Centre maintains the web portal.

Q.47 With reference to ‘Symbiodinium’ consider the following statements
1.      They live inside coral polyps and provide the coral with food via photosynthesis
2.      It is one of the genera of dinoflagellate



Study IQ
www.studyiq.com, testseries@studyiq.com

Page - 27/58

Choose the incorrect statement(s)
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

Symbiodinium is a genus that encompasses the largest and most prevalent group of
endosymbioticdinoflagellates known. These unicellular algae commonly reside in the
endoderm of tropical cnidarians such as corals, sea anemones, and jellyfish, where the
products of their photosynthetic processing are exchanged in the host for inorganic molecules.
They are also harbored by various species of sponge, flatworms, mollusks such as the giant
clams, foraminifera (soritids), and some ciliates. Generally, these dinoflagellates enter the host
cell through phagocytosis, persist as intracellular symbionts, reproduce, and disperse to the
environment. The exception is in most mollusks, where Symbiodinium are intercellular
(between the cells). Cnidarians that are associated with Symbiodinium occur mostly in warm
oligotrophic (nutrient-poor), marine environments where they are often the dominant
constituents of benthic communities. These dinoflagellates are therefore among the most
abundant eukaryotic microbes found in coral reef ecosystems. Symbiodinium are colloquially
called "zooxanthellae",and animals symbiotic with algae in this genus are said to be
"zooxanthellate". The term was loosely used to refer to any golden-brown endosymbionts,
including diatoms and other dinoflagellates.

Genus Symbiodinium is important to coral reefs because they live inside coral polyps and
provide the coral with food via photosynthesis.

Q.48 If there is a deadlock in the Parliament between LokSabha and RajyaSabha then a joint sitting is
called for the passage of
1.      Money bill
2.      Constitution Amendment Bill
Choose the incorrect statement(s)
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

Not all bills can be referred to a joint sitting of Parliament. There are two exceptions. Under
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the Constitution of India, money bills require approval of the LokSabha only. RajyaSabha can
make recommendations to LokSabha, which it is not required to accept. Even if RajyaSabha
doesn't pass a money bill within 14 days, it is deemed to have been passed by both the Houses
of Parliament after expiry of the above period. Therefore, a requirement to summon a joint
session can never arise in the case of money bill.

Constitution Amendment Bill: Article 368 of Indian constitution require that constitution of
India can be amended by both houses of parliament by 2/3 majority. In case of disagreement
between both houses, there is no provision to summon joint session of parliament.

Q.49 Consider the following statements
1.      Loktak Lake is famously known as floating national park
2.      Dachigam national park is in the State of J&K
Choose the incorrect statement(s)
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : D,

Solution :

Loktak Lake is the largest freshwater lake in Northeast India and is famous for the phumdis
floating over it. The lake is located near Moirang in Manipur state, India. Dachigam National
Park is located 22 kilometers from Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir. It covers an area of 141
km2. The name of the park literally stands for "ten villages" which could be in memory of the
ten villages that were relocated for its formation.

Q.50 Urs is celebrated annually at the Dargah of a Sufi Saint. Urs is an important event because it
is associated with
A.   The death anniversary of Saint
B.   The birth anniversary of Saint
C.    The date of coronation of a Saint
D.   The date of building of saint’s Dargah

Answer : A,

Solution :

Urs is the death anniversary of a Sufi saint in South Asia, usually held at the saint's dargah
(shrine or tomb). In most Sufi orders such as Naqshbandiyyah, Suhrawardiyya, Chishtiyya,
Qadiriyya, etc. the concept of Urs exists and is celebrated with enthusiasm. The devotees refer
to their saints as lovers of God, the beloved.
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Urs rituals are generally performed by the custodians of the shrine or the existing Shaikh of
the silsila. The celebration of Urs ranges from Hamd to Naat and in many cases includes the
singing of religious music such as qawwali. The celebration also features food samples, bazaar,
and various kinds of shops.

The Urs of KhwajaMoinuddinChishti at Dargah Sharif in Ajmer attracts more than 400,000
devotees each year and is regarded as one of the most famous urs festivals around the world.

Q.51 Consider the following statements with reference to Sufism in medieval India:
1.      Sharia laws were strictly followed by Sufis.
2.      They followed self-discipline, meditation, good actions, repentance for sins, performance
of prayers and pilgrimages, fasting, charity and suppression of passions.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : B,

Solution :

Sufism promotes tolerance and acceptance of other religions and points of view. Sufism
stressed the elements of love and devotion as effective means of the realization of God. Love of
God meant love of humanity and so the Sufis believed service to humanity was equal to service
to God.

In Sufism, self-discipline was considered an essential condition to gain knowledge of God by
sense of perception. While orthodox Muslims emphasize external conduct, the Sufis lay stress
on inner purity. While the orthodox believe in blind observance of rigid rituals, the Sufis
consider love and devotion as the only means of attaining salvation.

According to them one must have the guidance of a pir or guru, without which spiritual
development is impossible. Sufism also inculcated a spirit of tolerance among its followers.
Other ideas emphasized by Sufism are meditation, good actions, repentance for sins,
performance of prayers and pilgrimages, fasting, charity and suppression of passions.

Q.52 From below given kingdoms Dwarasamudra is the capital of
A.   Rashtrakutas
B.   Vijayanagara
C.    Hoysala
D.   Chalukya

Answer : C,
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Solution :

Halebidu is a town located in Hassan District, Karnataka, India.

Halebidu (which used to be called Dorasamudra or Dwarasamudra) was the regal capital of the
Hoysala Empire in the 12th century. It is home to some of the best examples of Hoysala
architecture. Most notable are the ornate Hoysaleshwara and Kedareshwara temples.

Rashtrakuta Capital – Manyakheta

Vijayanagara Capital – Hampi

Chalukya Capital – Badami

Q.53 ‘Zinda Peer’ title was given to which of the below given king
A.   Babur
B.   DaraShikoh
C.    Akbar
D.   Aurangzeb

Answer : D,

Solution :

Aurangzeb was given the title ‘Zinda Peer’ for the following reasons:

He compiled Fatwa-Al-Alamgiri. Which was a digest of Muslim law. It was special because for
the First time all the teachings of Sharia Law were compiled in one book.

He banned music and singing, despite being accomplished in both.

He banned alcohol, gambling, dancing, castration, drugs, unjust taxes, and bowing to the King
because these things were un-Islamic

Aurangzeb completely memorized Quran (He was a Hafiz)

Aurangzeb ruled his empire according to Islamic Law (Sharia)

Aurangzeb did not spend a penny from royal treasury. Unlike his predecessors

Aurangzeb used to earn money by sewing Islamic Caps and copying Quran.

Aurangzeb led a simple life. He wore simple clothes.

His grave was also simple at the time of his death. It was modified later by the British
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Q.54 With reference to the reign of Muhammad Bin Tughlaq, consider the following statements:
1.      He maintained diplomatic relations with Egypt, China and Iran.
2.      Due to shortage of copper he issued silver coins instead of copper coins.
3.      He set up a separate department for agriculture, ‘diwan-i-kohi’.
4.      Excessive and arbitrary tax that was imposed in the doab region by his father was
abolished by him.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 1 and 3
C.    2,3 and 4
D.   1,2 and 4

Answer : B,

Solution :

Statement 1 is correct as Muhammad Bin Tughlaq maintained diplomatic relations with far off
countries like Egypt, China and Iran.

Statement 2 is incorrect as Tughlaq issued copper coins instead of silver coins due to shortage
of silver.

He set up a separate department for agriculture, ‘diwan-i-kohi’.

Muhammad bin Tughlaq’s reign was from 1325 to 1351. Ghiyas-ud-din had reduced the land
revenue to one-tenth, but when Mohammed Bin Tughlaq succeeded GhiyasuddinTughlaq,
Mohammed tried to raise the revenue once again.

Unfortunately, that very year the rains failed and the doab region (between Yamuna and
Ganga) came under the grip of famine. The farmers therefore could not pay the taxes. Many of
the farmers were caught and punished while others left their lands and ran off to the jungles
to escape the tyranny of the Sultan’s officers.

When Mohammed realized this, he ordered his officers to spare the farmers and sanctioned
financial help to them. But it was too late as the families of many farmers had already died of
starvation and lands had also become barren. Hence, statement 4 is wrong.

Q.55 With reference to economic history of medieval India, the term ‘Takkavi’ refers to
A.   Land assigned to officials
B.   Agricultural loan
C.    Rest house
D.   Token currency

Answer : B,
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Solution :

Delhi Sultans introduced many reforms in Agriculture. They encouraged farmers to cultivate
superior crop like wheat instead of barley.

Sultans like Muhammad bin Tughlaq and FirozTughlaq took efforts to enhance agricultural
production by providing irrigation facilities and by providing ‘takkavi loans’.

Muhammad bin Tughlaq also created a separate Agricultural department, ‘diwan-i-kohi’.

Q.56 In the medieval India, ‘Jizya’ means
A.   Land revenue
B.   Silver coin
C.    Tax levied on non Muslims
D.   Tax on houses

Answer : C,

Solution :

Jizya was tax levied on non-Muslims and non followers of Islam. Ghari was tax on Houses. In
India, Islamic ruler Qutb-ud-din Aibak imposed jizya on non-Muslims first time which was
calledcalledkharaj-o-jizya.

Note: This Jizya tax was not a torture. It was collected just for the protection of non-Muslims
and the tax was fixed by understanding the payment level of the people. The poor won't pay
the same tax what the rich pays.

Q.57 ‘EURORDIS’ is associated with
A.   Cyber Security
B.   Orphan Diseases
C.    Neglected Tropical Diseases
D.   European Union’s military alliance

Answer : C,

Solution :

The European Organisation for Rare Diseases (EURORDIS) is a non-governmental patient-
driven alliance of patient organizations and individuals active in the field of rare diseases, that
promotes research on rare diseases and commercial development of orphan drugs.

Q.58 Recently NITI Ayog has pitched for hybrid vehicles on Methanol instead of batteries led
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vehicles.
I.            Methanol can be obtained from renewable sources.
II.            Off grid Ansar, wind power can be used to produce synthetic methanol.
III.            Lithium batteries eventually become expensive to use.
Identify the correct statement/s.
A.     I only
B.    I and II
C.     I and III
D.    All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

NitiAayog, the government's premier policy making body, has firmed up a hybrid vehicle policy
that challenges the electric vehicle mission that's being pursued aggressively, pitching
methanol as a better alternative for India.

The crux of the reasoning is that methanol can replace gaAnsine as it is easily available, does
not cause pollution and has higher electrical mobility and efficiency, besides being highly cost-
effective vis-a-vis electric vehicles, which would run on lithium-ion batteries. It would reduce
pollution and India's dependence on fossil fuels.

Lithium is not an easily available resource and the world will run out of the basic resource if
all switch over to lithium-ion batteries for electric vehicles. Besides, India does not have the
expertise to make lithium-ion batteries.

Q.59 A term “Two-State-Ansution” was widely reported in news media in recent times. This term is
pertaining to which of the below given countries?
A.     India-Pakistan
B.    UK-Argentina
C.     Israel-Palestine
D.    North Korea-South Korea

Answer : C,

Solution :

The two-state Ansution refers to a Ansution of the Israeli–Palestinian conflict which calls for
"two states for two groups of people." The two-state Ansution envisages an independent State
of Palestine alongside the State of Israel, west of the Jordan River.

Q.60 The volcano named “Guallatiri” is located in which one of the following countries?
A.     Japan
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B.    USA
C.     Chile
D.    Ecuador

Answer : C,

Solution :

Guallatiri, one of the most active volcanoes in northern Chile, is the youngest volcano of three
that make up the Nevados de Quimsachata range. Guallatiri, along with Cerro Acotango and
Cerro Elena Capurata, form this volcanic range. Guallatiri is the southern most volcano in the
Central Andes that has a permanent glaciated summit. In 1985 and 1987 whitish-yellow fumes
were being expelled from a vent to a height of 500m every 30 minutes.

Q.61 What are salient features of coffee plantations of Western Ghats region of India
1.      Native trees are not down to create space for coffee plants
2.      Arabic coffee is planted here
3.      They support forest dependent bird species
Choose the correct option
A.     1 and 2
B.    2 and 3
C.     1 and 3
D.    1, 2 and 3

Answer : D,

Solution :

Scientists from the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS-India) and USA’s Princeton University
compared bird diversity in 61 arabica and robusta estates across Chikkamagaluru, Hassan and
Kodagu districts in Karnataka. What they found is that the plantations supported 79 species of
forest-dependent birds in all, but arabica estates hosted twice the number of endemic birds
than robusta. Since robusta farmers in the Western Ghats retain native trees, they have been
able to preserve the complex canopy structure, setting them apart from others worldwide.

Q.62 With reference to Daman and Diu, consider the following statements and choose the correct
option
A.   A ship coming out of the Gulf of Kutch will find Diu in the Northern side and Daman in

the Southern side
B.   A ship coming out of the Gulf of Kutch will find Diu in the Southern side and Daman in the

Northern side
C.    A ship coming out of the Gulf of Khambhat will find Diu in the Eastern side and Daman in

the Western side
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D.   A ship coming out of the Gulf of Khambhat will find Diu in the Western Side and Daman in
the Eastern side

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Gulf of Khambhat, also known as the Gulf of Cambay, is a bay on the Arabian Sea coast of
India, bordering the state of Gujarat. It is a trumpet-shaped gulf of the Arabian Sea, indenting
northward the coast of Gujarat state, western India, between Mumbai (Bombay) and the
Kathiawar Peninsula. It is 120 miles (190 km) wide at its mouth between Diu and Daman, but it
rapidly narrows to 15 miles (24 km). Hence when a ship is coming out of this gulf will find Diu
in the Western Side and Daman in the Eastern side.

Q.63 With reference to Operation Greens, consider the following statement
1.      Main objective of the project is to reduce price volatility in agri commodities such as
vegetables.
2.      Operation Greens aims to promote farmer producers organizations, agri-logistics,
processing facilities and professional management.
Choose the incorrect statement(s)
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : D,

Solution :

Finance Minister ArunJaitley proposed to launch Operation Greens in his speech while
presenting the Union Budget 2018-19 in LokSabha. Operation Greens aims to promote farmer
producers organisations, agri-logistics, processing facilities and professional management. The
operation aims to aid farmers and help control and limit the erratic fluctuations in the prices of
onions, potatoes and tomatoes.

Q.64 With reference to Eravikulam National Park, consider the following statements:
1.      The highest peak of peninsular India Mahendragiri is situated in this park
2.      It is located in the KannanDevan Hills of the Southern Western Ghats
3.      Jarva indigenous people, who have traditionally been associated with the management of
the park.
Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect
A.   1 and 2 only
B.   2 only
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C.    1 and 3 only
D.   All of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

Eravikulam National Park is located in the High Ranges (KannanDevan Hills) of the Southern
Western Ghats in the DevikulamTaluk of Idukki District, Kerala State (Map 1A & IB) between
10º 05′ – 10º 20′ N Latitude and 77º 0′ – 77º 10′ E Longitude. Manehdragiri lies on Eastern
Ghats and Jarva are indigenous people endemic to Andaman and Nicobar islands.

Q.65 With reference to Sun, consider the following statements:
1.      Sunspots are regions where the Ansar magnetic field is very weak.
2.      On an average Ansar cycle lasts for 111 years.
Choose the incorrect statement(s)
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

The amount of magnetic flux that rises up to the Sun's surface varies with time in a cycle
called the Ansar cycle, which lasts 11 years on average. This cycle is sometimes referred to as
the sunspot cycle. Sunspots are regions where the Ansar magnetic field is very strong.

Q.66 Consider the following
1.      Coral reefs could start to disAnsve before the turn of the century
2.      Acidification of oceans is not a risk for coral reefs
3.      Coral reefs face risks only from ocean temperature and pollution
Choose the correct statement/s
A.   1 only
B.   2 and 3 only
C.    1 and 3 only
D.   All of the above

Answer : B,

Solution :

Coral reefs could start to disAnsve before 2100 as man-made climate change drives
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acidification of the oceans, scientists have said. Acidification will threaten sediments that are
building blocks for reefs. Corals already face risks from ocean temperatures, pollution and
overfishing.

Q.67 The air that descends on a rain-shadow desert is
A.   Cold and dry
B.   Warm and moist
C.    Cold and moist
D.   Warm and dry

Answer : D,

Solution :

A rain shadow is a dry area on the leeward side of a mountainous area (away from the wind).
The mountains block the passage of rain-producing weather systems and cast a "shadow" of
dryness behind them. Wind and moist air is drawn by the prevailing winds towards the top of
the mountains, where it condenses and precipitates before it crosses the top. The air, without
much moisture left, which is warm, advances across the mountains creating a drier side called
the "rain shadow".

Q.68 Consider the following statements:
1.      Sodium soaps are Hard Soaps while Soaps made using Postassium salts are Soft soaps.
2.      Tallow and Animal Fats are the main source of Hard Soaps
3.      Coconut Oil is used to make Soft soaps
Identify the False statement(s)
A.   1 only
B.   2 and 3
C.    3 only
D.   None of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

Sodium salts are called hard soap where as potassium salts are soft soaps. A hard soap is
moderately Ansuble in water and does not lather easily whereas soft soap disAnsve faster and
lather readily. Soft soap performs better than hard soaps in cleansing action. Tallow, animal
fats and coconut oils are the main sources of hard soaps, while linseed oil, castor oil etc
produces soft soaps. Mahua and ground nut oil produce intermediate consistency soaps.

Q.69 Which of the following statements correctly describes ‘Kabul Conference’?
A.   It is an inclusive peace process led by Afghanistan
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B.   It aims to connect Afghanistan to Central Asian Republics via road and rail
C.    Conservation of World Heritage Sites in Afghanistan and neighbouring countries is dealt

by it.
D.   It is a bilateral conference with India to promote education and skill development

Answer : A,

Solution :

Kabul Conference

It is also known as he Kabul Process for Peace and Security Cooperation

It is an Afghan-led and Afghan-owned inclusive peace process

The Purpose of the Kabul conference is to place the Afghan Government as the key driving
force for achieving peace, with the earnest support of regional and international partners.

Q.70 Which of the following countries are members of the ‘Quadrilateral Coordination Group (QCG)’
1.      United States of America
2.      Pakistan
3.      Afghanistan
4.      China
Choose the correct option
A.   1,2 and 4
B.   2,3 and 4
C.    1,2 and 3
D.   1,2,3 and 4

Answer : D,

Solution :

Quadrilateral Coordination Group (QCG) consists of the U.S., Pakistan, Afghanistan and China.

Q.71 With reference to ‘Luminescence Dating’ consider the below given statements
1.      Luminescence Dating measures the amount of light emitted from energy stored in
certain rock types and derived soils to obtain an abAnsute date for a specific event that
occurred in the past
2.      Luminescence Dating does not require a contemporary organic component of the
sediment to be dated
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
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C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

Luminescence dating (including thermoluminescence and optically stimulated luminescence) is
a type of dating methodology that measures the amount of light emitted from energy stored in
certain rock types and derived soils to obtain an abAnsute date for a specific event that
occurred in the past.

The method is a direct dating technique, meaning that the amount of energy emitted is a
direct result of the event being

measured.

It is much more useful than carbon dating

Unlike carbon-14 dating, luminescence dating methods do not require a contemporary organic
component of the sediment to be dated.

Two forms of luminescence dating are used by archaeologists to date events in the past:

Thermoluminescence (TL) or thermally stimulated luminescence (TSL), which measures
energy emitted after an object has been exposed to temperatures between 400 and 500°C;

Optically stimulated luminescence (OSL), which measures energy emitted after an object has
been exposed to daylight.

Luminescence

The term luminescence refers to the energy emitted as light from minerals such as quartz and
feldspar after they've been exposed to an ionizing radiation of some sort.

Minerals are exposed to cosmic radiation: luminescence dating takes advantage of the fact
that certain minerals both collect and release energy from that radiation under specific
conditions.

OSL

It is a method widely used by geologists for dating the sediment layers in which tools are found

Q.72 From the below given items identify channels of monetary policy transmission
1.      Interest rate
2.      Credit
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3.      Exchange rate
4.      Asset price
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1,2 and 3
B.   Only 2,3 and 4
C.    Only 1,3 and 4
D.   All of above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Monetary Policy Transmission

News: Monetary policy transmission improves if friction in the financial system diminishes:
Development Research Group (DRG) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

It is possible with greater financial inclusion in terms of depositors’ base and easing of the
collateral constraints of the households

Easier norms for collateral are likely to enable households to increase their borrowings which,
in turn, may improve the transmission

About

It refers to the process by which a central bank’s monetary policy decisions are passed on,
through financial markets, to businesses and households.

Interest rate is the main channel of monetary policy transmission. Similarly, there is credit
channel, asset price channel, confidence channel, exchange rate channel etc.

In the Indian scenario, the momentary policy transmission is heavily depending upon the repo
rate.

Q.73 With reference to ‘Baobab Tree’ consider the below given statements
A.   Baobab Tree are generally found in Tropical Evergreen Forests
B.   Baobab Tree is native to India
C.    Both (A) and (B)
D.   Neither (A) nor (B)

Answer : D,

Solution :

Adansonia is a genus of deciduous trees known as baobabs. They are found in arid regions of
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Madagascar, mainland Africa, Arabia, and Australia.

Baobabs store water in the trunk (up to 120,000 litres) to endure harsh drought conditions. All
occur in seasonally arid areas, and are deciduous, shedding their leaves during the dry season.

Q.74 From the below items which is/are capital account transactions by an individual are permitted
under the Liberalized Remittance Scheme (LRS)
1.      Trading on the foreign exchange markets
2.      Opening of foreign currency account abroad with a bank
3.      Purchase of property abroad
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1 and 3
B.   Only 2 and 3
C.    Only 1 and 3
D.   All of above

Answer : B,

Solution :

Liberalised Remittance Scheme (LRS)

It was introduced as a liberalization measure to facilitate resident individuals to remit funds
abroad for permitted current or capital account transactions or combination of both.

These Regulations are amended from time to time to incorporate the changes in the regulatory
framework and published through amendment notifications.

Remittances are permitted for overseas education, travel, medical treatment and purchase of
shares and property, apart from maintenance of relatives living abroad, gifting and donations.

Individuals can also open, maintain and hold foreign currency accounts with overseas banks
for carrying out transactions.

The rules do not allow remittances for trading on the foreign exchange markets, margin or
margin calls to overseas exchanges and counterparties and the purchase of Foreign Currency
Convertible Bonds issued by Indian companies abroad.

Under LRS, people can’t send money to countries identified as ‘non cooperative’ by the
Financial Action Task Force.

Q.75 ‘VAJRA’ scheme is launched by Ministry of Science and Technology to connect the Indian
academic and research and development (R&D) systems to the best of global science and
scientists for a sustained international collaborative research.With reference to ‘VAJRA’
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scheme consider the below given statements
1.      Under this scheme, foreign researchers abroad of Indian origin or otherwise can
collaborate with faculties in public funded Indian institutions.
2.      The VAJRA faculty can reside in India for a minimum of 1 month and a maximum of 3
months a year.
3.      VAJRA Faculty is provided US Dollars 15000 in the first month of residence and US
Dollars 10000 in each of the subsequent month.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1 and 2
B.   Only 2 and 3
C.    Only 1 and 3
D.   All of above

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB), a Statutory body of the Department of
Science and Technology (DST) has recently launched a ‘Visiting Advanced Joint Research
(VAJRA) Faculty Scheme’ to connect the Indian academic and research and development
(R&D) systems to the best of global science and scientists for a sustained international
collaborative research.

The scheme offers adjunct / visiting faculty assignments to overseas scientists, faculty
members and R&D professionals including Non-resident Indians (NRI) and Overseas Citizen of
India (OCI) to undertake high quality collaborative research in cutting edge areas of science
and technology including interdisciplinary areas of priority such as energy, water, health,
security, nutrition, materials and manufacturing, etc. with one or more Indian collaborators of
public funded academic and research institutions of India.

The VAJRA Faculty should be an active researcher working in an overseas leading academic /
research / industrial organization with significant accomplishments in R&D.

The initial Faculty assignment is given for a period of one year extendable to subsequent years
based on the collaborative outcome and interest.

The residency period of VAJRA Faculty in the host institution would be for a minimum of 1
month and a maximum of 3 months every year. VAJRA Faculty is provided US Dollars 15000 in
the first month of residence and US Dollars 10000 in each of the subsequent month. Presently,
call for applications is made open for prospective researchers.

Q.76 With regard to National Human Rights Commission, consider the following statements.
1.      Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI) has given NHRC ‘A’
status of accreditation for the first time.
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2.      Those human rights institutions, which are found fully compliant with UN-mandated
Paris Principles are given this accreditation.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : B,

Solution :

NHRC has retained the status A of accreditation of United Nations mandated Global Alliance
of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI) for fourth consecutive term.

NHRIs are accredited if they are found fully compliant with the UN mandated Paris Principles
after a review process by GANHRI through sub-committee on Accreditation every five years.

The accreditation confers international recognition and protection on National Human Rights
Institutions and also grants participation in work and decision-making of GANHRI as well as
the work of Human Rights Council and other UN mechanisms.

Q.77 The appointment of Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners is done
by which of the below given authorities?
1.      President
2.      Prime Minister
3.      Leader of Opposition in the LokSabha
4.      Union Home Minister
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1,2 and 3
B.   Only 2,3 and 4
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   All of above

Answer : A,

Solution :

The Commission consists of a Chief Information Commissioner and not more than ten
Information Commissioners. They are appointed by the President on the recommendation of a
committee consisting of the Prime Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of Opposition in the
LokSabha and a Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime Minister.

Q.78 The National Green Tribunal derives its jurisdiction from which of the following acts?
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1.      The Forest (Conservation) Act
2.      The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981
3.      The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991
4.      Prevention of corruption Act, 1988
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1,2 and 3
B.   Only 2,3 and 4
C.    Only 1,3 and 4
D.   All of above

Answer : A,

Solution :

The National Green Tribunal has jurisdiction over all civil cases where a substantial question
relating to environment (including enforcement of any legal right relating to environment), is
involved and such question arises out of the implementation of the enactments specified in
Schedule I of the National Green Tribunal Act 2010. The acts listed in Schedule 1 are:

The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974;

The Water (Prevention and Control o[Pollution) Cess Act, 1977;

The Forest (Conservation) Act,

The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981;

The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986;

The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991;

The Biological Diversity Act, 2002.

It would deal with all environmental laws on air and water pollution, the Environment
Protection Act, the Forest Conservation Act and the Biodiversity Act.

Q.79 With reference toCentral Administrative Tribunal (CAT) consider the following statements
about
1.      In addition to procedure laid down in the Civil Procedure Code of 1908 it is guided by the
principles of natural justice
2.      Appeals against the orders of the CAT could be made in the Supreme Court only.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
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D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : D,

Solution :

The CAT is not bound by the procedure laid down in the Civil Procedure Code of 1908. It is
guided by the principles of natural justice. These principles keep the CAT flexible in approach.
Only a nominal fee of 50 is to be paid by the applicant. The applicant may appear either in
person or through a lawyer.

Originally, appeals against the orders of the CAT could be made only in the Supreme Court
and not in the high courts. However, in the Chandra Kumar case (1997), the Supreme Court
declared this restriction on the jurisdiction of the high courts as unconstitutional, holding that
judicial review is a part of the basic structure of the Constitution. It laid down that appeals
against the orders of the CAT shall lie before the division bench of the concerned high court.
Consequently, now it is not possible for an aggrieved public servant to approach the Supreme
Court directly against an order of the CAT, without first going to the concerned high court.

Q.80 The Parliament and the state legislatures, under Article 323 B, are authorized to provide for
the establishment of tribunals for the adjudication of disputes relating to the following
matters:
1.      Taxation
2.      Foreign exchange, import and export
3.      Industrial and labour
4.      Public health and sanitation; hospitals and dispensaries.
 Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1,2 and 3
B.   Only 2,3 and 4
C.    Only 1,3 and 4
D.   None of above

Answer : A,

Solution :

Under Article 323 B, the Parliament and the state legislatures are authorized to provide for the
establishment of tribunals for the adjudication of disputes relating to the following matters:

Taxation

Foreign exchange, import and export

Industrial and labour
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Land reforms

Ceiling on urban property

Elections to Parliament and state legislatures

Food stuffs

Rent and tenancy rights

Public health and sanitation; hospitals and dispensaries is item number 6 in state list.

Q.81 From the below given list identify an agency that acts as National Central Bureau of Interpol
in India?
A.   Central Vigilance Commission
B.   CBI
C.    RAW
D.   Delhi Police

Answer : B,

Solution :

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) acts as the National Central Bureau of Interpol in India.

Functions of CBI

Cases of corruption, bribery, etc. of Union government employees is investigated by it.

Cases relating to infringement of fiscal and economic laws, customs and central excise, income
tax etc., are also investigated.

But such cases are taken on request of the concerned department or CBI acts as a consultant
to them.

Grave crimes of national and international effects, committed by organized gangs are also
investigated.

Activities of anti-corruption agencies and various state police forces are coordinated by CBI.

State Government can request CBI to take up any case of public importance for investigation.

CBI maintains and shares criminal records and crime statistics.

CBI normally restricts its ambit to anti-corruption offences committed by Union Government
employees.
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It is only on request of state government or order of the Supreme/High Court that CBI looks
into crimes like murder, kidnapping etc.

Q.82 With reference to Central Information Commission consider the following statements
regarding :
1.      If there are reasonable grounds then CIC can order an inquiry into any matter because it
has suomoto powers
2.      The CIC has the power of a civil court whilst enquiring a matter in its hand
3.      Annual report of the commission is submitted in the Parliament.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1 and 2
B.   Only 2 and 3
C.    Only 1 and 3
D.   All of above

Answer : A,

Solution :

Functions of Central Information Commission

Receive and inquire into a complaint from any person –

who, due to non-appointment of a Public Information Officer, has not been able to submit an
information request;

who has been refused requested information;

who thinks the charged fees are unreasonable;

who thinks information given is false, incomplete etc.;

who has not received response within specified time to his information request;

any other matter relating to obtaining information.

The Commissions have suo-moto power to order inquiry into any matter if there are reasonable
grounds.

While inquiring, the Commissions have the powers of a civil court.

The Commissions have the power to secure compliance of its decisions from the public
authority.

The Commission submits an annual report to the Union Government (State Government, in
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case of State) on the implementation of the provisions of this Act.

The Union Government (State Government, in case of state) places this report before each
House of Parliament (State Legislature, in case of State).

When a public authority does not conform to the provisions of this Act, the Commission may
recommend measures to the authority, which ought to be taken for bringing in such
conformity.

Q.83 Which of the following statements is/are NOT correct regarding working of National Human
Rights Commission?
1.      People found guilty of violation of Human Rights can be punished by NHRC.
2.      The recommendations of NHRC are binding on the Government.
Choose the incorrect option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

The commission may take any of the following steps during or after the completion of an
inquiry –

·         it may recommend payment of compensation to victims, to concerned government or
authority;

·         it may recommend to initiate proceedings for prosecution or any other action against
the guilty public servant, to the concerned government or authority;

·         it may recommend to the concerned government or authority for the grant of
immediate interim relief to the victim;

·         it may approach the Supreme Court or the concerned high court for the necessary
directions, orders or writs.

Q.84 Which of the following categories have been defined in the Constitution?
1.      Scheduled Castes
2.      Scheduled Tribes
3.      Anglo Indians
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
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B.   Only 2
C.    Only 3
D.   All of above

Answer : C,

Solution :

The Constitution does not specify the castes or tribes which are to be called the SCs or the
STs.

The President has the power to specify as to what castes or tribes in each state and union
territory are to be treated as the SCs and STs. Thus, the lists of the SCs or STs vary from state
to state and union territory to union territory.

Unlike in the case of SCs and STs, the Constitution has defined the persons who belong to the
Anglo-Indian community.

Accordingly, ‘an Anglo-Indian means a person whose father or any of whose other male
progenitors in the male line is or was of European descent but who is domiciled within the
territory of India and is or was born within such territory of parents habitually resident therein
and not established there for temporary purposes only’.

Q.85 With reference to Delimitation Commission consider the following statements:
1.      It is a statutory body.
2.      To redraw the boundaries of states is responsibility of DC.
3.      The orders of commission cannot be challenged in the court of law.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1 and 3
B.   Only 2 and 3
C.    Only 1 and 3
D.   All of above

Answer : C,

Solution :

Delimitation commission

The Delimitation commission or Boundary commission of India is a commission established by
the Government of India under the provisions of the Delimitation Commission Act. The main
task of the commission is redrawing the boundaries of the various assembly and LokSabha
constituencies based on a recent census. The representation from each State is not changed
during this exercise. However, the number of SC and ST seats in a state are changed in
accordance with the census. The present delimitation of constituencies has been done on the
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basis of 2001 census under the provisions of Delimitation Act, 2002.

The Commission is a powerful body whose orders cannot be challenged in a court of law. The
orders are laid before the LokSabha and the respective State Legislative Assemblies. However,
modifications are not permitted.

Q.86 Which of the following states was the first to establish the institution of Lokayukta?
A.   Maharashtra
B.   Rajasthan
C.    Uttar Pradesh
D.   Kerala

Answer : A,

Solution :

Maharashtra established the system of Lokayukta in 1971 through 'The Lokayukta and Upa-
Lokayuktas Act', and the institutions of the Lokayukta and Uplokayukta came into existence on
October 25, 1972

Q.87 Commonly known Lokpal Act seeks to provide for the establishment of the institution of Lokpal
to inquire into allegations of corruption against certain public functionaries and for matters
connecting them. Who of the following comes under the purview of Lokpal?
1.      Armed Forces
2.      Prime Minister of India
3.      Group ‘A’ or Group ‘B’ officers
4.      Group ‘C’ or Group ‘D’ officials
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1,2 and 3
B.   Only 2,3 and 4
C.    Only 1,3 and 4
D.   All of above

Answer : B,

Solution :

The following come under the jurisdiction of Lokpal:

Prime Minister of India, under certain conditions as stipulated in the adjacent box.

All ministers of the Union

Members of Parliament except for matters related to article 105 of constitution. (that is
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anything said or a vote given by him in Parliament)

Group ‘A’ or Group ‘B’ officers

Group ‘C’ or Group ‘D’ officials

Any person who is or has been in-charge (director / manager/ secretary) of anybody / society
set up by central act or any other body financed / controlled by central government.

Any other person involved in act of abetting, bribe giving or bribe taking

Q.88 Which one among the following principles deal with set of international standards which frame
and guide the work of National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs)?
A.   Hague Principles
B.   Paris Principles
C.    Rio Principles
D.   Vienna Principles

Answer : B,

Solution :

A National human rights institution (NHRI) is an independent institution bestowed with the
responsibility to broadly protect, monitor and promote human rights in a given country.

The Paris Principles (1991) had laid down a set of international standards which frame and
guide the work of National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs).

They were adopted by the United Nations Human Rights Commission by ReAnsution 1992/54
of 1992, and by the UN General Assembly in its ReAnsution 48/134 of 1993. The Paris
Principles relate to the status and functioning of national institutions for the protection and
promotion of human rights.

Q.89 Which of the following items are related to CBI?
1.      BalwantraiMehta committee
2.      VineetNarain case
3.      Delhi Special Police Establishment (DSPE) Act of 1946
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1 and 3
B.   Only 2 and 3
C.    Only 1 and 2
D.   All of above

Answer : B,
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Solution :

Balwantray Mehta Committee is not associated with CBI, but with evolution of Panchayati Raj.
It was set up to examine the working of the Community Development Programme (1952) and
the National Extension Service (1953) and to suggest measures for their better working.

CBI derives its powers from the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946. VineetNarain
case is associated with CBI. The CBI was widely criticised by the Supreme Court and in this
case, the SC made directions that included new supervision of the CBI by the Central Vigilance
Commission.

Q.90 Consider the below statements about NITI Aayog:
1.      Allocating funds to ministries and state governments is one of its power.
2.      Its Governing Council includes all Chief Ministers and the Lieutenant Governors of all
Union territories
3.      Prime Minister appoints its CEO.
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 1 and 2
C.    Only 2 and 3
D.   Only 1 and 3

Answer : A,

Solution :

National Institution for Transforming India or NITI Aayog is a policy think-tank of Government
of India.

Some of the differences between NITI Aayog and Planning Commission:

Finance related:

NITI Aayog - No power of allocating Funds. It is just an advisory body, or a think-tank. The
powers to allocate fund rests in the Finance ministry.

Planning Commission - Enjoyed the powers to allocate funds to ministries and state
governments

Full-time members:

NITI Aayog - Two full-time members.

Planning Commission - had eight full-time members
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Role of States:

NITI Aayog - Includes the Chief Ministers of all States and the Lieutenant Governors of all
Union territories in its Governing Council, devolving more power to the States of the Union.

Planning Commission - State's role was limited to the National Development Council and
annual interaction during Plan meetings. Member secretary:

NITI Aayog - To be known as the CEO and to be appointed by the Prime Minister

Planning Commission - Secretaries or member secretaries were appointed through the usual
process

Part-time members

NITI Aayog - To have a number of part-time members, depending on the need from time to
time

Planning Commission - Full Planning Commission had no provision for part-time members

Constitution

NitiAayog - Governing Council has state chief ministers and lieutenant governors.

Planning Commission- The commission reported to National Development Council that had
state chief ministers and lieutenant governors.

Q.91 The expression ‘district judge’ in the Constitution of India, does not include
A.   Tribunal judge
B.   Chief judge of a small cause court
C.    Session judge
D.   Chief Presidency magistrate

Answer : A,

Solution :

The expression ‘district judge’ includes judge of a city civil court, additional district judge,
joint district judge, assistant district judge, chief judge of a small cause court, chief presidency
magistrate, additional chief presidency magistrate, sessions judge, additional sessions judge
and assistant sessions judge.

The expression ‘judicial service’ means a service consisting exclusively of persons intended to
fill the post of district judge and other civil judicial posts inferior to the post of district judge.
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Q.92 With reference to Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) consider the below statements about
A.   CAT exercises original jurisdiction in relation to recruitment and all service matters of

public servants covered by it.
B.   Its jurisdiction extends to the all-India services, the Central civil services and civilian

employees of defence services also.
C.    Members of the defence forces, officers and servants of the Supreme Court and the

secretarial staff of the Parliament are not covered by it. Choose the correct option(a)  Only
1(b)  Only 2 and 3   Only 1 and 2

D.   All of above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Article 323 A empowers the Parliament to provide for the establishment of administrative
tribunals for the adjudication of disputes relating to recruitment and conditions of service of
persons appointed to public services of the Centre, the states, local bodies, public corporations
and other public authorities.

In pursuance of Article 323 A, the Parliament has passed the Administrative Tribunals Act in
1985. The act authorises the Central government to establish one Central administrative
tribunal and the state administrative tribunals. This act opened a new chapter in the sphere of
providing speedy and inexpensive justice to the aggrieved public servants.

The Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) was set up in 1985 with the principal bench at
Delhi and additional benches in different states.

The CAT exercises original jurisdiction in relation to recruitment and all service matters of
public servants covered by it. Its jurisdiction extends to the all-India services, the Central civil
services, civil posts under the Centre and civilian employees of defence services. However, the
members of the defence forces, officers and servants of the Supreme Court and the secretarial
staff of the Parliament are not covered by it.

Q.93 With reference to National Commission for Backward Classes Act consider the following
statements about :
A.   It extends to the whole of India including Jammu and Kashmir.
B.   Backward classes means such backward classes of citizens other than the Scheduled

Castes and the Scheduled Tribes as may be specified by the Central Government in the
lists.

C.    The Commission shall examine requests for inclusion of any class of citizens as a
backward class in the lists. Choose the correct option(a)  Only 1(b)  Only 2 and 3   Only 3

D.   All of above

Answer : B,
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Solution :

National Commission for Backward Classes Act extends to the whole of India except the State
of Jammu and Kashmir.

The Commission shall examine requests for inclusion of any class of citizens as a backward
class in the lists and hear complaints of over-inclusion or under-inclusion of any backward
class in such lists and tender such advice to the Central Government as it deems appropriate.

The advice of the Commission shall ordinarily be binding upon the Central Government.

Q.94 With reference to ‘GOBAR-DHAN’ consider the following statements about
1.      It will manage and convert cattle dung and Ansid waste in farms to compost, biogas and
bio-CNG
2.      Swachch Bharat Campaign is complimented by GOBAR-DHAN
3.      It will generate an additional income for the farmers
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2 and 3
C.    Only 1 and 3
D.   All of above

Answer : D,

Solution :

GOBAR is an acronym for Galvanizing Organic Bio Agro Resources. The aim of this scheme is
to ensure cleanliness in villages and generate wealth and energy by converting cattle dung
and Ansid agricultural waste into compost and Bio Gas. Under the Swachch Bharat Mission
(Rural), the Central government strides to use animal dung and other bio-waste to produce
energy.

The GobarDhan scheme or GobarDhanYojana will provide many benefits to the rural people. It
will be easier to keep the village clean and sanitized, livestock health will improve and farm
yields will increase. Biogas generation will increase self-reliance in energy utilized for cooking
and lighting. Farmers and cattle herders will be helped in augmenting their income. There will
be novel opportunities for newer jobs linked to waste collection, transportation, biogas sales
etc. In addition to this, an online trading platform will be created for better implementation of
GobarDhanYojana that will connect farmers to buyers so that they can get the right price for
dung and agricultural waste.

Q.95 The term ‘AURIC’ is associated with
A.   Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC)
B.   Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP)
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C.    Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP)
D.   Dam Health and Rehabilitation Monitoring Application (DHARMA)

Answer : A,

Solution :

AURIC is India's well- planned and greenfield smart industrial city being developed across an
area of 10,000 acres in Maharashtra State, as part of the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor
(DMIC).

Q.96 Which of the following organizations brings out the publication, known as ‘Global Corruption
Perception Index’?
A.   World Economic Forum
B.   World Bank
C.    Transparency International
D.   United Nations Research Institute for Social Development

Answer : C,

Solution :

India has been ranked 81st in the ‘Global Corruption Perception Index’ for 2017, released by
‘Transparency International’

Q.97 Which of the following ‘border towns/places’ often in news is correctly matched?
1.      NathuLa – Arunachal Pradesh and China
2.      Jaigaon – West Bengal and Bangladesh
3.      Moreh – Manipur and Myanmar
Choose the correct option
A.   Only 1 and 3
B.   Only 2 and 3
C.    Only 1 and 2
D.   Only 3

Answer : D,

Solution :

Jaigaon is a town in the Alipurduar district, West Bengal, India. It is located on the country's
border with Bhutan. The main overland entrance to Bhutan is through Jaigaon and Bhutan
Gate separates the two countries.

Moreh is a town located on the India-Myanmar border in the Tengnoupal district of the Indian
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state of Manipur. Moreh is already a huge commercial hub, and economists suggested that it
could become a bustling city in the next couple of decades. The town is already seen as the
commercial capital of Manipur and India's Gateway to South-East Asia.

Nathu La is a mountain pass in the Himalayas in East Sikkim district. It connects the Indian
state of Sikkim with China's Tibet Autonomous Region.

Q.98 The ‘Paris Principles’ that was recently in news. From the below given list identify the
institute/s that is/are associated with it.
A.   Human Rights
B.   Export Control Regimes
C.    Non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction
D.   All of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

The United Nations Paris Principles provide the international benchmarks against which
national human rights institutions (NHRIs) can be accredited by the Global Alliance of
National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI).

Q.99 Union cabinet proposed amendment to the Prevention of corruption act 1988. Proposed
amendments include
1. Punishment for both bribe giver and bribe taker.
2. Enhances punishment terms.
3. Non-monetary gratification is covered in the definition of gratification in the PCA 1988.
Select the correct code
A.   1, 2 only
B.   1, 3 only
C.    3 only
D.   All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

None

Q.100With reference to NARI portal, consider the below given statements
1.      The interactive facility on NARI portal facilitates NGOs to get in touch with Ministry and
can also share their feedback and grievances.
2.      It is a portal that falls under the aegis of Ministry of Women and Child Development.
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Choose the incorrect option
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : A,

Solution :

Union Minister for Women and Child Development launched a web portal, NARI, which will
provide information on all government schemes for women. Users can log on to
www.nari.nic.in to access information on different programmes offered by various state
governments as well as the Centre. The NARI portal carries details on 350 different schemes
for women and will be updated from time to time. The schemes are divided into seven different
categories -- education, health, employment, housing and shelter, addressing violence,
decision making and social support.

 


