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No Greater Love

We here at CTA pray that the materials in this guide will help pastors and other church leaders prepare their 
members to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection victory on Easter Sunday. Such celebration can become even more deeply 
meaningful and rewarding when God’s people set aside time in the weeks leading up to Easter to study the Scrip-
tures and meditate on all Jesus has done for us, personalizing it in their hearts and lives.

This package includes . . . 

) six free sermon outlines, one for each of the weeks in the season of Lent; and

) six sets of free discussion questions, one to accompany each sermon.

In addition to the free materials, these value-priced CTA products will help every member and visitor take the 
Easter message home:

• No Greater Love Scripture-prayer cards in a keepsake box

• No Greater Love magnetic page marker

• No Greater Love bookmark and pen set

Sermon Discussion Guides
As mentioned above, each of the free sermon outlines in this booklet comes with a set of questions suitable for 
sparking discussion among the adults in your congregation who hear it. Pastors and lay leaders can use these:

• in informal worship settings;

• in a class right after services;

• during small-group Bible study during the week; or

• for discussion in at-home cell groups. 

Many blessings as you contemplate your Savior’s love for you in the weeks leading up to Easter. There is no greater 
love! May the love poured out for you on Calvary’s cross bring you great peace and joy for living out your Christian 
faith all year round!
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No Greater Sacrifi ce

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16

When you hear the word “sacrifi ce,” what comes to mind? Who or what best pictures it? 
What’s the greatest sacrifi ce you’ve ever encountered?

• Do you think of the parents whose child dreams of competing in the Olympics and 
who give up their own life-long hopes and dreams to make their child’s dream pos-
sible? 

• Is sacrifi ce best embodied by a husband who spends decades bathing, feeding, carry-
ing, and comforting his wife, who is ravaged by multiple sclerosis?

• When you think of sacrifi ce, do you imagine the fi refi ghters on 9/11 who charged into 
the Twin Towers and up the stairs of burning buildings to save others while everyone 
else was scurrying down those same stairs and out of harm’s way?

Sacrifi ce!
Throughout most of human history the word sacrifi ce meant none of these things. 
Instead, a sacrifi ce was something given up to the gods in hopes that the drought would 
end, the plague would stop, the crops would grow, or the livestock would give birth.

It’s hard for us to believe—or even imagine, but often sacrifi ce meant “blood sacrifi ce,” 
even “human sacrifi ce.”

• Archeologists have found human bones buried in the foundations of Roman houses, 
temples, and bridges—presumably buried there in the belief that such great sacri-
fi ces would protect those structures.

• When the Aztecs reconsecrated the Great Pyramid of Tenochtitlan in 1487, over 
80,000 prisoners were sacrifi ced in honor of the gods, some experts have claimed. A 
very great sacrifi ce! In fact, a veritable bloodbath! 

By off ering such great sacrifi ces, the Romans hoped to prevent enemy invasions and 
natural disasters. By off ering such great sacrifi ces, the Aztecs hoped to prevent the end 
of the world. The Romans, the Aztecs, and many other ancient peoples, too, believed 
they would live because others had died. Such was the power of a great sacrifi ce.

The Peace Child
In 1962, Christian missionaries Don and Carol Richardson began their work among the 
Sawi people of New Guinea. The Sawi were as violent a group as we can imagine—head-
hunters and cannibals. They proudly celebrated their reputation for treachery. 

Each time the missionaries told about Jesus’ death, the Sawi waited excitedly for the 
point at which Judas betrayed the Lord. When they heard about Judas kissing Jesus in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, the Sawi shouted and applauded. They considered Judas—
the traitor—the hero of the story! 
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Try as they might, pray as they might, the Richardsons couldn’t get the Sawi to see God’s 
love in the great sacrifi ce of his Son on Calvary’s cross. 

Then one day, a neighboring tribe attacked, beginning a war that lasted for many weeks. 
As the cries for vengeance intensifi ed, the dangers for everyone multiplied. Finally, Don 
told the village chief that if the war did not end, he and Carol would need to leave. 

The chief took that threat very seriously. The tribe had come to rely on Carol’s medical 
skills. They valued Don’s steel tools. And the Richardsons presence had become a mark 
of prestige for the village. The chief decided it was time to make peace. 

Soon thereafter, the warriors of both tribes gathered. They faced each other across a 
clearing in the jungle, the members of each tribe standing in a line, shoulder-to-shoul-
der. When everyone was in place, the chief of the Richardsons’ village took his infant 
son—his fi rstborn son—from the arms of his distraught wife. Knowing what was to 
come, she fell to the ground, wailing in grief. 

The chief walked solemnly, carrying the infant, past his own warriors. As he did, each 
man in turn placed his hands on the baby. Then, the chief walked to the row of enemy 
warriors—and put his infant son in the arms of the enemy chief. 

That chief walked past his warriors, and each in turn placed his hands on the child. Then 
the enemy chief turned and walked into the jungle. His warriors followed him toward 
their own village. The infant’s parents would not see their son again. He was now “the 
peace child.” By tribal tradition, so long as the boy lived, the two villages would be at 
peace with each other. 

Not many days later, the missionaries brought the village elders together. Don again told 
them the story of Jesus. This time, though, the story sounded diff erent. This time, he 
introduced our Lord Jesus as God’s Peace Child. He helped the Sawi see that the people 
of this world were once at war with heaven. We had rebelled. We sinned and kept on sin-
ning. So God gave his Son, his fi rstborn Son, to end the hostilities. It was a great sacrifi ce, 
a sacrifi ce motivated by the greatest love—God’s love for sinful people!

This picture of Jesus as the Peace Child clicked with the Sawi. Many came to saving faith 
as a result of the Richardsons’ ministry.

The account of their work eventually became a book entitled The Peace Child. The ac-
count of God’s work through Christ here on earth has also become a Book—a Book we 
Christians call The Bible. From beginning to end, the Bible’s grand theme is “no greater 
love.” From beginning to end, the Bible focuses on the peace that a just and holy God 
promised, delivered, and sustains through his greatest sacrifi ce, the sacrifi ce of his only 
Son, our Savior.

Peace for Me, Peace to Share
John 3:16 is probably the best-known verse in all of Scripture. In fact, it’s so familiar that 
many of us tend to read right over these amazing words: 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
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Think of that! Jesus is our Peace Child. Because of his great sacrifi ce, our war with 
heaven is over! It was a war we could not win. It was a war we sinners started, a war that 
would crush us, ruin us forever. Once we set this juggernaut in motion, though, we could 
not stop it. But God could. And God did. In unimaginable love, he sent his one and only 
Son into our sin-wracked world to bring us peace. 

Like the fi refi ghter who runs into the inferno, not away from it, Jesus came to rescue 
us. Like the devoted husband caring for his helpless bride, Jesus bent down in compas-
sion to comfort us in our weakness. Like loving parents, eager to help a child achieve the 
dream of a lifetime, Jesus laid down his life so that you and I can truly live—so we can 
live today, and forever.

There is no greater love! There could be no greater sacrifi ce! In light of it, our lives simply 
cannot continue down the same paths we walked before! In the weeks leading up to 
Easter, Christians often spend time contemplating our lives and our lifestyles. We invite 
our Lord Jesus to pry the grip of selfi shness from our hearts. We ask him to demolish the 
strongholds of pride and hatred, of lust and thanklessness that hold us captive. 

There is no greater sacrifi ce than the one Christ made. There is no greater love than his. 
His great love and great sacrifi ce make a massive diff erence! The Peace Child’s coming 
does not, cannot simply smooth out a few of our rough edges. No! The message of the 
Peace Child drives itself down to the very root of who we are. It transforms our every 
thought, our every action.

It drives us to our knees in prayer—especially for those who do not know Christ and his 
extravagant love. It drives us to our feet as we run to care for others—especially those 
who need help, friendship, compassion. It drives us to share—not just in actions, but 
also in words—the truth about who Jesus is and what he has done. Prayer. Care. Share. 

We will explore this prayer, care, share approach to the Christian life further in the weeks 
ahead. The theme No Greater Love will guide our thoughts as we prepare to celebrate 
Jesus’ victory over sin and death on Resurrection Day, Easter Sunday. I pray that the Holy 
Spirit will bless and guide our time together in his Word as we study and apply these life-
changing truths.

†  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †

Other Scriptures: Galatians 2:20; Romans 5:5; Romans 5:8; and Romans 15:30.

If you intend to distribute No Greater Love items to your congregants, consider doing that as to-
day’s message ends. 

The No Greater Love Scripture-prayer cards call for a bit more explanation than the other No 
Greater Love items. Tell listeners that they can use these heart cards to carry God’s heart of love 
with them. Encourage them to look for ways to give the cards to others. Some cards lend them-
selves to use in witnessing to those who don’t know the Savior. Some cards can be given away as 
encouragement to other Christians. Still other cards include simple challenges intended to expand 
the ways we show God’s great love to others. Suggest that listeners use the cards in ways that fi t 
their personalities and comfort levels, but also that they stretch themselves in the weeks leading up 
to Resurrection Day.
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No Greater Sacrifi ce
Questions to Accompany Sermon One

. Think about the word “sacrifi ce.”

• How would you defi ne it?

• Other than Christ’s sacrifi ce of himself on the cross, what’s the most moving example of sacrifi ce you’ve ever 
heard about?

• Tell about a time you benefi ted from someone else’s sacrifi ce. Did that sacrifi ce evoke love, guilt, joy, anger, 
thankfulness, or something else in you? Explain.

. The story of the Peace Child has been told and retold in Christian circles for decades. 

• What do you suppose makes it so popular?

• What parallels do you see between the Peace Child tradition among the Sawi tribe and John 3:16?

. In what ways was Jesus’ death for us the greatest sacrifi ce ever made?

. As we prepare to celebrate Easter this year, we want to keep in mind a prayer, care, share approach to telling the 
story of God’s great love in Christ. Remember, our part is only prayer, care, share. God’s part is to create faith. Re-
member, too, that the timing is up to the Holy Spirit. In the weeks before Easter, you may simply engage in prayer. 
The care and share may come later. Or you may get to experience all three tomorrow!

Prayer. Each day—and perhaps several times each day—we ask the Holy Spirit to bring a person across our 
path who doesn’t know Jesus or who has somehow grown distant from him. 

Care. We open our hearts and lives to that person, not in a manipulative way, but in genuine concern for 
developing a relationship. We’re not looking to cut notches in the binding of our Bible, like some super-
spiritual evangelist. Instead, we ask God for grace to love that person in Jesus’ name.

Share. As the relationship develops, we ask the Holy Spirit to open doors for sharing our faith story. Again, 
not in a manipulative way, but authentically and with a focus on the peace Jesus died and rose again to 
bring.

• So what do you think? Are you up for this adventure? 

• Pray about it together before you leave today.
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No Greater Mercy

God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we 
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. Ephesians 2:4–6

In 2008, terrorists belonging to the group known as Lashkar-e-Taiba rampaged through 
the city of Mumbai, India. In a series of coordinated attacks carried out over a violent 
three-day spree, the group attacked many key city landmarks, including a luxury hotel 
and a Jewish center. They killed 173 people and injured 234 more. 

Among the terrorists was 22-year-old Mohammad Ajmal Kasab. He was fi lmed walking 
through Mumbai’s beautiful railroad station—the Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus—wear-
ing a knapsack and carrying an AK-47. 

Kasab, the lone surviving gunman, admitted belonging to the terrorist group. He admit-
ted taking part in the attacks. In May of 2010, an Indian court found Kasab guilty on 
more than 80 charges, including murder and waging war on India. He was sentenced to 
death by hanging. India’s Supreme Court later upheld the sentence.

In 2012, Kasab appealed for mercy. He pleaded that India’s president spare his life. 

What do you think? Would you grant mercy to someone who had done what Kasab did? 
Suppose your mother or your sister were among the 173 people who died that day? Sup-
pose your dad or your brother were blinded or confi ned to a wheelchair for life as a result 
of Kasab’s actions. Can you imagine a mercy great enough to pardon Kasab then? 

Justice versus Mercy
Some crimes are simply too heinous to overlook. You know what I mean: acts of hateful, 
destructive fraud and thoughtless, sickening violence that appear in newspaper head-
lines—and maybe even in our own lives.

Justice demands that those criminals pay! Instinctively, we know that wrongs like these 
must be righted. Injuries like these cannot go unanswered. The greater the crime, the 
greater the punishment.

But what does this mean for all that the Bible says about mercy? Is it hopelessly naïve? Is 
it impossible? What happens when God’s justice (we know God is just) and God’s mercy 
(we know God is merciful) collide? 

The relationship between God’s justice and God’s mercy is paradoxical. When two ideas 
seem to contradict each other, but are both true, they form a paradox. God is both com-
pletely just and totally merciful. It seems impossible, but it’s not. 

In justice, God must and does punish sin. In justice, he must avenge wrongdoing—and 
not just the wrongdoing out there, not just the wrongdoing done by terrorists in Mum-
bai. In justice, God must also punish the wrongdoing “in here,” the wrongdoing his own 
children commit.
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God hates our violence, and he must judge it. He hates our gossip, and he must avenge it. 
He hates our lies. He hates our thankless attitudes. He hates our selfi shness and waste-
fulness. He hates the irritable words we say to one another and the angry thoughts we 
harbor in our hearts. He hates all this and more besides. And—in justice—he must judge 
it. There is no greater justice than God’s justice.

That’s a sobering thought! When we understand it—and take it with the thorough 
seriousness it deserves—we fi nd ourselves, like Mohammad Ajmal Kasab, appealing for 
mercy! 

No human court or authority can grant that mercy. We need the mercy only Christ can 
give. But here’s the good news: there is no greater mercy, no greater love than his. Listen!

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Titus 3:4–6

During the weeks leading up to Easter, Christians traditionally take time to consider the 
fact that Christ endured the punishment we deserved. It proves that there is no greater 
mercy, no greater love than his. Think of it! Jesus hung upon our cross. Jesus died our 
death. Jesus “took the nails for me,” as the song says. Jesus paid our debt. 

Justice has been satisfi ed.

Mercy—Poured Out
In Titus 3, the apostle Paul paints a dramatic picture. God’s great mercy does not come 
to us in dribs and drabs. It does not come drop by stingy drop. It does not trickle from 
heaven into our lives. No, that mercy is “poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior” (verse 6). 

Think back to a time when you were caught in a drenching rain—that’s a picture of 
“poured out.” Think back to the winner-takes-all football game your team played and 
won. Remember the icy tub of Gatorade the players dumped on the coach—that’s a pic-
ture of “poured out”! With that in mind, listen again:

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justifi ed by his grace we might become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. Titus 3:4–7

As our Lord Jesus hung dying on Calvary’s cross, divine justice was poured out upon him. 
Because he received it, because he endured it, the goodness and loving kindness of God 
is now ours. We have been washed, renewed by the Holy Spirit. Our guilt and shame are 
gone, carried away by the fl ood of God’s mercy, mercy poured out upon us. There is no 
greater mercy, no greater love than his.

The apostles never tired of fi nding new ways to express this. In Ephesians 2, Paul writes:
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God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we 
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. Ephesians 2:4–6

Notice the precise language here. The verbs are past tense. In heaven’s eyes, we are 
already “raised up,” risen from death and ascended with Christ! We are already seated 
with Christ in the heavenly places! We do not yet fully experience this, but it is true 
nonetheless. We have everything we need to pray as Christ prays, to care as Christ 
cares, to share God’s love and forgiveness just as Christ would have us share it. We have 
everything we need for the prayer, care, share initiative we talked about last week.

Mercy to Savor, Mercy to Share
Certainly, our Lord would have us savor this mercy. Especially as we contemplate Christ’s 
love and mercy toward us in preparation for Easter, we realize more and more fully that 
there is no greater love, no greater mercy, than his.

But it doesn’t stop there. It can’t stop there! Having received mercy, we also want to pass 
it on. The church of the Middle Ages developed a list designed to teach mercy. It urged 
Christians to . . . 

• feed the hungry;

• give drink to the thirsty;

• clothe the naked;

• shelter the homeless;

• visit those in prison;

• comfort the sick; and

• console the grieving.

We do these things diff erently than Christians of the Middle Ages, but we do them 
nonetheless. Practical things. Everyday kindnesses. Mercy in work boots. As you engage 
in prayer, care, share this week, ask your merciful Savior to open your eyes to the needs 
of those around you. Then, each day, show his mercy to just one person through just one 
small action. It will transform your life!

Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. Luke 6:36

†  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †

Other Scriptures: Colossians 2:2; Colossians 1:4; Romans 8:31; and 1 Thessalonians 2:8.
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No Greater Mercy
Questions to Accompany Sermon Two

. Were you able to engage the prayer, care, share process we began to talk about last time? If so, how did it go? 
What joy did it bring? What questions did it provoke? Talk about these with the others in your group.

. The terrorist Mohammad Ajmal Kasab committed his crimes in a place many of us might never visit. One or two 
of us may know someone who was hurt or killed in his rampage, but for most of us, the events seem distant, pos-
sibly even irrelevant. 

• Does physical and/or emotional distance make mercy easier? Explain.

• What factors make showing mercy diffi  cult for you? Why? 

. Few of us would pack up an AK-47 and go on a three-day campaign of terror. That doesn’t mean we’re off  the 
hook before heaven’s bar of justice. God hates our violence, our gossip, our lies, our thankless attitudes, our selfi sh-
ness, and our wastefulness. He hates the irritable words we say to one another and the angry thoughts we harbor in 
our hearts. He must judge these sins.

• Why, then, are we tempted to think we are somehow less blameworthy than a person like Kasab?

• What insights about “degrees of guilt” do you gain as you read James 2:8–13?

• James 2:13 promises, “Mercy triumphs over judgment.” Why is this very good news? 

. In mercy, God withholds the judgment we deserve. In grace, God grants the blessings we do not deserve. Tell 
about a time you experienced mercy and a time you experienced grace—either from God or from another person.

. Both mercy and grace are ours because of what Jesus has done for us on Calvary’s cross and in Easter’s empty 
tomb. There is no greater mercy! There is no greater grace! Christ’s followers in the Middle Ages looked for oppor-
tunities to respond to these great gifts of God in the simple ways listed below. What might each of these look like 
in our community today? 

• Feeding the hungry.

• Giving drink to the thirsty. 

• Clothing the naked.

• Sheltering the homeless.

. The fi rst century Jewish historian, Josephus, reports that the unbelievers of his day said this about Christians: 
“See how they love one another!” They had seen no greater mercy than they saw in their Christian neighbors. They 
had experienced no greater love.

• How is genuine care a part of our witness? 

• Based on our discussion, what specifi c adventure in caring will you undertake this week? Pray about it together 
before you leave today.

• Visiting those in prison.

• Comforting the sick.

• Consoling the grieving.
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No Greater Encouragement

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us 
eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in 
every good work and word. 2 Thessalonians 2:16–17

I guess it had to happen. Someone just had to parody those motivational posters that 
hang on the walls in your physical therapist’s gym and your boss’s offi  ce. The parody 
posters come with the same slick, full-color photos you’re used to seeing, but instead of 
saying things like, “We’re better together,” the parody posters say things like this:

• “All of us are dumber than one of us.”

• “If you think the problems this department creates are bad, just wait until you see 
our solutions.”

• “Of course your life has meaning. It serves as a warning to others.”

When encouragement is hard to fi nd, laughing at our predicament sometimes helps, I 
guess. Still, when we’re downhearted, disappointed, or even despairing, the last thing we 
need is a cynic to egg us on, to tell us that things are worse than we know. 

Sometimes cynics comfort themselves by assuring us that they are just “being realistic,” 
that they are simply “facing facts.” 

But for God’s people, the light of Christ shines bright even in life’s darkest, bleakest, 
most trying times. It shines bright from our Savior’s cross in the greatest love he demon-
strated there as he hung and died in our place. It shines with special brightness and clar-
ity from his empty tomb, from the victory that belongs to us in his glorious resurrection. 
There is no greater encouragement than that!

Realism, Optimism
The Bible may be the world’s most realistic—and yet most optimistic—Book. The weeks 
leading up to Easter may be the most realistic—and yet the most optimistic—time of 
year for God’s people. How so?

When we take the Bible seriously, we can’t help but notice that it tells the raw and ter-
rible truth about our sin. The Scriptures draw a realistic line from our guilt to Christ’s 
cross. Take for example, this passage from Romans 1, describing earth’s greatest sinners: 
us.

They were fi lled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are 
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of 
God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faith-
less, heartless, ruthless. Romans 1:29–31

This is not a pleasant picture. Did you notice how gossip is lumped in there right beside 
murder? Did you see that ruthlessness takes its place next to boastfulness? 
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In our attempts to justify ourselves, we tend to rank sins on a sliding scale. Of course, we 
place our own pet sins toward the lower end of this scale. We look back over the past day 
or week and think, “No real harm done.” 

But the sins of others? Particularly their sins against us? Those sins are, of course, much 
more serious. We bend and stretch and twist the ruler by which we measure wrongdo-
ing, and if we twist it just enough, we manage to justify ourselves while still condemning 
others.

Scripture paints a more realistic picture. Right is right—and we’ve been wrong. We’ve 
done wrong. The cynics are correct: our lives do serve as a warning to others!

The picture darkens still further though. The passage in Romans 1 continues:

Though they know God’s righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to 
die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them. Romans 1:32

“Those who practice such things deserve to die.” Stirring up trouble at the offi  ce isn’t just 
an issue for the HR director. It’s an off ense that deserves an eternal death penalty! Envy 
isn’t just a character fl aw. It’s an off ense before God in heaven!

“What?!” we think. “Can these ‘little sins’ be so terrible? What is God thinking!?” 

If that’s where you’re going, watch out! When Scripture forces us to face the fact of our 
guilt, many of us lapse into denial or lash out in anger. When God’s Law nails us, many 
of us slink away, off ended or afraid. In doing so, we cut ourselves off  from our only source 
of true hope, our only source of real help.

Comfort, Encouragement
The fi fteenth-century writer and musician John Heywood once noted, “A hard beginning 
makes a good ending.” It’s hard to admit the depth of our guilt. There is no greater sin 
than ours. 

But admitting this to ourselves and confessing it to God opens the door to a new begin-
ning—and a wonderful ending. Then, the bright light of Easter hope can shine into the 
window of our souls. There is no greater comfort, no greater encouragement. Listen!

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us 
eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in 
every good work and word. 2 Thessalonians 2:16–17

Another translation puts it this way:

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave 
us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in 
every good deed and word. 2 Thessalonians 2:16–17 NIV®

The words “comfort” and “encouragement” in these verses are related to a word that is 
slipping out of common use in English: “Paraclete.” No, not “parakeet,” the bird! Para-
clete—the Helper! It means literally “one called alongside,” and by implication, “one 
called alongside to help.” The New Testament applies this name to both our Lord Jesus 
and to the Holy Spirit.
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If anybody does sin, we have an advocate [a paraclete] with the Father—Jesus Christ, the 
Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifi ce for our sins, and not only for ours but also for 
the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2:1–2 NIV®

“While we were still sinners,” Paul writes in Romans 5:8, “Christ died for us.” God the 
Father called his Son alongside to help us. Our Judge is on our side. He has loved us with 
an everlasting love. There is no greater love. There is no greater encouragement. Think of 
it! Personalize it! “Jesus Christ died for me!” 

The Scriptures also apply this name—Paraclete—to the Holy Spirit:

[Jesus said,] “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper [paraclete], to be 
with you forever.” John 14:16

There can be no greater encouragement than this! Even when fears, guilt, doubts, or grief 
threaten to overwhelm us, God the Holy Spirit stays with us. He has comes alongside us 
to help us, and he will stay with us forever! Jesus promises that. He is our Comforter, our 
Encourager, our Helper. 

The sixteenth-century reformer Martin Luther sometimes struggled with feelings of 
guilt. Satan stirred up his conscience, reminding him of his unworthiness before God. In 
his famous commentary on the Book of Galatians, Luther wrote about that:

“In accusing me of being a damnable sinner, Satan, you are cutting your own throat. You 
are reminding me of God’s fatherly goodness toward me, that he so loved the world that 
He gave his only-begotten Son that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. In calling me a sinner, Satan, you really comfort me above measure.” 

There is no greater encouragement! True enough, we are sinners. But Christ Jesus died 
for sinners!

This is a message the people around you need. In your prayers this week, ask the Holy 
Spirit to call you alongside someone looking for encouragement that lasts. Show that 
person your care. And look for an opportunity to share the bright optimism God gives in 
the cross of his Son!

†  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †

Other Scriptures: Romans 8:38–39; 2 Thessalonians 3:5; 2 Timothy 1:7; and 2 Corinthians 13:11. 
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Questions to Accompany Sermon Three

. As you begin today, talk briefl y about the prayer, care, share process we began a few weeks ago. 

• What helps you remember the prayer part of the process? 

• Did anyone have an opportunity to show Christ’s mercy, to care for someone in the ways we discussed last 
time? 

• Has anyone been able to share the good news about Jesus and the hope he brings? (As you describe what you’ve 
done, remember to keep confi dential details confi dential!)

. People sometimes look upon inspirational posters and motivational speakers with skepticism. 

• What might explain that skepticism?

• In what ways might the Christian faith strike a skeptic as “too good to be true”? Has it ever seemed that way to 
you? 

. Read Romans 1:29–31.

• Do you consider the apostle’s words pessimistic, realistic, or optimistic? Explain. 

• What point is Paul making? What is he hoping to do? Stir up guilty feelings? Discourage us? Throw us into 
despair? Or? (Skimming through what follows in Romans 2–3 will help you answer this question.)

. Think about the title Paraclete.

• What does it mean?

• In what ways is Jesus our Paraclete? See 1 John 2:1–2.

• In what ways is the Holy Spirit our Paraclete? See John 14:16.

• Do you agree with the statement, “There is no greater encouragement than the hope and help Christ gives”? 
Explain.

• Tell about a time—maybe a time this past week—when you called and the Paraclete came alongside to help 
and encourage.

. Read 2 Thessalonians 2:16–17. It’s really a prayer the apostle prays for the Christians in the city of Thessalonica. 

• Which words or phrases do you fi nd especially encouraging?

• In what ways does it apply to the prayer, care, share process we’re pursuing as we prepare for Easter? 

• How might you pray these verses for yourself? for another person—maybe even your prayer, care, share per-
son? 
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No Greater Friend

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant off ering and sacri-
fi ce to God. Ephesians 5:2 

I don’t know how you feel about “cute pet stories,” But this one describes a more remark-
able friendship than most.

The story starts in Argentina in 2005, when a man named Miguel Guzman adopted Capi-
tan, a stray German shepherd, for his teenage son, Damian. About a year later, Miguel 
died—and Capitan ran away. The family searched for him in vain. 

On the following Sunday, the family visited the cemetery—and there sat Capitan, beside 
Miguel’s grave. The cemetery staff  reports feeding Capitan and setting out water for him. 
At around 6 o’clock each evening, they say, Capitan stretches out across Miguel’s grave, 
where he stays until morning.

What adds to the wonder of the story is that the family had never taken Capitan to the 
cemetery. He seems to have found Miguel’s grave on his own! 

Over the years, the Guzman family has taken Capitan home with them many times, but 
Capitan always returns to the cemetery. It seems he has appointed himself the offi  cial 
guardian of his master’s fi nal resting place. In 2012—seven years later—Capitan was still 
there, standing guard. That’s when the newspapers picked up the story. 

Faithful Friendship
We’ve all heard that “dogs are man’s best friend.” That may be why President Harry Tru-
man once said, “If you want a friend in Washington, get a dog.” In Truman’s experience, 
Washington, D.C. could be a lonely place. But so can Los Angeles. And Atlanta. And 
Springfi eld. And (name your town). Wherever we live, most of us known the pain of los-
ing a friend. Some of us have known the pain of being betrayed by a friend. 

Strangers can’t betray one another. Only someone we know, only someone we hold close 
in our mind, in our heart, can do that. Only friends can betray us. Listen!

While [Jesus] was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great 
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 

Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” 
And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 

Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands on 
Jesus and seized him. Matthew 26:47–50

Did you catch it? Judas was “one of the twelve.” A friend. Even though the Lord knew 
the treachery in Judas’s heart, Jesus still called Judas “Friend.” Only a friend can betray a 
friend.
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Even though Judas was committing the darkest sin imaginable—betraying his Savior—
Jesus wanted to leave the door open for repentance. Jesus wanted to remind Judas about 
the forgiveness and friendship God has made available to every penitent sinner. There is 
no greater love! There is no greater friendship than that!

Priceless
Jesus spoke often about his love for his disciples—for the Twelve and for us! His enemies 
called Jesus “a friend of tax collectors and sinners” (Matthew 11:19). Jesus touched(!) the 
lepers and healed them (Matthew 8:1–3). Jesus loved the unlovable. He befriended the 
outcasts. He touched the untouchables. They had no greater friend! Nor do we!

These words of Jesus are almost haunting, when you consider he spoke them only hours 
before his crucifi xion:

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. John 15:13

Or these words, also spoken by our Lord on the night in which he was betrayed: 

No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known 
to you. John 15:15

We have no greater friend. We know no greater love! Yet even this is not the end of the 
story. In that same setting, just before our Savior’s suff ering and death, he said this: 

The Father himself loves you. John 16:27

The word here translated into English as “love” is not the ήγάπησεν (ēgapēsen) of John 
3:16, “God so loved the world . . .” This is not the word the New Testament commonly 
uses for God’s love toward us, the self-sacrifi cial commitment kind of love we know as 
agape. No, the text uses the word φιλεῖ (philei)—as in “Philadelphia,” the City of Broth-
erly Love. This is the love of friendship, the love of loyal commitment, the love friends 
have for each other. 

When Jesus said, “The Father himself loves you” in the upper room on the night Judas 
betrayed him, he was really saying this: “The Father himself is your friend!” Who can 
imagine a greater friend!

Because of what Jesus did, the Father is now our friend, too! Despite our many sins, de-
spite our failures to obey, despite our missed opportunities to show his love to others, our 
missed opportunities to speak of his friendship . . . despite the times we have betrayed 
our Lord, his friendship never wavers. It will never waver. He forgives us. He has forgiven 
you—and keeps on forgiving you!

The self-sacrifi cing love Jesus displayed on Calvary’s cross—the agape of God—amazes 
us. It stirs awe and worship in our hearts. It drives us to our knees in humble astonish-
ment. And then, to think that the God of the universe considers us his friends . . . well, 
that’s beyond our imagination. 

God’s love for us in Christ is the greatest love we’ll ever, ever know. God’s friendship with 
us in Christ is the greatest friendship we will ever, ever experience. It’s priceless!
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Our Lives, a Fragrant Off ering
The apostle Paul picks up on these threads in our text for today:

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant off ering and sacri-
fi ce to God. Ephesians 5:2 

To understand his point more thoroughly, we need to know what he means by “a fragrant 
off ering and sacrifi ce.” Under the Old Covenant, God set up a sacrifi cial system that 
involved fi ve main kinds of off erings—all of which pointed forward to what Jesus would 
do for us. 

Two of these sacrifi ces focused specifi cally on sin; they were “the sin off ering” and “the 
trespass off ering.” These foreshadowed Christ’s death, the death he died in payment for 
our sins, the death he died in our place as our substitute. 

The other three sacrifi ces off ered by Old Testament Israel foreshadowed our Savior’s holy 
life, his obedient life lived in our place.  These were known as “sweet savor” or “fragrant” 
off erings: “the burnt off ering,” “the meal off ering,” and “the peace off ering.” We don’t 
have time to go into the details now, but these three sacrifi ces pointed forward to Jesus’ 
full and willing obedience to the heavenly Father’s will. These “sweet savor off erings” are 
the off erings to which Paul refers in Ephesians 5: 

• Jesus obeyed the Law fully on our behalf.

• Jesus’ earthly life fully and totally honored the heavenly Father.

• Jesus off ered up his life in this way, not under compulsion, but voluntarily as our 
friend. We have no greater friend than this!

Now, as the Father looks at us, he sees Christ in all his righteousness. We are “in 
Christ”—our Friend and Brother. And because of it, our lives carry a sweet savor, a fra-
grance pleasing to God. 

We walk in love as we work the prayer, care, share process we began several weeks ago. 
We off er up prayer for others, especially for those who do not yet know and love Jesus. 
We show our care for the people we’re praying for. We share Christ’s friendship and love 
in words, too.

 In doing this, we off er up the sacrifi ce of self-forgetfulness. We put up with inconve-
nience at times. We off er up the sacrifi ce of loyalty and faithfulness—even when the 
friendship we show is met with indiff erence. We off er the sacrifi ce of persistence. We 
keep on keeping on, because we know Christ’s love. There is no greater love, no greater 
friendship!

†  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †

Other Scriptures: Jude 1:21; 2 Corinthians 13:14; John 16:27; 2 John 1:3; and Ephesians 5:2. 
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Questions to Accompany Sermon Four

. As you think about faithful friendship, what stories or personal experiences come to mind?

. How did Jesus continue to show himself to be Judas’s friend, even after Judas betrayed him? What encourage-
ment do you fi nd in this?

. As you may know, the Greek language in which the New Testament was written uses several diff erent words for 
love. The love of self-sacrifi ce, of commitment to another’s best interests, is agape. The love of faithful friendship 
is phileo. On the night Jesus was betrayed, he told his disciples (and us), “The Father himself is your friend.” (See 
John 16:27.)

• What makes the timing of this statement especially meaningful?

• How could it change someone’s life to know and believe God’s undeserved friendship is theirs?

. God’s love for us in Christ is the greatest love we’ll ever, ever know. God’s friendship with us in Christ is the 
greatest friendship we will ever, ever experience. There is no greater love, no greater friendship. It’s priceless!

• Do you agree? Explain.

• Tell about a time when you came to a deeper realization of these truths.

. Read Ephesians 5:2 several times, perhaps from several diff erent translations. 

• Both times the word love appears in this verse, it refers to self-sacrifi cial commitment.

• How does Christ’s self-sacrifi ce lead to our own self-forgetful commitment to others?

• The text calls such sacrifi ce a “fragrant off ering.” How might it help you to think of your service in those terms?

• What connections do you see between this verse and our prayer, care, share process?
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No Greater Life

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 
world, so that we might live through him. 1 John 4:9 

An old story tells about newlyweds late one winter’s evening. The wife began fl irting with 
her husband. “Honey, how much do you love me?” she asked.

“My love for you has no end,” he replied.

“Would you swim across the ocean for me?” she asked.

“I’d swim the widest ocean for you!” he promised.

“Would you climb a mountain for me?” she asked.

“I’d climb Mount Everest for you!” he bragged.

“Would you go to the store and get a mocha latte for me?” she asked.

(Long pause.)

“Oh, honey,” he began. “It’s so late, and I already took off  my shoes . . .”

We chuckle, but the truth is when it comes to love, most of the time we’d much rather 
feel it and talk about it than demonstrate it. 

Not so with our Lord:

God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8

The apostle John says nearly the same thing in his fi rst letter, but he adds another glori-
ous detail. Listen!

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 
world, so that we might live through him. 1 John 4:9 

Did you catch it? God sent Jesus to die for us “so that we might live through him.” There 
is no greater life! The greatest love, our Lord’s, made the greatest life possible—for us, 
through him!

The Good Life
Google the phrase “the good life” and you will fi nd yourself staring at photos of a time 
share, complete with boat slip, near the ocean. Or an ad touting a retirement commu-
nity with its own golf course. Or an article describing the thoughts of Plato and Aristotle 
about what constitutes “the good life.” Chances are that you’ll also fi nd a link to a musical 
rendition of “The Good Life,” sung by Tony Bennett or Frank Sinatra.

Think for a moment. Close your eyes if you fi nd that helpful. If someone promised that 
you could have “the good life,” what dreams would pop to mind? Go ahead. Really think 
about that! What’s the greatest life you can imagine? (Pause for a few moments to let 
your listeners to think.)
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The song “The Good Life” is honestly kind of a downer. It seems to recommend “the 
good life” as a life full of fun and freedom—but it soon becomes obvious that it’s the 
kind of fun that disguises your sadness. The freedom it describes is the freedom to be 
alone. The second stanza urges us not to take the chance of falling in love, because love 
brings heartache—heartache we’ll end up facing by ourselves. 

It’s a bit ambiguous, but the song leaves us with the impression that it was written by a 
jilted lover. He still wants the relationship to work, but he’s coming to terms with the fact 
he needs to kiss “the good life” goodbye. “The good life” may not be quite so good after 
all.

A few moments ago, when you thought about “the good life” you’d like to have some day, 
did you see yourself living that dream alone? Or in a relationship? 

The Greatest Story
In 1965, United Artists released the movie The Greatest Story Ever Told. Directed by 
George Stevens, the movie depicted Jesus’ life, from the Nativity to the Resurrection. Ste-
vens shot well over 1,000 miles of fi lm. His cast included more than a dozen acclaimed 
actors—Charlton Heston, Claude Rains, Dorothy McGuire, Telly Savalas, and David 
McCallum among others. Cadets from the United States Military Academy at West Point 
played the parts of the Roman soldiers. 

Director Stevens turned those miles of fi lm into a four-hour extravaganza. It took years. 
And, as you might guess, it played to mixed reviews. Among other things, critics com-
plained that seeing all those famous actors popping up everywhere distracted from the 
plot and made it less believable. Critics also complained that the fi lm made Jesus seem 
boring!

Our Lord’s life was many things, but it was decidedly not boring! It was arguably the 
greatest life ever lived, the fullest, most exciting life possible. It was a life rich in love—
love for God and love for other people. Such a life will always be a life of adventure and 
unexpected surprises. It will always be a life of challenge. It will always be a life that 
includes pain. But it will also be a rich, full life—a truly good life.

No Greater Life
Director George Stevens got one thing right. The story of Jesus Christ was and is and al-
ways will be the “greatest story ever told.” Not “story” in the sense of fi ction or fairy tale, 
but “story” in the sense of a narrative packed with true drama, danger, and signifi cance.

Earth has known no greater life, no greater love. Our Lord Jesus did not swim the widest 
ocean for us; instead he crossed the divide between heaven and earth. He did not climb 
Mount Everest for us; instead, he climbed Mount Calvary—to bleed and die there for our 
sins. 

What’s more, Jesus’ love didn’t stop there. He didn’t kick off  his shoes and say, “That’s 
enough. I am now done demonstrating my love. You’re on your own.” No, he continues 
to love and to give day by day by day. Risen from the dead and ascended into heaven, he 
now intercedes for us before the very throne of God.
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We do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one 
who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confi -
dence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and fi nd grace to help 
in time of need. Hebrews 4:15–16

What a kind invitation! An invitation like that could change a life—our life! When we’re 
tempted to selfi shness, our Lord Jesus can help us live in self-forgetful love. When we 
know our inadequacies, this promise gives us fresh confi dence. When we fi nd ourselves 
in any time of need, our Lord Jesus pours out his mercy and help:

• When that new baby comes and we fi nd ourselves living through that fi rst sleep-de-
prived year . . . the life we get to live is still a great life—as our Lord’s promises sustain 
and strengthen us.

• When the ophthalmologist says, “We may be able to slow it down, but I’m afraid you 
will eventually lose your sight” . . . the life we get to live is still a great life—in Christ’s 
unshakable love.

• When the contract falls through or the job we wanted so much fails to materialize . . . 
the life we get to live is still a great life—in Christ’s constant care.

• When we lose a loved one suddenly in death or slowly by degrees through dementia 
or divorce . . . the life we get to live is still a great life—in the never-ending friendship 
and presence of our Savior.

In all these circumstances and thousands more besides, Christ’s great life rises up strong 
within us. It’s Christianity’s great secret: the life of Christ himself—that self-giving, con-
fi dent life—now belongs to all who belong to him. It is God’s gift to us:

I have been crucifi ed with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the fl esh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. Galatians 2:20

Living that life, Christ overcame death and the grave. We celebrate that victory every 
Easter season. Living that life, we too overwhelmingly conquer in Christ our Lord, and he 
invites us to live that greatest life he has given us every hour of every day he gives us here 
on earth.

†  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †

Other Scriptures: 1 Thessalonians 4:9; Luke 10:25–37; Hebrews 6:10; and 1 John 4:16. 
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Questions to Accompany Sermon Five

. Why do you suppose the song “The Good Life” was recorded by so many vocalists and is still played and down-
loaded many times a day—more than 50 years after it was written? 

. When you hear the phrase “the good life,” what comes to your mind? How do your ideas compare with those of 
others in your group? How do they compare the ideas of other people you know?

. Could a life lived without love be truly good? truly great? Explain.

. With all this in mind, what made Jesus’ life the greatest life ever lived, the greatest story ever told, the greatest 
love ever shown?

. Now read one, two, or all three of these passages: 1 Thessalonians 4:9; Luke 10:25–37; Hebrews 6:10.

• What clues do these passages give regarding “the good life”?

• Now read 1 John 4:16. Despite our many failures to live in love, John assures us we can rely on the love God has 
for us. In what ways do Jesus’ “greatest life,” “greatest love,” and “greatest sacrifi ce” guarantee this?

. From start to fi nish, Jesus’ life was arguably a prayer, care, share kind of life. 

• In what ways did Jesus’ prayer, care, share lifestyle contribute to making his life the greatest story ever told and 
the greatest life ever lived?

• How has adopting a prayer, care, share lifestyle yourself these past few weeks challenged you? How has it con-
tributed to your experience of “the good life”? 
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No Greater Love

I have been crucifi ed with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the fl esh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. Galatians 2:20

What’s the greatest romantic fi lm of all time? If you had to come up with a list, what 
movie would appear at the top? 

Not long ago, a blue-ribbon panel of directors, screenwriters, actors, editors, and other 
professionals in the fi lm industry named their top 100 romantic fi lms. Here’s their list: 

. City Lights (1931) 

. Love Story (1970)

. It’s a Wonderful Life (1946)

. Doctor Zhivago (1965)

. The Way We Were (1973)

. An Aff air to Remember (1957)

. Roman Holiday (1953)

. West Side Story (1961)

. Gone with the Wind (1939)

. Casablanca (1942)

This list is interesting for several reasons. Here are three:

First, the fi lms on the list were made from 1931 through 1973. It’s been a long time since 
anyone made what industry experts consider a great love story. A good love story must be 
hard to fi nd! A good love story must be hard to write and fi lm!

Second, many of these fi lms—perhaps most of them—zero in on the kinds of sacrifi ces 
people will make for love. Cynics today may fi nd these fi lms too “schmaltzy,” too “cheesy.” 
But then, maybe the cynics have never experienced love without strings attached. 

Third, several of these fi lms illustrate that when someone is loved sacrifi cially, that per-
son is able and motivated to give in return. Sacrifi ce sparks sacrifi ce. Love brings out love 
in return.

No Greater Love
During the weeks leading up to Easter this year, we have framed our preparation process 
around the theme No Greater Love. We have explored concepts like:
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• No Greater Sacrifi ce

• No Greater Mercy

• No Greater Encouragement

• No Greater Friend

• No Greater Life

The great love our Savior has shown for us by living and dying for us eclipses even the 
most highly acclaimed love stories of all time. Who could have imagined a love story like 
the love story John 3:16 tells!? Think of it:

God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.

A greater love story than that is not hard to write and fi lm, it’s impossible to write or fi lm. 
History knows no greater love. Human beings have seen no greater sacrifi ce, have re-
ceived no greater mercy. 

Year by year, decade by decade, century by century for two millennia now, Christians 
have paused to observe Holy Week, to remember Good Friday. No matter what else is go-
ing on in our communities or in our world, all of it fades into the background as Chris-
tians everywhere contemplate our Lord’s great love for us. 

The apostle Peter tells us that heaven itself succumbs to the wonder and awe:

[The prophets of the Old Testament] were serving not themselves but you, in the things 
that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you 
by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. 1 Peter 1:12

The holy angels yearn to learn all they can about the love our Lord has shown on the 
cross of Calvary for sinful human beings! That’s how amazing, how compelling this 
greatest of all love stories is!

Loved, We Love
But here’s the point. We don’t rehearse the events of Holy Week in the same way we 
would review for an exam in history class. We don’t review these accounts for the sake of 
packing more facts into our heads—important though those facts may be. 

No, we prepare for and celebrate Easter because what our Lord Jesus did for us changes 
everything! 

The story is told of a man who lived in a dark, forbidding house by the side of the road. 
He was rude, crude, bitter, and selfi sh. One day he died, and another person moved 
in—a totally diff erent person. Little by little, everything about the place changed. The 
welcome mat was put out, and visitors opened the door to a fl ood of light, a sweet and 
inviting atmosphere. Music fi lled the place, and peace surrounded it. 

Keep that picture in mind as you listen to the apostle Paul’s words from Galatians 2:20:
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I have been crucifi ed with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the fl esh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. Galatians 2:20

Do you see the parallels? The house looks the same. In many respects, the house is the 
same. But the ambience has totally changed. Darkness has become light. Selfi shness has 
become generosity. Bitterness has become peace.

So it is with us. Because of Christ’s cross, God’s love and care fl ow into our lives, clearing 
out the muck and fl ooding the dark corners with the light of Christ. His forgiveness and 
kindness fl ows, fl ows, and fl ows into our lives. Then, that mercy and kindness begin to 
overfl ow from our lives into the lives of others. We discover that we have limitless care 
to share—care and compassion that are Christ’s own! The “old me” has died, and now 
Christ Jesus himself lives his holy life in me and through me!

John Calvin comments on our text, “Engrafted into the death of Christ, we derive from it 
a secret energy, as the twig does from the root.” In Calvin’s words, we hear echoes of our 
Savior’s own:

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Who-
ever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing. John 15:4–5

I admit it. Like Galatians 2:20, this passage from John’s Gospel describes something quite 
mysterious. The nineteenth-century English preacher Charles Spurgeon commented:

“The Christian’s life is a matchless riddle. No worldling can comprehend it; even the be-
liever himself cannot understand it. Dead, yet alive! Crucifi ed with Christ, and yet at the 
same time risen with Christ in newness of life! Union with the suff ering, bleeding Savior, 
and death to the world and sin. . . . [These] are soul-cheering things. O for more enjoy-
ment of them!”

If someone made a movie of your life, would they title it No Greater Love? That’s what 
your Savior wants for you! That’s what he intends to work in you!

You are dead, yet alive. You are crucifi ed, yet risen. You are united with Christ in his suf-
ferings—and inseparable from him in service to those around you. This is truly a great 
mystery. Unbelievers can’t understand it. Even God’s people often don’t get it—and when 
we do, we sometimes forget it! 

Still, it remains true! Even when we forget. Even when we are unfaithful, our Lord does 
not renege on his promises. He forgives our lapses and makes it possible for us to make 
a fresh start day by day, moment by moment. His mercies are new every morning! His 
faithfulness is beyond our imagination.

My Easter prayer for you is that you learn to rely on these truths more and more deeply. 
I pray that you will continue the prayer, care, share lifestyle that you began practicing a 
few short weeks ago. 
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May Christ who lives in you deepen your lives of prayer—especially for specifi c people 
in your sphere of infl uence who do not know him as Savior. May Christ who lives in you 
urge you on as you show his care to those around you, especially for those who do not 
know him as Savior. May Christ who lives in you lead you to share his love—in words as 
well as actions. 

And all because of his great love. There is no greater love!

†  †  †  †  †  †  †  †  †

Other Scriptures: 1 John 3:1; Jude 1:2; 1 John 4:7; James 1:12; Proverbs 22:9. 
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No Greater Love
Questions to Accompany Sermon Six

. Over the past six weeks, we have explored the theme No Greater Love, using the following lenses:

• No Greater Sacrifi ce

• No Greater Mercy

• No Greater Encouragement

• No Greater Friend

• No Greater Life

Which made the most impact on your relationship with the Savior? Tell your group a little about what you remem-
ber and what you did in response.

. Share a discovery you made related to the prayer, care, share life style over the past several weeks. Do you plan to 
continue this lifestyle, now that the church’s accent on it is ending? Explain.

. If someone made a movie of your life, would they title it No Greater Love? That’s what your Savior wants for you! 
That’s what he intends to work in you! Read Galatians 2:20 and John 15:4–5. 

• In what ways do these two passages say the same things?

• What does each add to the other?

• In what ways are these concepts mysterious?

• How have these truths impacted your life? 

• What further changes do you think Jesus wants to make? Explain.

• What fi rst steps in that direction will you take during this Holy Week? Pray together with others in your group 
about that before you leave today.


