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Calibre 751 Constellations 
 
The Omega calibre 751 is a sibling of the 
earlier mid-500 series calibres, regarded 
as some of the best production 
movements ever produced.  The 24-
jewel calibre 751 had a commercial life of 
about nine years until the Swiss watch 
crisis began to really bite in the mid-
seventies. 
 
The base calibre for the 751 is the 17-
jewel calibre 563.  The rotor bridge and 
the lower bridge for the rotor were 
sourced from calibre 551. A new plate 
was necessary to build the day/date 
function and a complimentary date 
indicator guard was designed to fit. The 
563 date indicator was flattened to fit the 
new configuration, but basically the date 
mechanism and the quickset function are 
identical to the last modified calibre 
563/564 models.  
 
A new day indicator with star assembly 
was designed to attach to a day star 
driving wheel that was connected to the 
centre wheel assembly.  The normal mid-
500 series centre seconds design was 
used and advancing the day function is 
very much like how we should now 
advance the old calibre 561 non-quickset 
date, in as much as having to advance 
the time 24 hours to change the day. 
 
The 751 was the last of the great high-
value production movements made by 
Omega. Apart from being the power 
source for Constellations from 1966 to 1975, it also filled the elegantly designed gold case, milled from a 
block of solid 18k gold, of the famous BA168.023 ‘Golden” Seamaster. Rarer than most Constellations, it 
has been confirmed by Omega that less than 1000 examples of the Golden Seamaster were built.  
 
Today, some of the more discerning collectors are recognising the value of the calibre 751 and its direct 
lineage to the celebrated calibre 551. The 751 is every bit as good as the earlier calibres and represents 
the youngest child of a very famous family. Far from embodying the precociousness of the baby of the 
family, every thing that can be said about the earlier mid-500 calibres can be said about the 751. Prices for 
these models are very reasonable and well worth collecting. 
 
The 751 was also the first calibre to power the patented integrated bracelet models. In the mid 1960s, 
Omega began progressively to market Constellations with selected bracelets, including a series of welded 
gold bracelets on 168.004 and 168.010 models, culminating in the release of the eminently collectible 
model 368.0845.  
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The models 
 
The first cases to house the calibre 751 
were the familiar round case 168.016 
(seen in stainless steel opposite) and the 
tried and true C-Shape case 168.019 
(seen also below in stainless steel 
featuring a silky guilloche dial.)  Please 
note that in the Omega database these 
case numbers will be shown with an extra 
zero on the second series of numbers, 
however on the inner case back the extra 
zero is not stamped. 
 
The 168.016, successor to the 168.004 
and 168.010, is a fairly chunky 19mm lug 
watch that sits well above the wrist. The 
lugs were lightly brushed with a polished 
chamfer on the outer side with a 
contrasting ‘sun-brushed’ bezel. The lugs 
are small and designed to secure a 
leather strap, although metal bracelets 
were available at point of sale if a 
customer wished to accessorise the 
watch.   
 
This model was available in a range of 
metals including both solid and plaque 
pink gold, and, in my view, the watch 
looks best with a strap.  
 
The classic 168.019 C-Shape case, in 
contrast snuggles into the wrist 
beautifully. Based on the 168.009 
designed by Gerald Genta, the watch 
looks larger than its 35mm diameter. This 
model was available in yellow, pink and 
white solid gold and in pink and yellow 
plaque, as well as stainless steel.   
 
The brickwork 1040 bracelet was 
available to accessorise the watch head, 
and solid gold bracelets were available 
including the factory fitted model 
368.5456 (watch-head still 168.019) that 
offered an 18k solid gold silky guilloche 
dial and solid 18k brushed milanese 
bracelet seen in an early 1970s German 
catalogue overleaf. 
 
In collecting this model, it is important to 
check for case finish. The original finish  
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included a chamfered bezel, the horizontal 
surface of which was sun-brushed. The 
upper case body had an orbital satin brush 
finish and a thin mirror polished chamfer 
separated the upper case from its satin 
brush finished side. 
 
Because these watches are still under-
valued - good examples in stainless or 
gold cap can still (in 2010) be acquired for 
under 600 dollars - and because of the 
relatively plentiful supply, you have the 
luxury of  choosing to collect models that 
fully comply with factory specifications in 
finish, dial originality and movement 
originality and condition.  From a collecting 
perspective, it would seem pointless to 
accept anything less when the prices of 
these models are so reasonable.  When 
released, these Constellations were 
considered the epitome of luxury and 
quality and were priced at the high end of 
the market.  There will be upward 
movement as collectors re-discover 
vintage timepieces of this quality. 
 
Knurled Bezel C-Shape 
 
In 1967, a year after the 168.019 was 
released, Omega introduced the knurled 
bezel model 168.029. The knurled bezel 
looked thinner than the 019 bezel because 
it recessed into the crystal, and offers a 
stylish contrast to the cross-hatching of the 
‘silky guilloche’ dial seen in the 18k solid 
gold model opposite.  There were other 
dial choices available, but my preference is 
for the silky guilloche dials, which reflect 
the light in more interesting and subtle 
ways than the metallic or painted and 
lacquered dials. 
 
This model was available with either the 
Cyclops crystal that magnified the day date 
window or the plain crystal.   
 

Another factor to consider is that this model was produced until 1975 and passed through both the second 
and third design phases of the Omega Constellation.  As the later nineteen-sixties dawned, Omega 
changed the dial livery on its Constellation models.  In later versions of this model you will notice that the 
Constellation lettering is different, the most noticeable change being the N lettering which is shown as a 
graphic on page six. I believe examples with the original style lettering are more collectible. 
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The 168.028 came in an extended range of metals: pink, yellow and white solid gold with optional 18k gold 
dial, 14k yellow and 14k pink gold cap and stainless steel. Purchasers were also given the option of 
luminescent hands and markers using tritium or models that featured plain index hands and onyx inserts in 
‘jet’ markers. 
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The Integrated Bracelet Model 
 
The model 368.0845 was the first truly case-integrated bracelet watch in the world. Invented in 1964 by 
Pierre Moinat, Omega’s then Head of Creations, a patent for the system was granted in 1965.  The design 
was kept under wraps until the official launch of the third design phase of Omega Constellations and other 
sister collections at Baselworld in 1969. 
 
It’s difficult to comprehend today the impact of this design series on the watch buying public and indeed the 
industry at the time. Compared with other high-end brands including Rolex, there was nothing to match its 
adventurous lines and brutalist contours achieving, overall, an extraordinary design harmony. The Omega 
family of world-first integrated bracelet designs shared the limelight (and indeed probably stole it in some 
respects) with the newly launched world-first rounded square design Heuer Monaco and the world’s first 
automatic chronograph, the Zenith El Pimero.  There was an amazing buzz at Baselworld 1969 and it 
seemed to the euphoric Swiss that nothing could destroy the primacy of the Swiss watch industry, a 
prophesy that was soon to prove cataclysmically false.  
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The 368.0845 was ‘new era’ and represented the quintessence of the “Third Design Phase” of Omega 
Constellations.  Its design code mirrored a new attitude in the design department at Omega: the 
Constellation dial story was refreshed, thick onyx index markers seated in gold replaced jet markers, a 
heavy cushion case usurped the slim line watch heads of most of the decade, and a silky, straight-line 
brushed finish on case and bracelet with the thinnest of polished chamfers on the case edges took the 
place of delicate faceting and polishing of many earlier models. The case size at 35.7mm by 40.4mm, 
again, seems larger on the wrist than its measured dimensions. 
 
As mentioned earlier, Omega re-configured the lettering on the dial. 
No longer was the upper-case and lower-case lettering of serif font, 
and the Constellation font underwent a make-over to that shown 
opposite. The applied Omega logo disappeared in most, but not all, models and the Constellation script 
was repositioned under the applied Omega symbol. Gone was the signature applied star that graced 
Constellation dials since the inception of the line.   
 
The watch, over the period of its six year life span, had numerous dial finishes including deep sea green, 
however I would propose the most collectible finishes as those of the silky guilloche in both gold and silver 
and the lacquered metallic dials in gold and silver. Both cyclops and plain crystals are correct for this 
model.  
 
In collecting these models always aim for the highest level of originality you can achieve.  Original brushed 
finish cases and bracelets and original dials are most important if you desire to acquire a collectible version 
of this model.  Over-polished examples look charmless in comparison and should be avoided.    
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Prices for the 368.0845 vary according to degree of originality.  On balance, you should be able to acquire 
(in 2010) a good example with original dial and finish for around six to six-hundred and fifty US dollars. 
Prices on the stainless examples however are moving.  18K solid gold models fluctuate wildly in price, but a 
good rule of thumb is weight of gold at the current price plus six-hundred dollars.  I have seen solid gold 
versions go for much less at auction, particularly those with smaller sized bracelets.  
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The very last of the calibre 751 Constellations was released in 1970 
and remained in the collection until 1975.  Model 168.0041, in my 
opinion, is a real sleeper with prices to match.  Some people don’t like 
the tonneau case design and overall look of this watch, but placed in 
the context of the fashions of the time I think it stacks up well as a 
piece of 1970s design. One needs only to compare this model with 
many of the other offerings available in 1970 to conclude that there is 
an understated stylishness and clean linearity to this piece.  
 
The case size and the dial livery are identical to that of the integrated 
bracelet model. It will always have “Third Phase Design” features, 
which is one way to tell if the dial is re-finished. The 20mm lugs in this 
model are ‘hidden’, and it was shipped as watch-head with a very 
wide leather strap. The strap extended to the width of the watch to 
allow a continuous line to run between outer edges of the strap and 
watch head (as seen opposite).  20mm width straps were also 
available, but in my estimation they somehow don’t do justice to the 
watch.   
 
Bracelets 1163 with 702 lug ends and bracelet 1162 with 173 lug ends 
were available at point of sale.  While these watches look quite 
attractive on a steel bracelet, I favour the wide leather strap, which 
would now have to be custom made if you wish to achieve the look 
shown in the Omega Museum photograph opposite.   
 
The case came with both plain or knurled bezels 
in either 14k white gold or gold gold. A two tone 
version of the bracelet complimented the gold 
knurled bezel and had centre links in better 
wearing rolled gold as opposed to plated gold.  
 
The finish on the case and side was a silky 
brushed finish interrupted by a highly polished 
chamfer as seen opposite and below 
 

 
Again, with prices of these models ranging from under four-hundred dollars for one on a leather strap to 
five-hundred US dollars for one with a genuine point of sale bracelet, there need not be any question of 
accepting an example with a re-finished dial or watch case polished to within an inch of its life.  The watch 
overleaf is about as far away from complete originality worth accepting, in my opinion. While the watch 
head and bracelet have been polished, the original brushed finish remains observable. 
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While one can only speculate why 
the five calibre 751 Constellations 
haven’t enjoyed the popularity of 
their calibre 551, 561 and 564 
siblings, it begets a real opportunity 
for collectors to acquire one of the 
last of the great in-house movements 
produced by Omega. Encased in 
models that are pleasing to the eye, 
exemplifying quality late-1960s 
design, and with the 368.0845 
models, a truly innovative series that 
pushed the boundaries of 
functionality, the calibre 751 
collection will in time find its rightful 
place in Omega’s Hall of Fame.  
 
Over the past three years there has 
been quite some movement in the 
price fetched by these models as some of the aversion to the day-date calibre evaporates in direct 
proportion to the significant price rises for earlier mid-500 calibre watches. 
 
The table below contains pertinent information about each model: 
 

Year Model 
Number 

Description Collectibility Case metals 

1966- 
1974 

168.016 Straight 19mm lugs, classic circular case 
day-date, 35mm case, leather strap.  Both 
dauphine and index markers available 

Lower than integrated 
bracelet models.  

All metals and gold 
capped 

1966- 
1972 

168.019 C-Shape, double-angled bezel, 19mm lugs, 
35mm case, leather strap or bracelet. Index 
hands 

Rising Collectibility 
particularly with 
bracelets. 18K models 
with bracelets increasing 
in Collectibility. 

All metals and gold 
capped with plated 
bracelet 

1967-
1975 

168.029 C-Shape with knurled bezel, 19mm lugs, 
35mm case, leather strap or bracelet. Index 
hands 

Knurled bezel improves 
Collectibility.  Bracelet 
models increasing in 
popularity 

All metals and gold 
capped with plated 
bracelets 

1969-
1975 

368.0845 – 
watch head 
168.045 

Integrated bracelet model. Case 35.7mm. 
Metal bracelet. 

Most collectible of the 
751 series. Solid gold 
models rising in price. 
Stainless steel increasing 
in collectibility 

Stainless steel, two-
tone and 18k solid 
gold. 

1970-
1975 

168.0041 Tonneau or barrel shaped case. Hidden lugs. 
37.5mm case. Leather strap but SS bracelet 
available. Optional flat or knurled bezel. 

Currently under the 
radar. Leather strap 
under hidden lugs 
beginning to attract 
interest. 

Stainless steel with 
white gold bezel and 
also yellow solid gold 
bezel on contrasting 
stainless steel case. 

 
 


