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“We have this treasure in jars of clay to show that 
this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”  2 Corinthians 4:7 

 
Words of comfort for troubled hearts  
In less than 24 hours, Jesus would be dead.  His disciples are stunned by 
the news of his departure (John 13:33), and they’re devastated knowing that 
they will let him down at the time he would suffer most (13:21,38).  Peter 
verbalizes what they’re all thinking:  “Lord, where are you going?” (13:36). 

Jesus gives his followers a great promise that would come true about 50 
days later, when they would receive—as Jesus had told them—“the gift 
my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.”  Acts 1:4 

 
 God lives in you! 

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to 
help you and be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot 
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know 
him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as 
orphans; I will come to you.”  John 14:16-18 
 

We’re promised a permanent home in heaven (14:3); now, Jesus 
promises that we will be his permanent home on earth (14:23).   
This happens when we receive him as our Savior and Lord.  
 

The Lord Jesus used to live with us.  Now, when we receive him as 
our Savior and obey him as our Lord, he lives in us by his Holy Spirit!  
 

For the rest of the New Testament, this is a highlight truth. 
 God “does not live in houses made by human hands.” Acts 7:48 

 “God has chosen to make known…this mystery, which is  
Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Colossians 1:27; 2 Cor. 4:7f 
 

 “The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you.”   
Romans 8:11 

 

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, 
who is in you, whom you have received from God?”  1 Cor. 6:19-20 

 Advocate:  “Comes alongside to assist” (14:16,26; 15:26; 16:7) 
The Christian life is impossible to live without the Spirit of Christ in 
me.  Without him, I’m like a cellphone without a battery or a car 
without gas.  I look like other people, but there’s no power to fulfill 
my purpose.  Without him, I don’t work the way he intended. 

 

 Spirit of truth 
He is like Jesus, teaching us what we need to know (14:6; 17:17).  
He does not mislead us, and never prompts us or directs us to do 
anything contrary to the Bible, since God’s Word is truth. 

 

“Forever”—before Jesus’ promise, the Spirit of God empowered 
men and women to accomplish God’s work.  Then, he would visit 
people and then leave them (1 Sam. 16:14; 18:12; Psalm 51:11).  Now, 
Jesus promises the Holy Spirit “will be with you forever.” 

 
 Obedience is the key to experiencing the Spirit’s power. 

“If you love me, keep my commands.” John 14:15  

“Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves 
me.”  John 14:21; see 14:23-24  

“…Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” Acts 5:32 
 

 My level of obedience determines the level of my blessability.   
To choose my way instead of the way of Jesus means I am 
disconnecting from the power of the Spirit in my life.   

 

For further reflection: 
 Knowing that Jesus offers to make his home in you, how does that 

inspire you to want to follow him with even greater devotion?  
 

 We can invite the Spirit right now to be the leader of our daily life: 
I invite you, Holy Spirit, to have primary influence in my life.  Help me 
to follow and reflect Jesus.  Point out anything in my life that needs to 
change, and strengthen me as I eliminate whatever threatens my 
relationship with you…a wrong habit, a relationship, thoughts of 
bitterness, lust, envy, anger.  I ask you to lead me and empower me 
today.  With your help, I will obey you in every area, yielding to your 
direction and promptings.  Use me to make a difference for others.  
And thank you for always being with me, and leading me.  Amen.    

 

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


