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Righteousness (justice): Genesis 18:25; Deuteronomy 32:4; Romans 3:25, 26 

“That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the 

righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 

right?” (Genesis 18:25). This is the question that Abraham asked God, when God was going to 

destroy Sodom and Gomorrah.  

Closely related to the holiness of God are his righteousness and justice. To simplify, it might be 

said that God’s righteousness is His holiness in action, and His justice is His righteousness and 

rule in government. The Hebrew word for “righteous” is tsedek, which is defined as follows: 

“rightness, straightness, rectitude; justice of a judge, justice of a king, justice of a God, exhibited 

in punishing the wicked, or avenging, delivering, rewarding the righteous.” Another Hebrew word 

is mishpat, which means “righteous judgement as a judge.” The Greek word for righteousness 

is dikaios, it’s a definition which is:  

1. Of God – “just, righteous, with reference to His judgement of man and nations; a 

righteous judge.” 

2. Of man – “upright, just, righteous conforming to the laws of God and man, and living in 

accordance with them.” 

 

God is a righteous God because He acts at all times in complete conformity to His holy nature 

and will. One of the greatest chapters in the Bible about God is the thirty-second chapter of 

Deuteronomy. In verse four, we have a definition of God’s righteous actions: “He is the Rock 

(Ha Tsur), which means His work is perfect: for all His ways are judgement (mishpat – just 

judgement), a God of truth (amunah – faithfulness and fulfilling promises) and without iniquity 

(avel – injustice in dealing with man), just (tsadik – righteous) and He’s right (jashar – upright) 

is He” (Deuteronomy 32:4). God’s righteousness is immutable. He is a rock. God is referred to 

as a rock five times in Deuteronomy 32. His righteousness never changes, His justice is 

unfailing; He is faithful in dealing with His people according to His nature and His revealed law 

and covenants. He will punish an awful judgement as well as reward bountifully, but always 

according to His promises and covenants. He is completely above any unjust or deceitful 

treatment. All His ways are upright and pure.  

 

What makes God righteous is that He punishes evil and that’s why He says, “vengeance is mine 

and I shall repay.” Vengeance means “justice,” so only an avenger is one who can bring about 



justice. Part of God’s righteousness is His rendering justice, but the other part of His 

righteousness is rewarding those that are His, the ones He declared righteous, the ones who 

made the choice of living right and living for Him; part of His righteousness is to reward them, 

provide for them, protect them. For His righteousness sake, that is why He “supplies all my 

needs according to His riches in glory.” This is why He protects us by His awesome power and 

has given us all things that pertain to life. Why? It’s part of His righteousness. 

 

When I start learning the righteousness of God, then I won’t try to avenge myself. I will avenge 

myself when I don’t trust His righteousness, but when I know He is a righteous God and He 

won’t let anyone get away, then I can trust His righteousness to get myself out of trouble. He 

said, “do not repay evil for evil.” The devil wants us retaliating to get us out of the will of God. If 

we know God is righteous, He is going to handle that. I have no need to go ahead to get out of 

the will of God to try to avenge myself. God said, “vengeance is mine and I shall repay…” 

because why? I’m Righteous. I’m the only one who can avenge! He is the only one that is just 

and “just” brings His justice.  

 

Part of His righteousness is making sure I’m taken care of: the healing of your body, the 

protecting of your soul, providing for you. That’s part of His righteousness also. That’s when I 

say, “I am the righteous one.” He declared me righteous after He justified you and only a judge, 

king, or a God can make that happen. 

 

When I see myself as God sees me and I know when I am facing something, the devil is giving 

us opportunities to try to get out of God and solve and fix things on our own outside of God… 

but when I stay with God, it’s based on His righteousness. When you say you are the 

“righteousness of God in Christ Jesus,” based on that relationship, that’s how God sees me – 

through that relationship with Christ Jesus. That’s why His righteousness will not fail me. That’s 

when you begin knowing God, knowing His ways and His righteousness. 

 

What does He do? He deals with you based on His promises and His covenants. He judges 

based on His promises and covenants. So, all of the promises of God are “yes and amen in 

Christ Jesus.” We’re starting to learn the value of Christ, because Christ has given us a position 

in God that we could never have on our own merits. None of us were good enough to have that, 

so we’re learning the value of our position in Christ Jesus and His position to the Father. That is 

where we have to get understanding.  

 

As righteous God, He lays down His laws to govern the dealings men have with one another in 

society. The first four of the Ten Commandments have to do with worship and service of God, 

but the last six of the Ten Commandments pertain to people’s treatment with one another. Our 

God deals with us in justice, but we must deal with one another in righteousness.  God, through 

the mouth of Isaiah, talks about that (Isaiah 1:16-18).  

 

The English words “righteous” and “justice” are translated the same Greek word. This is seen in 

the definition of the word “justification,” which means “the act of declaring one righteous.” We 

have to really take a hold of this: of who God is and what Christ is to us. Paul declared 

concerning a new basis of righteousness in Romans 3:21-26. Our righteous and holy God is 

also a God of forbearance and He will not act inconsistent with His holiness.  

 



In His righteousness, He made a way to justify the sinner by sending his only Son to be once, 

for all, the perfect sacrifice for sin. As the last Adam, He lived in perfect obedience to the Father. 

God could bestow upon the believer Christ’s righteousness without ceasing to be righteous. The 

believing sinner becomes righteous in Christ, at the same time God’s righteousness has not 

been compromised. We must remember, however, that we are righteous in Christ Jesus – not in 

ourselves, not in our religion, not in our observances. We are only righteous in our life in Christ 

Jesus, when we put on the life of Christ and take on the completed work of Christ, applying it to 

my life. “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ” (Romans 5:1).  
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