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Test Name : Test 26 - History of India Total Questions : 100
Difficulty Level : Medium Total Marks : 200.00
Test Type : Free Duration : 120.00 mins

Instruction :
Please read the instructions carefully

The total duration of examination is 120 minutes.1.
Right Answer carries 2 marks and 1/3rd is negative marking in case of the wrong answer.2.
The clock will be set at the server. The countdown timer in the top right corner of the screen will3.
display the remaining time available for you to complete the examination. When the timer
reaches zero, the examination will end by itself. You will not be required to end or submit your
examination.
The test contains 100 questions. Each item is given in the language of your preference (Hindi or4.
English)
A test can be given only once5.
In case you feel there is more than one correct response, mark the response, which you consider6.
the best.
All questions carry equal marks i.e. 2 marks each question7.
You can always go back and change your answer before submitting the test. However, this is not8.
possible in the actual UPSC preliminary exam.
Irrespective of how many answers you have marked, the test will automatically close in 2 hours9.
and you will get your score based on the responses marked till then
There are 4 alternatives for each question. For each wrong answer given, one-third of the marks10.
assigned to that question will be deducted as penalty
The Question Palette displayed on the right side of the screen will show the status of each11.
question using one of the following symbols:

 You have not visited the question yet.

 You have not answered the question.

 You have answered the question.

 You have NOT answered the question, but have marked the question for review.

 You have answered the question, but marked it for review.
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Q.1 Recently NITI Ayog has pitched for hybrid vehicles on Methanol instead of batteries led vehicles.
1.       Methanol can be obtained from renewable sources.
2.       Off grid solar, wind power can be used to produce synthetic methanol.
3.       Lithium batteries eventually become expensive to use.
Identify the correct statement/s.
A.     I only
B.     I and II
C.      I and III
D.     All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Niti Aayog, the government's premier policy making body, has firmed up a hybrid vehicle policy
that challenges the electric vehicle mission that's being pursued aggressively, pitching
methanol as a better alternative for India.

The crux of the reasoning is that methanol can replace gasoline as it is easily available, does
not cause pollution and has higher electrical mobility and efficiency, besides being highly cost-
effective vis-a-vis electric vehicles, which would run on lithium-ion batteries. It would reduce
pollution and India's dependence on fossil fuels.

Lithium is not an easily available resource and the world will run out of the basic resource if all
switch over to lithium-ion batteries for electric vehicles. Besides, India does not have the
expertise to make lithium-ion batteries.

Q.2 Recently, UNESCO accepted Whistle Language or Bird Language of Black Sea villagers as
Intangible Cultural Heritage. The above given language is associated with which country?
A.     Azerbaijan
B.     Turkey
C.      Ukraine
D.     Georgia

Answer : B,

Solution :

The unusual and very efficient whistle language used as a means of communication by villagers
in remote northern Turkey entered the Unesco list of Intangible Cultural Heritage. Unesco has
accepted the "bird language" of Black Sea villagers as an endangered part of world heritage in
need of urgent protection. Around 10,000 people, mostly in the district of Canakci in Giresun
province, still use the highly-developed and high pitch system of whistling to communicate in
the rugged terrain where most of the times they cannot see each other.
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Q.3 In descending order, arrange the largest carbon emitting parties from the given list.
1.       India
2.       European Union
3.       USA
4.       China
A.     4,3,2,1
B.     4,2,3,1
C.      1,2,3,4
D.     1,4,2,3

Answer : A,

Solution :

As per United States Environmental Protection Agency, the top carbon dioxide (CO2) emitters
are China, the United States, the European Union, India, the Russian Federation, and Japan.
These is based on the CO2 emissions from fossil fuel combustion, as well as cement
manufacturing and gas flaring. Together, these sources represent a large proportion of total
global CO2 emissions.

Q.4 Considering the recently announced Electoral Bonds Scheme by the Government of India
1.       Electoral bonds would be a bearer instrument in the nature of a promissory note and an
interest-free banking instrument.
2.       A non-citizen of India or a body not incorporated in India will also be eligible to purchase
the bond.
Identify the correct statement/s
A.     1 only
B.     2 only
C.      Both are correct
D.     Both are incorrect

Answer : A,

Solution :

Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley outlined the basic contours of the electoral bonds scheme
announced during the 2017Budget, including their denominations, validity, and eligibility of the
purchasers. “Electoral bonds would be a bearer instrument in the nature of a promissory note
and an interest-free banking instrument,” the Minister said in the Lok Sabha. “A citizen of India
or a body incorporated in India will be eligible to purchase the bond.” Electoral bonds can be
purchased for any value in multiples of Rs 1,000, Rs 10,000, Rs 10 lakh, and Rs 1 crore from
any of the specified branches of the State Bank of India. “The purchaser will be allowed to buy
electoral bonds only on due fulfilment of all the extant KYC norms and by making payment from
a bank account,” Mr. Jaitley said. “It will not carry the name of the payee.”
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Q.5 Species of Hoolock Gibbons are found in which part of India?
A.     North East India
B.     Western Ghats
C.      Himadri Himalayas
D.     Andaman and Nicobar Islands

Answer : A,

Solution :

The forests of north-east India are well known for the rich biodiversity they support, both faunal
and floral. These forests also support the highest diversity of primates in India, including the
only apes found in the country, the western hoolock gibbon (Hoolock hoolock) and the eastern
hoolock gibbon (Hoolock leuconedys). Often confused as one species, both the gibbons inhabit
different ranges in India. The western hoolock gibbon has a much wider range, as it is found in
all the states of the north-east, restricted between the south of the Brahmaputra river and east
of the Dibang river.

Q.6 A term “Two-State-Solution” was widely reported in news media in recent times. This term is
pertaining to which of the below given countries?
A.     India-Pakistan
B.     UK-Argentina
C.      Israel-Palestine
D.     North Korea-South Korea

Answer : C,

Solution :

The two-state solution refers to a solution of the Israeli–Palestinian conflict which calls for "two
states for two groups of people." The two-state solution envisages an independent State of
Palestine alongside the State of Israel, west of the Jordan River.

Q.7 Champion and Seth Classification is related to
A.     Types of Forests
B.     Types of Atmospheric layers
C.      Types of Public Sector Units
D.     Types of Weaponry

Answer : A,

Solution :

Vegetation classification is a prerequisite for understanding carbon stocks, biodiversity,
sustainable use of natural resources and global change. The classification of vegetation has
been carried out based on the ecological principles followed by Champion and Seth (1968)
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scheme of forest types in India. The predominant forest types of India are tropical dry deciduous
and tropical moist deciduous.

Q.8 Choose the correct statement/s regarding recently inaugurated facility by India and Israel called
i-CREATE
1.       i-CREATE aims to develop an ecosystem in India to generate quality entrepreneurs.
2.       i-CREATE will deal with major issues pertaining to food security and water only.
A.     Only 1
B.     Only 2
C.      Both 1 and 2 are correct
D.     Both 1 and 2 are incorrect

Answer : A,

Solution :

The i-Create is an independent Centre created with the objective of facilitating
entrepreneurship. It aims to develop an ecosystem in India to generate quality entrepreneurs
through a blend of creativity, innovation, engineering, product design and emerging
technologies to deal with major issues such as food security, water, connectivity, cyber security,
IT and electronics, energy, bio-medical equipment and devices.

Q.9 India is a front line leader in the community of world nations because it uses Space
Technologies for
1.       Smart City Programmes
2.       Guarding unmanned railway crossings
3.       Geo-tagging of MGNREGA
4.       Agricultural soil testing
Choose the correct option
A.     1 and 2 only
B.     2 and 3 only
C.      3 and 4 only
D.     All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Dr Jitendra Singh complemented Team ISRO for having placed India as a front-line leader in
the community of world nations while in the last three years, the use of diverse applications of
space technology to carry forward the Modi Government's infrastructural and transformational
programmes has brought space technology to the doorstep of every Indian household. Space
Technology today is playing a crucial role in carrying forward a number of flagship
programmes of the Modi Government, including Smart City programme, Urban and Housing
schemes, guarding of unmanned railway crossings, Geo-tagging of MNREGA, procurement of
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Utilization Certificates of roads and other projects, agricultural soil testing, he added.

Q.10 The volcano named “Guallatiri” is located in which one of the following countries?
A.     Japan
B.     USA
C.      Chile
D.     Ecuador

Answer : C,

Solution :

Guallatiri, one of the most active volcanoes in northern Chile, is the youngest volcano of three
that make up the Nevados de Quimsachata range. Guallatiri, along with Cerro Acotango and
Cerro Elena Capurata, form this volcanic range. Guallatiri is the southern most volcano in the
Central Andes that has a permanent glaciated summit. In 1985 and 1987 whitish-yellow fumes
were being expelled from a vent to a height of 500m every 30 minutes.

Q.11 In China, a river named Huangpu flows through which one of the following cities?
A.     Beijing
B.     Shanghai
C.      Urumqi
D.     Kunming

Answer : B,

Solution :

As China’s main industrial centre, Shanghai has serious air, water, and noise pollution. The
Suzhou River (the lower reach of Wusong River) and the Huangpu River (a tributary of the
Yangtze), which flow through the city, are severely polluted from industrial discharges,
domestic sewage, and ships’ wastes; nonetheless, the Huangpu is Shanghai’s main water
source.

Q.12 The big holes in Ozone layer is a global environmental concern. These holes are predominant at
the
A.     Equator
B.     Tropic of Cancer
C.      Tropic of Capricorn
D.     Poles

Answer : D,

Solution :

The discovery of the annual depletion of ozone above the Antarctic was first announced in a
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paper by Joe Farman, Brian Gardiner and Jonathan Shanklin which appeared in Nature in May
1985. Later, NASA scientists re-analyzed their satellite data and found that the whole of the
Antarctic was affected. The ozone hole is usually measured by reduction in the total column
ozone above a point on the Earth's surface. This is normally expressed in Dobson units;
abbreviated as "DU". The most prominent decrease in ozone has been in the lower
stratosphere. Marked decreases in column ozone in the Antarctic spring and early summer
compared to the early 1970s and before have been observed using instruments such as the
Total Ozone Mapping Spectrometer (TOMS). Reductions of up to 70 percent in the ozone column
observed in the austral (southern hemispheric) spring over Antarctica and first reported in 1985
(Farman et al.) are continuing. Antarctic total column ozone in September and October have
continued to be 40–50 percent lower than pre-ozone-hole values since the 1990s. A gradual
trend toward "healing" was reported in 2016.[9] In 2017, NASA announced that the ozone hole
was the weakest since 1988 because of warm stratospheric conditions. It is expected to recover
around 2070. The amount lost is more variable year-to-year in the Arctic than in the Antarctic.
The greatest Arctic declines are in the winter and spring, reaching up to 30 percent when the
stratosphere is coldest.

Q.13 Identify terrestrial planet form the below given options.
A.     Uranus
B.     Jupiter
C.      Mercury
D.     Jupiter

Answer : C,

Solution :

A terrestrial planet, telluric planet, or rocky planet is a planet that is composed primarily of
silicate rocks or metals. Within the Solar System, the terrestrial planets are the inner planets
closest to the Sun, i.e. Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars.

Q.14 Identify the largest temperate desert in the world.
A.     Turkmen
B.     Iranian
C.      Thar
D.     Patagonian

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Patagonian Desert, also known as the Patagonia Desert, Patagonian Steppe, or Magellanic
Steppe, is the largest desert in Argentina and is the 8th largest desert in the world by area,
occupying 673,000 square kilometers (260,000 mi2). It is located primarily in Argentina with
small parts in Chile and is bounded by the Andes, to its west, and the Atlantic Ocean to its east,
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in the region of Patagonia, southern Argentina.

Q.15 Samyak Darshan, Samyak Gyan and Samyak Charitra are known as the three gems of which
religious philosophy?
A.     Jainism
B.     Hinduism
C.      Sikhism
D.     Buddhism

Answer : A,

Solution :

Shri Ram NathKovind, inaugurated the Mahamastak abhisheka Mahotsav 2018 of
Gommateshwara Bhagwan Sri Bahubali Swami at Shravanabelagola. President conveyed his
best wishes to organisers and pilgrims gathered there for the successful conduct of
Mahamastak abhisheka Mahotsav 2018. He said Samyak Darshan, Samyak Gyan and Samyak
Charitra are known as the three gems of Jain philosophy. These are relevant for the entire
world.

Q.16 i-CREATE was launched in India with an objective of facilitating entrepreneurship. Identify the
partner country of India that is providing technological support for this facility.
A.     USA
B.     Israel
C.      Japan
D.     Germany

Answer : B,

Solution :

iCreate Centre inauguration. Mr. Modi and Mr. Netanyahu jointly inaugurated the iCreate Centre
at Deo Dholera village. iCreate or the International Centre for Entrepreneurship and Technology,
formed in 2011 as an autonomous institution to nurture aspiring entrepreneurs, has tie-ups with
leading Israeli firms.

Q.17 A concept named “WASH” is gaining popularity around the world in the area of public health.
Identify its correct objective/s from below given items
1.       Included replacing poor-quality toilets with improved ones
2.       Chlorinating drinking water
3.       Promoting hand washing
A.     I and II
B.     II and III
C.      I and III
D.     I, II and III
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Answer : D,

Solution :

The concept of WASH, groups together water, sanitation, and hygiene because the impact of
deficiencies in each area overlap strongly. Addressing these deficiencies together can achieve a
strong positive impact on public health. WASH interventions included replacing poor-quality
toilets with improved ones, chlorinating drinking water, and promoting hand washing — all in an
attempt to protect toddlers from the faecal pathogens that are believed to interfere with their
growth.

Q.18 From the below given SAARC members which country has highest toilet coverage?
A.     India
B.     Bangladesh
C.      Nepal
D.     Pakistan

Answer : B,

Solution :

In a remarkable achievement, official data reveals that open defecation has reduced to only 1%,
a “milestone change” from the 42% in 2003, making it a role model for other countries in the
region. Approximately595 million people in India, about half the population, do not use toilets.
In Pakistan the number is 41 million, or about 21%, while for Nepal the number is 15.5 million,
or 54% of the population. Only Sri Lanka, of all other South Asian states, has managed, like
Bangladesh, to virtually wipe out open air defecation.

Q.19 Pallavaram and Attirampakkam are important archaeological sites in India. The first Palaeolithic
stone tools here were discovered by which famous archeologist?
A.     Robert Bruce Foote
B.     William Jones
C.      Alexander Cunningham
D.     James Burgess

Answer : A,

Solution :

Since over a million years ago, the Indian region has not been deserted at any time. In 1863,
British geologist and archaeologist Robert Bruce Foote discovered the first Palaeolithic stone
tools at Pallavaram and later at the Attirampakkam site, close to Madras. Since then, this site
has been visited by many investigators, and considerably more knowledge about the civilisation
has been obtained.
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Q.20 What is a Repo Rate?
A.     It is a rate at which RBI sell Government Securities from subordinate banks.
B.     It is a rate at which RBI gives big amount loans to corporate houses.
C.      It is a rate at which RBI buys Government Securities from subordinate banks.
D.     It is a rate at which RBI gives small amount loans for agriculture sector.

Answer : C,

Solution :

Repo rate is the rate at which the central bank of a country (Reserve Bank of India in case of
India) lends money to commercial banks in the event of any shortfall of funds. Repo rate is used
by monetary authorities to control inflation. The commercial banks deposits G-secs of
Government Securities with RBI for the amount of loan it takes from bank as a form of security.

Q.21 Which of the following types of Banks fall in the category of Scheduled Commercial Banking
System of India?
A.     Regional Rural Banks
B.     Private Banks
C.      Foreign Banks operating in India
D.     All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Commercial Banks refer to both scheduled and non-scheduled commercial banks which are
regulated under Banking Regulation Act, 1949. Scheduled Commercial Banks are grouped under
following categories:

 1. State Bank of India and its Associates

 2. Nationalised Banks

 3. Foreign Banks

 4. Regional Rural Banks

 5. Other Scheduled Commercial Banks.

Q.22 The Budget 2018 introduced Rs 40,000 Standard Deduction for salaried employees and
pensioners in lieu of
A.     Transport and Medical expenses
B.     Transport and Food Expenses
C.      Medical and Food Expenses
D.     Medical and Household Expenses
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Answer : A,

Solution :

Whilst presenting Budget-2018 the Finance Minister said that Government has decided to make
no change in income tax rates and slabs, but we would like to announce the introduction of a
40,000 rupees Standard Deduction for salaried employees and pensioners in lieu of transport
and medical expenses.

Q.23 As per the Budget 2018, a farm produce firm with Rs 100 crore turnover will get a tax deduction
of how much percent?
A.     25%
B.     50%
C.      75%
D.     100%

Answer : D,

Solution :

Whilst presenting Budget-2018 the Finance Minister said that Government has decided to give
100 per cent tax deduction for farm producer firms with 100 crore rupees turnover. The
standard deduction allowed will benefit 2.5 crore people.

Q.24 What are the possible outcome of Global Warming
A.     There will be an increase of sea water level
B.     There will be a change in crop pattern
C.      There will be a change in coastline
D.     All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

As per NASA, global climate change has already had observable effects on the environment.
Glaciers have shrunk, ice on rivers and lakes is breaking up earlier, plant and animal ranges
have shifted and trees are flowering sooner. Global climate is projected to continue to change
over this century and beyond. This will lead to rise in sea level, crop pattern will change
because of frost free seasons will get affected and coastlines will change due to severe and
frequent natural calamities.

Q.25 The introduction of a concept called Carbon Credit can be traced from which one of the
following?
A.     Earth Summit
B.     Paris Agreement
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C.      Kyoto Protocol
D.     Montreal Protocol

Answer : C,

Solution :

A carbon credit is a financial instrument that allows the holder, usually an energy company, to
emit one ton of carbon dioxide. Credits are awarded to countries or groups that have reduced
their greenhouse gases below their emission quota. Carbon credits can be legally traded in the
international market at their current market price. Carbon credit proposals have been
spearheaded by the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) as a market-oriented
mechanism to slow carbon emissions. An international carbon credit system was ratified in
conjunction with the Kyoto Protocol, and its market mechanisms were clarified at the
subsequent conference in Marrakesh. In addition to the legally binding goals of the Kyoto
Protocol, there are also voluntary carbon credit markets, such as in some cities in the United
States.

Q.26 One of the visible outcome of Global Warming is rise in sea level. This is taking place because
A.     Ocean water expands as it gets warmer
B.     Glaciers and ice-sheets are melting rapidly
C.      Both A and B are true reasons
D.     None of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

The two major causes of global sea level rise are thermal expansion caused by warming of the
ocean (since water expands as it warms) and increased melting of land-based ice, such as
glaciers and ice sheets.

Q.27 Identify the country that ranks number 1 when it comes to highest per capita Carbon dioxide
emission in the world
A.     USA
B.     Qatar
C.      China
D.     India

Answer : B,

Solution :

The worst offender, according to data compiled by the International Energy Agency (IEA), is
Qatar. It belches out more CO2 per capita, 35.73 tonnes, than anywhere else. The Middle
Eastern country is followed by Curacao and Latvia, while its neighbours Bahrain and the United
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Arab Emirates complete the top five.

Q.28 Why Carbon dioxide falls in the category of Green House Gases (GHGs)?
A.     It emits visible radiation
B.     It absorbs infrared radiation
C.      It is used in photosynthesis
D.     Its concentration always remains higher than other gases

Answer : B,

Solution :

Gases that trap heat in the atmosphere are called greenhouse gases. CO2 has contributed more
than any driver to climate change between 1750 and 2011. Earth receives energy that travels
from the sun in a variety of wavelengths, some of which we see as sunlight and others that are
invisible to the naked eye, such as shorter- wavelength ultraviolet radiation and longer-
wavelength infrared radiation. As this energy passes through Earth’s atmosphere, some is
reflected back into space by clouds and small particles such as sulfates; some is reflected by
Earth’s surface; and some is absorbed into the atmosphere by substances such as soot,
stratospheric ozone, and water vapor. The remaining solar energy is absorbed by the Earth
itself, warming the planet’s surface. Heat-trapping gases, in balanced proportions, act like a
blanket surrounding Earth, keeping temperatures within a range that enables life to thrive on a
planet with liquid water. Unfortunately, these gases—especially CO2—are accumulating in the
atmosphere at increasing concentrations due to human activities such as the burning of fossil
fuel in cars and power plants industrial processes, and the clearing of forests for agriculture or
development.

Q.29 Recently a floating market was inaugurated on Lake Patuli. Which city houses this lake?
A.     Bombay
B.     Guwahati
C.      Kolkatta
D.     Indore

Answer : C,

Solution :

In a move to rehabilitate the vendors who were displaced during the widening of EM bypass in
the state, the Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority sets up a floating market on the lake
at Patuli in South Kolkata. It is the first such market in a metro city in India. The floating market
is similar to that of Jammu & Kashmir and Thailand

Q.30 Consider the following statements in terms of Indian economy
1.       Agriculture is the largest job provider in India
2.       Service sector is the closely followed by Agriculture
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Choose the correct option
A.     Only 1
B.     Only 2
C.      Both 1 and 2
D.     None of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

The Manufacturing Sector especially MSMEs play a pivotal role in the Indian economy and
provide the largest share of employment after agriculture. Nearly 50% of Indian population is
engaged in agriculture, hence it is the biggest job provider in the country.

Q.31 A term “Industry 4.0” was recently in news. It is related with?
A.     Bharat Stage IV
B.     Fourth Industrial Revolution
C.      Industrial training for unemployed youngsters
D.     Environmental Codes for Paper Industry

Answer : B,

Solution :

The National Productivity Council is observing National Productivity Day today, and National
Productivity Week till 18th February. It is the 60th Anniversary of the National Productivity
Council and is being celebrated as Diamond Jubilee Year. "Industry 4.0 Leapfrog Opportunity for
India " has been selected as the theme for the National Productivity Week -2018.Industry 4.0 or
the fourth industrial revolution as it is called, is emerging globally as a powerful force and is
being called as the next industrial revolution. It is characterized by the increasing digitization
and interconnection of products, value chains and business models. Industry. Industry 4.0 would
mean the convergence of real and virtual worlds-the next phase in bringing together
conventional and modern technologies in manufacturing.

Q.32 Consider the given below statements
1.       The first industrial revolution was triggered by water and steam power.
2.       The first industrial revolution was a move from human labour to mechanical
manufacturing
Choose the correct option
A.     Only 1
B.     Only 2
C.      Both 1 and 2
D.     Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,
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Solution :

The first industrial revolution was triggered by water and steam power to move from human
labour to mechanical manufacturing. Reference: Press Information Bureau

Q.33 Considering the recently the Prime Minister of India formed Economic Advisory Council, identify
the incorrect statement.
A.     It is an independent body
B.     Its duty includes attending economy related or other task ‘as may be desired’ by the PM
C.      It cannot address issues on suo motu basis
D.     Its job is to give advice on economic and related issues to the Government of India.

Answer : C,

Solution :

“Addressing issues of macroeconomic importance and presenting views thereon to the Prime
Minister. This could be either suo-motu or on reference from the Prime Minister or anyone else,”
is the key term of reference for the panel. The terms of reference of the council include analysis
of any issue, economic or otherwise, referred to it by the Prime Minister and advising him on the
same, and attending to any task ‘as may be desired’ by the PM from time to time, as per an
official statement. The EAC-PM is an independent body to give advice on economic and related
issues to the Government of India, specifically to the Prime Minister.

Q.34 What are salient features of coffee plantations of Western Ghats region of India
1.       Native trees are not down to create space for coffee plants
2.       Arabic coffee is not planted here
3.       They support forest dependent bird species
Choose the correct option
A.     1 and 2
B.     2 and 3
C.      1 and 3
D.     1, 2 and 3

Answer : C,

Solution :

Scientists from the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS-India) and USA’s Princeton University
compared bird diversity in 61 arabica and robusta estates across Chikkamagaluru, Hassan and
Kodagu districts in Karnataka. What they found is that the plantations supported 79 species of
forest-dependent birds in all, but arabica estates hosted twice the number of endemic birds
than robusta. Since robusta farmers in the Western Ghats retain native trees, they have been
able to preserve the complex canopy structure, setting them apart from others worldwide.
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Q.35 What is meant by the ‘casualization of workforce’?
A.     Majority of labour moving from regular salaried jobs to self-employment
B.     Majority of labour moving from informal jobs to self-employment
C.      Majority of labour moving from regular salaried jobs to informal jobs
D.     Majority of labour moving from regular salaried and self-employment to informal jobs

Answer : D,

Solution :

In the last four decades (1972-2010), people have moved from self-employment and regular
salaried

employment to casual wage work. Yet self-employment continues to be the major employment

provider. Scholars call this process of moving from self-employment and regular salaried

employment to casual wage work as casualization of workforce. This makes the workers highly

vulnerable due to lack of proper legal protection, tough work conditions and social security
schemes.

Q.36 Which of the following human development indicators are published by the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP)?
1.       Multi-dimensional poverty Index (MPI)
2.       Inequality-adjusted HDI
3.       Gender Development Index
4.       Gender Inequality Index
Choose the correct answer using the codes below.
A.     1, 2 and 4 only
B.     1 and 3 only
C.      2 and 3 only
D.     All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Refer to this link. It has presented all the indicators beautifully.

http://hdr.undp.org/en/data/map

Q.37 Consider the following statements with reference to inequality in India.
1.       India has the lowest income inequality among all emerging economies.
2.       Its income inequality is lower than that in all the western developed countries.
3.       Income inequality in India has increased in the last decade.
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Which of the above is/are true?
A.     1 and 2 only
B.     2 and 3 only
C.      1 and 3 only
D.     All of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

Refer to these two very important articles about inequality in India.

http://www.thehindu.com/data/indias-staggering-wealth-gap-in-five-charts/article6672115.ece

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/income-inequality-in-india-lowes
tamong-emerging-nations-oecd/articleshow/47373128.cms

Q.38 The Atal Pension Yojana launched in the Union Budget 2015-16 focuses on
1.       All citizens in the unorganized sector
2.       All income tax payer citizens
3.       Only BPL citizens in the unorganized sector
4.       All BPL citizens
Choose the correct answer from the codes below.
A.     1 and 4 only
B.     2 only
C.      3 only
D.     4 only

Answer : A,

Solution :

To address the longevity risks among the workers in unorganized sector and to encourage the

workers in unorganized sector to voluntarily save for their retirement

· The APY is focussed on all citizens in the unorganized sector. All bank account holders may

join APY. APY is applicable to all citizen of India aged between 18-40 years.

· The scheme is administered by the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority

(PFRDA) through NPS architecture.

· Under the APY, there is guaranteed minimum monthly pension for the subscribers ranging
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between Rs. 1000 and Rs. 5000 per month. GoI will also co-contribute 50% of the subscriber’s
contribution or Rs. 1000 per annum, whichever is lower. Government cocontribution is available
for those who are not covered by any Statutory Social Security Schemes and is not income tax
payer. The pension is guaranteed by GoI.

Q.39 Which of the following should be your first choice for the treatment of ‘Hyperacidity’?
A.   Antacids
B.   Antihistamines
C.    Histamines
D.   Analgesics

Answer : B,

Solution :

Histamines produce hyperacidity. So, antihistamines should be used. NCERT

Q.40 If you visit a water treatment plant in your area, you will witness the processes followed
in water purification. Select the correct order in which water purification works-
1.    Flocculation
2.    Coagulation
3.    Sedimentation
4.    Disinfection
Correct order-
A.   1-2-3-4
B.   2-1-3-4
C.    2-3-4-1
D.   1-3-4-2

Answer : B,

Solution :

Coagulation-Flocculation-Sedimentation-Disinfection- Read the basics here

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_purification#Coagulation_and_flocculation

Q.41 Our food contains number of additives like sweeteners, antioxidants, flavours, fat
emulsifiers and preservatives. Which of the following also add nutritive value to our food?
1.    Antioxidants
2.    Preservatives
3.    Sweeteners
4.    Fat emulsifiers
Select the correct code-
A.   1, 3, and 4
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B.   1, 2, 3 and 4
C.    2, 3, and 4
D.   None

Answer : D,

Solution :

They do not have nutritive values.

Q.42 Artificial sweeteners like Aspartame or Saccharines are 100 times sweeter than Sugar
despite it is recommended for a Diabetic person, why?
1.    Artificial sweeteners have less effect on insulin secretion
2.    Artificial sweeteners do not add to calorie intake
3.    Artificial sweeteners easily digested and excreted while sugar is energy rich and
affect digestive system
Select the correct code-
A.   Only 1
B.   2 and 3
C.    Only 2
D.   All

Answer : C,

Solution :

Diabetic people need to control their calorie intake and hence artificial

sweeteners like Aspartame or Saccharine is vital for them.

Q.43 Consider the following statements regarding Vitamins
1.    If you are eating eggs regularly, the concentration of Vitamin B-2 and Vitamin D is
increasing.
2.    Intake of excess green leafy vegetables will enhance the concentration of Vitamin C, K and
B-1
Select the correct code
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both
D.   None

Answer : C,

Solution :

Direct, NCERT, prepare about it from the table given in NCERT’s
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Q.44 Which feature of some species of blue-green algae helps to promote then as biofertilizers?
A.   They induce the roots of the crop plants to absorb the soil nitrates in larger quantities
B.   They have the mechanism to convert atmospheric nitrogen into a form that crop plants

can absorb readily.
C.    They convert atmospheric methane into ammonia which the crop plants can absorb

readily
D.   They induce the crop plants to produce enzymes which help convert atmospheric nitrogen

to nitrates.

Answer : B,

Solution :

Cyanobacteria, also known as blue-green algae are a phylum of bacteria that obtain their
energy through photosynthesis. They are significant component of the marine nitrogen cycle
and an important primary producer in many areas of the ocean. During crop growth cycle, the
blue-green algae grow, multiply, fix atmospheric nitrogen and make it available to the crop by
way of excretion and autolysis.

Q.45 Excessive release of the pollutant carbon monoxide (CO) into the sir may produce a
condition in which oxygen supply in the human body decreases. Why?
A.   The inhaled CO has much higher affinity for haemoglobin as compared to oxygen
B.   The inhaled CO may be converted into CO2 that causes poisoning
C.    The inhaled CO destroys the chemical structure of haemoglobin
D.   The inhaled CO primarily affects the neurological and respiratory system in the brain.

Answer : A,

Solution :

Haemoglobin contains long polymer like structure where metal carbonyls are bonded in cage
like structure. The metals in the carbonyls are iron and cobalt. Carbon monoxide has the
physical property to replace these metals from metal carbonyls. If CO enters our body the first
thing they will do is to replace Fe or Co and form bond with carbonyls. This is serious as Carbon-
monoxide is poisonous. Oxygen cannot replace the metals in haemoglobin but carbon monoxide
can easily do so.

Q.46 Ice is less dense than water is a well-known fact. What if it would have been denser than water?
1.    Lakes and oceans would freeze from the bottom up, almost certainly preventing the kind of
chemistry that makes life possible.
2.    Increasing pressure would raise the freezing point of water. The deep oceans would be
permanently frozen.
3.    A very large part of the planets Oxygen is produced by plankton in the ocean and this could
be severely disrupted.
Select the correct code-
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A.   1 and 2
B.   2 and 3
C.    1, 2 and 3
D.   Only 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

All of the above is correct. When the density of ice will be more (hypothetical)

above changes are obvious. With more dense ice, it will not float above the water and bottom
up freezing will happen. With more pressure deep down the ocean and further increase due to
depth, will make deep oceans to freeze forever. The dense ice will not allow diffusion to take
place and hence availability of oxygen will be less, as it is a gas and need gaseous media to
diffuse. Hence, plankton’s life will be at threat.

Q.47 What are the components of Photochemical Smog?
A.   Nitric oxide, Ozone and PAN (peroxyacetyl nitrate)
B.   Nitric oxide, Ozone, aldehyde and PAN (peroxyacetyl nitrate)
C.    Nitric oxide, Ozone, aldehyde, acrolein and PAN (peroxyacetyl nitrate)
D.   Nitric oxide, Ozone, formaldehyde, acrolein and PAN (peroxyacetyl nitrate)

Answer : D,

Solution :

Direct Question-NCERT class 11th

Q.48 Which among the following can be used as bleaching agents?
1.    Mix of liquefied carbon dioxide and a detergent
2.    Chloroethene
3.    Hydrogen peroxide
4.    Sodium hypochlorite
Select the correct code-
A.   1, 2, 3 and 4
B.   2, 3 and 4
C.    1, 3 and 4
D.   3 and 4

Answer : A,

Solution :

All of them can be used. But now adays chloroethene is not used because of contamination of
chloro compounds. Sodium hypochlorite is the most common bleaching agent.
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Q.49 Consider the following statements
1.    The percentage of Open forest in India is more than Moderately Dense forest
2.    Area covered under Plantation is more than very Dense forest
3.    Shifting Cultivation has increased over the years and shares more land use as compared to
Non-Forestry Plantation.
Select the correct code-
A.   1, 2 and 3
B.   2 and 3
C.    1 and 3
D.   None

Answer : D,

Solution :

According to Indian State of Forest report 2013

Open Forest- 8.28% of Recorded Forest Area

Moderately dense forest- 33.91%

Plantation/Young crops-7.95

Shifting Cultivation-0.81%

Non-Forestry Plantation-1.22

Q.50 Soil erosion is one of the major reasons for depleting forest covers of India. Consider the
following statements w.r.t this-
1.    Excessive erosion of bottom soil reduces both the fertility and water holding capacity of the
soil.
2.    Major part of Indian forest cover has undergone heavy soil erosion amounting almost 30%
of Recorded Forest Area.
Select the correct code-
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both
D.   None

Answer : D,

Solution :

Excessive erosion of TOP soil, not Bottom soil. Erosion takes place on the top

surface of soil. Major forest cover of India has undergone Mild Erosion amounting 63% of
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RFA. Heavy Soil erosion amounts to 2.24 % of RFA

Q.51 Which of the following is/are artificial methods of ‘Forest Regeneration’?
1.    Taungya System
2.    Silviculture System
Select the correct code-
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both
D.   None

Answer : C,

Solution :

UPSC asks questions about Vegetative Stem cutting and other such methods.

Forest Survey Report has mentioned about Forest regeneration methods. Silviculture is the
practice of controlling the establishment, growth, composition, health, and quality of forests to
meet diverse needs and values. The name comes from the Latinsilvi- (forest) + culture (as in
growing). The study of forests and woods is termed silvology. Silviculture also focuses on
making sure that the treatment(s) of forest stands are used to preserve and to better their
productivity. The taungya is a system whereby villagers and sometimes forest plantation
workers are given the right to cultivate agricultural crops during the early stages of forest
plantation establishment. Taungya means hill cultivation, it was introduced into-India by Dr.
Brandis in 1890 and the first Taungya plantation was raised in 1896 in north Bengal. It is
practiced in Kerala, West Bangal, U.P., and to lesser extent in Tamil Nadu, A. P. Orissa and the
north eastern hill regions. In southern India the system is called KUMARI; it is practiced in a
areas with an assured annual rainfall of over 1200-1500mm. This is a modified term of shifting
cultivation in which labour is permitted to raise crop in an area but only side by side with the
forest species planted by them. The practices consist of land preparation, tree planting, growing
agricultural crop for 1 to 3 years until shade becomes the dense and then moving on to repeat
the cycle in a different area.

Q.52 Consider the statements regarding ‘Coral bleaching’
1.    It is the loss of zooxanthellae through either expulsion or loss of algal pigmentation.
2.    It happens due to increase in ocean temperature
3.    All the corals undergoing bleaching are dead corals
Select the correct code-
A.   1 and 3
B.   Only 2
C.    Only 1
D.   2 and 3

Answer : C,
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Solution :

First statement is true. Coral bleaching not only happens because of warm

temperature but can also happen due to Cold temperature. Not all bleaching events are due to
warm water. In January 2010, cold water temperatures in the Florida Keys caused a coral
bleaching event that resulted in some coral death. Water temperatures dropped 12.06 degrees
Fahrenheit lower than the typical temperatures observed at this time of year. Researchers will
evaluate if this cold-stress event will make corals more susceptible to disease in the same way
that warmer waters impact corals. When a coral bleaches, it is not dead. Corals can survive a
bleaching event, but they are under more stress and are subject to mortality.

Q.53 Rhodiola has been a significant herb of research interests among the scientist all over the
world. Consider the statements w.r.t Rhodiola
1.    It has immunomodulatory, adaptogenic and radio-protecting abilities.
2.    The root part is used by local people as vegetables
3.    It is found in cold regions of the world
Which of the following statements is /are correct
A.   1, 2, and 3
B.   1 and 2
C.    Only 3
D.   1 and 3

Answer : D,

Solution :

The leafy part is used as vegetables. The root is used as Medicine. For more

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/science/Indian-scientists-find-a-wonder-herb-inthe-high
-Himalayas/articleshow/40869492.cms

Q.54 Consider the statement below Germany is investing in an emission reduction project in India as
an alternative to reducing emissions domestically. It will be called as-
A.   Joint Implementation
B.   Clean Development Mechanism
C.    Certified Emission Reduction Credits
D.   None

Answer : D,

Solution :

The definition given is of Joint Implementation but India cannot be its

beneficiary since it applies among Annex 1 countries only. CDM applies to developing countries.
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Q.55 Identify the correct statement
1.    The Bio-safety protocol deals with genetically modified organism
2.    The Bio-safety protocol is also called as Nagoya Protocol
3.    Both Nagoya and Cartagena Protocol deals with genetic resources
Select the correct code
A.   1 and 2
B.   2 and 3
C.    1, 2 and 3
D.   1 and 3

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Bio-safety protocol is Cartagena not Nagoya. Rest are correct

Q.56 The formation of ozone hole in the Antarctica region has been a cause of concern. What could
be the reason for the formation of this hole?
A.   Presence of prominent tropospheric turbulence and inflow of chlorofluoro carbons
B.   Presence of prominent polar front and stratospheric clouds and inflow of

chlorofluorocarbons.
C.    Absence of polar front and stratospheric clouds and inflow of chlorofluoro carbons.
D.   Increased temperature of polar region due to global warming

Answer : B,

Solution :

Self explained

Q.57 Consider the following statements regarding Bio-asphalt
1.    It is eco-friendly to use bio-asphalt for surfacing of the roads
2.    Unlike traditional asphalts, bio-asphalts is not based on fossil fuels.
3.    Bio-asphalt can be made from organic waste materials.
4.    Bio-asphalt can be made from non-renewable resources
Select the correct code-
A.   1, 3 and 4
B.   2, 3 and 4
C.    1, 2 and 3
D.   All

Answer : C,

Solution :

Except fourth statement, all are correct.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bioasphalt

http://thegreenenergyblog.com/uncategorized/bioasphalt-renewable-constructionmaterial-2

Q.58 Which bacterial strain, developed from natural isolates by genetic manipulations, can be used
for treating oil spills?
A.   Agrobacterium
B.   Clostridium
C.    Nitrosomonas
D.   Pseudomonas

Answer : D,

Solution :

Oil eating bacteria is an aerobic bacterium. The genetic name Pseudomonas

created for organisms like oil eating bacteria was

http://scienceblogs.com/oscillator/2010/06/08/oil-eating-bacteria/

Q.59 Article 266 provides for Public Account of India. With regard to Public Account of India,
which of the following statements are correct?
1.    It includes provident funds, savings deposits and loans raised by Government of India
2.    Payments from this account can be made without parliamentary appropriation.
3.    This account is operated by executive action
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
A.   1 only
B.   2 and 3 only
C.    1, 2 and 3
D.   1 and 3

Answer : B,

Solution :

Loans raised by GOI are part of Consolidated Fund of India

Q.60 Rajya Sabha shares equal status and powers with Lok Sabha in which of the following?
1.    Introduction and passage of financial bills involving expenditure from Consolidated Fund of
India
2.    Impeachment of the Vice-President
3.    Impeachment of the President.
4.    Enlargement of Jurisdiction of the SC and UPSC
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.

http://scienceblogs.com/oscillator/2010/06/08/oil-eating-bacteria/
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A.   1,2 and 3
B.   1, 2 and 4
C.    1 and 3 only
D.   1, 3 and 4

Answer : D,

Solution :

Rajyasabha enjoys greater powers in impeachment of VP as impeachment can be initiated

only by RS.

Q.61 The Xth Schedule of Constituion provides provisions for disqualification of a member of
Parliament on the grounds of defection. A member does not incur disqualification in which of
the following cases?
1.    A nominated member can join any political party after 6 months.
2.    Speaker of LokSabha voluntarily gives up membership.
3.    member abstains or votes against the direction given by his political party.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
A.   1 and 2
B.   1, 2 and 3
C.    1 only
D.   2 only

Answer : D,

Solution :

none

Q.62 Why was the system of proportional representation not preferred by constitution framers for the
election of LokSabha ?
1.    It is highly expensive.
2.    It doesn’t give any scope to organize bi-elections.
3.    It doesn’t allow all sections of the society to get representation in proportion to their
numbers.
4.    Large proportion of Indians being illiterates during independence.
Choose the reason/s using the codes below.
A.   1, 2 only.
B.   1, 3 only.
C.    1, 2, 4 only.
D.   All the above.

Answer : C,
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Solution :

The simple majority system is currently followed for Lok Sabha. But this has a drawback that it
doesn’t represent the people proportion to their population. But proportional representation
overcomes this problem and allows every part of the society to be represented proportional to
their population.

Q.63 With reference to Cabinet Committees, consider the following
1.    They are constitutional bodies
2.    They are set up by the President according to the exigencies of the time and requirements
of the situation
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
A.   1 only
B.   2 only
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : D,

Solution :

They are extra-constitutional in emergence. In other words, they are not mentioned in the
Constitution. However, the Rules of Business provide for their establishment.

They are of two types—standing and ad hoc. The former are of a permanent nature while the
latter are of a temporary nature. The ad hoc committees are constituted from time to time to
deal with special problems. They are disbanded after their task is completed.

They are set up by the Prime Minister according to the exigencies of the time and requirements
of the situation. Hence, their number, nomenclature, and composition varies from time to
time.Source :Lakshmikanth Chapter 21 ‘Central Council of Ministers’

Q.64 In India Parliament is the supreme legislative and deliberative body. As per the Constitution
what part/s constitute/s Parliament?
1.    Lok Sabha.
2.    Rajya Sabha.
3.    The President.
4.    The Vice-President.
5.    The Speaker.
Choose the correct code from the following.
A.   1, 2 only.
B.   1, 2, 3 only.
C.    1, 2, 3, 4 only.
D.   All the above.
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Answer : B,

Solution :

Under the Constitution, the Parliament of India consists of three parts viz, the President, the
Council of States and the House of the People. In 1954, the Hindi names ‘Rajya Sabha’ and ‘Lok
Sabha’ were adopted by the Council of States and the House of People respectively. The Rajya
Sabha is the Upper House (Second Chamber or House of Elders) and the Lok Sabha is the Lower
House (First Chamber or Popular House). The former represents the states and union territories
of the Indian Union, while the latter represents the people of India as a whole. Though the
President of India is not a member of either House of Parliament and does not sit in the
Parliament to attend its meetings, he is an integral part of the Parliament. This is because a bill
passed by both the Houses of Parliament cannot become law without the President’s assent.

Q.65 When a resolution of removal of Vice-President is under consideration, The Vice-President can
1.    Preside over the Upper House ieRajya Sabha.
2.    Can be present in the House and take part in discussions and proceedings.
3.    Can vote in first instance.
Choose the correct code from the following.
A.   2 only.
B.   1, 2 only.
C.    1, 3 only.
D.   None of the above.

Answer : A,

Solution :

The Vice-President cannot preside over a sitting of the Rajya Sabha as its Chairman when a
resolution for his removal is under consideration. However, he can be present and speak in the
House and can take part in its proceedings, without voting, even at such a time (while the
Speaker can vote in the first instance when a resolution for his removal is under consideration
of the Lok Sabha).

Q.66 Under the ‘Rules of LokSabha’ , there is mention on Leader of the House. Consider the
statements regarding the Leader of the House with respect to Lok Sabha.
1.    Only Prime Minister can be the Leader of the House in Lok Sabha as he is the head of the
2.    Council of Ministers.
3.    A member of Lok Sabha who is not a Minister nominated by Prime Minister.
4.    A minister nominated from either of the House nominated by Prime Minister.
5.    The same functionary in U.S.A is known as the ‘Majority Leader’.
Choose the incorrect statement/s from the following codes.
A.   1, 3 only.
B.   1, 4 only.
C.    2, 4 only.
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D.   1, 2, 3 only.

Answer : D,

Solution :

Under the Rules of Lok Sabha, the ‘Leader of the House’ means the prime minister, if he is a
member of the Lok Sabha, or a minister who is a member of the Lok Sabha and is nominated by
the prime minister to function as the Leader of the House. There is also a ‘Leader of the House’
in the Rajya Sabha. He is a minister and a member of the Rajya Sabha and is nominated by the
prime minister to function as such.

Q.67 Consider the following statements with respect to territorial constituencies for the purpose of
direct elections to Lok Sabha (LS)
1.    Each State is allotted a number of seats in the LS in such a manner that the ratio between
that number and its population is the same for all the states of India irrespective of its
population.
2.    The ratio between the population of each constituency and the number of seats allotted to
it is same throughout the state.
Select the wrong statement-
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both
D.   None

Answer : A,

Solution :

First statement is not true for a State having a population of less than six millions. Second
statement is correct

Q.68 Consider the following Committees of Parliament
1.    Public Account Committee
2.    Committee on Public Undertakings
3.    Committee on Subordinate Legislation
4.    Estimate Committee
Which of the above committees trace its origin to pre-independence India?
A.   1, 2, and 4
B.   2 and 3
C.    1 and 4
D.   None

Answer : C,
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Solution :

1. Public Account Committee- 1921 under provision of GoI Act of 1919

2. Committee on Public Undertakings- 1964

3. Committee on Subordinate Legislation- 1953

4. Estimate Committee- Standing financial committee set up- 1921

Q.69 Growth trend in Indian economy has shown noticeable improvement because of
1.    Decline in oil prices.
2.    Monetary easing.
3.    Policy support from government.
4.    Lowering of unemployment rate.
5.    Strengthening of business sentiments.
Select the correct code
A.   1, 2, 3 only
B.   2 only
C.    1,2,3,5 only
D.   All of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

Decline in oil prices helps in decreasing the input cost and also moderates the inflation rate.
Monetary easing enhance money supply in the market. Policy support has always been an
important factor to put a country on high growth trajectory. Government’s pro-business steps
establishes an enabling environment for business and build business sentiments among
investors. As a result. Growth shows positive trend

Q.70 Low level of private investment is a result of
1.    Poor and inadequate banking system
2.    Deficiencies of public private partnership (PPP) model in infrastructure.
3.    Tight monetary policy.
4.    Rationalization of subsidies.
Select the correct code
A.   1, 2 only
B.   2 only
C.    1, 2, 3 only
D.   All of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :
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Rationalization of subsidies will enhance private investment.

Q.71 A decline in the employment elasticity of growth can result into
1.    Disruption of projected growth targets in India.
2.    More competition among youths
3.    Sustainable and inclusive India.
Select the correct code
A.   1 only
B.   2 only
C.    2, 3 only
D.   All of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

A decline in employment elasticity of growth means a given amount of growth leads to fewer
jobs created than in the past. So it is independent of growth envisaged.

Q.72 Consider the statements:
1.    Revenue-to-GDP ratio (for the general government) in India is more as compare to
emerging Asian economies.
2.    India’s overall revenue (for the general government) is approximately one-fifth of GDP.
Select the correct code
A.   1, only
B.   2 only
C.    Both 1 and 2
D.   None

Answer : B,

Solution :

Revenue-to-GDP ratio (for the general government) in India is less as compare to emerging
Asian economies and it is estimated around 19.5% by IMF Economic survey page no.8

Q.73 Moderation in oil prices is result of
1.    Weak global demand.
2.    Increase in supply
3.    global monetary and liquidity environment
4.    Sanctions imposed on Russia over Ukraine issue.
Select the correct code
A.   1, 2 only
B.   2 only
C.    1, 2, 3, only
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D.   All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Tradition markets like china and Europe are not showing hunger for oil as current dip in demand
in international market and in USA increase in oil and shale gas production supplies get
enhanced.

Q.74 Low rural wage growth in India leads to
1.    Lowering of inflation rate.
2.    Further monetary policy easing
3.    Financial repression on liability side in banking sector.
Select the correct code
A.   1, 2 only
B.   2 only
C.    2, 3 only
D.   All of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

Low rural wage growth has been pointed as one of the reason behind moderation in inflation.
Lower inflation sets a ground for monetary easing.

Q.75 High minimum support for rice and wheat results into
1.    Monoculture
2.    Environmental concerns.
3.    Induce greater price volatility in non-MSP supported crops.
4.    Enhance nutrition availability to poor in general.
Select the correct code
A.   1, 2, only
B.   2 only
C.    1, 2, 3 only
D.   All of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

High minimum support for rice and wheat entail farmers to grow these high fetching crops.
These crops are water intensive so problem of lowering ground water table has been quite
conspicuous. These crops are so popular that they are being grown over the areas where
traditionally coarse grain crops were cultivated. Coarse grains have high nutrition level
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Q.76 Consider the statements:
1.    The profits generated by freight services have cross-subsidized passengers services.
2.    Indian freight rates are deliberately kept low to attract freight traffic from road sector.
Select the correct code
A.   1, only
B.   2 only
C.    Both1 and 2
D.   None

Answer : A,

Solution :

One of the reasons for high freight rate in India is profits generated by freight services have
crosssubsidized passengers services.

Q.77 Consider the statements:
1.    Financial repression on the asset side has arisen from high inflation in Indian banking
system.
2.    Increasing non-performing assets in Indian banking system is one of the results of negative
impact of Financial repression on the asset side.
Select the correct code
A.   1, only
B.   2 only
C.    Both1 and 2
D.   None

Answer : B,

Solution :

Financial repression on the asset side is created by statutory liquidity ratio and priority sector
lending and liability side by high inflation. Economic survey page number 30

Q.78 Consider the statements
1.    Public sector banks perform well above private sector banks on average even though they
are burdened with social obligation.
2.    Private sector banks have level of professionalism, management skills and better
incentives for Employees as compare to public sector banks
Select the correct code
A.   1, only
B.   2 only
C.    Both I and 2
D.   None
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Answer : B,

Solution :

Public sector banks perform well below private sector banks on average.

Q.79 Gender inequality index is a composite measure reflecting inequality in achievement between
men and women in three dimensions and that are:
1.    Life expectancy.
2.    Labor market.
3.    Gross enrollment at primary level.
Select the correct code
A.   1, only
B.   1, 2 only
C.    2 only
D.   None

Answer : C,

Solution :

Gender inequality index is a composite measure reflecting inequality in achievement between
men and women in three dimensions that are reproductive health. Empowerment and the labor
market. Economic survey page number 39

Q.80 In quest for greater commitment to climatic change initiative, Indian government has taken a
slew of steps that includes:
1.    Shifts from a carbon subsidization regime to carbon taxation regime.
2.    Focus on increasing share of hydro-electricity by installing micro-turbine along the
perennial rivers.
3.    Increased the coal cess fromRs. 50 per ton to Rs. 75.
4.    Panchayats are advised to meet 5% of energy demand by biogas production in their area to
curb emission from burning cow-dung cakes and wood in rural households.
Select the correct code
A.   1 only
B.   1, 3 only
C.    1, 2, 3 only
D.   All of the above.

Answer : A,

Solution :

Coal cess has increased from Rs. 50 to Rs.100, statement 2 and 4 are not at all related to
question. India has taken substantial action to eliminate petroleum subsidies and gone beyond
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to impose substantial taxes on these products

Q.81 A GM or transgenic crop is a plant that has a novel combination of genetic material obtained
through the use of modern biotechnology. Consider the following regarding GM crops
1.    India has the third largest area planted under genetically modified (GM) crops after US and
Brazil.
2.    The first generation of GM crops resulted into increased nutritional and/or industrial traits.
3.    The second generation GM crops will feature increased nutritional and/or industrial traits
like Rice enriched with iron, vitamin A and E, and lysine and Potatoes with higher starch
content, and inulin
Select the correct code
A.   1 and 2
B.   2 and 3
C.    Only 1
D.   Only 3

Answer : D,

Solution :

India has the fourth largest area planted under genetically modified (GM) crops, according to
the International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-Biotech Applications (ISAAA) In the
developed world, there is clear evidence that the use of GM crops has resulted in significant
benefits. These include:

1. Higher crop yields

2. Reduced farm costs

3. Increased farm profit

4. Improvement in health and the environment

These “first generation” crops have proven their ability to lower farm-level production costs.

Now, research is focused on “second-generation” GM crops that will feature increased
nutritional and/or industrial traits. These crops will have more direct benefits to consumers.
Examples include:

1. Rice enriched with iron, vitamin A and E, and lysine

2. Potatoes with higher starch content, and inulin

3. Edible vaccines in maize, banana and potatoes

4. Maize varieties with low phytic acid and increased essential amino acids
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5. Healthier oils from soybean and canola

6. Allergen-free nuts

Q.82 Recently India has successfully launched a ‘Canister-Based’ nuclear capable AGNI-V missile.
Consider the following regarding this
1.    An advantage of canister based system is, it can be used for the launch of any missile
irrespective of its size.
2.    AGNI-V is the first missile to be tested on Canister based launch system.
Select the correct code-
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both
D.   None

Answer : D,

Solution :

A canister for a missile serves a duel function which provides an environmental container and a
launching tube. A canister launch system can be either hot launch, where the missile ignites in
the cell, or cold launch, where the missile is expelled by gas produced by a gas generator which
is not part of the missile itself, and then the missile ignites. In case of hot launches the problem
is the heat produced by the missile at the time of launch. The hot launch is better for small
missiles as the ejection part itself will be done by using missiles own engine. So it depends on
the size of missile – the feasibility of the system utilized for the ejection.The Shaurya missile is a
canister launched hypersonic surface-to-surface tactical missile developed by the Indian
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) for use by the Indian Armed Forces.

Q.83 Consider the following statements with reference to Multiple Independently targetable Reentry
Vehincle (MIRV)
1.    India possesses MIRV technology along with Russia, USA China, France and Brazil.
2.    It is a ballistic missile payload containing several warheads, each capable of being aimed to
hit one of a group of targets. IASbaba.com Iasbaba.com Page 17
Select the correct code-
A.   Only 1
B.   Only 2
C.    Both
D.   None

Answer : B,

Solution :

India is working on the development of MIRV technology. But right now there is no fully tested
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version of MIRV in any of Indian missiles. Only France, China, US, Russia and Brazil possesses
this technology.

Q.84 Heat waves was in news recently which killed more than 2,500 people in the year 2015 till June.
Consider the following statements regarding heat waves
1.       Heat wave’s adverse impact occurred mainly in Northern and Eastern region of India.
2.       Severe heat waves come under National Calamity just like cold waves.
3.       IMD recommended to declare a region as severeheat waves affected region if
temperature reached beyond 45 degree Celsius.
4.       It is a natural calamity found in tropical regions and not in temperate regions.
Choose the correct statement/s from the code
A.     1, 3 only
B.     2, 3, 4 only
C.      1, 2, 3 only
D.     All the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

Heatwaves impacted mainly in northern states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Eastern states like
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana.Central government has declared cold waves, tsunamis etc
as National Calamity but not heat waves. Thus recently after the heat waves took toll of many
lives country wide, there was a demand from experts as well as many states for heat waves to
be declared as National Calamity. Heat waves are the phenomenon found not only in tropical
regions but also in temperate regions. Example: UK experienced the severe heat waves in 2013.

Q.85 During monsoon season the ITCZ (inter tropical convergence zone) shifts almost upto 25 degree
North latitude over the Indian subcontinent while it rarely crosses 15 degree North latitude in
other
regions. This is because
1.       Vast landmass of Eurasia located to the North of the Equator.
2.       Intense low pressure over the Northwestern region of Indian subcontinent and over the
vast, high altitude Tibetan plateau pulls ITCZ Northwards.
3.       Shifting of Westerly jet streams to the North of Tibetan plateauat the end of the month of
May.
Choose the correct code from the following
A.     1, 2 only.
B.     2, 3 only.
C.      1, 3 only.
D.     All of the above.

Answer : D,

Solution :
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Inter tropical convergence zone is termed as a thermal equator and is the zone where the
Northeast and Southeast trade winds meet. This ITCZ shifts Northwards upto 25 degree North
latitude during the months of June-July. This is facilitated by all the above points
mentioned.Westerly jet streams: These shifts southward during winters because of the southern
shift of entire pressure belts by some 10 degree latitudes which is in turn because of Southern
shift of Sun towards Tropic of Capricorn during winters. These jet streams because of vast
Tibetan plateau,get bifurcated into2 parts, with one part traversing south of Himalyan
mountains and the other to the north of Tibetan plateau. With the advent of summers and
gradual shift of Sun towards Tropic of Cancer, the part of thejet streams to the South of
Himalayas gets weakened. At the end of the month of May the Westerly jet streams completely
shifts to the North of Himalayas and thus becomes stronger over the Central China and also
Japan. This Northern shift facilitates the Northward shift of ITCZ.

Q.86 The frequency of the cyclones is lower in Arabian sea when compared to Bay of Bengal. This is
because
1.       Arabian sea surface temperature is higher compared to that of Bay of Bengal.
2.       Bay of Bengal receives the remnants of the typhoons originated in Northwestern Pacific
ocean.
3.       Arabian sea receives the remnants of cyclones from Bay of Bengal.
Choose the correct code from the following
A.     1, 2 only.
B.     1, 3 only.
C.      2, 3 only.
D.     All the above.

Answer : C,

Solution :

Bay of Bengal being a closed and a smaller water body, it has higher surface temperature
compared to Arabian sea.

North Western region of Pacific ocean has the highest proportion of global tropical cyclones.
These

cyclones which originate in the Pacific ocean start moving towards south western direction and
finally reach Bay of Bengal. But by the time they reach, they almost lose their energy and only
remnants of cyclones reach Bay of Bengal. Similarly the cyclones originated in Bay of Bengal
reach Arabian sea but only remnants of cyclones after shedding their energy while traversing
over the peninsular landmass.

Q.87 Consider the following statements regarding tropical cyclones which is one of the important
determining factor for the success of Indian monsoons.
1.       These are termed as the heat engines, which derive their energy from the condensation
of water vapor into water droplets/drops.
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2.       More than 50% of the energy derived is utilized to sustain the wind movement around the
central eye.
3.       A mature cyclone releases energy equivalent to that of 100 hydrogen bombs.
Which of the following statements are NOT true
A.     1, 2only.
B.     1, 3only.
C.      2 only.
D.     None of the above.

Answer : C,

Solution :

The energy is derived from the condensation of water vapor into water droplets and of this only
meagre 3% is utilized for sustaining the wind movemnents.

Q.88 Snow line is a line above which no vegetation grows on high altitude mountains because of
permanent snow cover. This snow line is lower for Eastern Himalayas compared to that of
Western
Himalayas. What are the reasons?
Consider the following statements
1.       Eastern Himalayas are near to the Equator.
2.       Western Himalayas are more continental in their location thus has lesser maritime
influence.
3.       Southwest monsoon winds have the moderating effect on the Western Himalayas.
Choose the correct code
A.     1,2 only.
B.     1, 3 only.
C.      2, 3 only.
D.     All the above.

Answer : D,

Solution :

Statement 1 and 2 are self explanatory.

Bay of Bengal branch of the Southwest monsoon winds cause copious rainfall in the eastern
Himalayas while monsoon winds hardly reach Western Himalayas and thus causing no rainfall.
This higher rainfall leads to decrease in the height of snow line in the Eastern Himalayas.

Q.89 Coal bed methane is released during coal mining and is generally recommended to extract it
rather than letting it evaporate into the atmosphere when untapped because
1.       CBM if is not extracted can cause fire hazards while mining deep areas.
2.       CBM if allowed to escape into atmosphere, will get converted into carbon monoxide which
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is a potent green house gas.
Which of the statements is/are the correct reason/s?
A.     1 only.
B.     2 only.
C.      Neither 1 nor 2.
D.     Both 1 and 2.

Answer : B,

Solution :

CBM doesn’t cause any as such fire hazards if left un extracted.

CBM once extracted and used as a source of energy it will be less harmful to environment
because the burning of CBM releases majorly carbon dioxide. But if it is not extracted it will
escape into atmosphere and get converted into carbon monoxide which is more potent green
house gas than carbon dioxide.

Q.90 Consider the following statements regarding the production and reserves of copper in India.
1.       Rajasthan has the largest reserves of copper and is also the highest producer of copper in
India.
2.       India is self sufficient in copper production and also at times it has also exportedcopper to
countries like Japan, South Korea etc.
3.       Production of copper is a tedious job especially in India as the copper ore found in India
as it is of the lower grade compared to International grade of the ore.
Which are the correct statements?
A.     1 only.
B.     1, 3 only.
C.      2, 3 only.
D.     3 only.

Answer : D,

Solution :

Rajasthan although has the highest reserves, it is not the highest producer. Madhya Pradesh is
the highest producer currently. The production of copper in India always falls short of demand
and thus we export copper from countries like US, Japan, Canada etc.Third statement is true
because in India the metal content in the ore is quite low compared to international average.
The metal content is less than 1% in India while the international average stands at 2.5%.

Q.91 Consider the following statements regarding biogas which is a very important source of energy
in
rural areas.
1.       Biogas has a higher thermal efficiency compared to charcoal, cow dung, kerosene.
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2.       Not only biogas serves as a source of energy in the form of fuel but also can be used as
manure for farm crops.
3.       It is slightly less environment friendly as it releases green house gases when burnt as a
fuel.
Choose the incorrect code from the following
A.     1, 2 only.
B.     2, 3 only.
C.      3 only.
D.     None of the above.

Answer : C,

Solution :

Biogas typically refers to a mixture of different gases produced by the breakdown of organic
matter in the absence of oxygen. Biogas can be produced from raw materials such as
agricultural

waste, manure, municipal waste, plant material, sewage, green waste orfood waste. High levels

of methane are produced when such wastes is stored under anaerobic conditions. During
storage and when manure has been applied to the land, nitrous oxide is also produced as a
byproduct of the

denitrification process. Nitrous oxide (N2O) is 320 times more aggressive than carbon dioxide
and

methane 21 times more than carbon dioxide. Thus biogas production negates all these harmful
gases and thus it is a environment friendly gas.

Q.92 Consider the following statements which describe the properties of a particular metal
1.       It as a valuable metal of which the major ore is Wolfram.
2.       It is self hardening which it imparts to the steel when alloyed with the steel.
3.       Steel when alloyed with this metal, is used in manufacturing of ammunitions, armour
plates, heavy guns etc.
4.       Its alloys are heat resistant, corrosion resistant and hardfacing.
Choose the correct metal from the options
A.     Tungsten.
B.     Chromium.
C.      Copper.
D.     Titanium.

Answer : A,

Solution :
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none

Q.93 Consider the following statements regarding the atomic minerals.
1.       Uranium occurs both in the earth’s crust as well as sea water.
2.       India has one of the richest reserves of thorium in the world.
3.       US has the highest reserves of uranium in the world.
Which of the above statements are correct ?
A.     1 only.
B.     1, 2 only.
C.      2, 3 only.
D.     All the above.

Answer : B,

Solution :

Australia has the highest reserves of uranium and not the US.

Q.94 To bring prosperity and tranquility in north-eastern region of India what actions or plans you
think is/are good from given below
1.       Shift from voluminous crops to high value horticulture crops.
2.       More strict laws to counter insurgency.
3.       Policy to give boost to bamboo based handicraft industries.
4.       Laying down of rail tracks to increase connectivity among north-eastern cities.
Select the correct code
A.     1, 2, 3 only
B.     1, 3 only
C.      All of the above
D.     None

Answer : B,

Solution :

North-east region has rough terrain so possibility of laying down tracks wouldn’t be nice idea to
execute. It has been established by facts in history that peace was brought by negotiation
rather strict laws. Strict laws have yielded an atmosphere of animosity.

Q.95 What are the important commercial crops produced in Malabar region from given below:
1.       Coffee and tea
2.       Tobacco
3.       Betelnut
4.       Rubber
5.       Cashewnut
Select the correct code
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A.     1, 2, 3 only
B.     1, 3. 5 only
C.      All of the above
D.     1, 3, 4, 5 only

Answer : D,

Solution :

India year book page no. 6 Tobacco is mainly produced in Guntur and Prakasham district of
Andhra Pradesh and Kheda district of Gujrat.

Q.96 According to world biogeographic classification. India represents which two major realms
1.       Palearctic and Indo-Malayan
2.       Palearctic and Neo-arctic
3.       Neo-arctic and Indo-Malayan
Select the correct code
A.     Only 1
B.     1 and 2
C.      Only 3
D.     None

Answer : A,

Solution :

India year book page no. 6

Q.97 Consider the statements below:
1.       Central tribal belt is dominated by Proto-Australoid racial strain.
2.       Hills of southern India is inhabited by tribal of Negritoes racial strain.
3.       Negritoes racial strain is confined to islands of Andaman and Nicobar only.
Select the correct code
A.     1, 2 only
B.     1, 3 only
C.      3 only
D.     None

Answer : A,

Solution :

Read about puliyans, uralis living in southern hills . They are of negritoes racial strain

Q.98 National symbols hold a revered position among Indians. It is/was maintained and protected by
1.       Non-statutory instructions
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2.       Statutes
3.       Constitutional references
Select the correct code
A.     1, 2 only
B.     2, 3 only
C.      3 only
D.     All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Fundamental duties say about paying respect to national symbols. There are various legislation
pieces like the flag code of India 2002 which were legislated to seek compliance to standards
from citizens. India year book chapter no. 2

Q.99 Major initiatives envisaged to make ‘Digital India” campaign a success include
1.       Communication infrastructure and services
2.       Products like digital lockers, e-sign and e-hospital/ORS etc.
3.       Portals and apps
4.       Opening of research institutions
5.       Important Policies initiatives.
Select the correct code
A.     1, 2. 3only
B.     1, 2. 3. 5 only
C.      3 only
D.     All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

none

Q.100Union cabinet proposed amendment to the Prevention of corruption act 1988. Proposed
amendments include
1.       Punishment for both bribe giver and bribe taker.
2.       Enhances punishment terms.
3.       Non-monetary gratification is covered in the definition of gratification in the PCA 1988.
Select the correct code
A.     1, 2 only
B.     1, 3 only
C.      3 only
D.     All of the above
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Answer : D,

Solution :

http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/Corruption/LB- Prevention of Corruption (A) Bill
2013 - 2015 amendments.pdf

http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/Corruption/LB- Prevention of Corruption (A) Bill 2013 - 2015 amendments.pdf
http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/Corruption/LB- Prevention of Corruption (A) Bill 2013 - 2015 amendments.pdf

