
©   Text: Desmond Guilfoyle 2011  http://omega-constellation-collectors.blogspot.com/                                                                         1 
This article may not be reproduced or stored on any third party  server without permission 
   

Omega Constellation Jumbo 168.001 
 
 
 
 
One model that appears infrequently on global internet auctions is the Omega Constellation 168.001, a 
37mm monster (comparatively speaking) that was produced by Omega from 1962 to late 1966.  Often, 
these models sport refinished dials when they do surface.......and there is a perfectly logical reason for 
this. 
 

 
 
 
 

Omega Constellation  168.001. Original dial, sharp bezel and lugs. Incorrect Crown. Courtesy Stefan. 
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The 168.001 was produced only for the Japanese, Singaporean, Thai and Indonesian catchment areas. 
Three of those four markets enjoy or, rather, suffer, tropical weather conditions, which expose watches 
to the ravaging effects of high humidity and temperature. When seals wear, particularly at the crown, 
the tropical environment encroaches causing steel parts of movements to rust and dials to succumb to 
humidity. This is a plausible explanation for the higher incidence of refinished dials on the 168.001s 
coming from those countries today. 
 
Another somewhat curious aspect of the 19mm lug 168.001 is its 37mm size. One would have 
imagined that larger watches would have been earmarked for high-protein countries, such as the US 
and other developed markets where wrists and waistlines had thickened noticeably over the decades. 
Japan, Singapore, Indonesia and Thailand, for example, did not enjoy the affluence observed today 
and were low protein countries with attendant body types to match, including wrist diameters that even 
Calista Flockhart would have been happy to have!  
 

One can hypothesise however 
that a larger number of 168.001s 
may have found their way to 
Japan. Japan’s middle class was 
recovering after the devastation 
of war 17 years earlier and 
Omega had exceptional 
penetration of that market. 
Thailand had a rural economy, 
Singapore was a swamp with a 
few shop houses and colonial 
vestiges and Indonesia was a 
seething mass of poverty ruled 
by an elite - much the same as it 
is today. So, one cannot imagine 
these markets to be particularly 
thriving. 
 
While few pristine examples 
appear to emerge in original 
condition from the tropical 
countries, quite a number of 
good examples have surfaced in 
the Japanese market over time. 
 
The Constellation jumbo was not 
produced in solid gold, and came 
in both stainless steel and gold 
capped versions.  

 
Pie pan dials do not appear to have been available, domed dials being the norm. The Constellation 
script and uppercase lettering are the same as other models of the period and the MOY standard 
applies. 
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A decagonal crown was used, as 
seen in the picture opposite, 
however because of the limited 
spare parts for this model, many of 
the examples I have seen sport a 
range of replacement crowns. 
 
The 168.001 case is a larger 
version of case 14963, featuring the 
deep chamfer on the bezel and 
long, curved lugs demanding 19mm 
end-pieces for bracelets.  I have 
seen several BOR bracelets 
attached that have the larger 19mm 
end pieces attached to normal size 
links. 
 
Powered by the calibre 561 
calendar movement, with serial 
numbers in the late eighteen to 
twenty-four million range depending 
on production date, the movement 
was fitted with a spacer, seen 
opposite, to position it securely in 
the larger 37mm case. 
 
In all the examples I have seen over 
time, the case back medallion has 
always been 14k gold, seen 
opposite below, in contradiction to 
the normal standard of stainless 
medallions on stainless models and 
14k gold on gold capped models 

What factors impact on the 
collectability quotient of these 
models?  Firstly, the jumbo is a 
novelty in-as-much as it was a very 
large watch for the times. Secondly, 
it is less common that other 
Constellation mainstream models of 
the period. Thirdly, pristine 
examples, usually from Japan, that 
meet factory specifications fully 
(including decagonal crown) 
emerge infrequently on globalised 
internet markets.  Fourthly, serious 
collectors of vintage Omega 
Constellations, I think, would wish to have an example in their collection. So, I believe the Constellation 
Jumbo is an eminently collectible model. 


