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Receiving an offer is one thing. 
Accepting an offer is quite another. 

  

The problem for all of us:  Separation from God 
We are on one side of the endless chasm, and God is on the other. 

“In those days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded 
from citizenship…you did not know the covenant promises God had 
made…you lived in this world without God and without hope… 
Once you were far away from God.”  Ephesians 2:12-13 

 

 Our sin makes us guilty, separating us from our perfect and holy God.  
 Our guilt—if we don’t deal with it—leads to condemnation.   
 A broken relationship means we’ve made ourselves God’s enemies. 
 Without Jesus’ forgiveness, we experience the worst kind of death. 
 

 Every other religion is an attempt initiated by human effort to 
bridge the chasm between us and God.  We do more, try harder.  

 Our attempts to reach God on our own always fall short. 
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23 

 
God’s offer to all of us:  take the Bridge he’s provided  
God initiated a bridge—His only Son—to span the chasm between us and 
Him.  At great cost, he offers a way for us to come back to Him. 

“There is one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and 
humanity—the man Christ Jesus.  He gave his life to purchase 
freedom for everyone.”  1 Timothy 2:5-6; Ephesians 2:16 

 

 There’s no other way to be truly forgiven—and to know God. 
“There is salvation in no one else!  God has given no other name 
under heaven by which we must be saved.”  Acts 4:12; John 14:6 
 

 Putting my trust in Jesus—the only Bridge—changes everything. 
“Once you were far away from God, but now you have been 
brought near to him through the blood of Christ.  For Christ 
himself has brought peace to us.” Ephesians 2:13 

My response:  Receive and Follow Christ 
Receiving an offer is one thing.  Accepting an offer is quite another. 

“God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take 
credit for this; it is a gift from God.  Salvation is not a reward for the 
good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.”  Eph. 2:8 

 
 The Bridge does us no good unless we take it. 

“Be careful that none of you be found to have fallen short…For we 
also have had the good news preached to us, just as they did, but 
the message they heard was of no value to them, because those 
who heard did not combine it with faith.”  Hebrews 4:1-2 

 
 The way to experience God’s design for me:  accept Christ. 

“To all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to 
become children of God.”  John 1:12 
 
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can 
come to the Father except through me.’”  John 14:6 
 

Lord Jesus, I trust you today.  I trust in your death to forgive my 
sins.  I believe you came back from death, and that you are the 
one true bridge to a relationship with God.  Today I want to move 
from guilty to forgiven.  From being condemned to being your 
friend.  I believe you can change my future destination from eternal 
death to eternal life.  With all that I am… I trust in you.  Lead me 
from this day forward.  In your name I pray, Amen. 

 
 

New series launches next Sunday, April 23 
Do you have lingering questions about Christianity?  Join us for a new 
series starting next Sunday, where we’ll explore questions such as: 
 

 What does the Bible say about doubts that I have? 
 Has Science disproved Christianity and God? 
 How can a loving God send people to Hell? 
 Isn't the church responsible for a lot of injustice and hypocrisy?  
 Isn't it arrogant to say there's just one true religion?   
 How can a good God allow so much suffering in the world? 

 
Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 

You can watch today’s message—and previous ones—at gracecma.org (media) 


