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Snapshot #2 Francis Asbury and Harry Hoosier Baptizing 

This second snapshot of history begins with one of the most important letters ever written by 

John Wesley. It is the famous letter which has been called the Magna Charta of American 

Methodism. This is the letter which Wesley wrote after America had gained her 

independence. Mr. Wesley took the bold step of authorizing the ordaining of Thomas Coke 

and Francis Asbury as bishops (general superintendents), independent of the Church of 

England. This letter was written on September 10, 1784. Asbury had already set America on 

fire for thirteen years with hundreds of new churches and thousands of new believers, but all 

as a lay person – a lay exhorter. There were no ordained Methodist clergy to administer the 

sacraments and fifty thousand Christians who had received Christ, but who had not been 

baptized. You will recall that Wesley had recalled all Methodist ministers back to England 

during the revolution and only Asbury remained behind. All of this changed with the letter 

from Wesley. Francis Asbury was a lay exhorter as he arose on Christmas Day on Saturday 

in 1784. Before Christmas was over he was ordained a deacon, on Sunday he became an 

elder, and on Monday, he was ordained a Bishop – it was the fastest rise to the episcopacy 

in history – from lay person to Bishop in three days! 

The day this famous Christmas Conference in Baltimore, Maryland was over, Francis Asbury 

got on his horse and headed out to reap the harvest. He took with him Harry Hoosier, who 

along with Richard Allen, became two of the earliest African American preachers in our 

history (Richard Allen Chapel in Wilmore / Harry Hoosier Institute on the Orlando 

campus). You should know that at this time 20% of all Methodists were African American. 
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Asbury and Hoosier baptized so many people that Asbury wrote in his journal that on any 

given day Asbury and Hoosier would baptize more people than a typical parish minister back 

in England would baptize during his entire ministry. That is a missional bishop! No church 

wants or needs a paper pushing bishop. What we need are baptizing bishops… preaching 

bishops… church planting bishops! This is the route which Francis Asbury – now Bishop 

Asbury – is marking out for us. 

I’m not sure what mental picture you have in your mind of what a missional church might look 

like. Perhaps your mind might run quickly to Augustine of Canterbury baptizing tens of 

thousands of Anglo Saxons, or Alopen (also in the 7
th
 century) in the imperial courts of 

China. Perhaps you think of Bartolome de las Casas bearing witness to Muslims in N. Africa, 

or Francis Xavier baptizing on the coast of India, both in the 16
th
 century, or Sung-Heun Lee, 

the great Korean church planter in the 18
th
century. But, I can’t help but believe that the 

picture of Francis Asbury and Harry Hoosier baptizing hundreds of new believers on the 

American frontier must be one of the great missional, gospel snapshots of all time. 

 


