
Count to tell the number of objects.   
 
4.  Understand the relationship between 
numbers and quantities; connect counting to 
cardinality.     

 
     a.  When counting objects, say the number 

names in the standard order, pairing each 
object with one and only one number name 
and each number name with one and only 
one object. 

 
One on One Book 
You will need heavy paper, black construction paper 
cut in ¾” squares, glue, and book rings to make this 
book.  Glue a 
specific number 
of squares on 
each page as 
shown.  Write 
the numeral at 
the top and the 
word at the 
bottom.  
Children take 
manipulatives 
(counting bears, 



cereal, pennies, shells) and match them up one-to-
one with the squares on each page. 
 
• Vary this activity by using seasonal objects, such 

as pumpkin seeds, holiday erasers, and other 
small toys. 

 
• Give children experiences daily in one-to-one 

correspondence by asking them to pass out 
snacks, put pegs in holes, or match puzzle pieces.   

 
• Let children match one to one by putting tennis 

balls in a muffin pan or cotton balls in an ice 
cube tray.   

 
 
Touch and Count – As you do daily counting 
activities, constantly remind the children to “touch 
and count.”  Model this and then ask the children to 
follow along. 
 
Gummy Bears  (Is Everybody Happy? CD) 
(Tune:  “Five Little Ducks That I Once Knew”) 
Down at the candy store, what did I see? 
Five little gummy bears smiling at me.    
  (Hold up 5 fingers.) 
Along came (child’s name) with a penny one day. 
They bought a (color) one and took it away. 
 



Make gummy bears out of red, yellow, blue, green, 
and purple construction paper.  Choose five children 

to hold the 
bears.  Pass out 
pennies to five 
other  
children.  As 
their name is 
sung in the 
song, children 
give a penny in 
exchange for 
the bear.   
 

*Change the words of this song for different seasons.  
You can also change the amount of objects and the 
money used.  For example: 
 
Down at the pumpkin patch what did I see?   
Ten little pumpkins orange as can be.   
Along came (child’s name) with a dollar one day.   
She bought a big one and she took it away. 
 



 
Finger Plays and Songs 
“Over in the Meadow,” “Ten in the Bed,” “Monkeys 
and the Alligator,” “One Small Noodle” and many 
other rhymes will help children develop the concept 
of matching objects and their number name.  Visit Dr. 
Jean's Site for words.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(4)b.  Understand that the last number name 
said tells the number of objects counted.  The 
number of objects is the same regardless of their 
arrangement or the order in which they were 
counted. 
 
 
 

http://www.drjean.org/html/monthly_act/act_2008/01_Jan/pg08.html
http://www.drjean.org/html/monthly_act/act_2008/01_Jan/pg08.html


Flannel Board 
Arrange a specific number of objects on the flannel 
board.  Count.  Invite a child to rearrange the items.  
Recount.  Continue moving objects around and 
counting. 
 
*You can do similar activities with books, blocks, and 
other classroom objects.   
 
Birthday Cake Math 
Cut birthday cakes out of construction paper.  Write 
a different numeral on each cake.  Children count 

out real 
candles and 
put them on 
the cakes. 

 

*Children can 
also make 
cakes out of 
play dough 
and make 
appropriate 
sets with 
candles. 



 
Pencil Pocket Book 
Attach several pencil pockets together with book 
rings.  Put a label on each pencil pocket as shown.  
Write numerals or number words on the labels.  
Children make 
the appropriate 
set in the pencil 
pocket and 
then zip it shut. 
 
*Use crayons, 
colored 
toothpicks, 
poker chips, 
novelty erasers, 
balloons, and other flat objects for this activity.  
Children estimate how many items are in each pencil 
pocket and then take them out to confirm. 
 
Set Cards   
Take index cards and write numerals on them (0-10).  
Have the child clip clothespins on the cards to 
correspond with the numeral.  For example on “5” 
she would clip five clothespins. 
 
 
 
 



Number Grid Game   
Make a grid and write numerals 1-6 at the bottom.  
Roll a die and color in a box on the grid for that 
number.  Which number will win?  
 

*Children could play this game with a partner or small 
group. 
 
 



 
(4)c.  Understand that each successive number 
name refers to a quantity that is one larger. 
 
 
Parking Lot 
Draw off a parking lot with a set of dots in each 
space similar to the one shown.  Write numerals on 

toy cars with a 
permanent 
marker.  
Children match 
the cars with the
correct parking 

 

 
 

l order, 

ath 
oncepts. 

space. 
*You can also
use cars with
numerals for 
numerica
addition, 

ordinals, place value, and to reinforce other m
c
 
Number Line 
Make a number line on the floor with masking tape.  
Let children take turns hopping on the number line as
they count.  Step on three.  W

 
hat is one more?  Hop 

o eight.  What is one more? t



 
Ruler Game 
Give children a ruler to use as a number line.  Have 
them point to the numbers as they count on the ruler.   

an you find 6?  What’s 1 more than 6? C
 
Granny’s Arithmetic 
Granny, Granny, sick in bed, (Sway from side to side 
Called the doctor and the doctor said,  as you clap     

snap to the beat.) 
t sick. 

ll you need is arithmetic!” 

hands in  

wn  

o the right and shakey, shakey.   (Shake hands right.) 

un! 

ore, 
re than it was before. 

+1=5.        Chorus 

                                                       or 
“Get up, Granny! You’re no
A
 
Chorus: 
So hands up and shakey, shakey.  (Put your 
                                                             the air.) 
Hands down and shakey, shakey.  (Put hands do
                                                             and shake.) 
To the left and shakey, shakey.      (Shake hands left.) 
T
 
Granny, now we’re having f
Let’s try adding up by one. 
A number plus one is just one m
One mo
1+1=2. 
2+1=3. 
3+1=4. 
4



 
5. Count to answer “how many?” questions 
about as many as 20 things arranged in a line, 
rectangular array, or a circle, or as many as 
things in a scattered configuration; given a 

10 

umber from 1-20, count out that many objects. n
 
Scatter and Count 
Make a set of children and count.  Have them stand
in a line and count.  Have them make a circle and
count.  

 
 

Have them scatter around the room and 
ount. c

 
Popcorn Math 
Pass out paper plates and a cup full of popcorn to 
each child.  Ask them to count out ten kernel
place them on their plate.  Place the kernels 
together.  How many now?  Put the popcorn in a line. 
How many now?  C

s and 

 
ontinue making different sets and 

th is also a fun way to do addition and 
ubtraction. 

rearranging them. 
*Popcorn ma
s
 
Piggy Bank 
Fill a plastic piggy bank with 1-20 pennies.  Dump the
pennies out.  Count.  Insert the pennies back in the 
bank.  How many pennies do we have now?  Dump 

 

them out and count them again.  Stack the pennies.   



How many are there now?  Lay them out in a row.  
How many now?  
*Use different amounts of pennies and let the 
children count them and arrange them in different 
ways. 
 
# Hunt Homework 
Prepare a number hunt with pictures or words of 
different objects around the home.  Children count 
each item and then write the numeral down.  For 
example: 
Televisions______   People_______ 
Chairs__________   Pets__________ 
Lamps__________  Eyes__________ 
Sinks____________  Bikes__________ 
Monkeys (That’s a joke, but a good way to 
understand zero.) 


