
Introduction 
(Position in plain sight the largest gift-wrapped box you can provide. 
Inside, place enough “Hidden Gift of Christmas” gifts for the number 
of worshipers you anticipate. You may want to include several extra, 
just in case.) 

Think back for a moment to your childhood experiences with 
Christmas. What’s the biggest package you can ever remember 
receiving? Big packages catch our eyes even now, don’t they? 
Somehow, it seems that the bigger the box, the bigger our curiosity. 
We ask ourselves over and over again, “What could it be?” 
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Taking It Home 
Some of you may have been wondering what’s in my box. There 
is, of course, no box on earth big enough to contain the gift Jesus 
delivered to us. But as you take this gift home today, I pray that 
you will cherish even more fully the precious gift the heavenly 
Father sent to earth that first Christmas. When you look carefully 
at this Christmas tree, you’ll see the “hidden” gift of Christmas—
the cross. I pray that God will give you opportunities to share his 
hidden gift, the real gift amidst all the Christmas wrappings, with 
the many people around you who so desperately need the gift of 
eternal life! 

The Hidden Gift  
of Christmas



Getting to the Heart 
In Romans 6:23, the apostle Paul describes for us the biggest 
Christmas gift he ever received. He writes, “The gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

~Gift. Why is it that we will drive 50 miles out of our way to 
collect a “free gift” some company or other offers customers as a 
promotion, yet we somehow want to find a way to earn, rather 
than simply collect, God’s free gift of eternal life? 

A few years ago, a Christian teen opened the front door to find 
a Jehovah’s Witness and her 11-year-old daughter standing 
on the front step. The teenager listened politely to the visitor’s 
answer to his first question: “What do I have to do to get eternal 
life?” The answer, of course, went on and on: commitment to a 
local Kingdom Hall, attendance at endless classes and meetings, 
numbers of door-to-door visits. Finally, the teen asked, “Have you 
ever given your daughter a gift?” The woman replied that she had. 
“What did you make her do to earn it?” asked the teen. “Why, 
nothing,” answered the mom. The teen then, kindly but firmly, 
quoted today’s verse—“The gift of God . . .” The mother and 
daughter left quickly after, but not before the teen saw a flicker of 
interest in the girl’s eyes. 

~God. Children, in their excitement, sometimes just rip the paper 
off a gift they’re opening, while adults usually are polite enough 
to glance first at the tag attached. Romans 6:23 places the gift tag 
right up front. The gift comes to us from God himself.

Until now, Paul has been using a powerful word picture—that of 
slavery—to describe human life without Christ. Imagine a slave 
opening a Christmas package to find in it enough money to buy 
redemption, freedom! None of us could have amassed enough to 
buy our way out of sin’s slavery. (See Isaiah 1:11–13; 41:28–29; 
59:16; Jeremiah 51:17–18; Romans 3:12.) And if we can’t earn 
freedom for ourselves, we surely cannot earn it for our fellow slaves!

The first words of Romans 6:23 describe the only thing we have 
managed to earn: “The wages of sin is death.” Slaving for sin now 
in this world is bad enough. But remember, when we come to 
the end of our career as sin’s slaves here on earth, we deserve to 
collect one last full and final payment—eternal death, existence 
away from God and his compassion forever! Believe me, this is 
one paycheck you do not want to cash! How glad we can be that 
“God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life” ( John 3:16). Only God could have set us free from 
sin and death! Only God would have given this gift of redemption, 
of freedom, to guilty sinners like you and me. 

~Eternal life. Few people count grammar among their favorite 
subjects in school. But it’s worth noting that the English 
translators of Romans 6:23 use the present tense of the verb. 

We don’t have to wait until heaven to unwrap and enjoy this gift; 
it belongs to us right now. This gift is ours now, and it will be ours 
forever! Right now, we can enjoy a peace that grows from our new 
life as God’s free and dearly loved people! The guilt is gone! The 
meaninglessness is gone! The fear of death is gone!

~Through Jesus Christ our Lord. This gift is free to us, but it cost 
the heavenly Father the lifeblood of his only Son.

God’s gift of eternal life belongs to us “in Jesus Christ,” and only 
in him! In a sense, the wood of the manger and the wood of the 
cross came from the same tree; they both represent the enormous 
sacrifice God made to bring us back to himself. The cross (along 
with the manger, for that matter) scandalizes and insults many in 
our world, just as when the apostles first preached it (for example, 
in 1 Corinthians 1:23, “stumbling block” is translated skandalon). 
That’s no doubt why our culture tries a little harder every year to 
gut Christmas of its true meaning. But without the tree of the 
cross, our Christmas trees would mean little or nothing. 


