
Bible in 52 Weeks: Week 40  
Jesus Washes Feet 

! Share a time with one another when someone did something very kind for you 
unexpectedly. How did you feel about it? Were you uncomfortable? Share your highs/lows and 
God moments with one another.  

! Read John 13: 1-20 or page 462-463 (we’ll read the rest of the story next week!)  

Conversation Starters:  

For children:  

• Have you ever experienced a foot washing? What did you like/not like about it?  

• What do you think Jesus means about making us clean? Is it more than just our bodies 
that need a bath?  

• What do you normally do to get ready to eat? In Jesus’ time, washing feet when someone 
came to your home was a way of getting ready for dinner!  

• Jesus was serving the disciples by washing their feet. How can you serve your family or 
friend?  

For youth/adults: 

• In ancient times, washing feet was a way of welcoming a guest, but usually only the 
servants performed this task. What is a way that we welcome guests today? 

• Have you experienced a foot washing? Was it significant for you? 

• What else can foot washing symbolize?  

• Would a hand washing ritual in our culture make more sense today?  

• What would it be like to be served by someone in authority over you, such as a 
supervisor, etc.? Would that be uncomfortable? How do you think the disciples felt?  

• How is Jesus washing the disciples feet an example for us and how we are to live? 

• How is this act connected to our baptisms? 



Activities for all:  

• Children: wash/rinse the dishes after dinner each night this week for your parents. 
(Parents, you’re welcome!) 

• As you water plants, your garden or other flowers, say a prayer for thanksgiving for 
water. 

• Water is a precious resource. Work on ways to conserve water this week. Shorter 
showers, turning off the water while you brush your teeth, lower water pressure as you 
wash dishes, watering the lawn at night, etc. Go on www.elca.org and donate to the Well 
Project. 

• Wash one another’s hands before a meal and offer this blessing +You are clean through 
Christ+ 

• Collect towels, water bottles, soap and shampoo for shelters or to hand out to people 
whom you encounter living on the streets.  

! Have a bowl of water on the table and dip your finger into the water and make the 
sign of the cross on your forehead. Through Christ you are clean from your head to your toes, 
inside and out! Offer prayers for all to have access to clean water. Pray to be a servant to your 
neighbor this week.  

! +Serve how Jesus taught us+ 

http://www.elca.org

