
A story is told of an old man 

who was walking along the 

sea.  On the beach where he 

walked were thousands of 

starfish that had washed up 

out of the sea and were dy-

ing.  As the old man walked 

along, he would lean down, 

pick up a starfish, and throw 

it back into the sea. 

Further down the beach a 

young man happened to see 

what the old man was doing.  

He watched for awhile and 

then ran to catch up with the 

old man.  “Sir, there are 

thousands of starfish out 

here; surely you don’t think 

that what you are doing can 

make a difference.”  With 

that, the old man leaned 

down, picked up another 

starfish and threw it into the 

sea.  “I made a difference for 

that one” he answered. 

This is one of my favorite 

stories.  Whether it is true or 

not, what is important is 

that it expresses a principle 

that one person can make a 

difference.  However, unlike 

the starfish, when we touch 

or save the life of another 

person, that person doesn’t 

simply wash back into soci-

ety and go on his or her 

merry way.  A change takes 

place that can produce life-

long benefits, have an eter-

nal reward,  and cause a 

ripple effect in the lives of 

others. 

A young woman came into 

Bella where she had a nega-

tive pregnancy test.  Had 

she been pregnant, her in-

tention was to have an abor-

tion.  While talking to the 

client advocate, she dis-

closed that she had Bipolar 

Disorder which contributed 

to a very poor self-image.  

Because of the discourage-

ment that she expressed, a 

discussion on the value of 

human life from a Biblical 

perspective took place.  

Before the young woman 

left, the client advocate 

sensed that the client had 

not only gained a new per-

spective on the value of all 

human life (including her 

own) but that she was open 

to discussing the Gospel 

message.  The good news 

was presented in a very easy 

manner.  The young woman 

prayed to accept Christ and 

left as a new person. An 

eternal difference was made 

for this one. 

One of the things we see 

again and again at Bella is 

that those who come in for 

services share the hope they 

have found here.  Not sur-

prisingly, the majority of our 

clients come here 

because of friends 

who said, “They 

helped me, I know 

they can help you 

too.” 

For a client who comes to 

know Jesus Christ in a per-

sonal way, eternal life will no 

longer be a religious phrase, 

it will be a reality.  Perhaps 

she will tell another – and 

another.  More lives 

touched, and more lives 

changed for eternity. 

A woman with grown chil-

dren phoned Bella for infor-

mation about our ultrasound 

program.  She already had 

an appointment scheduled 

for an abortion but had also 

noticed our ad in the yellow 

pages.  The word 

“ultrasound” stood out and 

her thoughts keep returning 

to it.  Maybe it would be 

worth having an ultrasound 

to see what it would show. 

She decided to make an-

other appointment, this 

time at Bella, where a nurse 

assisted her with a preg-

nancy test and an ultra-

sound.  She broke down 

crying during the ultrasound 

and asked if it would be okay 

to phone her husband.  She 

told him on the phone that  
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Continued from page one… 

she had changed her mind and 

wanted to keep this baby.  Later, 

a concern about down-syndrome 

caused the woman to contact the 

nurse at Bella again to discuss 

her situation. In the end, she kept 

her resolve to carry to term and 

gave birth to a healthy baby.  A 

difference “for life” was made for 

this family. 

When a mother makes a decision 

to give the baby in her womb life, 

she will often tell the child about 

the miraculous choice she made.  

This story won’t be one that con-

tains slogans and sound bites, 

because it is a personal one.  And 

it is these personal stories that, 

person by person,  turn a culture 

toward life. 

One person does make a differ-

ence in the life of another, and 

that difference doesn’t stop with 

one.  Every person who comes in 

our door is a divine appointment 

and every choice for life is cele-

brated.  One life matters.  One 

life counts.  And one life leads to 

another – and another…and 

another. 

Thank you for believing in us.  

Your prayers, your financial sup-

port and your willingness to 

volunteer impact lives, one at a 

time.  If you haven’t had the 

opportunity, we would love to 

have you join us.  Like the old 

man and the starfish, “it makes a 

difference to this one.”  And yet, 

because we are talking about 

precious lives, our efforts do so 

much more. 

A Thought From the Executive Director 

“One person does 

make a difference in 

the life of another, 

and that difference 

doesn’t stop with 

one.” 
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Bella’s 2010 Vital Statistic Report 

New Clients   133 

 Female   115 

 Male     18 

Return Clients     26 

Pregnancy Test Clients    91 

 Positive Tests    53 

 Negative Tests 38 + 5 retests 

 Tests at Doctor    23 

Ultrasound Confirmations    53 

Ultrasound Model Program Scans   68 

Clients who received pregnancy counsel   98 

Clients who chose to carry to term 76 

Clients who chose abortion    3 

Client who chose adoption    1 

Miscarriages     8 

Clients whose results are unknown   1 

Earn While You Learn clients 47 

One-on-one abstinence counsel 23 

Post abortion help     1 

Clients who received spiritual counsel           

and/or a Gospel presentation 64 

Total Client Visits for 2010              537 

 

Bella is seeking volunteers to help in the following areas of need: 

Church Liaisons     Walk for Life Fundraising Committee  

Dessert Gala Fundraising Committee  In-office Client Advocates* 

Helpline  Workers*    Volunteer Nurse Sonographer* 

Boutique Helpers     People to update Bella’s resource files  

*Completion of Bella’s Volunteer Training Seminar is required for these positions.  The next Volunteer Training is 

planned for June, 2011.  In addition, ultrasound training is required for volunteer nurses.  Please call Roxie or Jodie 

at Bella for more information on these important training opportunities.  

Volunteer Opportunities 

 



Center Director/Nurse Notes by Jodie Baxendale 
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Just a few weeks ago, I spoke at 

a church about Bella's Baby 

Bottle Campaign.  I remember 

wondering afterward if my 

message to the congregation 

was delivered with understand-

ing.  I really lamented about it.  

Later that day, a good friend 

(who happened to be at the 

service) commented that one of 

the “standout" statements of 

my presentation was, "we have 

delivered over 800 baby bottles 

to our supporting churches this 

year.  If each of you would con-

sider just $10.00 in your baby 

bottle could you imagine the 

result?  Eight hundred baby 

bottles with $10.00 each in 

them?  That’s eight thousand 

dollars to Bella!"  (Since then, 

I’ve discovered that we deliv-

ered over 1,000 baby bottles to 

churches!) 

Looking back, I am amazed!  

We are now over $13,000 and 

bottles are still coming back!  

We are so very, very grateful 

and my lamenting has turned 

to joy. 

The Campaign has been a great 

success.  In 2010, we had seven 

churches participate and we 

were very thankful.  This year 

we tripled our churches with 23 

plus one organization!  We 

have also tripled our donations 

from last year’s campaign!  We 

thank the Lord for the success.  

We are grateful to each and 

every single person and family 

who participated.  Thank you 

for your support!  We also want 

to thank our supporting pastors 

for allowing us to conduct the 

Baby Bottle Boomerang Cam-

paign in their churches.  This 

event wouldn't have been suc-

cessful if it wasn't for your help 

and support.  Thank you so 

very, very much.  Participating 

churches include: 

Emmanuel Baptist 

First Baptist, Spearfish 

Calvary Chapel 

Calvary Temple AOG 

Summit Open Bible 

NH Church of Christ 

Slim Buttes Lutheran 

Grace Lutheran  

Mt. View Baptist 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran 

Believers Fellowship 

Calvary Baptist 

Christian Life Center 

North Point Christian 

St. Paul’s Catholic 

First Wesleyan, Sturgis 

St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Countryside Community 

St. Joseph’s Catholic 

Grace Fellowship 

St. Patrick’s Catholic 

Belle Fourche Wesleyan 

St. Ambrose Catholic 

Fellowship of Christian Athletics 

 

 

   

Baby Bottle Boomerang Campaign by Chris Jewett, Donor Care/Developer  

“Looking back, I am 

amazed!  We are now 

over $13,000 and 

bottles are still  

coming in!” 

“Self worth influ-

ences each of our 

decisions and can 

significantly alter the 

course in which a 

crisis is managed.” 

Self worth.   “Nothing depreciates self-worth faster than regret, anger, or fear.”  Most self worth 

starts with deposits made throughout childhood, but as withdrawals are made in the teen years, are 

young adults left with a balance in the red?  Self worth influences each of our decisions and can 

significantly alter the course in which a crisis is managed.   

Bella is often a place clients land after a troubled and varied past.  We try to meet them where they 

are, love them and show them respect.  What is provoking is how often we love and respect them 

more than they love and respect themselves.  This lack of self worth often predisposes them for 

more risky behaviors.   

One client presented herself to be articulate and career oriented.  But she also revealed a lack of 

self worth stemming from her childhood.  Being sexually abused as a child, promiscuous since her 

early teens, dozens of sexual partners, abusive relationships, and stated no faith or belief.  She 

stated no one had ever taken the time to tell her she was valuable.  She laughed at those words at 

first, and then sadness came over her.  What difference would that have made in her life?  To know 

she had value, self worth and the right to preserve that value. Or that there were even alternate 

choices she could have made for herself.   

What opportunities are we missing in the young women (and men) we cross paths with?  Can we 

communicate their value, so they too know and believe their own self worth?  “A positive self worth 

makes us more productive. People with a healthy self image set goals and work hard at achieving 

them. They take responsibility for their actions and see themselves as contributors in every aspect 

of their life.” (www.allaboutlifechallenges.org) 



Huge thanks goes to……... 

 

Bella Needs…….. 
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We’ve had many requests for a needs list in the past few months.  Here are some great donation/service 

opportunities to help Bella this year: 

Make a donation to pay our theatre ads that are coming due in June.  Cost of three ads on six screens 

at the local movie theatre (where our client demographic frequents) is $1500. 

Make a donation for flowers and new pots (we lost two due to weather this winter) to create a warm, 

welcoming atmosphere for clients as they come up to our building.  Or better yet, bring the flowers 

and plant them for us!  Approximate cost of flowers and two new pots:  $55.00 

With the website up and going, we debated about dropping yellow page ads and listings this year 

due to the expense.  But then one of the staff shared a story about a woman who had seen our ad in 

the yellow pages while looking for an abortion clinic. She decided to call us, and to make a long story 

short, she now has a beautiful baby girl!  Cost of our upcoming yellow page ads and listings will be 

$1529.20 for the year.  

Pay for patient drapes and gloves (needed!) for the ultrasound room ($132.70/year or $66.35/6 

months) 

Keeping newborn diapers and wipes on the shelves of our Baby & Me Boutique has been challenging.  

Diapers are approximately $9.00 per pack and a large container of diaper wipes is approximately 

$3.00.  

Donate $1,000 toward the pay-down of our mortgage ($140,000 outstanding) 

Volunteer on one of our  fundraising committees  to help with the Walk for Life (scheduled for May 7) 

or the Dessert Gala (scheduled for October 27) 

Volunteer as a church liaison (we greatly need YOU!!!!!)  

Volunteer to help us update our referral book of community resources.   

 To Enos Ray for working on our roof and Lyle Haak for continued maintenance and repairs to our building 

and for maintaining our grounds. 

To Barry and Donna Wilkening for their help in our practical needs ministry.  Barry built some wonderful 

shelves in our storage area to help us stay organized, and Donna keeps the Baby & Me Boutique looking 

good and running smoothly!! 

To those people, families, and businesses (you know who you are) who have blessed us with generous 

cash donations the last couple of months! Your donations could not have come at a better time and our 

hearts are filled with gratitude for your help and support!!   

To the many churches and individuals who have brought in clothing, diapers, wipes, and a wide variety of 

other maternity and baby items for our Baby & Me Boutique.  Our clients love the selections that your 

donations provide when they “shop” in the boutique.  Thank you for making a big difference in their lives! 

Special thanks to Thrivent for Life, Tot ‘n Teen Mother’s Club, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church ladies, Trinity 

Guild, Emmanuel Baptist Church, Calvary Baptist Church, Slim Buttes Lutheran Church, Northern Hills 

Church of Christ and First Baptist Church in Sturgis for the shower of new baby items and other gifts that 

you’ve brought to Bella in the last few months.  Your donations have blessed Bella and the beautiful 

women we serve! 

Many thanks…….. 

Looking for a fun way to 

bless Bella this spring?  

How about participating 

in the annual Walk for 

Life?  This is a fun event 

that the entire family 

can do!  Details are on 

the brochure in this 

newsletter!! 



Sponsor A Day is a fun way to honor a special day in your, or 

a loved-one's, life and support the important work of the 

Bella Pregnancy Resource Center.  Here's how it works:  We 

took our annual projected budget and divided the expenses 

by the days Bella is open each year.  Included in the budget is 

everything from light bulbs to pregnancy tests to building payments.  This comes to approximately $600 per 

day for operating expenses.  We then divided the $600 by 12 months to break it down into monthly payments.  

For just $50 per month, you can now sponsor-a-day of operations at Bella.  We'll pray for you on the special day 

you've sponsored, and if you like, send you an update of all the important things that happened that day or 

week.  You can also sponsor 1/2 a day of operations for just $25 per month.  You may want to memorialize a 

loved one or honor the date of a birthday, anniversary, or other special event in your life.  If you want to know 

more about Sponsor a Day, please call  605-642-4140 and ask for Kristen.  You may also sign up using the form 

inside this newsletter.  Our heartfelt thanks to those who have already chosen to invest in the lives of young 

women, men, and their unborn babies through this important program. 

Sponsor-a-Day  

Donors 
January 

February 

   14-John & Amy Sundberg  
(1/2 day) 

   20-John & Roxie Johnson 
(1/2 day) 

March 

April 

May 

      27-Bill & Deb Myers 

June 

   2-Derald & Kelly Hill 

   26-Anonymous 

July 

August 

September 

   30-George & Julie Hushin 

October 

  20-John & Roxie Johnson (1/2 
day) 

November 

December 

Unspecified 

   Miriam Swisher 

   Kevin Deschamps 

2011 Sponsor-A-Day Calendar 
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Celebration Gifts 

Derald & Kelly Hill in celebration of their 

grandson, Breken Grant Neff 

Mellette County Right to Life in memory 

of Maryelle Edwards 

Christine Tate in honor of the Holder 

Family 

George & Ella Fay Deibert in memory of 

Florence & Henry Bosford 

 

Heartfelt thanks to those who have made the following desig-

nated donations: 

Ashley Hartung of Pumpkin Patch Daycare for 1/2 year of ultra-

sound gel and drapes 

Celebrity Hotel in Deadwood for their monetary gift for the Baby 

& Me Boutique 

Harvey Krautschun for a donation requested of New York Life in 

lieu of an award plaque 

First Baptist Church in Sturgis for their monetary gift for the Baby 

& Me Boutique 
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A few steps can make a difference to a mom 

Each year our Walk for Life is a simple 

way each of us can impact the life of a 

mom and her child.  Anyone can take 

part; either individually or as a family. 

The two-mile event takes just an hour 

out of our day, and the funds raised 

go directly to reach those moms - empowering them to choose life for 

their children. 

To get involved, take the sponsor form supplied with this newsletter, ask 

a few friends and family members for sponsorship (or just self-sponsor ), 

and turn in the form on Walk Day or shortly thereafter.  Walk with every-

one else on May 7th, 9:00 AM at the Spearfish City Park Band-shell, or 

alone at a more convenient time.  If you have a family and would like, you 

can stay afterwards and enjoy some fun children activities that are being 

sponsored by Emmanuel Baptist Church.   

Please join us - and make a difference in the life of a new mom. 

If you would like your 

name removed from our 

newsletter list, please 

call  Bella at 605-642-

4140 or email us at 

info@bellapartners.org  


