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“I will build my church…”  Jesus, in Matthew 16:18 

“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Jesus, in Acts 1:8 

 

Seeing the big picture:  4 major eras  
 

#1—The persecuted church    (30-313 AD) 
    a. initiated on the day of Pentecost (led by New Testament writings) 
    b. apostolic church (30-100); church of the martyrs (100-313) 
 

#2—The dominant church    (313-1517 AD) 
    a. initiated by Constantine the Great's edict of tolerance 
    b. monastic movement was strong; Orthodox-Catholic split in 1054 AD 
 

#3—The reformation church    (1517-present—500th anniversary) 
    a. initiated by Martin Luther's 95 theses on 10/31/1517 
    b. 5 “Solas” summarized the Reformers’ theological convictions:   
 Bible alone, faith alone, grace alone, Christ alone, God’s glory alone   
    c. several branches of Protestantism were born 
 

#4—The missionary church    (1792-present) 
    a. initiated by William Carey's book on the fate of people without Christ 
    b. many new denominations and organizations, including The Alliance 
 

Learning key lessons:  4 big takeaways  
 

 Lost people matter to God — He wants them found. 
“The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." Luke 19:10 
 

 God accomplishes his work through ordinary, imperfect people. 
“But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.” 1 Corinthians 1:27 
 

 No matter how dark things seem, God’s purposes always prevail.  
“God’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display his 
wisdom…This was his eternal plan.”  Ephesians 3:10-11; Matthew 16:18 
 

 Jesus’ promise is nearing fulfillment; good news for all nations! 
“He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish.” 2 Pet. 3:9; Mt. 24:14 
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