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It’s about 20 years after Pentecost (Acts 2), and the church is growing 
rapidly.  Paul and Barnabas have just completed their 1st missionary 
journey (Acts 13-14), and Jesus’ promise in Acts 1:8 is being wonderfully 
fulfilled—the Good News about Jesus is multiplying and on its way to 
reaching “the ends of the earth.”  Now, in Acts 15, we read about a major 
crisis that seriously threatens the very foundations of the Christian faith.   
 

The Crisis:  Grace + _________ = salvation       Acts 15:1-5 

 Key question:  How is a person saved in relationship to God? 
 

 Apostle Paul:  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith…not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

 Judaizers:  “The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep 
the law of Moses.” Acts 15:5; Gal. 2:1-10   They were upset that Gentiles 
were becoming Christians without also becoming Jews who follow 
Jewish customs.  For them, Christianity was more of a Jewish sect.  

 

The debate in the Jerusalem church       Acts 15:6-21 

1.  Peter’s reasoning:     
a. It was God’s choice that the Gentiles be saved.  Acts 15:7 
b. God welcomed the Gentiles into his family by giving them the 

Holy Spirit—just like he welcomed the Jews.  Acts 15:8; 10:44-48 
c. A person’s heart is purified by faith, not rituals.  Acts 15:9 

His conclusion:  We are saved by grace alone!  That’s the free 
gift God gives to both Jews & Gentiles.  Acts 15:10-11 

 

2.  Paul’s input (with Barnabas):   Acts 15:12 
 God works among the Gentiles just like he does with the Jews. 
 

3.  James’ reasoning:   Acts 15:13-21; this is Jesus’ half-brother—see 1 Cor. 15:7 
a. God is calling from the Gentiles a “people for himself” (Acts 15:14); 

that’s a phrase regularly applied to the people of Israel in the OT! 
b. The fact that Gentiles are being saved is not a surprise at all—

God spoke this in advance through the prophets.  Acts 15:15-18 

The early church’s resolution     Acts 15:22-35 
 

1. Salvation is by grace through faith alone, so there should be no 
additional burdens placed upon new believers.  Acts 15:19,28 

 

2. Believers should respect the consciences of their fellow believers, 
abstaining from practices that will cause them to stumble.   15:20-21,29 

 

Resolving disagreements with other Christians today: 
 

 It’s good for Christians to debate important issues.  Acts 15:2 
 

 Listen carefully to those who disagree with you.  Acts 15:6-7 
Seek to communicate face-to-face if possible.  Acts 15:2,30-31 

 

 Search the Bible—what does it say regarding the issue?  Acts 5:15-19 
 

 Distinguish between beliefs, convictions, and preferences (Acts 15:24-29; 

Romans 14 and 1 Corinthians 8).   
 

Our tendency is to push a preference  
to a conviction (e.g. style of music  
in worship), and to push a conviction  
to a belief (e.g. views on alcohol).   
The better path is to let the Bible’s  
clear teaching determine our beliefs. 
 

Here’s our aim:     
  In essentials, UNITY. 
  In non-essentials, LIBERTY. 
  In all things, CHARITY. 
 

 We graciously allow for differences in convictions and preferences.  
We respect each other despite our disagreements and recognize that 
what holds us together (our beliefs) is greater than anything that can 
divide us (which our Enemy tries hard to do!).   

 

 We want others to see the kind of love that Jesus talks about in John 
13:34-35.  Unwise disagreements damage our witness to outsiders 
skeptical if Jesus really can make a difference in a person’s life.  

 

 Keep the main thing…the main thing!  Our focus is on Christ. 
 

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


