


Which mobile app aimed at turtle conservation was launched on the occasion of 
World Turtle Day 2020 (23rd May)? 
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 Panna Biosphere Reserve (PBR) – Madhya Pradesh 
 

 UNESCO included the Panna Biosphere Reserve (PBR) in its 
 World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR). 

 
located in the Panna and Chhatarpur districts of Madhya Pradesh  

 
It is situated in the Vindhya mountain range   

 
Ken river flows through it 

 
India’s 22nd tiger reserve 

 
India has 18 Biosphere Reserves  

12 of these are part of World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) 
 

 In 2000, Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve became the 1st BR from India to be included in the WNBR. 



51st tiger reserve for India in Tamil Nadu  
 

The forests of Meghamalai and Srivilliputhur in Tamil Nadu. The 1 lakh-hectare area, home 
to 63 mammal species and 323 bird species — will be India’s 51st tiger reserve. 

 
The Meghamalai Wildlife Sanctuary is spread across the districts of Theni and Madurai 
(High wavy mountains and Cardamom Hills) while the Srivilliputhur Grizzled Squirrel 

Wildlife Sanctuary lies along Kerala’s Periyar Tiger Reserve.  



Kanhargaon sanctuary has been declared the 50th  
Wildlife Sanctuary of Maharashtra  

 
Kanhargaon forest is located in Chandrapur district.   

 
It is spread across 10,807 sq km – one of the highest in India. 

The sanctuary was first proposed in 2014. 
It remained pending, because of opposition from the Forest Development 

Corporation of Maharashtra (FDCM), which has large scale logging 
operations in Kanhargaon – to supply the furniture industry. 

 
Kanhargaon Wildlife Sanctuary will cover 269 square km  





To uproot the invasive lantana bushes, Mission Lantana, was launched in Sajjangarh 
wildlife sanctuary, Udiapur, Rajasthan 

 
 Lantana camara covered vast tracts of land in the sanctuary stopping the natural light and nutrition for flora and 

fauna.  
 

In some regions, the plant has made inroads into pastures and shrunk the cattle grazing areas, affecting the 
livelihood of villagers. 

 
The toxic substance in its foliage and ripe berries affected the animals, while its expansion stopped the natural growth 

of grass and other shrubs. 
 

With the herbivores not getting sufficient forage, the prey base for carnivorous animals was declining, leading to 
ecological disturbances in the food chain. 



First bird festival at Mahananda sanctuary, West Bengal 
 

In a first, a bird festival was organised at the Mahananda wildlife sanctuary in West Bengal 
to provide an opportunity to enthusiasts to explore the forest and watch different birds  

 
Mahananda sanctuary is located on the foothills of the Himalayas, between the Teesta and 

Mahananda rivers.  
Situated in the Darjeeling district of West Bengal, 



Assam government has decided to upgrade the Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary into a national park.  
 

The Dehing Patkai Elephant Reserve, which surrounds the Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary, was in the 
middle of a major controversy recently after the government gave preliminary approval to Coal India to 

mine it despite the PSU carrying out illegal mining inside the forest for 16 years. 
 

The Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary is spread across 111.42 sq km, while the Dehing Patkai Elephant 
Reserve with 937 sq km of area surrounds the sanctuary in its periphery across Dibrugarh and 

Tinsukia districts. 



  
Indian gaur spotted in Phansad Wildlife Sanctuary  

for the first time in recorded history 
 

Wildlife researchers documented Indian gaur in the Phansad Wildlife Sanctuary 
(PWS) in Raigad district of Maharashtra.  

 
The Indian Gaur is listed as Schedule I species under the Wildlife Protection Act, 
1972 and is tagged as ‘vulnerable’ on the International Union for Conservation 

of Nature’s (IUCN) Red List.  
 

Gaurs are the world’s largest and tallest wild bovines, with 85% of their 
current population found in India.   



Nagi-Nakti bird sanctuaries, Bihar  
 

 Bihar’s first state-level bird festival ‘Kalrav’ was organised at the Nagi-Nakti bird sanctuaries in the 
Jamui district.  

 
 The Nagi Dam and Nakti Dam are two sanctuaries so close to each other that they can be taken as one 

bird area.   



 Pilibhit Tiger Reserve, Uttar Pradesh 
 

 It won the international TX2 award for doubling the number of tigers in the past four 
years.  

 
 Located in Pilibhit, Lakhimpur Kheri and Bahraich District of Uttar Pradesh 

 
Part of the Terai ecosystem 

 
The TX2 goal is a global commitment to double the world's wild tigers by 2022.  

All 13 tiger range governments came together for the first time at St Petersburg 
Summit in Russia in 2010 where they committed to double the number of wild tigers by 

2022. 
 



Shivalik Elephant Reserve  
 

MoEFCC asked the Uttarakhand government to consider avoiding sensitive areas of the Shivalik Elephant 
Reserve while exploring land suitable to use for the expansion of Dehradun’s Jolly Grant Airport.  

 
 The area proposed for the expansion is a part of the Shivalik Elephant Reserve and it falls within a 10-

km radius of Rajaji National Park. 
 

Shivalik Elephant Reserve was notified in 2002 under the ‘Project Elephant’. 



Raimona National Park 
 

Assam government approved the creation of 6th national park in militancy ravaged forest areas of 
Kokrajhar  

 
 It requires upgrading an area of 422 sq km of notified Ripu reserve forest under Manas National Park 

and Tiger Reserve as the proposed Raimona National Park. 
 

Ripu reserve forest is part of the buffer zone of Manas national park bordering Bhutan. The forest along 
with Chirang reserve forest has the largest known population of endangered Golden Langur. 



The Maharashtra Government declared 
29.53 sq km area of Dodamarg forest 
range in Sindhudurg district as ‘Tillari 

Conservation Reserve’. 
 

It is also connected to Mhadei wildlife 
sanctuary in Goa and Bhimgad wildlife 

sanctuary in Karnataka.   



Rajaji National Park 
 

Located in Haridwar in Uttarakhand along the foothills of the Shivalik range 
 

Clash between Van Gujjars and local police 
 

Named after famous freedom fighter C. Rajgopalachari 
 

 It was declared a Tiger Reserve in 2015.  
 

Van Gujjars rear buffaloes and stay inside the protected area. 
Their livelihood and subsistence depend primarily on their cattle. 



Karnataka will soon get its first Indian Grey Wolf sanctuary in Koppal district of Kalyana-Karnataka region.  
 

On 19th January, 2021, Karnataka Wildlife Board approved proposal for the ‘Bankapur Wolf Sanctuary’.  
It will consist of 03 acres of forest area, located in the drylands of Bankapur village in Koppal district. 

 
Grey wolf = Canis lupus.  

The subspecies = Canis lupus pallipes 
 

 The Indian grey wolf travels in smaller packs and is less vocal than other variants of the grey wolf.  
Though the species is distributed widely, it is threatened largely because of habitat loss and retaliatory killing.  

 
They are protected under Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act,Melkote Temple Wildlife Sanctuary in Mandya 

district of Karnataka, was set up in 1974 to protect the species. Mahuadanr Wolf Sanctuary, on the border of 
Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh has been degraded by bauxite mining. 




