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One is brought to realize the utter need for the plan of salvation sufficient to bridge the vast gap 

between these two infinite extremes: man’s sinfulness and God’s holiness. Fortunately for all 

concerned, God foreknew all that was to take place in man’s fall, and He planned such a 

salvation as was needed before the foundation of the Earth. Before the first sin was committed 

in the universe, before the sad plight brought on by rebellious man, who had been made in the 

image of God, the Lord planned and provided the way of escape from the snares and 

condemnation of sin. Our God was not caught off guard, unaware. He foreknew the fall and 

foreordained the plan of the rescue. It was not an accident. 

The heart of God’s plan for salvation centers around the office and function of a mediator – one 

who could go between an offended God and a helpless, sinful creature, man. Job felt the need 

for such a one as he found himself (at least he thought) estranged from God. “He is not a man 

like me that I might answer Him, that we might confront each other in court. If only there were 

someone to arbitrate between us, to lay His hand upon us both” (Job 9:32-33 NIV). This is the 

position which Christ, and His substitutionary sacrifice came to fill. For there is one God and one 

mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5). This is the reason for 

the incarnation of the second person of the Godhead: to be a mediator for God He must be 

God, to represent mankind He must be a man. The penalty for the sin of mankind, which must 

be done away – if man is to have fellowship with God ever again – and the penalty was, death. 

But because God cannot die (spirit cannot die) He must have a body. “And so the Word was 

made flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). In Hebrews 2:14-17, it reads “Forasmuch then 

as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; 

that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; And 

deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily he 

took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all 

things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful 

high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.” And all 

this had been made possible by the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

In the study of the doctrine of salvation, there are two different headings. The first one is called 

“the provisions,” which have been made. This is what grace has done. All these provisions are 

the five things God has done, so that man could do the other second category called “the 

application.” The five provisions are grace. That is why it says, “by grace we are saved.” By 

these five things that God did (not man did), we are able to apply and be saved. It’s all by what 

God did, you just have to believe it. The five things are: the death, burial, resurrection, 



ascension, and exaltation of Jesus Christ. That is the grace, the provision that God provided so 

that we can move into the second category, “the application” of those provisions.  

How do I apply? God did these things so that I can now do something. The application of those 

provisions include:  

1. Now I can repent. If God hadn’t died, by grace, we couldn’t repent to God. “The wages of 

sin is death,” someone had to die so that man could live. It could not be a sinful person, 

it had to be a sinless person to take that sacrifice. 

2. Have faith. You couldn’t even have faith unless God gave it to us by grace. 

3. Justification. 

4. Regeneration, being born again. 

5. Adoption as sons of God. We’ve been adopted into His family as sons of God. That’s 

what He’s provided by His grace. 

6. Sanctification. That’s when He began to cleanse us and separate us. You couldn’t be 

consecrated and set apart if God hadn’t provided a way for me to do it. 

7. Assurance. 

8. Security. 

The feeding of the multitudes, making water into wine, healing, all the miracles, making the lame 

walk… yes, those were all evidence that point to the fact that He was the Son of God, but that’s 

only half of it. By these mighty works, He gave evidence that He was in truth all that He claimed 

to be. But however, His work was not finished by the mighty deeds done in His life. He didn’t 

come here just to do miracles. The great truth: He preached and being a blessing and a 

benediction to the people of His day, His primary purpose in coming to the Earth was also to 

bring salvation to the souls of man. 

When the angel of God spoke to Joseph and told the child to be born to Mary, he said, “she 

shall bring forth a son and you shall call his name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their 

sins.” (Matthew 1:21). Jesus would save His people from their sins. But how? It didn’t say He 

would come and do miracles among the people and that would save them. No. There still was a 

debt needing to be paid, which leads us to the study of His death. 

What was the importance of His death? Christ died for our sins (1 Corinthians 15:3). 

Christianity is unlike all other religions in the place that it assigns the death to its founder and all 

other religions base their claims of greatness on the life and the teaching of those that founded 

them. But the gospel of Jesus centers around the person of Jesus Christ and includes not only 

His life, but His death at Calvary. But only in Christianity, we have redemption from sin. This is 

accomplished through the substitutionary death of the Son of God himself. “Redeemed” means 

we were purchased back. The debt we owed was paid by somebody else in our place. He took 

our place, we owed a debt we couldn’t pay and He payed a debt He didn’t owe, because He 

redeemed us. That means He paid the price, whatever was needed to be payed to buy us back 

to our original position we had before we went into hock or sin. He died in the place of the death 

that was due us. It’s substituted. He took my place. When He took my place, He gave me His 

place that He had before He died. That’s why the life He lived was part of that, but the other part 

is the death He died. We could not be saved, even if He did all of these great miracles, if He 

never died. If He had sinned before He died, we still couldn’t have been saved. It’s His life that 

He lived before and His death. They both have to work together in redemption. Not one without 

the other.  



The death is foreseen throughout the whole Old Testament. That was the height, pinnacle event 

that the Old Testament was pointing toward. There were many types of these prophesies: 

1. The coats of skins: Genesis 3:21 “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God 

make coats of skins, and clothed them.” 

2. Abel’s offering: Genesis 4:4 “And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and 

of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering:” 

3. The offering of Isaac: Genesis 22 

4. The Passover Lamb: Exodus 12 

5. The Levitical sacrificial system (the sacrifice of lambs, animals, the whole system): 

Leviticus 1-7 

6. The brazen serpent in the wilderness (Numbers 21; John 3:14). After they had been 

bitten, they put a serpent on the pole. Jesus said, “If I be lifted up, I’ll draw all men unto 

me.” When they lifted him up on that pole, that serpent, everyone who looked up to him 

lived. The poison didn’t kill them. 

7. The slain lamb (Isaiah 53:6-7) “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 

every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was 

oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb 

to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 

mouth.”. The first preaching of the gospel is called the protoevangelium. Here was the 

prophesy by God spoke Himself, talking about the seed of the woman. (Genesis 3:15) 

“And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 

seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 

The fulfillment of the promise of the Old Covenant was Jesus. The promise of the New 

Covenant is the Holy Spirit, but He couldn’t come until Christ finished His work. What did 

Christ’s work finish? It ended up at the pinnacle. Everything in His life was building up to 

something. He was not dying as a regular man, but the perfect Son of God – so that the 

perfect requirement of God was now being fulfilled and accomplished by his perfect Son. 

Everything He did, He was giving us credit for and giving us a right to partake from those 

things. It’s the combination of the life He lived and the death He suffered that we are now 

saved. Now because He died, you’re going to reject the life He lived? No. His death was 

the payment. 

8. Crucifixion scene (Psalms 22) 

9. The vicarious, substitutionary suffering (Isaiah 53) 

10. The cutoff Messiah (Daniel 9:26) “And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be 

cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the 

city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the 

war desolations are determined.” 

11. The smitten shepherd (Zechariah 13:6,7) “And one shall say unto him, What are these 

wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the 

house of my friends. Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is 

my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be 

scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones.” 

“Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? And beginning at 

Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning 

himself.” (Luke 24:26-27). It is clear from 1 Peter 1:10-11 that the sufferings of Christ was the 

one great subject into which the Old Testament prophets inquired and searched diligently. “Of 



which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the 

grace that should come unto you: Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ 

which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory 

that should follow.” 

When Moses and Elijah appeared with Christ on the mountain of transfiguration, the subject of 

which they spoke was the death of the Savior. “And, behold, there talked with him two men, 

which were Moses and Elias: Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he 

should accomplish at Jerusalem” (Luke 9:30-31). 

The death of Jesus in the New Testament is mentioned more than 175 times. Since there are 

7,957 verses in the New Testament this would mean that one out of every forty-five verses 

refers to Jesus’ death. The last three days of Jesus’ earthly life occupies one-fifth of the 

narratives in the Four Gospels. What was significant of His death? His death was going to be 

the payment for all man’s sins. Because God was holy and righteous, He could not pardon 

man’s sin and man’s fellowship with God could not come back to full relationship while this sin 

was hanging between God and man and the death payment that was due. When the death 

payment was paid, then the relationship was restored. 

What is the death of Christ to the incarnation? 

Jesus partook in flesh and blood in order that He might die. He took on a body, something that 

was subject to die – to die. He came from Heaven – to die. Hebrews 2:14, “Forasmuch then as 

the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that 

through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;”  So, His 

death destroyed Satan. If He hadn’t died, Satan would still be lord; but through His death, He 

might destroy him who held the power of death, that is the devil. Look at 1 John 3:5, “And ye 

know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.” He had to come as a 

man to take away our sins. Man sins, God never sins – because man sins, a man had to be the 

kinsman redeemer. A man had to be the one to pay the price for sin. Christ came into this one 

for the express purpose of giving Himself as a ransom for our sins. “Even as the Son of man 

came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many” 

(Matthew 20:28). “For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but 

now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself” 

(Hebrews 9:26). 

Jesus’ death was not an afterthought, or an accident, or a coincidence – but the 

accomplishment of a divine purpose in connection with the incarnation. The incarnation is not an 

end of itself; it is but a means to an end, and that end is the redemption of the lost men through 

the Lord’s death on the cross. Something had to come with the ability to die. God can’t die and a 

spirit can’t die, they’re not subject to death – so someone had to come in humanness, a human, 

a man with the ability to die.  

The two fundamental truths of the gospel are based on this. Notice how Paul emphasizes the 

death, the burial, and the resurrection of Christ as constituting what we call the Gospel. 

“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye 

have received, and wherein ye stand… how that Christ died for our sins according to the 

scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the 

scriptures” (I Corinthians 15:1-4). He called that the gospel: the good news of salvation and the 

forgiveness of sins through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. There are other 



things in the Word of God, but it’s not the gospel. What you’re reading about, you can’t be saved 

by that. God has set aside that the preaching of Jesus Christ is the gospel of salvation. We’ve 

been knowing the Bible, reading the Bible, but we haven’t been learning about the Gospel!  

It is necessary for man’s salvation – the preaching of the gospel. Many scriptures point out the 

absolute necessity of Christ’s death in order that God could pardon sin and grant man His 

salvation. Note how often the word “must” occurs in the following passages: John 3:14, “And as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:” 

Matthew 16:21, “From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must 

go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 

killed, and be raised again the third day.” “But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected 

of this generation.” (Luke 17:25). Luke 24:7, “Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into 

the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.” “Opening and alleging, 

that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom 

I preach unto you, is Christ.” (Acts 17:3). When you are seeing the “must” that means that there 

had to be a requirement, certain things that had to happen. That why He said, “a righteous 

man’s steps must be ordered.” “I must work the work of Him who sent me while it’s day and 

night time comes when no man can work.” Why? Because in order to carry out the requirement 

of righteousness and holiness for the payment of sin, He had to follow a required path. There 

were certain things He had to do. You keep hearing “so the scripture may be fulfilled” and “so 

the righteousness may be fulfilled” and “for righteousness sake.” When John the Baptist did not 

want to baptize Him, He said, “Excuse me, suffer it to be so that righteousness (required by God 

the Father) be fulfilled.” 

The only basis which God could forgive sin was through His Son. That was the only way God 

could forgive us. His holiness and righteousness would not let Him. It was by His Son, bearing 

the penalty of the sinner’s guilt. God cannot forgive merely on the grounds of a sinner’s 

repentance. Because you repent, does not mean He could forgive me. There had to be a 

payment. That’s why you can repent now, and God will forgive you, because there was a 

payment. Before you were trying to repent and say you were sorry, but the payment had not 

been done. Now, because of Jesus, that payment has been done and God can freely forgive us. 

God does not, as some preach, forgive sinners because He loves them. His love caused Him to 

give His only begotten Son to be a payment and a ransom for sin – so that the sinner can be 

forgiven. It was through the death God paid Himself. Yes, He loves you, but He still had to deal 

with His righteousness and holiness. So, the cross is not needed, indeed included, because of 

God’s unwillingness to pardon. Nowhere in the New Testament is the cross conceived as a 

turning of an unwilling God into a willing one. It is not the cause of love, it is the consequence of 

it; it is the spring of love, it is its outflow, and that is what is so often forgotten. 

We read in the New Testament Christ being offered as a propitiation for our sins, and our 

thoughts go back to pagan faiths where men try to appease their angry gods – but the 

tremendous difference is, that in all these faiths, man had to provide the propitiation; but in the 

Christian faith, God Himself provided it. He does not ask man for an atoning sacrifice; He gives 

the atoning sacrifice, He gives it because He loves the world and will He not man should perish. 

It is because He is so passionately eager to forgive that God sent the payment of His Son to die 

as the payment for man’s place. Why? The result of that. He wanted that result! He didn’t like 

being estranged, being away from His child. So, if you’re a parent, you miss your child when 

you’re away from them.  



God is more than just a private person. God is the moral ruler of the universe. A father forgives 

his child freely if the child is repentant; but if the father is a judge he cannot forgive a criminal 

like that, even though the criminal is his child; it is his duty to uphold and administer the law to 

the highest degree. If he pardoned a criminal on the grounds that he was sorry, the country 

would lapse into lawlessness and chaos and the judges’ judgement now is tainted. So, God 

maintained His integrity, and His character, and holiness, and righteousness. After the sin of 

Adam, the devil thought he had God in a quagmire, a problem, predicament. How to forgive, as 

His heart wanted to do, and at the same time to be the judge of all of the earth; how to pardon, 

on the slightest sign of repentance, and yet maintain the law that lives in Him, so that men may 

live in the sure and splendid confidence that justice and judgement are the habitation of His 

throne (Psalms 89:14). Any divine pardon, if He pardoned man in his sinful state, the world 

would be an intolerable place, because sin would still get a pass and sin would still be able to 

reign – but when God gave His Son to die for sin, righteous and peace have kissed each other 

(Psalms 85:10). His righteousness requirement (His judgement) and His peace came together 

at the death of Jesus Christ.  
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