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WITNESS uses the power of video to
open the eyes of the world to human
rights abuses. By partnering with local
organizations around the globe, WITNESS
empowers human rights defenders to
use video as a tool to shine a light on
those most affected by human rights
violations, and to transform personal
stories of abuse into powerful tools of
justice. Since its founding in 1992,
WITNESS has partnered with groups in
more than 60 countries, bringing often
unseen images, untold stories, and
seldom heard voices to the attention of
key decision makers, the media, and the
general public—prompting grassroots
activism, political engagement, and
lasting change.
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A picture is worth a thousand words—but what happens when
you’re faced with a thousand pictures? At different points in
2005, violent natural disasters and war created devastation
around the world, captured in a slew of heart-wrenching images.
In the midst of so many visual calls on our compassion, how do
we continue to communicate the stories of people suffering and
surviving human rights abuse in ways that not only move us but
also inspire a belief that change is possible?

With all the challenges of 2005, the year brought significant new
growth at WITNESS, along with continued refinement of the
practice of video advocacy. We’ve seen steady progress with 
our Core Partners in our twelve active campaigns, and our new
Seeding Video Advocacy initiative of short-term training has taken
off, with recent participants hailing from China, India, Romania,
South Africa, Turkey, the United States, and elsewhere around
the globe. Our images do get through to people, and as our best
practices are replicated by increasing numbers of rights
organizations, I see that the rise of video advocacy also
represents the ascendancy of a new kind of filmmaking. 

Video advocacy has obvious roots in technological changes—
the rise of handicams and the gamut of new possibilities for
communicating information quickly and efficiently through
consumer technology that gets cheaper every day. The centrality
of technology is paramount to our work and that’s why this fall,
WITNESS commissioned a pioneering review of our own use 
of technology to date, along with developments in technology
applicable to our mission. The 100-page report (created by
leading new media consultants at Evolve Strategies and available
for download at www.witness.org) gives us a basis for charting
our next steps and embracing new technologies to stay at the
forefront of the field. 

Today we are facing an unprecedented opportunity, with the
average person able to record and distribute his or her own media,
easily and affordably, with something as inconspicuous and
convenient as a cellular telephone. We just saw the incredible
impact of the cell phone revolution in the recent London bombings,
where one eyewitness reported live from the “tube” to the BBC.
The BBC has since dedicated an email address for the receipt of
video recorded via cell phones. 

WITNESS has another extraordinary opportunity to plant a flag
for human rights in the emerging media landscape, with ambitious
new dreams to distribute video phones to relevant hotspots and
to develop a website where people worldwide can upload
content from their cell phones and laptops and receive support 
to use that media to create change. This site, which we hope to
premiere in 2007, will be the first place someone with footage of
human rights violations will go to upload video that can be used to
create change—serving concerned citizens, activists, journalists,
researchers, and human rights defenders around the world.
Never before has there been such an incredible opportunity for all
of us who care deeply about human rights and social progress to
make a difference. 

Along with the evolution of technology, video advocacy has
developed out of traditions of consciousness-raising. The ideal of
objectivity common to most journalism has a somewhat different
meaning for us. While the films WITNESS helps to produce are
always absolutely honest, they also unabashedly make the case
for specific actions of defense and condemnation. 

Part of the reason why WITNESS has been able to break out of
the image glut is because in a time of so much ambivalence and
relativism we take a strong, clear position on the universality of
human rights, and articulate how viewers can act on the message
of each film to fight for those rights. Our videos are ultimately
versatile tools of persuasion—detailed arguments for changing
the world. We trust that our viewers are opposed to human rights
violations; what we hope to do is strengthen their will and
capacity to take tangible action in response.

We’ve learned that certain pictures together with certain words
are worth a thousand photographs. And we’re determined to
keep creating these one-in-a-thousand transformative moments
on film. If I had to say what ultimately distinguishes the form of
filmmaking that WITNESS is pioneering from other genres it
would be the way that our films break down the boundaries
between filmmakers, audience and subject—insisting that we’re
all in this together. WITNESS videos only “work” when you
choose to participate in the process of reform they promote. 
I’m asking you now to become part of our films by joining a
WITNESS campaign to end human rights abuses. Didn’t you
always want to be in the movies?

Gillian Caldwell
December 2005

Message from the 
Executive Director



For most of history, exploitation and gross human rights 
abuses were perpetrated out of sight from the rest of the world.
Distance, ignorance, and indifference conspired with human
rights violators, encouraging them to act cruelly—far from the
eyes of people who could confront them and end impunity.
In the last century, news, films, and television made it easier to
learn about events in distant places, but seldom offered us the
voices of people who struggle every day against oppression. 
So although technology held great promise for generating
human rights change, its true power could not be felt until the
people who had the most to gain—those on the ground, in the
grasp of oppression—could harness its potential.

WITNESS gives frontline human rights defenders video cameras
and other technology, along with training in how to use it effectively,
so that personal stories of abuse can be transformed into public
calls for justice. Over the past 13 years, in partnership with
hundreds of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) from over
60 countries, WITNESS has tackled issues ranging from corrupt
legal systems and the mistreatment of migrants to the rights of
the disabled and the devastating toll of internal conflicts.

Raising Human 
Rights Visibility
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WITNESS video projects are meant to provoke action. The
productions that emerge from our collaborative partnerships
provide a crucial tool in the ongoing quest for justice. They have
been used:

• as evidence in legal proceedings
• to complement official written reports of human rights abuses
• to assist international and regional human rights bodies by

challenging the official narratives of offending governments 
and their allies

• to stimulate grassroots education and mobilization
• to corroborate allegations of human rights violations leveled 

by human rights defenders and NGOs
• as a resource for news broadcasts
• to promote human rights advocacy via the worldwide web
• to produce documentaries for broadcast on television
• as a deterrent to further abuse

“WITNESS videos show what we are lacking in our nightly
news programs. These are the important stories so often
not told, but the ones that will most affect our future.” 

- Angelina Jolie, Academy Award-winning actress
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WITNESS ACCOMPLISHMENTS 2005

•The State Senate Majority Leader in California
introduced sweeping legislation to overhaul the State’s
juvenile prison system five days after “System Failure”
by partner Books Not Bars revealing rampant abuses in
the system was screened at the Capitol.

•The Paraguayan government signed an historic
agreement with former Core Partner MDRI and CEJIL to
reform the country’s mental health system following the
submission of two legal petitions and accompanying
videos by MDRI to the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights documenting egregious conditions at a
state-run psychiatric hospital.

•The Minister of Women’s and Family Affairs in Senegal
pledged unprecedented funding for women landmine
victims, and a regional hospital is providing prostheses
free-of-charge as a result of a video by partner RADDHO
revealing the devastating effects of these weapons of war.

•Days after partner Comisión Mexicana screened “Dual
Injustice” to court and Attorney General officials at the
Chihuahua State level in Mexico, high ranking officials
were quoted in a leading national newspaper as saying
the Public Ministry may drop charges against a young
man tortured into confessing to the murder of his
cousin, citing lack of evidence as the reason. 

•WITNESS partnered with the International Center for
Transitional Justice to support local NGOs in Sierra Leone
to develop and introduce a bill in Parliament that would
implement all the key imperative recommendations
issued by the country’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission.

•WITNESS provided 13 formal trainings to 9 Core
Partners based in Brazil, Bulgaria, Croatia, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Indonesia, Mexico, Thailand,
Uganda, and the United States. We also provided new
digital video cameras and other technology upgrades 
to 5 of those partner groups.

•WITNESS provided an introduction to video advocacy 
to 755 new human rights advocates from over 80
countries through the Seeding Video Advocacy initiative
at forums including the World Summit on the
Information Society, the U.S. Human Rights Network
Biannual Conference, and UNICEF.

•WITNESS’ new book “Video for Change: A Guide for
Advocacy and Activism” was published in October by
Pluto Press, is available at www.witness.org and via
major book retailers including www.amazon.com, and
is currently being translated into six language editions.

•The WITNESS Media Archive received over 400 hours of
new footage from 11 countries and was featured in the
November issue of International Documentary Magazine.
The Archive also licensed footage to the Sundance
Channel, Amnesty International, and Current TV.

•WITNESS held its First Annual Focus for Change 
Gala Dinner and Concert in New York; this milestone
celebration of our growth, co-hosted by co-founder
Peter Gabriel and Angelina Jolie, netted nearly
$400,000 and grew the profile of our work.

•WITNESS hired the consultants at Evolve Technologies
to assist us in re-imagining our model with an eye to
recent technological advancements such as video-
capable cellular phones; we are planning to premiere 
a new web-based video portal for uploading and
distributing content in 2007. 

•WITNESS premiered its first bi-annual “performance
management dashboard” which features key
benchmarks and progress to date for our program,
outreach, development, and archive initiatives,
available for download on our website at
www.witness.org.
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Core Partners
Core Partners receive support on a specific campaign for a
period of 1-3 years. These human rights groups are selected
carefully after a rigorous application process based on the
strength of their advocacy, the clarity of their goals, and the
potential for video to enhance their campaigns. Regular
quantitative and qualitative assessment of our joint progress
enables the campaigns to achieve the greatest impact.

WITNESS provides Core Partners with video equipment,
technical training, and strategic guidance on how to use footage
to bring about tangible reform. Core Partners don’t just identify
problems—they also propose solutions. The videos created by
Core Partners reach government leaders, local judges, regional
courts, foreign officials, and the general public, adding a new
dimension of visual evidence to traditional written appeals for
changes in human rights policies and practices.

In 2005, WITNESS provided 13 formal trainings to 9 Core
Partners around the world. We also provided new digital video
cameras and other technology to 5 of those groups. The
dissemination of editing equipment to more advanced partners
further strengthens local capacity since the ability to edit footage
in the field lets them take control of the production process from
start to finish. It also produces more timely videos and reduces
the danger of transporting or transmitting sensitive images.

Over the coming year, WITNESS will continue to support the
campaigns of our Core Partner portfolio. We will also focus on
identifying up to 4 new partners, with an emphasis on groups
based in Asia, the Middle East, and Eurasia/Central Asia.

CORE PARTNER TRAININGS 2005

•Program Manager Sam Gregory traveled to Thailand to conduct a planning and
edit preparation for “Always on the Run” with Burma Issues, and subsequently
returned for a follow-up training.

•AJEDI-Ka/PES Director Bukeni Waruzi traveled to the WITNESS office from the
Democratic Republic of Congo to edit a compilation reel of community
responses to “On the Frontlines.”

•Program Coordinator Violeta Krasnic traveled to Zagreb, Croatia, to conduct a
video advocacy and technical training with Association for Promoting Inclusion.

•Program Coordinator Hakima Abbas traveled to Uganda with trainer Bent Jorgen
Perlmutt to conduct a follow-up video advocacy and technical training with HURIFO.

•Program Coordinator Violeta Krasnic traveled to Bulgaria with filmmaker Jasmine
Dellal to conduct an initial video advocacy and technical training with Organization
Drom; Violeta subsequently returned to Bulgaria conduct a follow-up training. 

•AJEDI-Ka/PES Director Bukeni Waruzi returned to the WITNESS office from the
Democratic Republic of Congo for six weeks to co-produce “A Duty to Protect.”

•Program Coordinator Tamaryn Nelson conducted a follow-up training in
Philadelphia with American Friends Service Committee.

•Comisión Mexicana’s Communication Coordinator Laura Salas traveled to the
WITNESS office for three weeks to co-produce “Dual Injustice.”

•Program Coordinator Tamaryn Nelson conducted an initial four-day video
advocacy and technical training in Brazil for CPT and CEJIL Brazil.

•AFSC community partner Ray Ybarra traveled to the WITNESS office as a lead
producer for “Rights on the Line.”

•Program Manager Sam Gregory traveled to Yogjakarta, Indonesia, to conduct an
initial five-day technical and video advocacy training with SKP-Jayapura in
collaboration with INSIST.

•Association for Promoting Inclusion representative Bojana Rozman traveled to
the WITNESS office from Croatia to co-produce “Living Proof.” 

•HURIFO’s Research and Advocacy Officer Francis Odongyoo traveled to the
WITNESS office from Uganda for four weeks to co-produce “Between Two Fires.”

CORE PARTNERS 2005

•AJEDI-Ka/Projet Enfants Soldats, challenging the use of child soldiers in the
Democratic Republic of Congo.

•American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), documenting the militarization of
the US-Mexico border.

•Association for Promoting Inclusion (API), empowering people with intellectual
disabilities in Croatia.

•Burma Issues, putting the systematic displacement and oppression of rural
ethnic minorities in Burma on the regional and international agenda.

•Comisión Mexicana de Defensa y Promocion de los Derechos Humanos,
working to stop feminicide and torture in Ciudad Juarez and Chihuahua, Mexico.

•Comissão Pastoral da Terra (CPT) & Center for Justice and International Law
Brazil (CEJIL Brazil), calling for an end to the practice of slave labor in Brazil.

•Books Not Bars, calling for reform of California’s youth prisons.
•Human Rights Focus (HURIFO), exposing the use of torture against displaced

persons in Northern Uganda.
•Institute for Human Rights & Development in Africa (IHRDA), advocating for an

effective African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights.
•Organization Drom, promoting the inclusion of Roma into Bulgarian society.
•Rencontre Africaine Pour La Défense des Droites de L’Homme (RADDHO),

advocating support for landmine survivors in the Casamance region of Senegal.
•Office for Justice and Peace, Jayapura (SKP-Jayapura) breaking the silence over

discrimination and human rights abuses in Papua, Indonesia.
•Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Sierra Leone, seeking truth and

reconciliation in the aftermath of the country’s civil war.

Seeding Video Advocacy
Because many more capable human rights groups seek
WITNESS support each year than we can effectively serve as
Core Partners, we employ a second, complementary model
called Seeding Video Advocacy. Seeding enables us to give the
basic tools of video advocacy to hundreds of organizations
worldwide each year.

Seeding workshops range from one-hour presentations on the
fundamentals of video advocacy to multi-day workshops modeled
on our Core Partner trainings. We generally tie our trainings into
existing gatherings or networks to avoid duplication of time and
resources in creating convenings.

The increasingly vital role that Seeding Video Advocacy plays in
our mission reflects the extraordinary attention our work has
garnered to date. Exposure to our methods triggers further
demand in the social justice community for participation. As we
grow, we welcome the chance to work with an ever-expanding
number of groups to determine what WITNESS can contribute 
to their campaigns.
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Human rights groups are increasingly interested in employing
technology to advance and strengthen their causes. But the
majority are not equipped or experienced enough to make the
most of technology—especially video. WITNESS collaborates with
NGOs worldwide to bridge the technology gap by giving them
the ability to inject potent images into their campaigns—adding
21st Century communication tools to conventional advocacy.

WITNESS is the global pioneer in the use of video for advocacy.
Today, major organizations around the world are learning from 
the proven model developed by WITNESS as they begin to
incorporate video into their own campaigns. WITNESS
continues to push forward with new advocacy tactics from its
position at the leading edge of the field, always striving to
distribute its knowledge and experience as broadly as possible.
The WITNESS model for growth is based on partnership
building, methodology sharing, transparency, and inclusiveness.

We have always stressed that video alone cannot drive human
rights progress. Our training therefore operates on multiple
tracks, educating human rights groups in how to use video to
complement existing advocacy plans and incorporate outreach 
to decision-makers, the media, and the general public.

The more organizations we train, the more groups learn of our
work and want to draw on our diverse resources for their own
projects. Because of this accelerating demand, both formal
partnerships and self-replicating training models are essential 
to the implementation of our mission. 

Partnership Strategies
To effectively serve as many human rights groups as possible, we
have developed a two-prong approach to our program. Our more
intensive model, involving a substantial commitment of labor and
time, is called Core Partners; the more widely accessible model 
is the Seeding Video Advocacy initiative of short-term trainings.

WITNESS is both a provider and a beneficiary of these two
training models. Our program staff continually learns from the
ideas and energy that others bring to the process. Core Partners
give us the opportunity to figure out jointly which tactics produce
the maximal result and hone our model. At the same time, the
Seeding initiative enables us to disseminate best practices
through the human rights community on a broader scale than we
could achieve on our own, to learn about other innovative ideas
for using video in advocacy, and to meet new organizations that
could become Core Partners. Together, the two models allow 
us to enhance our strategies and expand their impact. 

WITNESS Partnerships 
and Training Models

“WITNESS spent a tremendous amount of time and energy
with the Books Not Bars staff, teaching us about various
aspects of filmmaking, from scriptwriting and storytelling
to identifying a target audience and reaching them through
distribution and promotion. Without WITNESS, we wouldn’t
have won the awards we have, or gotten into the film
festivals we’ve participated in. We wouldn’t have been able
to put the video into the national arena.” 

- Lenore Anderson, Director, WITNESS Core Partner Books Not Bars
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WITNESS Book
As part of our Seeding Video Advocacy initiative of skills sharing,
in 2005 WITNESS published its first book titled “Video for Change:
A Guide for Advocacy and Activism.” Featuring a preface by
WITNESS founder Peter Gabriel and drawing on the expertise of
both veteran WITNESS staff and guest authors, the book offers a
practical strategic guide for individuals and groups looking to use
video in human rights and other social justice reform.

Launch events were held in the fall at New York University and
American University in conjunction with a film screening at
Harvard’s JFK School of Government. Since publication, the
book has been sold and widely distributed to our partner network,
key donors and allies, the media, and the general public.

Under a joint grant from the Open Society Institute’s Information
Program and HIVOS, we will translate “Video for Change” into
Spanish, Arabic, and Russian language editions in 2006. We
have also secured a foreign publisher for Turkish and Indonesian
editions, and will cover the costs ourselves to translate the book
into French. Most language editions will be available for
download free-of-charge on our website, enabling increasing
numbers of people worldwide to leverage our expertise even
without direct participation in a WITNESS program.

The English-language version of “Video for Change” is 
currently available for sale on the WITNESS website 
at www.witness.org, and at www.amazon.com and
other major booksellers.

SEEDING VIDEO ADVOCACY INITIATIVE

Seeding activities include: 
• short presentations on the use of video; 
• two- to three-hour workshops;
• half- and full-day trainings; 
• and multi-day trainings.

“There is nothing more sad,
depressing or exasperating
than living in a country
where a group of unelected
despots reign supreme,
trampling upon people’s
dignity and rights with
utmost impunity and no
witnesses to their
savagery. The WITNESS
video advocacy book is a
very timely tool on how to
fight tyranny and how to
involve others who care,
and who can help.” 

- Dr. José Ramos-Horta, Nobel Peace Laureate and Foreign Minister, East Timor
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SEEDING VIDEO ADVOCACY—SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS 2005

•A one-and-a-half day training in video advocacy for 30 NGO representatives 
at the Advanced Geneva Training Course of the International Service for 
Human Rights. 

•A video advocacy briefing for 70 human rights advocates at the International
Human Rights Training Program of the Canadian Human Rights Foundation in
Montreal.

•A presentation on WITNESS and its work for 10 staff members at the Coalition 
for an International Criminal Court in New York. 

•A presentation on video advocacy for 25 participants of a seminar on women’s
rights at the One World Film Festival in Prague.

•A video advocacy workshop for 15 members of the Human Rights Watch
program staff in New York.

•A video advocacy training for 35 attendees of the World Social Forum, an event
that draws high-level government officials, NGO representatives, and other
socially-conscious citizens from around the world in Porto Alegre, Brazil.

•A presentation on WITNESS’ work for 14 participants from 10 countries at the
ISHR/IACHR/American University Conference on the Inter-American System in
Washington, D.C.

•A video advocacy presentation for 35 filmmakers at “Gender Montage:
Paradigms in Post-Soviet Space,” a seminar held in Yalta, Ukraine.

•A one-day training on video advocacy for 25 participants from the European
Roma Rights Center Summer School for Romani Activists in Budapest.

•Video advocacy workshops for 35 participants from 12 countries at the V
International Human Rights Colloquium in Sao Paolo, Brazil.

•A day-long training in video advocacy for 28 participants from 11 countries at
Forum Asia’s 9th Annual Asian Training and Study Session in Bangkok.

•A video advocacy workshop for 30 participants from 5 countries at the World
Summit on the Information Society Workshop in Tunis.

•A presentation on WITNESS and its work for over 100 participants from 40
countries at the Frontline Defenders Dublin Platform in Ireland.

•A presentation on WITNESS’ work for 30 participants from UNICEF’s New York
and Uganda office.

•A two-day video advocacy training for 30 Asia-Pacific activists with the
Diplomacy Training Program’s (DTP) Annual Human Rights and People’s
Diplomacy program in East Timor.

“After attending a WITNESS
workshop that we co-hosted
for NGOs in Mexico City, we
decided to use video as
evidence in a case on
environmental degradation
in the Zihuatanejo Bay. 
As a result, the Mexican
Attorney General’s office
disbursed funds for an
official assessment of the
degradation in the area,
which has played a pivotal
role in moving the case
forward. We are now also
working on a documentary
that has been very well
received by the community
and we hope will bring
further local, national and
international attention to
the issue.” 

- Gabriela Gorjón, Tania Tamara, Jesús González (Centro Prodh, Mexico)

In some cases, participants in Seeding workshops will go on to
become Core Partners—for instance, our current partners Comisión
Mexicana in Mexico and SKP-Jayapura in Papua, Indonesia,
evolved out of initial Seeding trainings. In others, these brief
seminars may be sufficient to launch a video campaign that fulfills
their immediate agenda.

In 2005, the Seeding Video Advocacy program reached 755 
new advocates from over 80 countries through a combination 
of presentations, short workshops, and longer trainings. This
represents a 74% increase over the number of advocates trained
in 2004, the inaugural year of the program. 

Over the coming year, we will begin to identify and collaborate
with key action-oriented social justice media groups in regions
where we work. We will create partnerships with these groups 
to share methodologies, build on each others’ strengths, and
enhance their ability to seed video advocacy knowledge and
experience with other local groups—maintaining their institutional
autonomy but receiving guidance and support from WITNESS.

Finally, we are planning for our first Video Advocacy Institute in
Spring 2007, where participants will receive an immersive, two-
week introduction to the field of video advocacy.



ENHANCING THE 
WITNESS MODEL: 
Metrical Analyses
In 2005, WITNESS launched a new model for assessing the
success of our campaigns and methodologies. These metrical
charts, called “dashboards” in the growing field of nonprofit and
for-profit evaluation, provide an at-a-glace look at concrete criteria
for measuring and analyzing the progress of our key activities.
Through these biannual reviews, we gather perspective on our work
to ensure that our collaborations are as effective as they can be. 

WITNESS adopted this practice of self-scrutiny independently,
with an appreciation for the ideals of efficiency and transparency
that lie at the core of the “social entrepreneur” movement—one of
the most significant recent transformations in the nonprofit sector.
Increasingly, nonprofits are embracing sustainable models of
growth that are independent of philanthropic support, and are
looking to the private sector to develop strategies for
demonstrating concrete social return on investment.

WITNESS recently received two major investments in recognition
of our excellence in social entrepreneurship: $1.7 million over 
3 years from the Omidyar Network and $615,000 over 3 years
from the Skoll Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship. Each of
these organizations is dedicated to supporting social entrepreneurs
who have piloted innovative programs and are ready to begin
scaling their work on a global level. It’s an honor to be recognized
for fulfilling these standards.

“This is an extraordinarily
well-run and effective
organization, and
represents a major leverage
play. Films produced by or
with WITNESS have had
thunderous effect, and have
produced system-wide
reforms or dramatic policy
reversals in a number 
of instances.” 

HOW OUR PARTNERS AND TRAINEES EVALUATE US
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To view WITNESS’ first quarter dashboard for fiscal year 2006,
please visit the About Us/Reports section of our website at
www.witness.org.
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WITNESS solicits evaluations from each Core Partner and Seeding Training, 
and conducts an Annual Evaluation with each Core Partner. Our goal is to 
secure an average evaluation score of at least 4 out of 5.
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- Anonymous (donor-advised fund)
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Collaborations
In addition to the relationships WITNESS forges with local human
rights groups and individual advocates, we have begun to work
collaboratively with preeminent global human rights organizations.
This is an area we look forward to expanding in coming years
since our leading role in the field of video advocacy gives us an
opportunity to share our learning with human rights groups
focused on more traditional forms of advocacy. Likewise, since
many of these organizations are “household names” in the human
rights field, the collaborations enable WITNESS’ campaigns to
reach broader audiences and achieve greater visibility than
otherwise possible.

A growing appreciation for the power of video is driving the
transformation of all sectors of society. Our mission is to 
catalyze the viral spread of visual media across the social justice
landscape. We look forward to a day in which every human rights
organization includes an in-house video team inspired by
WITNESS’ best practices.

In 2005, we worked with organizations including Human Rights
Watch, UNICEF, Amnesty International, the Women’s Commission
for Refugee Women and Children, Forum Asia, and Conectas in 
a variety of capacities from training sessions to co-productions
and screenings. WITNESS is committed to building on these
coalitions in addition to forging new collaborations with human
rights and advocacy groups in 2006.

“Amnesty International USA
has been campaigning for
an end to the feminicides in
Juarez and Chihuahua for
three years. We are always
looking for accurate,
responsible, compelling
new tools to educate our
members and the public on
this issue and the ‘Dual
Injustice’ film with WITNESS
was just what we needed
when we needed it.”

- Alyson Kozma, Women’s Human Rights Program Coordinator, 
Amnesty International USA
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Democratic Republic of Congo
January, a sixteen-year-old girl in battle fatigues, coolly
recounts her experiences serving as a soldier in the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) for six years. 
It would, she says, be unthinkable for her to surrender

the rank and status she’s acquired over so much time. She likes
to go to the frontlines on drugs because then she can kill without
pity. Her specialties are the knife and rope. Mafille Mboto, another
adolescent girl, in this case one who has recently been demobilized
through the work of WITNESS partner AJEDI-Ka/PES, speaks
about the multiple levels of exploitation child soldiers face in
which, for women and girls, sexual abuse is inevitable. 

The many harrowing interviews presented in “A Duty to Protect,”
the second film co-produced by WITNESS and AJEDI-Ka/PES
on the plight of child soldiers in the DRC, underscore the urgency
of supporting the forthcoming work of the International Criminal
Court (ICC) in the country. The threat of being indicted by the
ICC has become a powerful deterrent for both recruiters of child
soldiers and soldiers who abuse children already enlisted in the
war. By broadening awareness of the use of child soldiers in the
ongoing conflict in the eastern DRC, and of the ICC’s position as
a mechanism to bring perpetrators to justice, “A Duty to Protect”
advocates for measures to strengthen the ICC’s investigations
within the local context. The more effective these investigations,
the more the Court can help end impunity and create a culture of
respect for human rights.

“A Duty to Protect” was successfully launched in The Hague,
where the ICC is headquartered, during the ICC’s meeting of
State Parties in December. As a result of screenings before key
personnel at the Court, the ICC’s Chief Prosecutor Mr. Luis
Moreno Ocampo agreed to respond via video to misperceptions
and questions about the Court that arose during community
screenings of AJEDI-Ka/PES’ first video with WITNESS, “On 
the Frontlines.” When this response video is screened before
affected populations in the DRC, the exchange will mark an
historic bridging of the gap between the international body
intended to promote justice and the local communities in whose
name justice will be served.

Since its completion in late 2004, “On the Frontlines,” has been
screened throughout the eastern DRC to more than 5,000
children, parents, community leaders, and militia commanders, 
as well as to Congolese refugees in Burundi. The film has created
a safe space for discussion around the volatile issues of voluntary
recruitment of children and the ensuing open debate has led to
commitments from community leaders to do all they can to stop
the use and recruitment of child soldiers. The United Nations
High Commission for Refugees has helped facilitate screenings
for refugees in the region and will continue to collaborate with
AJEDI-Ka/PES in 2006 to reach refugee populations in Tanzania
and Rwanda.

Throughout 2006, “On the Frontlines” will continue to screen
before local communities in the DRC, while the advocacy around
“A Duty to Protect” will focus on bolstering U.S. support for the
ICC. A screening on Capitol Hill in April led to a private meeting
with Representative Sheila Jackson Lee, who has committed to
further engagement on the issue of child soldiers. By telling the
horrifying stories of these girl soldiers, “A Duty to Protect” makes
the link between crimes committed against innocent civilians and
children and the need for an international mechanism to end
impunity and achieve justice.

FOCUS ON AFRICA
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WITNESS Impact

DAY IN THE LIFE: 

WITNESS PROGRAM COORDINATOR FOR AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST, 

HAKIMA ABBAS

Letter from Gulu

Dear staff, 

Bent Jorgen and I have had an adventurous arrival in Gulu, Northern Uganda, for our training with partner Human Rights Focus (HURIFO).

Unfortunately we were forced to drive to Gulu from Entebbe, having missed the daily flight. Given that I can’t drive, Bent Jorgen who had

been traveling (and not sleeping) for forty hours was at the wheel—the irony was not lost on either of us. After getting used to driving on

the other side of the road (the adjustment period taking place in rush hour Kampala traffic) and courageous enough to stop the trucks

coming in the opposite direction from steering us off the road, we began to settle into the long journey ahead. 

We arrived at the border of the national park—some three-quarters of the way to Gulu, only to find that the army would not let us through

at night because of possible Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) attacks. The soldiers who stopped us at the makeshift checkpoint were very

displeased that we’d even tried to cross into the park. I suggested to Bent Jorgen that we sleep in the car as the “town” around us was

clearly a transit stop for soldiers and truckers. We tried to pull the car over to park and discovered that it had broken down—we couldn’t

even roll up the windows. We were forced to lay our heads down at the nearby bar/lodge. At 6am the next morning, we awoke in the

darkness feeling around the room and used the light from the digital video camera to find matches and a candle. Passersby helped us

jump-start the car so we could drive off into the Gulu sunrise. At 8am we reached Gulu and began the training an hour later. 

Gulu has changed significantly yet subtly since I was last here. The increased presence of internationals has created a booming “NGO

economy” with a great many hotels and other services catering to visitors and longer-term foreign residents. Nevertheless, the so-called

“trickle down effect” is not apparent in the local community. Some scenes remained familiar and yet still dramatically awful from my last

visit: The sunset sight of hundreds of children (the “night commuters”) pouring into town from neighboring internally displaced persons

(IDP) camps, fleeing for fear of abduction and other abuses. And from the accounts of displaced persons we spoke with, the situation in

the camps had not improved. 

The training with HURIFO began with a warm welcome from Mr. Otto, director of the organization. It was great to return to familiar faces

and see how the organization continues to grow and thrive over time. With some new, dynamic staff added to the mix, the training was

both a refresher and a more in-depth look at the use of video in advocacy, with the development of a campaign Video Action Plan and

more learning around the processes of video production. At the end of my five days in Gulu, I left Bent Jorgen to continue a week of hands-

on training in the IDP camps with Francis and Stephen, the two human rights monitors most deeply involved in the use of video at

HURIFO— leaving hopeful that the energy and commitment of the partnership will contribute to furthering the work of the organization

and creating change in Northern Uganda.

Peace,

Hakima



Senegal 
At one point in “Against the Tide of History,” the video
co-produced by WITNESS and partner RADDHO,
Abdoulaye Diallo, a landmine survivor and advocate,
describes how people who have lost limbs to

landmines feel “neither dead, nor alive.” Elisabeth Nasalang,
another survivor, remarks that all she has to say to the people
who planted the mine that made her an amputee is that they killed
her “without finishing the job.” Other survivors describe the near
impossibility of continuing to support themselves and their
families after their injuries. Women speak of the difficulty they
experience keeping their husbands. Men speak of feeling
emasculated by the mines. 

The armed conflict centered in the Casamance region of Senegal
between the Senegalese government and the MFDC separatist
rebels, which began in 1982 and lasted for 22 years, was one in
which civilians saw the most casualties and suffering. It also made
the Casamance one of the most mined areas in West Africa.

“Against the Tide of History” was created to advocate before 
the Senegalese government and the international community,
and has been screened before Senegalese policymakers,
international organizations, and civilians. The first screenings 
in late 2004 before governmental officials and civil society
organizations garnered national media attention and led to 
a subsequent screening at the Forum on Peace, Truth and
Reconciliation organized by RADDHO in Ziguinchor. Following
this screening—literally on the spot—the Minister of Women and
Family Affairs pledged a major grant for the assistance of women
affected by landmines. This marks the first time that a government
entity in Senegal has provided assistance to landmine survivors. 

In another direct result of RADDHO’s advocacy efforts and the
video, prostheses are now freely available to landmine survivors in
the Casamance region and a prosthetics laboratory has been set
up in the regional hospital of Ziguinchor. In addition, the Belgium
embassy in Dakar has provided 35 million CFA (approx. $60,000)
for income-generating projects for landmine survivors. 

In 2006, RADDHO and WITNESS will use the video to call for
further assistance to landmine victims and for such assistance 
to become systematic policy for future landmine survivors. By the
end of the year, RADDHO will phase out of Core Partner status
and enter WITNESS’ larger “network” of more than 300 groups
in 60 countries worldwide with which we have partnered since
our inception.
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In 2004, WITNESS and IHRDA co-produced “The Road to
Justice,” a video advocating for the effective implementation 
of the African Court, which must have widespread jurisdiction
on the continent and accessibility to those directly affected 
by human rights violations. The video, along with an advocacy
and action booklet, is currently being distributed to over 200
decision-makers and civil society organizations in Africa and
internationally. The video will be translated into Portuguese
and Arabic in 2006.

Kenya
WITNESS has established a new partnership 
with the Kenyan organization Cemiride, which 
is working to secure the rights of minority and
indigenous communities in the country and within

the African region. In partnership with WITNESS, Cemiride
will use video as evidentiary submission in tandem with a legal
brief before the African Commission on Human and Peoples’
Rights on behalf of the Endorois community and in its broader
advocacy campaign around the issue of land rights.

The Gambia
In January 2004, the African Court on Human and
Peoples’ Rights came into being as a pan-African
mechanism for bringing justice against human rights
perpetrators. The mere existence of the Court, however,

will not be enough to create a culture of respect for human rights
on the continent. To date, only 22 out of 53 members of the
African Union have ratified the Court’s Protocol and only one of
those states has accepted the jurisdiction of the Court to hear
cases from nongovernmental organizations and individuals.

WITNESS partner The Institute for Human Rights and
Development for Africa (IHRDA), based in the Gambia, was
founded in 1997 to increase the effectiveness and accessibility 
of the human rights protection mechanisms of the African Union,
especially the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights.

IHRDA believes that African human rights law can be a powerful
tool for advocacy and justice if civil society has the necessary
information and training to use treaties effectively. Video advocacy,
by disseminating knowledge, thus becomes a key preliminary
step to the process of enabling citizens to apply for legal redress
to human rights abuses.
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In April, I traveled with Gillian Caldwell to meet with government
officials and advocate for the implementation of recommendations
put forward by the TRC. We used “Witness to Truth” as a tool in
making our presentations. I was awed on our trip by the grace,
compassion, and faith that the people I visited in transit centers
and refugee camps displayed in the face of terrible losses. 

After we made our presentation, President Kabbah committed
himself to releasing a detailed policy paper on plans to implement
the recommendations of the TRC. But when the White Paper 
was published, it didn’t go far enough in making sure that the
nightmare wouldn’t be repeated. I’m going to continue to help
WITNESS on its campaign in Sierra Leone as it works with its
global allies to pressure the Sierra Leonean government to pass
the newly-introduced TRC bill into law. 

Video advocacy isn’t just about creating images of what’s
happening. It lets every concerned citizen participate in the
process of reforming human rights. Neutral observers are
important in lots of situations. But right now WITNESS needs 
you to become a passionate observer. That’s how you can help
WITNESS change the world. Keep watching the videos. Act on
the message. Let’s all work together to make sure that the space
in which human rights abuses can take place off camera keeps
getting smaller until it’s cut out of reality.

ANGELINA JOLIE: 
MY WORK WITH WITNESS
Working as a UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador, I’ve seen too many
refugee crises that either never made it into the media spotlight or
passed out of it too soon. A lot of times it’s the unseen crises that
bring the worst human rights violations. 

My recent involvement with WITNESS has shown me what can
be accomplished by using a camera to expose crises that pass
under the media radar. Not only can the presence of a camera
offer hope to people whose rights are being abused by making
them feel they’re not alone, a camera can interrupt those
responsible for violations—and trigger action from those with 
the ability to stop abuse. 

It’s truly amazing how the promise of a filmed record can make
people reconsider their responsibilities. Especially when people
know that videotape of their actions is going to be made available
to international bodies of law and human rights advocates, they
want to look their best. Or at least they don’t want to look their
absolute worst. I’m happy that my presence as an actress can
bring attention to human rights issues. But even an unknown
citizen with a camera in a situation where rights are being abused
can have a huge impact. Pointing that handicam lens the right
way gives something of the “power of the movies” to any would-
be rights advocate anywhere. 

I work with WITNESS because of how the organization
understands that power and has developed strong models for
training others to use it in defense of human rights. Nowhere has
this been more important than in Sierra Leone, where an eleven-
year conflict left the lives of tens of thousands of citizens in ruin. In
2002, after the war was finally over, the citizens of Sierra Leone
demonstrated great bravery and hope in founding the Sierra
Leonean Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC). The TRC
hosted a series of hearings where victims and perpetrators of the
war came to tell the truth about what happened and why.
WITNESS was invited by the TRC to produce “Witness to Truth,”
a video version of its written report on the war. 

- Angelina Jolie with President Ahman Tejan Kabbah of Sierra Leone

- Angelina Jolie with Gillian Caldwell and Consultant Gavin Simpson in Sierra Leone
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Sierra Leone
Cecilia Caulkner, a resident of Bonthe District in Sierra
Leone, appears before the Sierra Leonean Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) in a scene from the
WITNESS video “Witness to Truth.” Speaking with

extraordinary restraint, she describes a long, slow process of
humiliation, torture, and death. Soldiers first demolished her
property, then killed and mutilated her son before her eyes.
Finally, they began burying her alive. Just before covering her 
face with earth, they released her—no less arbitrarily than they’d
destroyed her life.

Sadly, Cecilia’s story is all too typical of the devastating eleven-
year civil war in Sierra Leone, which left thousands of citizens
brutalized, traumatized, and impoverished by both rebels and 
pro-government fighters. “Witness to Truth” was produced by
WITNESS at the invitation of the TRC as an unprecedented
visual counterpart to the written report created by the TRC in 
the war’s aftermath. The video juxtaposes footage of the TRC
hearings at which ex-soldiers and civilians relate their personal
experiences of murder, mutilation, rape, and other forms of human
rights violations with raw images of the conflict itself.

In 2005, WITNESS launched and completed a major
educational campaign in collaboration with four local human
rights groups in Sierra Leone around “Witness to Truth” to
publicize the work of the TRC nationwide. Throughout the year,
20,000 viewers participated in screenings, including key
government officials, religious leaders, human rights activists,
and representatives of civil society groups; 81% of viewers
reported after screenings that they “actively” supported the
campaign to implement the TRC recommendations.

In April, actress and UNHCR goodwill ambassador Angelina Jolie
traveled to Sierra Leone with WITNESS Executive Director
Gillian Caldwell to meet with President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah 
and advocate for implementation of key TRC recommendations.
Following this advocacy effort, in a major statement of commitment
to the TRC process, President Kabbah agreed to release a policy
paper detailing plans to implement the recommendations. But
this White Paper did not guarantee tangible steps to ensure that
the human rights abuses of the war would not be repeated. 

WITNESS has now partnered with the International Center for
Transitional Justice and has developed and introduced a TRC 
bill in Parliament that would implement all the key imperative
recommendations issued by the TRC. By keeping the eyes 
of the world on Sierra Leone, we will continue pressuring the
government to pass the bill and advance toward the goal of
lasting peace.

“The [‘Witness to Truth’]
video has transformed my
thoughts on the TRC in a
very positive way. I now 
see it as a great chance to
find our way out of the
problems that bad
governance has brought 
us. I believe that the whole
Sierra Leonean population
must now be mobilized and
educated about the TRC
recommendations to…
enhance progress.” 

- Viewer, Kambia District, Sierra Leone
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The Video
HURIFO became a WITNESS partner in May 2004. In
December 2005, Francis Odongyoo of HURIFO spent four
weeks at WITNESS’ New York offices to co-produce the video,
which advocates for accountability in the form of investigation
and prosecution of perpetrators of torture, along with substantial
policy reforms and changes in practice within the Ugandan
military, the national government, and the international community. 

“The introduction of video as an advocacy tool has changed the
face of our entire organization,” said Francis. “We used to think of
video as something just for use by journalists, with no relevance for
our mission. But it has given HURIFO the credibility and measurable
impact we strive for. Footage we’ve shot has already been used
as evidence in courts and the completion of advocacy videos will
allow us to reach many more people and create real change.”

HURIFO’s method of working compelled the filmmakers to be
more than allies to camp residents. Francis and his colleagues
strive to identify themselves as completely as possible with their
subjects to do justice to their stories. Shooting video in the large,
insecure camps is a complex, sometimes dangerous business—
for both the filmmakers and their subjects, who must be carefully
protected against the possibility of further attacks by perpetrators
afraid of being exposed as human rights abusers. Members of
HURIFO discovered that it was not possible to visit the camps
with a set agenda of what to film since camp conditions are
always in volatile flux. Instead, they made themselves available
around the clock to respond to reports of human rights violations

in progress. Sometimes they would remain for days or weeks in
the camps to capture the daily lives of survivors and their families.

“Despite the brutality of these stories the film ultimately conveys 
a message of hope,” said WITNESS Program Coordinator for
Africa and the Middle East, Hakima Abbas. “In each instance the
civilians are actively, effectively engaged in the pursuit of justice
or in helping others caught up in the violence. The video shows
these survivors taking action to create change, and calls for
others to join them.”

Progress and Goals
HURIFO’s first advocacy video will be completed in January
2006 and the organization hopes to produce a second video on
resettlement by the end of the year. The current film is aimed at a
targeted range of audiences, including torture survivors, the
Ugandan military and government ministers, members of the U.S.
Congress, the International Criminal Court, the United Nations,
and the European Union. Ultimately, HURIFO seeks something
more meaningful than prosecution for perpetrators alone.
Through video advocacy, the organization hopes to secure an 
end to the human rights violations of IDPs in northern Uganda.

- HURIFO staff in Gulu, northern Uganda
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Background
“Sometimes I wonder if I should die, or what I should do,” says
Jennifer, an internally displaced person (IDP) depicted in a
forthcoming film by WITNESS partner Human Rights Focus
(HURIFO) on human rights abuses in IDP camps in northern
Uganda. “At times when I’m alone, I’m sad and cry.” 

Jennifer has just learned that she is HIV positive as a result of her
rape by two soldiers in the Ugandan army while inside a camp
that was supposed to offer her protection. The film also tells the
story of Agnes, a woman whose fingers were shot off by soldiers
disputing her claim that she didn’t have information on the enemy,
and of Odong and his uncle Atare, who describe an unspeakable
scene in which they were savagely beaten and forced to have sex
with each other.

Compiled from footage shot over nearly a year, the video presents
firsthand testimony by civilians on the abominable brutality to
which they’ve been subjected over the course of nearly two
decades of conflict between the Ugandan government and the
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). Human rights abuses in the
region have included widespread torture, rape, maimings,
abductions, and arbitrary killings perpetrated by both sides. 

In 1996, the forced eviction of civilians to so-called “protected
camps” created a crisis of internal displacement which has
swollen dramatically over the past three years from a half-million
IDPs to a peak of almost two million today. Though the camps
were ostensibly created as safe havens for IDPs, by packing
huge groups into cramped locations they have compounded
civilian vulnerability and become centers of some of the worst
human rights violations in the region. Apart from violent attacks,
day-to-day living conditions in the camps are appalling, with 
a widespread lack of infrastructure and basic services.

Using international human rights standards and national
legislation, along with innovative training programs for civilians
and the Ugandan military, HURIFO advocates for the rights of
IDPs in northern Uganda and addresses numerous issues of
human rights abuses affecting the population.

“We have to make a record
now of what’s happening—
of the torture and other
human rights abuses being
inflicted on civilians in
northern Uganda—because
if we don’t the evidence will
disappear and people won’t
believe us when we tell
them of the cruelties that
took place here.” 

- Francis Odongyoo, Research and Advocacy Officer, Human Rights Focus

CORE PARTNER PROFILE: 
HUMAN RIGHTS FOCUS
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United States
Guards encourage fights between wards—when they’re

not engaging in violence against wards themselves. Youth on
lockdown are sometimes held in isolation cells for 18 months at 
a time—compared to the national mean of 72 hours. Macings are
so routine that in one facility youth were maced over 200 times in
a single month—often receiving severe burns because they were
not allowed to wash themselves afterwards.

The barbaric abuses that characterize the California Youth Authority
offer a picture that many Americans associate with prison systems
on “the other side of the globe.” Yet these are American youth—
overwhelmingly of color—caught up in a system that has
abandoned its mandate to educate and rehabilitate its wards.

WITNESS and partner Books Not Bars, a project of the Ella
Baker Center for Human Rights, joined forces in 2004 to
produce “System Failure: Violence, Abuse and Neglect in the
California Youth Authority.” The video highlights the failures of 
the CYA through the personal stories of youth and families with
firsthand experiences in California’s troubled juvenile system. 

After a precedent-setting screening of “System Failure” at the
California State Capitol by Books Not Bars in January, new
legislation calling for the overhaul of the CYA was proposed by
California Senate Majority Leader Gloria Romero. Thanks in part
to subsequent screenings of “System Failure” for probation
officers, district attorneys, judges, and county officials, juvenile
intakes have been halted at the most abusive juvenile prison.
There has also been a dramatic overall reduction in the size of 
the juvenile population in the CYA.

United States/Mexico
Against a background of harsh desert landscape,
prison-style fencing, and armed vigilante groups, the

voices of undocumented migrants communicate simple human
needs and aspirations. “I must get ahead so my son can get an
education,” says Virgilio, a migrant from Guatemala. “If I were [in
Guatemala], I would not be able to pay for an education. That is
why I came to the United States.”

For more than a decade, the U.S. has been building its southern
border into a virtual war zone. Alongside military-style actions 
by the Border Patrol, armed vigilante groups that harass border
crossers and communities are growing, resulting in an effective
“para-militarization” of the border. The inflammatory rhetoric about
undocumented migrants pouring out of Washington, along with
President Bush’s recent visits to the southwest border, give
encouragement to vigilante groups like the Minuteman Project,
which has become a favorite of the mainstream media.

The video “Rights on the Line: Vigilantes at the Border,” 
co-produced by WITNESS, the American Civil Liberties Union 
of Texas, and WITNESS partner the American Friends Service
Committee, was shot by human rights activists and residents 
of border communities.

In 2005, “Rights on the Line” was screened throughout the
country in an ongoing effort to curb the spread of vigilante 
groups like the Minuteman Project. So far, the video has
mobilized migrant communities to join human rights campaigns
and prompted dozens of people to become legal observers. 
In Austin, the video was part of an effort that led the City Council
to unanimously approve a resolution opposing vigilantes and
requiring authorities to monitor and report all Minuteman activities
to the City Council. 

Distribution of “Rights on the Line” is the focus for 2006. The
video will be part of AFSC’s soon-to-be-launched “Human Rights
Yes” campaign along the U.S.-Mexico border and will target key
State and Federal immigration policymakers through a U.S.
Congressional briefing. A Spanish voiceover version is also 
close to completion and will facilitate screenings for migrant
communities along the border, providing critical information 
on vigilantes and the illegality of many of their actions.
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Brazil
Landowners in remote rural areas of Brazil currently use 
an estimated 25,000-40,000 slave laborers. The lack of a
strong Federal government presence in these regions, where

local authorities maintain strong ties with landowners, has created 
a situation of deplorable impunity. 

In response to this problem, WITNESS formed a partnership with
the Commissão Pastoral da Terra (CPT)’s Campaign to Eradicate
Slave Labor and the Centro pela Justiçia e o Direito Internacional
(CEJIL) in Brazil to put the topic of slave labor back on the agenda
as a gross human rights violation, rather than simply a problem of
poor working conditions.

Following CPT’s initial training with WITNESS in February, the
organization began working with CEJIL on a video that will feature
firsthand accounts of slave labor conditions in the north and
northeast of Brazil. The groups have already assembled close to
twenty hours of footage of workers in coal mines and agricultural
plantations. A second training session in early 2006 will enable us 
to review progress and begin providing guidance on the editing
process, which will take place over the summer. The resulting video
targeting national and international policymakers will advocate for an
end to impunity in the use of slave workers, while a second video will
be used as a mobilizing tool within communities where workers are
often recruited to become slave laborers.

Paraguay
Adolescent psychiatric patients held naked in cages littered
with excrement, neglected by staff, bereft of rehabilitative
treatment, dehumanized on every level. The conditions at the

Neuro-Psychiatric Hospital in Paraguay until recently resembled
those of a medieval asylum. WITNESS collaborated with former
Core Partner Mental Disability Rights International (MDRI) in late
2003 to edit a video shot by MDRI in the Neuro-Psychiatric
Hospital. The video focuses on the deplorable conditions in which
two teenage boys, Julio and Jorge, were kept for many years.

After the video was submitted to the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights (IACHR) in December 2003, the Commission
granted emergency measures for residents of the hospital,
Paraguay’s only public psychiatric facility. MDRI and WITNESS
brought the issue to the broader public’s attention by streaming
video over our websites. Additionally, MDRI collaborated with CNN
en Español, resulting in the story being aired throughout Latin
America. Both tracks of exposure exerted further pressure on the
Paraguayan government to take action.

In late December 2003, prompted by CNN’s coverage of the
Commission’s historic decision, the President of Paraguay
personally visited the institution. He fired the Director after seeing
the conditions and in early 2005 the Paraguayan government signed
a precedent-setting agreement with MDRI and the Center for
Justice and International Law (CEJIL). The agreement sets out a
blueprint for reforming Paraguay’s mental health system. It also has
the potential to become a template for similar reforms throughout
the Americas.

“Images, especially in
videos, are very important
tools for human rights
defenders because they
allow them to bring to
regional and international
human rights mechanisms
relevant testimonies that
we take into consideration
when we issue decisions.” 

- Santiago Canton, Executive Secretary, Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights
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The Video
In one scene from “Dual Injustice,” David describes being forced to
make the grotesque transition from a family member grieving the
loss of a loved one to the subject of a police interrogation. “One is
expecting a hand, but instead they knock you down,” he said.

Much of the film is a story of loss and degradation interwoven 
with fragments of home videos shot of Neyra’s life. However, the
relentless dedication of David’s and Neyra’s family to the cause 
of their children’s human rights is demonstrated in this powerful
video with the potential to bring about justice.

“We have tried to explain what’s happening in Chihuahua and
Ciudad Juarez with different tools and this special tool of video
advocacy has been by far the most effective,” said Marimar
Monroy of Comisión Mexicana. “We will continue screenings
across the Americas and Europe until justice is achieved for 
both Neyra and David.”

Progress and Goals
In general, Federal authorities in Mexico have recognized the
ongoing murders of women and the mishandling of evidence as
problematic, while authorities at the State level have been less
willing to acknowledge wrongdoings.

However, days after Comisión Mexicana screened “Dual
Injustice” to court and Attorney General officials at the Chihuahua
State level in Mexico, high ranking officials were quoted in a
leading national newspaper as saying the Public Ministry may
drop charges against David, citing lack of evidence as a reason.
Although a decision has not yet been issued, this represents a
hopeful shift in the official response to the problem. 

“Dual Justice” has also been used to galvanize international
support around the campaign to free David and secure justice 
for Neyra. After a screening at a U.S. Congressional briefing in
Washington, DC, Congresswoman Hilda L. Solis (D-CA) said,
“Dual Injustice illustrates the tragic reality of families suffering 
the loss of a daughter, sister, or mother in Ciudad Juarez and
Chihuahua, Mexico. We must find ways to work together to help
bring an end to these ongoing murders.” 

Along with Amnesty International, the Latin America Working
Group (LAWG), and the Washington Office on Latin America
(WOLA), the video was also used as a pivotal tool in a successful
advocacy strategy that prompted 149 members of the U.S.
Congress to sign resolutions urging the State Department to
become more engaged in resolving the murders of women.
Seven members of Congress have also sent individual letters 
to Mexican authorities asking for David’s release.

In the coming year, Comisión Mexicana and WITNESS will
continue distribution of “Dual Injustice” in close collaboration with
others who work on the issue in Mexico, the U.S., and beyond.
Comisión Mexicana will screen excerpts at a regional hearing on
feminicide at the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights,
while Amnesty International’s Campaign to Stop Violence Against
Women will continue to use the video in its work on Ciudad
Juarez and Chihuahua.

- Neyra Azucena Cervantes

- Carmen Argueta, mother of David (left), Patricia Cervantes, mother of Neyra
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Overview
A large pink cross embedded with nails and hanging nametags
stands in front of the Governor’s office in Chihuahua City, Mexico.
It memorializes the violent deaths of more than 400 young women
in Ciudad Juarez and Chihuahua City over the past twelve years.
The film “Dual Injustice” produced with our partner Comisión
Mexicana profiles the case of one of these women, Neyra
Azucena Cervantes, and her cousin, David Meza, providing a
glimpse into a larger pattern of human rights abuse endemic to
the region.

The events following Neyra’s disappearance on May 13, 2003
were typical—it took authorities a month to even post missing
signs, and throughout the crucial initial period of investigation
new officers were reassigned to her case on a weekly basis. 
This sluggish response led the family to create its own task force
to search for her. David was asked to participate and made the
1,500-mile trek from Chiapas to join in the family’s efforts to
demand police assistance.

Eventually, Neyra’s family arranged a meeting with the Chihuahua
Attorney General. During their exchange, David directly challenged
the Attorney General’s competence, to which he responded,
“You want a culprit? You’re going to have him very soon.” One
week later, David was in jail.

After being mummied in bandages, drenched in water, shocked,
smothered, and otherwise tortured for six hours, David signed a
statement devised by the police to incriminate him. No other
evidence links him to the crime. Two years later, he is still behind
bars awaiting a judge’s verdict.

The failure of the Mexican authorities to effectively investigate
these murders and the disappearances of women in the region 
is a human rights outrage. But together with this gender-based
violence—a phenomenon termed “feminicide”—another form of
abuse is occurring in which authorities scapegoat innocent
citizens and torture them to confess to crimes they did not commit.

CORE PARTNER PROFILE: 
COMISIÓN MEXICANA
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Burma
“We worry mostly about food when we are fleeing.
We never know how many days we’ll have to be on
the run,” says one displaced civilian in eastern Burma,

referring to their brutal flight from forced relocation, forced labor,
torture, and arbitrary killing. Another civilian, recounting his
escape from the Burmese military, remarks on the anguish of
seeing his children go hungry. “They are young and don’t understand,”
he says. “It makes me cry sometimes when I think of them.”

Over the past decade, close to one million people have been
compelled to leave their homes and become “internally displaced
persons” (IDPs) in eastern Burma. Their precarious lives reflect
the constant threat of violence and destruction under which they
must survive. Lacking everything but the most minimal humanitarian
aid, denied the stability of a home and livelihood (not to mention
essential services like medical facilities and education), these
people are never at peace.

In early 2005, WITNESS partner Burma Issues produced
“Always on the Run” to expose the impact of the Burma military’s
aggression on IDPs and on civil society more broadly in Burma.
The film was first screened before an audience of 100 advocates
at the U.S. Campaign for Burma Conference in Washington D.C.,
and was provided to the U.N. Special Representative on IDPs.
These screenings were followed by further presentations at the
U.N. and widespread distribution on Capitol Hill. The film has also
been used extensively in activist organizing around key dates in
Summer 2005, such as the lead-up to the reauthorization of U.S.
sanctions against Burma, and Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung
San Suu Kyi’s birthday, spent under continuing house arrest. 

Over the past three years, WITNESS has played a crucial role 
in supporting Burma Issues to provide an audiovisual voice for
displaced civilians in eastern Burma, helping to raise the profile of
IDP issues on the international agenda. We are now seeing these
efforts bear fruit. On December 16th, the U.N. Security Council
held its first-ever briefing on the situation in Burma. There is now
the prospect of international action to pressure the regime, partly
in response to concerns about the massive forced displacement
of rural communities that WITNESS and Burma Issues have
helped to highlight.

We have also supported Burma Issues in its development of an
autonomous video production program, which has produced a
range of other videos, including “From Prison to Frontline: Forced
Portering for the SPDC.” This year, with the departure of volunteer
trainer Klaartje Jong, who worked devotedly with Burma Issues
for two years, the organization has developed significant internal
capacity to produce and edit new videos in their field offices
around Thailand.

Next year, we will work with Burma Issues to produce a new 
video that further consolidates the position of the IDP issue at 
the core of the human rights debate on Burma, and will phase
Burma Issues out of our Core Partner portfolio and into our larger
partner “network,” proud of their newly gained self-sufficiency in
video production.

Papua, Indonesia 
WITNESS recently established a new partnership 
with the Office for Justice and Peace, Jayapura, Papua,

Indonesia (SKP-Jayapura). Working with WITNESS, the group
will use video to amplify the voices of Papuans and break the
silence both nationally and internationally around Papuans’ long
history of human rights violations and repression.

FOCUS ON ASIAFOCUS ON ASIA
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DAY IN THE LIFE: 

WITNESS PROGRAM MANAGER, 

SAM GREGORY

Letter from East Timor

Dear staff,

I wanted to let you know that I have returned safely from Timor. What an exceptionally moving place to be in the current human rights

situation—a place where the human rights activists and independence leaders of the past 25 years of struggle transition into leading a

new nation. Everywhere there are signs of what the Indonesian-supported militia and military did—most notably the burned-out

buildings from the 1999 destruction—but people are moving forward with courage and optimism.

I co-led an interesting and thought-provoking screening of the WITNESS-Sierra Leonean Truth and Reconciliation Commission film,

“Witness to Truth,” at the Timorese TRC, which is housed in a former Indonesian jail for political prisoners. It was attended by Timorese

NGO leaders as well as by U.N. and Commission staff. A very positive response to the video—echoed when I showed it in a training later.

Afterwards I traveled down the coast to Com, where the Human Rights and Peoples’ Diplomacy Training Program (DTP) was being held. 

It went very well and included 30 exceptional activists from around the region including Burma, Nepal, the Philippines, Timor Leste,

Papua New Guinea, and Australia. We did a two-day video advocacy Seeding training, and it really energized people. I added screenings

in the evening so people could see “Witness to Truth” in full (there was lots of positive feedback and interest—and so many similarities

to the Timorese situation), and our other co-production “Following Antigone” about forensic anthropology and uncovering gross human

rights abuses.

It was also interesting to share some of the other WITNESS partner videos from outside the region. The discussion of how they are

generating change and the video advocacy session were among the best received segments of the course. People responded very

positively to the material from the Democratic Republic of Congo with lots of questions that I will bring back. 

Holding the training in East Timor—the first time that the DTP Program had done this—really connected it to the realities of

contemporary human rights struggles and victories. It was very moving. Sadly it feels like a rare victory—of a triumvirate of popular

national human rights struggles of the early 1990s, including Burma and Tibet, this is the success story of solidarity, commitment, and

indigenous activism. But hopefully we’re getting there with Burma.

I have lots of evaluation forms, questions about videos, and photos for when I come back. I’ll be going to some more meetings here with

Indonesian NGOs and media, and will be returning Friday.

Best,

Sam
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Bulgaria
WITNESS partner Organization Drom works to
promote the inclusion of Roma into all spheres of

Bulgarian society. Roma are an ethnic minority without a national
homeland who make up between five and ten percent of the
population of countries in Eastern and Central Europe. They are
the most disadvantaged minority on the continent.

In Bulgaria, only five percent of children ghettoized in exclusively
Romani schools have any prospect of completing their secondary
education. In fact, less than 0.5% of these pupils apply for the
national examinations required for admission to Bulgaria’s elite
high schools. Without proper education, Romani people are
unable to get jobs or acquire political representation. They live 
in extreme poverty, subject to cruel social stigmas.

To achieve school desegregation, Organization Drom from 
Vidin has engaged parents, children, local officials, and State
education authorities to establish a program to bus Romani
children to mainstream schools. The organization has also placed
its own coordinators (Roma youth, aged 20-25) in schools to
ensure the full adaptation of Roma children in the mixed school
environment and to act as facilitators between parents and
teachers. Drom’s efforts on behalf of the Roma community place
the organization at the forefront of Eastern Europe’s civil rights
movement—a movement strongly reminiscent of the work of civil
rights activists to desegregate American schools in the 1960s.

WITNESS’ Program Coordinator for Europe and the former
Soviet Union, Violeta Krasnic, traveled to Bulgaria in June to
provide representatives of Drom with video equipment and initial
video advocacy training. Together they developed plans for a
forthcoming video that will compare the stories and experiences
of Romani children who have participated in the desegregation
model with those who have not. The video will give viewers a
firsthand glimpse into the effects of segregation and integration
on the day-to-day lives of Romani youth. Shooting on the film
began in September, and the video will be edited in Spring 2006. 

The forthcoming film is targeted at local, national, and international
policymakers who can work to ensure that existing laws and
procedural acts calling for Roma integration receive the required
funding and official support necessary for implementation.

Joey was an inspiration to me and many others worldwide 
in his commitment to justice; a courageous man who spent
much of his life defending the human rights of marginalized
and indigenous communities in the Philippines. 
As a WITNESS partner, in support of other human rights
organizations, and with his own group Insights, Joey made
films on a range of issues including the impact of the
pineapple and tourism industries, human rights abuses 
within the war on terrorism, internal displacement, and the
indigenous land claims of the NAKAMATA coalition. His film
“Rule of the Gun in Sugarland” was distributed widely to
press for action on the lack of justice for killings of indigenous
leaders, and he was featured in the award-winning film
“Seeing is Believing: Human Rights, Handicams and the
News,” which documented the courageous efforts of video
advocates worldwide.

Joey’s investigations began in 1986, when he helped the U.S.
investigative television program “20/20” uncover the “Tasaday
Hoax,” a highly successful fraud to pass off local tribespeople
in the Philippines as a newly discovered Stone Age culture.
He soon began investigations on his own, probing into cases
of illegal logging, gold mining, and land-grabbing. Often he
tied in his videos to hard-hitting investigative reports published
in The Philippine Daily Inquirer. Joey’s exposés quickly made
him the object of repeated assassination and abduction
attempts in a country that is one of the more dangerous places
to do human rights and media work. In the very early days of
WITNESS, Joey applied for partnership, and our work
together was consolidated when he spent a year at the
University of Chicago in 2000-1 under the Human Rights
Advocates Fellowship Program. 

Over the years, Joey modeled values of quiet courage,
persistence, and personal commitment to a cause. 
As he himself said, “I always think that whatever I can attain 
in the field, no matter how little, would be of great help. 
This optimism keeps me going. I always share this kind of
perception and optimism with those I work with. By sharing a
common vision, we draw strength, inspiration and courage.” 
In the face of challenges, he maintained his sense of humor
and perspective, and did his best to ensure that those who
face human rights abuses lose neither their dignity nor their
voice to speak out. He is sorely missed.

Joey is survived by his wife, Renee, and by their five children—
Frances, Karl, Toto, Paula, and Ossie—as well as by his first
grandchild, Rizal Joey Lozano. Friends of Joey have established
the Lozano Support Fund in his memory to support the family’s
outstanding medical costs, and to provide for his children’s
education. Please visit www.seeingisbelieving.ca/joey/support
for more information.

Sam Gregory
WITNESS Program Manager

IN MEMORIAM:
JOEY R.B. LOZANO
On September 16, 2005, Joey R.B. Lozano, one of WITNESS’
most longstanding partners and a former member of our Board,
passed away after a struggle with cancer. 
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The Video
API welcomed the opportunity to form a partnership with
WITNESS because it lacked the know-how and the resources 
to launch a video production. Notwithstanding this lack of
training, WITNESS found in API a highly professional, well-
prepared partner and production began in May, just five months
after initial contact was made. “Throughout the application and
production process we were impressed with the degree to which
API clearly lived its engagement with human rights,” said
WITNESS Program Coordinator for Europe and the Former
Soviet Union, Violeta Krasnic. “When you provide community-
based services, you yourself are the community tasked with
rethinking the treatment of client populations at every level.”

Progress and Goals
“Living Proof” is aimed at a wide range of decision-makers in
Croatia at the national and local levels, at the general public, and
at people with intellectual disabilities and their families. Croatia 
is in the midst of complex, multi-faceted negotiations on how
institutions should be transformed. Officials are uncertain how 
to proceed and parents and family members are often afraid of
change. There are thus many opportunities for video advocacy,
and “Living Proof” has been developed to work in different
contexts depending on how negotiations develop. 

Throughout 2006, API will screen “Living Proof” before heads 
of relevant ministries, government bodies, representatives of
centers for social welfare, and NGOs to demonstrate the
changes that have been achieved in recent years, and that the
promise of people with intellectual disabilities living successfully
in the community is already a reality. Among all the audiences the
film is made for, API is most concerned with the response of the
participants. “It’s their movie and that’s the most important thing,”
comments Rozman. “What’s more, if they are satisfied with the
video and its message, other people will be affected as well.”

“Living Proof” was finished in December and first screened at 
the “Right to Life in the Community” conference on December
8th in Zagreb, Croatia, organized by API. The participants in the
video and API clients were positive about the film’s portrayal of
their lives and hopeful about its potential to trigger reform.

At the end of the film, Ivka Krželj, a beneficiary of API’s advocacy
work, remarks that everyone should leave the institutions, live in
their own apartments, and receive whatever support they need 
to do so. They would be better off, she declares. “Beyond that, 
it’s up to all of you to decide…”

- Zehra Alikić Nukić and Bǒzidar Čǔcić

- Zehra Alikić Nukić - Vladimir Kozarić and Marija Labǎs

FOCUS ON EUROPE
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Background
Images of couples strolling through markets, cooking together,
laughing at the antics of a pet, discussing love and future plans.
Scenes of people talking about their right to work, to have 
friends and neighbors, to receive and provide support to their
communities. The day-to-day intimacies and aspirations of the
people depicted in the film “Living Proof: The Right to Live in the
Community” are poignant precisely for their ordinariness. 

Likewise, the philosophy of Association for Promoting Inclusion
(API) is simple, but carries profound implications: Life in the
community is everyone’s right—regardless of their disability, and
institutions—no matter how progressive—isolate and segregate
people. “Living Proof,” co-produced by WITNESS and API,
advocates for the intellectually disabled by opening windows
onto the meaningful lives these people have created in the
community outside of institutions.

The film explores, demystifies, and offers a solution to the
question of what deinstitutionalization would look like. In one
typical scene, a man and woman sit together, talking about their
love. Milica describes how the relationship between her and Božo
is good—they treat each other well, they don’t fight or hurt each
other. “I love her a lot…,” Božo continues as Milica helps to
translate his labored speech. He listens intently, telling her, when
she has trouble expressing the nature of his love, to go on, until at
last she breaks off, turns to him in loving exasperation, and says, 
“I can’t tell them everything you said.”

This exchange crystallizes a familiar truth: The love between 
these two people—like any love—is ultimately something shared
between them. We learn in the video that the lives of people with
intellectual disabilities in a community setting look just like anyone
else’s, given support and the chance for self-determination. 
“We wanted to make audiences of ‘Living Proof’ uncomfortable
with their own stereotypes, hopefully leading to both behavior 
and policy changes,” said API representative Bojana Rozman. 

The importance of taking a new approach to portraying
individuals with intellectual disabilities on video is underscored 
by conventional Croatian media coverage of institutional life. 
As the idea for the film was gestating with API, a number of
scandals broke out in institutions across the country—not for the
first time. Media reporting of these events never depicted the
individuals who were abused, focusing instead on the
perpetrators. By narrowing the scope of the problem to particular
instances of transgression, news coverage ignored the wholesale
violation of human rights to which residents of all institutions,
actively abused or not, are subjected.

CORE PARTNER PROFILE: 
ASSOCIATION FOR
PROMOTING INCLUSION

- Petar Vitek and Ivka Křzelj
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Impact
1) Mexico (Chihuahua):
The Public Ministry may drop charges against a man tortured into
confessing to the murder of his cousin—the subjects of the film 
“Dual Injustice”—citing a lack of evidence linking him to the crime. 

2) Mexico (Mexico City):
The Mexican Attorney General’s office disbursed funds for an official
evaluation of an area affected by severe environmental degradation after
viewing footage shot by participants at a WITNESS Seeding training.

3) Netherlands:
After a screening of “A Duty to Protect” on child soldiers in the DRC before
key staff at the International Criminal Court, Chief Prosecutor Mr. Luis
Moreno Ocampo agreed to respond via video to questions about the Court
that arose during community screenings of the film.

4) Paraguay:
The Paraguayan government signed an historic agreement with former
Core Partner MDRI and CEJIL to reform the country’s mental health 
system after viewing footage of egregious conditions at a state-run
psychiatric hospital.

5) Senegal:
The Minister of Women’s and Family Affairs pledged unprecedented
funding for women landmine victims, and a regional hospital is providing
prostheses free-of-charge as a result of “Against the Tide of History.”

6) Sierra Leone:
WITNESS partnered with the International Center for Transitional Justice to
support local NGOs to develop and introduce a bill in Parliament that would
implement all the key imperative recommendations issued by the country’s
Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

7) USA (Texas):
The Austin City Council unanimously approved a resolution opposing
vigilantes along the U.S.-Mexico border and requiring authorities to monitor
and report all vigilante activities after a screening of “Rights 
on the Line.”

8) USA (California):
The State Senate Majority Leader in California introduced sweeping
legislation to overhaul the State’s juvenile prison system five days after a
screening of “System Failure” at the Capitol.

Equipment
1) Brazil
Partner: CPT & CEJIL Brazil

2) Croatia
Partner: API

3) Democratic Republic of Congo
Partner: AJEDI-Ka/PES

4) Indonesia
Partner: SKP-Jayapura

5) Uganda
Partner: HURIFO

New Productions
1) “Always on the Run” 
Partner: Burma Issues
Country: Burma/Thailand

2) “Double Injustice: Feminicide and Torture in Ciudad Juarez 
and Chihuahua”
Partner: Comisión Mexicana
Country: Mexico

3) “A Duty to Protect: Justice for Child Soldiers in the DRC” 
Partner: AJEDI-Ka/PES
Country: Democratic Republic of Congo

4) “Living Proof: The Right to Live in the Community”
Partner: API
Country: Croatia

5) “Rights on the Line: Vigilantes at the Border” 
Partner: AFSC
Country: USA (Arizona)
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Partner Trainings
1) Brazil
Partner: CPT and CEJIL Brazil

2) Bulgaria
Partner: Organization Drom

3) Bulgaria
Partner: Organization Drom

4) Burma/Thailand
Partner: Burma Issues

5) Burma/Thailand
Partner: Burma Issues

6) Croatia
Partner: API

7) Indonesia
Partner: SKP-Jayapura

8) Uganda
Partner: HURIFO

9) USA (New York)
Partner: AFSC

10) USA (New York)
Partner: AJEDI-Ka/PES

11) USA (New York)
Partner: AJEDI-Ka/PES

12) USA (New York)
Partner: API

13) USA (New York)
Partner: Comisión Mexicana

14) USA (New York)
Partner: HURFIO

15) USA (Philadelphia)
Partner: AFSC

Seeding Workshops
1) Atlanta, USA

2) Bangkok, Thailand

3) Belgrade, Serbia and Montenegro

4) Belgrade, Serbia and Montenegro

5) Boston, USA

6) Budapest, Hungary

7) Budapest, Hungary

8) Budapest, Hungary

9) Dublin, Ireland

10) East Timor

11) Freetown, Sierra Leone

12) Geneva, Switzerland

13) London, England

14) Montreal, Canada

15) New York, USA

16) New York, USA

17) New York, USA

18) New York, USA

19) New York, USA

20) New York, USA

21) Porto Alegre, Brazil

22) Prague, Czech Republic

23) São Paolo, Brazil

24) Tunis, Tunisia

25) Washington, DC, USA

26) Yalta, Ukraine

27) Zagreb, Croatia

28) Zagreb, Croatia
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The Inspiration
This new stage of WITNESS’ growth will move us ever closer 
to the promise of Co-founder Peter Gabriel’s powerful vision.
Peter’s initial concept for WITNESS involved the establishment
of a populist media-creation platform. He wanted to put video
cameras into the hands of human rights activists worldwide in 
the hope that they would capture evidence of abuses and put
their footage into the public sphere, provoking global response.
Peter knew that moving images communicate with an immediacy
matched by no other medium, and they inspire people to take action.

In the early years of WITNESS, we discovered that it wasn’t
enough to just supply the cameras. Without in-depth training in
how to use those cameras, activists weren’t in a position to
produce much usable footage. So instead we began to focus our
efforts on expanding and refining our training methodologies. We
are proud of the models we’ve created for training global human
rights groups in video advocacy. But while WITNESS will always
continue to hone these best practices, we can now afford to bring
more resources to bear elsewhere. This is fortunate, since the
emerging possibilities of media creation and distribution are
demanding our renewed attention.

The Action
In December 2005, the WITNESS Board voted to support the
creation of the WITNESS Video Hub as a key step toward
implementing our new technology strategy. Premiering in 2007,
the Video Hub will be a place where anyone with footage of
human rights violations can go to upload video that can be used
to create change—serving concerned citizens, activists,
journalists, researchers, and advocates worldwide. Our current
plan is not to serve as gatekeepers of content ourselves, but to
allow for peer review to foster a sense of community responsibility
and accountability. 

Using existing technologies such as mobile devices and web-
based video uploads and distribution, open source video editing
systems online, content syndication, social software, peer
filtering, user-generated meta tags, and online advocacy and
organizational tools, the site will provide new opportunities to
feed the populist shift toward user-generated content in the
service of global human rights advocacy. Ultimately, we hope the
Video Hub will operate as one giant portal for our Seeding Video
Advocacy initiative, providing the tools of video advocacy to
anyone interested in using them in their work.

‘97

‘98 ‘99

‘00

‘01

‘02

‘03

‘04

‘05

‘06

RealVideo Player, one of the first
media players capable of streaming
video over the Internet, is introduced. 

WITNESS partner Global Survival
Network uses hidden cameras to
expose the trafficking of women by
the Russian mafia.

The first video Rights Alert
is broadcast on the newly-
launched WITNESS website.

The first miniDV camera and the
first mobile phone with a camera
are introduced.

WITNESS becomes an
independent organization. 

Using hidden cameras, partner
RAWA films public hangings
under Taliban rule in Afghanistan

Cell phone text messaging helps to
topple the government of President
Estrada in the Philippines. 

Joey Lozano in the Philippines is
the first partner to receive a laptop
computer and editing software via
a film team recruited by WITNESS.

The Oxford English Dictionary
includes the word “weblog.”

American military in
Iraq email images of
abused prisoners
to friends 
and familiy,
sparking the
scandal of 
Abu Ghraib.

The first media coverage of the
London train bombings comes
from the underground “tube”
via a cellular phone camera. 

WITNESS’ Executive Director
launches the organization’s first
blog from Sierra Leone. 

WITNESS begins partnership
with Rabble, a news service that
streams video to mobile phones.

The Global Indymedia
movement is founded in Seattle. 

Apple releases Final Cut Pro 1.0
desktop editing software.

WITNESS announces plans for
the new Video Hub, an online
interactive destination that will
enable people worldwide to
upload and share video of 
human rights abuses from
mobile devices.

The Opportunity
Communications media have changed dramatically in the thirteen
years since WITNESS was founded. During this time, we have
continually challenged the paradigms of traditional media content
creation by incorporating the latest technologies into our work.
But we are now facing an unprecedented frontier, with digital
technology and the “participatory culture” it has inspired about 
to explode.

Through the use of mobile communications, today individuals 
are generating their own news content outside the mainstream
media. Just consider what is now possible:

• American military stationed in Iraq emailed digital images of
abused prisoners to friends and family, revealing the scandal 
of Abu Ghraib.

• An eyewitness to the recent London bombings reported live to
the BBC on his cellular phone from the underground “tube.” 

• Charges were dropped in the case of a bystander arrested for
inciting violence at the Republican National Convention in New
York after videotape surfaced showing the man simply walking
down the street prior to the arrest.

These are exciting times for the potential of visual imagery to
create change. WITNESS strives to be at the forefront of this
transition, providing inspired leadership through risk-taking and
innovation and carving out a unique territory in the human rights
landscape for activists around the globe to find a voice.

In response to these new innovations, this fall we commissioned
Evolve Strategies, a consortium of leading technology 
consultants, to produce a 100-page report (available at
www.witness.org/technology) outlining an ambitious new 
effort to harness the power of the communications revolution 
to serve our mission. 

New Technology Initiative
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‘96‘86 ‘87

‘88

‘89 ‘90

‘91 ‘93

‘95‘85

Sony releases the first Handycam
which uses the 8mm video format.

Peter Gabriel joins Amnesty
International’s “Human Rights
Now!” tour of 19 countries. He
brings a Handycam with him.

A Hi8 video camera retails
at $1,800US.

The Rodney King assault is
broadcast worldwide.

Peter Gabriel, with funding from
the Reebok Foundation for Human
Rights, founds WITNESS as a
project of the Lawyers Committee
for Human Rights.

Mosaic, one of the first Internet
browsers, is released.

The Internet grows
in popularity. 

‘94‘92
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To date, four images have been printed through the collaboration
of eight artists working in pairs. Each one is titled simply “Artists
Support www.witness.org,” followed by their names and places of
birth. All the works are signed by both artists. The first two images,
one created by Iranian-born artist Shirin Neshat with Israeli-born
artist Izhar Patkin, the second involving a collaboration between
Sebastião Salgado of Brazil and William Wegman of the U.S.,
were chosen to be exhibited in October at FIAC, the prestigious
international art fair in Paris. Sales in Paris were made to French
regional museums that have lending libraries for local communities.
Several prominent international museums have additionally
expressed interest in exhibiting the works in the future.

Other collaborations in the series include Chilean-born Alfredo
Jaar with Dayanita Singh of India, and German-born Kiki Smith
with Cai Guo-Qiang of China. A fifth collaboration is also in the
works. The U.S. debut of the images took place at WITNESS’
Focus for Change Gala Dinner and Concert on December 5th 
in New York, where 15 prints were sold, including a full portfolio
purchased by Angelina Jolie.

The first portfolio is available for purchase at the WITNESS website
at www.witness.org. We’ve also established a relationship with
the innovative website Charity Buzz, www.charitybuzz.com,
where the prints are for sale. We hope to create a public art
exhibition of the poster version of the project in 2006.

Artists Support 
www.witness.org
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Artists Support www.witness.org, a new project founded and
curated by artist and WITNESS Board member Izhar Patkin,
addresses a long-standing challenge: How do you portray and
promote a human rights organization without bombarding viewers
with images of horror and suffering? We think WITNESS is
breaking new ground with a different kind of approach, enlisting
artists in support of human rights without asking them to create
illustrative political art. 

The project is meant to raise awareness of the WITNESS
website as a global meeting place for human rights. The fine art
series involves the collaboration of internationally-renowned
visual artists, with each image created by two artists born in
different countries. One artist begins, another responds. Some
works end up with ideological messages and others do not; all
the pieces emerge through creative dialogue. While art has been
used to support human rights causes in the past, this kind of
hybrid, open-ended collaboration—marrying the vision of artists
from different national backgrounds to celebrate the universal
ideals of an organization like WITNESS—is unique.

Commenting on Artists Support www.witness.org, WITNESS
Co-founder Peter Gabriel said, “At a time when there is so much
conflict around the world, it is gratifying to see artists from different
cultures and different religious backgrounds collaborating to
bring about change.”

Sh
irin

 N
es

ha
t a

nd
 Iz

ha
r P

at
kin

Se
ba

sti
ão

 Sa
lga

do
 an

d W
illi

am
 W

eg
m

an

Alf
re

do
 Ja

ar
 an

d D
ay

an
ita

 Si
ng

h



39

WITNESS Website
The WITNESS website was successfully re-launched in Spring
2005. Overseen by WITNESS’ outreach and technology teams,
we made a smooth transition from the previous site, which required
high maintenance by traditional programmers, to the open-source
platform Joomla! By using an open-source approach, we have
become part of a growing cooperative movement in new media,
whereby users develop collaborative software that can be built on
by other programmers in a nonproprietary fashion. Open-source
platforms make advances in communications technology broadly
accessible for the greater public good, and are in natural accord
with WITNESS’ mission. 

Our new site is also easier to use and maintain, allowing staff 
to update their assigned sections quickly and efficiently from
anywhere in the world. We’ve been encouraged by the volume
and use of our new site. Leveraging improved web metrics, we’ve
been able to measure an average of 1,000 unique visits a day.
We’re proud that many of these are repeat visits by people 
who want to actively become part of WITNESS projects. Not
surprisingly, the most heavily visited portion of our site is also the
most interactive—the Community Forum—and we’ll be devoting
more resources to this area in 2006.

“I think you’ve done a great
job of redesigning the site.
Kudos to the WITNESS team.” 

- Thomas Kriese, Executive Producer, Omidyar Network

We have a number of other goals for leveraging the impact 
of the website in 2006, among them the launch of podcasts—
syndicated online audio-video feeds that can be downloaded
onto a portable media player like the iPod. We plan to make a
podcast available of Peter Gabriel speaking about what inspired
him to found WITNESS. We’ll also organize a podcast with one
of the authors of our new book on video advocacy, and make
many of our videos available in short, downloadable formats.
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Reaching New Audiences

WITNESS has collaborated with a variety of broadcast platforms
and distribution channels, advancing our partners’ efforts to bring
human rights issues to the center of public debate. Footage from
our partners has been seen on CNN, ABC, CBS, PBS,
Telemundo, BBC, CBC, Oxygen, Worldlink TV, and other
international television stations. Other platforms include the
WITNESS website, www.witness.org, which broadcasts
monthly Rights Alerts—short videos edited collaboratively with 
our partners that spotlight key campaigns and encourage
activism through links provided.

NEW MEMBERSHIP: 

1,153 new members recruited by Mid-Year. We are more than halfway to
achieving our goal of increasing total membership by 100% or achieving a total
of 1,500 members by end of FY06. Our membership increase over the past
quarter has been largely due to WITNESS’ increased exposure as a result of 
the December Gala and press surrounding it.
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RIGHTS ALERTS 2005

•”Living Proof: The Right to Live in the Community,” portraying initiatives to
deinstitutionalize persons with intellectual disabilities in Croatia, in collaboration
with partner Association for Promoting Inclusion.

•”Rights on the Line: Vigilantes at the Border,” exposing issues surrounding
vigilante groups and the Minuteman project on the U.S.-Mexico border, co-
produced by partner American Friends Service Committee and the American
Civil Liberties Union. 

•”A Duty to Protect: Justice for Child Soldiers in the DRC,” focusing on issues
facing girl soldiers in the Democratic Republic of Congo, in collaboration with
partner AJEDI-Ka/PES.

•”Always on the Run: Internally Displaced People in Karen State,” containing
testimony about the impact of forced displacement on families and
communities in Burma, in collaboration with partner Burma Issues.

•”Dual Injustice: Feminicide and Torture in Ciudad Juarez and Chihuahua,”
profiling the murder of a young woman and subsequent arrest and torture of her
cousin, in collaboration with partner Comisión Mexicana.

“The issues you are so
actively and fearlessly
resolving affect multitudes…
To pull together celebrity,
courage, determination,
and boundless energy for a
single, supremely focused
goal is just outstanding. 
I’ve sat in countless
international conferences,
and nowhere have I seen
more get done than here.” 

- Birgitte Rasine, CEO, LUCITÀ
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WITNESS Volunteers
Our volunteer internship program has been a significant
component of WITNESS since 1999. It provides crucial
assistance for all aspects of our work, while serving our mission
by training the next generation of video activists.

“WITNESS has become a very strong influence on the direction 
I want to take in life—social justice-related work combined with
visual media,” said Iben Trino-Molenkamp, one recent WITNESS
intern, in characterizing his experience with the organization.
“WITNESS has really given my objectives a lot more weight,
momentum, and meaning.”

Interns at WITNESS are usually college students or recent
graduates. In the first semester of the 2005 academic year,
WITNESS worked with interns from Columbia University, New
York University, Rutgers, Long Island University, the University 
of London, the Graduate and University Center, and the Free
University of Berlin—in addition to several college graduates who
were already part of the workforce.

We offer our interns the chance to become involved with many
aspects of the video post-production process, from logging and
transcribing footage to dubbing and translating. We look in
particular for interns who speak the languages of our Core Partners
(currently Arabic, Bulgarian, French, Portuguese, Serbo-Croatian,
Spanish, and Thai). In addition to working directly on films, interns
help out with general research, correspond with partners, work
on licensing agreements, edit and proofread documents, and
assist with film festival submissions. We’re also always eager for
interns who can help us with infrastructural administrative tasks.

We welcome the active participation and support of people 
from all walks of life. Contact us via the Volunteer section of our
website, www.witness.org, and we’ll work out the best fit for
your skills with our needs. Help us change the world by turning
vision into action.

WITNESS Street Team
WITNESS strives through all its activities to push power to the
edges and engage as many people as possible in video advocacy.
We’ve recently been encouraged by the number of people who
approach us wanting to know how they can become involved in
our work. The WITNESS Street Team is one solution we’ve
developed to help these people, many of them youth, get engaged.

Street Teams are local groups that help raise the profile of
WITNESS in their communities. Whether canvassing at a concert
for new members, distributing petitions and calls to action, or
organizing fundraisers on behalf of WITNESS partners, Street
Team members can make a real contribution with limited effort.

The philosophy behind the Street Team program mirrors our 
work with WITNESS Core Partners. Just as we strive to build 
the capacity of grassroots human rights groups around the world,
we try to empower activist communities in the U.S. to “bring
home” issues to the attention of those with the power to make 
a difference.

To date, the Street Team has been mainly active in the summer 
in a limited group of venues, especially concert tours in the
progressive music scene. We look forward to expanding our
Street Teams in 2006 with the initiation of a new Street Team
resource center at our website. We are always looking to get
more people interested in volunteering with the WITNESS 
Street Team—check it out in the Get Involved section at
www.witness.org.

- HURIFO’s Francis Odongyoo (right) with volunteers
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WITNESS Media Archive
The WITNESS Media Archive is the repository for over 2,500
hours of video representing original raw footage from WITNESS’
global human rights partners, as well as more than forty of our
documentary productions. The Archive supports the ongoing
work of WITNESS partners, provides access to a broader
community of advocates, journalists, and filmmakers, and serves
as a leader in the documentation and preservation of the
audiovisual human rights record. 

This year, the Archive received over 400 hours of footage from 11
countries, including Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Croatia, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Mexico, Senegal, Sudan, The Gambia,
Uganda, and the United States.

As part of the re-launch of the WITNESS website, the Media
Archive launched its own site, www.witnessmediaarchive.org.
The site includes general information about the collection and
services, how to license and donate footage and, most
importantly, an interface for searching a selected portion of the
database. The Archive has also expanded sales of WITNESS’
video productions, which will culminate in our first printed video
catalog in early 2006, to be distributed to universities nationwide
in an effort to expand the use of our films in education.

“The videos were a success,
in no small part due to the
great footage we acquired
from WITNESS.” 

VIDEO SALES & LICENSING REVENUES

• Licensing revenues at mid-year have exceeded annual FY06 goals
• Video sales revenues increased by 300% compared to same period FY05, 

but lagging slightly relative to benchmark
• Additional sales include “Video for Change” book and Artists Support

www.witness.org project
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NEW ARCHIVE FOOTAGE

• 255 new titles from seven partners in seven countries, including Brazil, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Mexico, Uganda, and the U.S.
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Titles = unique content
Items = copies of unique content

- Rainlake Productions, producers of the Reebok Human Rights Award
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FOCUS FOR CHANGE: 
THE FIRST ANNUAL GALA
DINNER AND CONCERT TO
BENEFIT WITNESS
WITNESS’ First Annual Focus for Change Gala Dinner and
Concert on December 5th was a milestone celebration of our
growth. We envisioned the event as an opportunity to raise the
profile of our work and open our doors wider still—and we are
thrilled to report that the evening was a colossal success. Four
hundred guests braved the threat of a major snowstorm and the
“King Kong” premiere down the block in Times Square to attend
the event at the Supper Club in midtown Manhattan. Between
ticket and table sales, a live auction, and sales of limited-edition
images from our Artists Support www.witness.org project, we
netted almost $400,000 to support WITNESS’ human right work.

A great deal of the evening’s success should be credited to the
extraordinary co-hosts: WITNESS Co-founder Peter Gabriel and
Academy-Award winning actress and UNHCR Goodwill
Ambassador Angelina Jolie. The experience we all enjoyed was
also due to the delicate balance we managed to strike between
presentations on meaningful issues and a concert of musical acts
delivering sheer pleasure in a great space.

Angelina Jolie spoke about her visit to Sierra Leone with Gillian
Caldwell on behalf of the Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) and introduced a screening of the video
“Witness to Truth.” We also featured remarks by Ishmael Beah, 
a former child soldier in Sierra Leone who, after being removed
from the army by UNICEF and undergoing rehabilitation, has
become a powerful advocate in the movement to end the use of
child soldiers worldwide.

After these presentations, we heard music from an astonishing
series of performers, including Emmylou Harris, Nile Rodgers 
and CHIC, Rives, and Balkan Beatbox. The evening also featured
a live auction in which 13 unique, sometimes quirky items and
experiences went up for bid to benefit WITNESS. Such exclusive
treats as an iPod nano personally programmed by Lou Reed, 
a private tour of Real World Studios with Peter Gabriel, and a
private lunch with John Waters were on the auction block. 

No wonder so many people have reported that ours was the best
gala dinner they’ve ever attended! Coverage of the event by Time,
People, The New York Post, The Daily News, CNN, ABC, and
CBS’ “The Insider,” among other media outlets, has contributed
to greater public visibility for our work.

- Emmylou Harris

- Angelina Jolie, Gillian Caldwell, and Peter Gabriel

- Nile Rodgers and CHIC

- Ishmael Beah

Ph
oto

s b
y S

ta
r P

ix/
Ma

rio
n C

ur
tis

42

CONFERENCES AND FESTIVALS—SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS 2005

•Program Manager Sam Gregory attended the U.S. Campaign for Burma
Conference in Washington, D.C., where “Always on the Run” screened for an
audience of activists, exiled politicians from Burma, U.S. government officials,
and NGO advocates. 

•Executive Director Gillian Caldwell spoke to a U.S. State Department delegation
of NGO representatives and law enforcement agents focused on combating
human trafficking.

•Program Coordinator Hakima Abbas conducted a brownbag screening of “On the
Frontlines” at UNICEF’s Humanitarian Policy and Advocacy Unit in New York. 

•Executive Director Gillian Caldwell participated in a panel, “Creating
Infrastructure for Social Change,” at the Skoll World Forum on Social
Entrepreneurship at Oxford University, England.

•Program Manager Sam Gregory and the Lead Investigator for the Sierra Leonean
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Howard Varney, hosted a screening of
“Witness to Truth” at East Timor’s Commission for Acceptance, Truth and
Reconciliation (CAVR) before local NGO representatives and CAVR and U.N. staff.

•Executive Director Gillian Caldwell and Advisory Committee member Samantha
Power hosted a screening of “Witness to Truth” at Harvard University’s Carr
Center for Human Rights. 

•Partner AJEDI-Ka/PES Director Bukeni Waruzi participated in the panel “Sexual
Violence Against Women and Children in a Conflict and Post-Conflict Context”
hosted by the International Criminal Court’s Faith and Ethics Network, and
screened “On the Frontlines.”

•Executive Director Gillian Caldwell participated in a New Profit Fund conference
on “Social Entrepreneurship and Going to Scale” in Mohonk, New York.

•”System Failure” was screened for lawmakers at California’s Capitol Hill 
in Sacramento.

•Former Core Partner MDRI’s film on the Neuropsychiatric Hospital in Paraguay
was screened at the sixth session of the U.N. Ad Hoc Committee on Disability in
New York. 

•”System Failure” traveled nationally with the 2005 Media that Matters Film
Festival whose sponsors included HBO, Netflix, and Time Warner.

•Partner Comisión Mexicana screened “Dual Injustice” at the United Nations
Human Rights Commission in Geneva. 

•”Always on the Run” was screened at the Thailand-Burma Border Consortium’s
annual meeting in Washington, D.C.

•”On the Frontlines” and “Dual Injustice” screened at the Amnesty International
USA Film Festival in Los Angeles. 

MEDIA AND AWARDS—SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS 2005

•WITNESS was named for the third year in a row as one of Fast
Company/Monitor Group’s top 25 groups working for social change worldwide. 

•WITNESS received a 2005 Skoll Award for Social Entrepreneurship of $615,000
over three years honoring organizations using innovative approaches to
pressing social issues. 

•WITNESS was selected as the first nonprofit recipient of a prestigious three-year
investment of $1.7 million from the Omidyar Network to build capacity and bring
the organization to scale.

•The Associated Press ran a story covering Executive Director Gillian Caldwell
and Academy-Award winning actress Angelina Jolie’s trip to Sierra Leone for the
“Witness to Truth” campaign.

•The Mexican publication La Jornada ran a story about partner Comisión
Mexicana and its film “Dual Injustice.” 

•“System Failure” received the 2005 Media that Matters Film Festival’s Criminal
Justice Award.

•The BBC World Service Burmese Service interviewed Program Manager Sam
Gregory for the program “Thursday Dawn.”

•The German television program “Kulturzeit” featured a piece on WITNESS and
partner AJEDI-Ka/PES.

•AJEDI-Ka/PES Director Bukeni Waruzi and Program Coordinator Hakima Abbas
were interviewed on WNYC’s “The Leonard Lopate Show.”

•Executive Director Gillian Caldwell and Lenore Anderson, Director of partner
Books Not Bars, were interviewed for ABC News’ “Altogether Now.”

•Program Coordinator Hakima Abbas was featured in The Independent, the
magazine of the Association of Independent Video and Filmmakers.

•Executive Director Gillian Caldwell was interviewed for National Public Radio’s
“On the Media.”

•A block of WITNESS films aired on the Sundance Channel in commemoration of
International Human Rights Day.

•A Reuters story on WITNESS was published by outlets including The Hollywood
Reporter, Yahoo news and Backstage.com.

•WITNESS’ First Annual Focus for Change Gala Dinner and Concert was covered
by Time, People, The New York Post, The New York Daily News, “Entertainment
Tonight,” “Insider,” The New York Sun and CNN.

•WITNESS consultant Gavin Simpson was quoted in a San Francisco Chronicle
article regarding the campaign for a lasting peace in Sierra Leone.

•The blog KnowProSE featured AJEDI-Ka/PES Director Bukeni Waruzi and 
a link to the “Duty to Protect” Rights Alert in a story about the MediaActive
Convergence conference.
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key government officials and decision-makers across Africa, from Southeast Asia,
Croatia, Mexico, Senegal, Sierra Leone, and the United States.

individuals worldwide through conferences, and symposia, with participants representing
the worlds of business, philanthropy, technology and human rights advocacy.

students at schools and universities in Canada, Italy, Hungary, and the United States via
WITNESS screenings and guest lectures.

representatives of international human rights commissions, intergovernmental bodies,
and Truth and Reconciliation Commissions.

television viewers in Croatia, Germany, Sierra Leone, and the United States.

attendees at film festivals in Bangladesh, Canada, the Czech Republic, Italy, Malaysia,
New Zealand, Switzerland, France and the United States.

NGO representatives, including partners and other human rights groups, from 80 countries.

individuals via targeted distribution and community screenings in Burundi, Canada,
Croatia, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ireland, Sierra Leone, Thailand, the United
Kingdom, and the United States.

visitors to the WITNESS website from around the world.

readers of print and online media in Bulgaria, Spain and the United States.

radio listeners in Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Canada, Ethiopia, Sierra Leone and the
United States.

Audiences Reached
Over the last year, our video productions, media and staff
reached audiences of millions worldwide. WITNESS places as
much – if not greater – importance on the targeted screening of
videos before key decision-makers and allies as on the breadth of
audiences reached through television, print and online media. 
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We remain committed to helping human
rights defenders mobilize local opposition
to human rights abuses, provide evidence
of human rights violations, and engage
policymakers and the global community
in their struggles so that significant
human rights gains are made.
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Our Continued
Commitment...
With an ever-growing network of friends
and collaborators, WITNESS has been
able to develop an effective model that is
making a dramatic difference for millions
of people around the world. Through our
expanding training programs and other
resources, many thousands of people 
will continue to benefit. Our small staff 
is dedicated to training our partners,
developing new strategic alliances, 
and forging relationships with broadcast
venues that will air video footage on 
news programs worldwide. 
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Foundations $2,822,598 76%
In-Kind Goods & Services $332,736 9%
Individuals $199,604 6%
Board of Directors $126,701 3%
Corporations $88,127 2%
Earned & Investment Income $107,596 3%
Events (net) $23,110 1%

Total $3,700,472 100%
Less Revenue Restricted to Future Periods $1,762,123

Total Adjusted Gross Income, FY05 Only $1,938,349

Income

Financials*
* Audited figures for Fiscal Year 2005 (June 1, 2004 – June 30, 2005) – a transitional, 13-month fiscal year. Audited financial statements available on request.
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Expenses
Education & Outreach $340,815 17%
Training & Video Production $1,088,803 55%
Archive $155,680 8%
Fundraising $201,469 10%
Management & General $203,017 10%

Total Expenses $1,989,784 100%
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Contributors WITNESS gratefully acknowledges the following
individuals, foundations and corporations that
supported our activities from June 2004 through
June 2005 (a transitional, 13-month fiscal year).

Dimple Abichandani, Matthew Ackley, George Acogny, Renata Adamidov, Anonymous,
Alexandra Ashbrook, Fran Avni, Claudia Baez, Ernesta Ballard, Aileen Barry, Paul Barsom,
Marie-Claude Beaud, Vincent Becker, Aldo Bello, Heather Benoit, Deb and Lew Bigelow,
Andrew Blau, Michelle Bohana, Jeff Brier, Bruce Weber Nan Bush Foundation, Cathy
Brusda, Phyllida Burlingame, Brian Byrd, Catherine Cahill and William Bernhard, John
Caldwell, Susan Caldwell, Cardin Family Foundation, Carolyn Foundation, Chameides,
Alan Char, Delia Cohen, Julia Cohen, Robert Cohen, Craig Crystle, Charlie Crystle, Kristen
Daly, Robert Dandrew, Lucy Del Giorgio, Ronald Delsener, Michele Demers, 
Roger Dietz, Hope Dodson, Niles Donegan, Michael Dorf, Cheryl Dorsey, Mallika Dutt,
Seth Fearey, Nancy and Jerry Federlein, Diana Fisher, Tom Fontana, Julia M. Friedlander,
Robert Fuchs, Aileen Gaal, Linda Gaal Kathleen Gallagher, Kathy Gallagher, Constanza
Gardeazabal, Pamela Garnick, Regina Glocker, Viveca Greene and Christopher Perry,
Bruce and Ursula Gregory, Chantel Guidry, Tracie Gunion, Laura Hake, Ann Hanes Flinn,
Karen Harley, Susan & Harry E. Hartzell, Dan Heath, Lisa Heller, Cynthia Hoffman, Ted
Hope, Miriam Horn and Charles Sabel, Donald Horowitz, Margaret Hunt, Michelle Isler,
Tasneem Ismailij, Van Jones, Rory Kennedy, Justin Knapfel, Marian Lapsley Schwarz,
Judith Lile-Hynes, Julie Lipsius, Neal Livingston, Richard Lorber, Adelle Lutz, Joel
Makower, Jane Marcus and Johnson Tyler, Richard Marker, Camille Massey, Cheryl
Mathieu, John McCormick, Tracy McKnight, Microsoft Giving Campaign, Mary Ellen
Mitchell, Isaac Moinester, Patrick Montgomery, John and Peg Moore, Janet Morgan, 
Paul Moss, Joyce Munn, Narada, Carolyn Needham, Carole Oeamyogne, Kathelyn and
Dave Padilla, Danny Paradise, Clara Beatriz Pascar, Sandhya Patel-Schneider, Jennifer
Peepas, Esther Perel, Julia Pimsleur, Martin Potter, Elizabeth Rappaport, Richard Regen,
Marilyn Reizbaum, Bucki Rogers, Janice Rous, Ian Rowe, McKenna Rowe, Jennifer
Scarlett, Lisa Scoggins, Joseph Serling, Andrew Shapiro, James Shapiro, Lori Silfin,
Adele Silver, Sarah Silver, Trevor Smith, Mark Soltz, Grace Stahre, Steven Sterling,

$50,000 to $99,000
$25,000 to $49,999

$10,000 to $24,999
$5000 to $9999

$1000 to $4999

Anonymous, Ford Foundation, Omidyar Network, Skoll Foundation 
for Social Entrepreneurship

Peter Gabriel, Glaser Progress Foundation, Angelina Jolie, Oak Foundation, 
Open Society Institute, Overbrook Foundation, Spirit Foundation

Robert Kissane, Libra Foundation, Lowe Family Foundation, Morton K. and Jane
Blaustein Foundation, Open Society Archives, Open Society Institute, SC Ministry
Foundation, William H. Donner Foundation, Working Assets Long Distance

Gregory C. Carr Foundation, Corbis Inc, Michael Hirschhorn, Paul Katz, Josh Mailman,
Linda and John Mason, Schregardus Family Foundation, Studio One, 38th Floor Productions

Yvette Alberdingkthijm, Coxe/Otus Fund, Diker Management LLC, Marta Drury,
Keare/Hodge Family Foundation, Lois and Irving Blum Foundation, Reebok Human
Rights Foundation, William John Upjohn Charitable Lead Trust

Patricia Caesar, David Chazen, Deborah and Daniel Clark, Edwin Cohen, Easton Family
Fund, Inc., Eric Mattheis Productions, The F.A.O. Schwarz Family Foundation, Alison
Gerson, Inner Circle, Bruce Kirkland, Betty Lee and Peter Fortenbaugh, Alyce Myatt, 
Sara Myatt, Kate Ransford, Peter Schwartz, Robin Shield, Leonard Stern, Tracy Straus,
Rhonda Sutor, Jane A. Waters and Peter Caldwell, Mark Weissman

$500 to $999 Carolyn Breen, Kim Brizzolara, Lisa Carlin, Carol Frick, Katherine Fulton, Vanessa
Garcia-Brito, Russell Howard, Thomas Kissane, John Lyons, Marcia Brady Tucker
Foundation, Ameena Meer, Freeman Murray, James Ottaway, Pacer Foundation, Helene
and Aldo Parcesepe, James Salzano, Michael Stipe, Jennifer Thompson, Peter Tucker

Under $500

$100,000 and over
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Andrea Stern, Katey Street, Ruti Teitel, Benjamin Thelen, Sara Topitzer,
Stephanie Tuck, Nancy Turcich, Andrea Turke, Johnson Tyler, Lisa and Mark
Vallely, Martina Vandenberg, StaciAnne Visco Sulis, Paul Wachtel, Denise
Walker, Jennifer Welker, Greg Westin, Daniel Whitmore, Todd Wiener, Philip
Wild, Monica Winsor, Alice Wolin, Jonathan Wooten, Zora Wordsworth, Edith
Wun, Nancy Young Reynolds

In-kind
Supporters

Pat Aufderheide, Baker and Hostetler, Carola Barton, Tahir Bashir, Moe Chan, Katerina
Cizek, Jonathan Cohn, Vanya Dimitrova, DJ Spooky That Subliminal Kid, Sonya Fatah,
Fabio Fonseca de Melo, Mason Funk, Philip Glass, Google AdWords, Denise Graeff,
Greene Grape , GuS - Grown-up Soda, Sandrine Isambert, Joseph Moran Photography,
Nina Kantcheva, Robert Kissane/CCS Fundraising, Laura Kurgan/Laura Kurgan Design,
Louise Laurin, Lippa Pearce Design, Lutz & Carr, Regina Merkert, Liz Miller, Patrick
Montgomery, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, mPRm, Rajeev Narang, Nomad Media, Annie
Ohayon, Richard O’Regan, Outblaze/Yat Siu, Izhar Patkin, Fernanda Rossi, Salesforce.com,
Louis Spitzer, John Tariot, Taste It Presents, Rachel Thompson, Katie Zoglin

Interns,Volunteers
and Street Team

Stephen Abott, Ade Adefope, Sheila Aminmadani, Alyx Beckwith, Patricia Benabe-
Cintrón, Catalina Bertani, Alexis Berthier, Amy Buchanan, Kate Burlingham, Valentina
Canavesio, Dennis Crumbine, Deanna Davis, Saro Derian, Elizabeth Eagen, Paul
Falzone, Nikki Gallen, Maria Luisa Gambale, Denise Graeff, Isabel Hoyos, Clea Kahn-
Sriber, Ssanyu Kalibbala, Laetitia Kouassi, Leticia Landa, Amy Lanz, Kate Levine, Kristin
Macleod-Ball, Serafina Mariano, Fahima Mashi, Christina Massafra, Aditi Menon-
Broker, Mary Ellen Mitchell, Wilson Neate, Tina Pamintaun, Prachi Patankar, Nawal
Rajeh, Alison Ritchie, Mica Rosenburg , Nathalie Rothschild, Jeniffer Rothstein, Michele
Rubin, Valeria Scorza, Gwen Silver, Allen Thayer, May Tzobotaro, Christine Umali, Bekim
Vucetaj, Leila Weinstein
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Tamaryn Nelson, Program Coordinator for Latin America and
the Caribbean, comes to WITNESS with experience working at
NGOs and inter-governmental agencies in both the Americas
and Africa. Most recently, Tamaryn served as the Secretariat
Coordinator for the Inter-American Coalition for the Prevention 
of Violence and previously worked at the Center for Justice and
International Law, an NGO primarily dedicated to bringing human
rights cases before the Inter-American System of Human Rights.
Tamaryn has a degree in International Relations from the School
of Foreign Service at Georgetown University. A native of Brazil,
she speaks fluent Portuguese and Spanish and is proficient 
in French. 

Bryan Nuñez, Technology Manager, has expertise in strategy,
design, emerging media technologies, database administration,
and systems implementation. Prior to WITNESS, he worked as a
Technology Consultant for the leading media companies Oddcast
and Streetbeam. He attended the graduate program at New York
University’s Interactive Telecommunications Program and a
received a BA in anthropology from the University of California,
Berkeley. He speaks English, Tagalog, and some Spanish 
and Portuguese.

Suvasini Patel, Communications and Outreach Manager, 
has spent seven years designing community outreach, web,
educational, and promotional campaigns using socially conscious
media as a catalyst to inspire engagement and action. Before
WITNESS, she spent two years working for Bill Moyers as Deputy
Director of Special Projects and as the Director of Outreach for
“NOW with Bill Moyers,” the PBS public affairs series. Previously,
she launched dozens of educational, web, and outreach campaigns
as Director of High Impact Television at P.O.V., the acclaimed
independent documentary series on PBS. Suvasini speaks
English and some French.

Wendy Quiroz, Office Cleaner, was born and raised in
Honduras. She moved to New York City almost four years ago
and soon after began working at the WITNESS offices. She 
is married and has two sons, Oscar, 8, and Joshua, just born. 
She speaks Spanish and is learning to speak English. (Not
pictured.)

Violeta Krasnic, Program Coordinator for Europe and the
Former Soviet Union, is a human rights advocate and trainer for
NGO management. Violeta worked as a gender violence counselor
in the former Yugoslavia and organized campaigns to strengthen
civil initiatives against nationalism and war. In the U.S., Violeta 
has conducted research and advocacy on the impact of U.S.
government foreign policy on women’s human rights globally.
Violeta holds an MA from the School of International and Public
Affairs at Columbia University and a BA also from Columbia. 
Her native language is Serbo-Croatian; she is fluent in English
and proficient in Russian and Spanish.

Rebecca Lichtenfeld, Special Projects Coordinator, is a 
human rights advocate and musician. She has worked on
projects in both activism and the arts in the U.S., Latin America,
and Asia since graduating from Wesleyan University. She spent
three years working at the International Center for Transitional
Justice where she assisted countries pursuing accountability for
past mass atrocity. Most recently, she helped put together (and
performed on) the CD “For The Lady,” which includes artists such
as Peter Gabriel, Paul McCartney, and Ani DiFranco, and is
raising awareness for imprisoned Nobel laureate Aung San Suu
Kyi. Rebecca speaks English and Spanish.

Grace Lile, Media Archive Manager, has worked with nonfiction
film and video collections at CNN in New York, where she
established and oversaw the bureau’s first video archive and news
library, and at the Worldwide Television News Archive. She studied
theater at Sarah Lawrence College, received a BA in Cinema
Studies from Hunter College, and an MS in Information and Library
Science from Pratt Institute. She is a member of the Association
of Moving Image Archivists and the Society of American
Archivists. She speaks English and conversational French.

Kristin Macleod-Ball, Program Assistant, graduated from 
Bard College with a degree in Political Studies and Human
Rights. While in school, she spent time working for nonprofit
groups including the Coalition for Environmentally Responsible
Economies and the New York Independent Media Center, as well
as conducting independent research into community organizing
around environmental injustice in Louisiana and the South Bronx. 

Staff (continued)
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Menaka Chandurkar, Development Associate, is a graduate of
Tisch School of the Arts’ Film and Television Program at New York
University. Prior to joining WITNESS, Menaka reviewed films and
conducted interviews for “UniverCity” magazine and worked as a
tutor in the New York City public school system. Menaka speaks
English and Marathi.

Sara Federlein, Development and Special Projects Manager,
comes to WITNESS with over a decade of experience in
nonprofit development, administration, and outreach. Prior to
WITNESS, Sara worked on socially-driven photography books
and exhibitions for five years at the Aperture Foundation, and
before that on community development initiatives at the Community
Service Society of New York. She received a BA in English from
the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and speaks English and
conversational French.

Anne Friedman, Office Manager, has over a decade of human
resources and administrative management experience. Prior to
WITNESS, she worked for a diverse range of organizations
including the International Planned Parenthood Federation. She
is also an active volunteer with several children’s charities and
writes a monthly advice column for the National Organization for
Empowering Caregivers newsletter. (Not pictured.)

Sam Gregory, Program Manager, is a video producer, trainer,
and human rights advocate. He joined WITNESS after completing
a Master’s Degree in Public Policy as a Kennedy Memorial
Scholar at Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government,
where he focused on international development and media. 
Sam has worked as a researcher/producer and holds a BA from
Oxford University in History and Spanish. He speaks fluent
Spanish and English, conversational French, and basic Nepali.

Ryan Kautz, Editing and Technology Associate, graduated from
the School of Visual Arts in New York City where he studied video
production/post-production. Ryan spent five months filming in
Tibet, India, and Nepal to produce a documentary about Tibetan
youth living under Chinese occupation and in exile. His film, “Born
an Exile,” won the best documentary award at SVA’s annual Dusty
Film Festival. Ryan has worked as a cameraman for Flo, an
independent arts DVD/magazine, and as a freelance editor 
in the New York area.

Hakima Abbas, Program Coordinator for Africa and the 
Middle East, joined WITNESS after graduating with a Masters 
in International Affairs from the School of International and Public
Affairs at Columbia University. During her studies, Hakima worked
for Human Rights Watch, the Coalition for the International Criminal
Court, and the UNDP in Rwanda. She has also worked for the
Arab Association for Human Rights in Israel and as an alternate 
to one of the permanent missions to UNESCO. Hakima is fluent
in French and English.

Matisse Bustos, Communications and Outreach Coordinator,
spent two years at Aperture, the fine photography publishing
foundation, as the publicist. She later worked as Outreach
Coordinator for PixelPress, a multimedia company for social
change, where she co-managed projects such as “The End of
Polio,” a joint project of UNICEF and WHO featuring the work of
world-renowned photojournalist Sebastião Salgado. The project
included a traveling exhibition, a multilingual website, and a book
published in multiple editions worldwide. She joined WITNESS
in 2003 and speaks Spanish and English.

Gillian Caldwell, Executive Director, is a filmmaker and an
attorney. She was formerly Co-Director of the Global Survival
Network, where she coordinated a two-year undercover
investigation into the trafficking of women. Gillian received a BA
from Harvard University and a JD from Georgetown University.
She is a recipient of the 2000 Rockefeller Foundation Next
Generation Leadership Award, was named one of 40 Outstanding
Social Entrepreneurs by the Schwab Foundation, a 2003 Tech
Laureate by the Tech Museum, and a Special Partner by Ashoka:
Innovators for the Public. She speaks English and Spanish.

Aimée Castenell, Archive and Sales Associate, is a graduate 
of Smith College where she received a BA in Anthropology and
Film Studies which sparked her lifelong passion for social justice
and media activism. Before coming to WITNESS, she spent five
months working in the production library at UNICEF. She is a
member of the Association of Moving Image Archivists. She
speaks English.

Todd Chandler, Video Editor, has worked on a diverse range of
film projects as an editor, director and producer. For the past six
years he has developed and coordinated youth media programs
with community-based organizations in the New York area. 
His students’ work is used in workshops around the country and
has been shown at the Human Rights Watch International Film
Festival, the Margaret Mead Film and Video Festival, and the Arab
American Film Festival. Todd has a BA from Columbia University
in literature and film studies. He speaks English and
conversational German.
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Samantha Power is the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of “A
Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide” and a
Professor of Human Rights Practice at Harvard’s John F. Kennedy
School of Government, where she was the founding Executive
Director of the Carr Center for Human Rights Policy.

D.J. Ravindran is a human rights lawyer and founder of the Asian
Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum - Asia). He
currently serves as Director of the Human Rights Component of
the United Nations Mission in Sudan (UNMIS). He was formerly
Director of the Human Rights Unit of the United Nations Mission
for Assisting East Timor (UNMISET).

Tim Robbins is an actor, screenwriter, producer, and director
known for such films as “Short Cuts” and “The Shawshank
Redemption” and for his Academy Award-winning performance in
“Mystic River.” He is actively involved in social and political causes.

Sebastião Salgado is a UNICEF Special Representative and
twice been named Photographer of the Year by the International
Center of Photography. Originally trained as an economist,
Salgado has been awarded virtually every major photographic
prize for his work.

Susan Sarandon is an Academy-award winning actor best
known for her portrayal of Sister Helen Prejean in the film “Dead
Man Walking.” She is also recognized for her commitment to
human rights. 

Melissa Bradley is former Founder and President of New
Capitalist, a consulting firm committed to providing business
development, strategy, capitalization, and management
assistance to entrepreneurs and senior management. 

Brian Byrd is a former Program Officer for the Rockefeller
Foundation’s Communication for Social Change program. 
He currently works as a Senior Government Relations Advisor 
to a variety of corporate and nonprofit entities.

Mercedes Doretti is a co-founder and full time member 
of Equipo Argentino de Antropologia Forense (EAAF), an
organization that applies forensic science to human rights
investigations worldwide that has been a partner of WITNESS
since 1994. 

Steven Goldberg has represented WITNESS as outside
counsel from its early stages as a project of the Lawyers
Committee for Human Rights. He is a partner in the business
practice group of Baker & Hostetler LLP and national co-leader 
of the firm’s M&A practice team.

Rory Kennedy is an award-winning documentary filmmaker 
and founder of Moxie Firecracker Films. Her most recent project
is “Pandemic: Facing AIDS,” a five-part series for HBO and
multimedia campaign about the global AIDS crisis.

Patrick Montgomery is a leading authority on the licensing of
stock footage and photographs. He is the founder of Archive Films/
Archive Photos, a leading historical stock film and photo agency. 

Annie Ohayon is the curator of Annie O, a travel and design 
gift store in the Hotel on Rivington in New York. She is the former
president of Annie O. Media, a public relations and media
consulting firm specializing in artist development within the 
music and entertainment industry.

Eli Pariser is Campaigns Director for MoveOn.org, where he
directed the campaign against the war in Iraq which nearly tripled
the organization’s membership. 

Harry Pearce is a graphic designer and founding partner of
Lippa Pearce Design, one of the U.K.’s most respected design
companies. He is a member of the Alliance Graphique
Internationale. 

Catherine Powell is an Associate Professor at Fordham Law
School where she teaches courses in human rights and
comparative constitutionalism. She was the founding Executive
Director of the Human Rights Institute of Columbia Law School. 

Advisory Committee

56

Board of Directors

Paul Katz has spent more than two decades in the entertainment
industry working in music, film, television, theater, books, sports,
and digital projects and collaborating with artists, actors, and
entertainers. As a senior executive at Jive/Zomba, Paul helped
create the world’s most successful independent record and
music group and thereafter headed SONYBMG’s worldwide
Visual Media division. In 2005, Paul created Commit Media LLC,
a socially entrepreneurial company that uses the power of
entertainment to raise money and awareness for nonprofits.

Robert Kissane is the President of Community Counseling
Service (CCS) and its subsidiary companies in Canada and 
the U.K. Over the past twenty years, Bob has directed major
fundraising programs throughout the United States, Canada, 
and Western Europe.

Joshua Mailman is the founder of three organizations that have
brought together some of the world’s most socially innovative
companies: Social Venture Network, Business for Social
Responsibility, and Social Venture Network/ Europe. He is a
Trustee of the Sigrid Rausing Trust, U.K., the Mailman Foundation,
the Amaranth Foundation, and an advisor to RSF Social Finance.
He is also a Board member of Human Rights Watch, the Fund for
Global Human Rights, the Sierra Madre Alliance, Afropop World-
Wide, and the Blacksmith Institute.

Alyce Myatt is a multimedia consultant for independent media
organizations and the philanthropic community. Prior to her return
to consulting, Myatt was Vice President of Programming for the
Public Broadcasting Service, and before that served as Program
Officer for media at the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation.

Izhar Patkin is a visual artist. Born in Israel, he currently lives 
and works in New York City. Among many world class venues,
Izhar’s work is in the collections of the Solomon R. Guggenheim
Museum, the Whitney Museum of American Art, and the Museum
of Modern Art.

Andrew Blau is a leader of the philanthropy and nonprofit
practice at Global Business Network, the strategy consulting firm
that has pioneered the use of scenario thinking for organizations
in the private, public, and nonprofit sectors. For almost twenty
years, his work has been focused on the social potential of
communications and media technologies.

Patricia Caesar is President of the Caesar Consulting Group, 
a leader in bringing effective business principles and practices to
nonprofit organizations and foundations. Capacity building services
include business planning, governance, board development,
funding strategy, grants management, social enterprise, marketing
communications, and executive search. Her clients reflect a broad
range of social and philanthropic issues.

Julia Cohen is the Technical Advisor for the President’s
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) Supply Chain
Management System (SCMS) at Voxiva, Inc., which provides
technology solutions to enable organizations to exchange
information and communicate more effectively on a diverse range
of issues. She is the former Senior Program Manager for Youth
Participation at the National Democratic Institute for International
Affairs as well as NDI’s Civic Program Manager in Azerbaijan and
Kazakhstan. She has served as Executive Director of Youth Noise
and the Youth Vote Coalition, and as Vice President of Rock 
the Vote.

Mallika Dutt is the Executive director of Breakthrough, 
an international human rights organization that uses media,
education, and popular culture to promote values of dignity,
equality and justice. She was formerly a Program Officer for 
the Ford Foundation in India.

Peter Gabriel (Chair), the co-founder of WITNESS, is an activist
and musician. His involvement in benefit concerts for Amnesty
International and the anti-apartheid movement have greatly
assisted human rights efforts worldwide.

Michael Hirschhorn is the Executive Director of the Coro New
York Leadership Center. Previously, he was a strategy consultant
to nonprofit and philanthropic organizations mainly in the arenas
of education, human rights, and human services, and from 1995-
2001 served as Executive Director of the Literacy Assistance
Center in New York.

Van Jones is the founding director of the Ella Baker Center for
Human Rights. Founded in 1996 and named for an unsung civil
rights heroine, the Center seeks to replace the U.S. incarceration
industry with youth opportunities and community-based
solutions. Van is also a WITNESS partner.
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Asia
“Always on the Run: Internally Displaced People in Karen
State” (2005) contains testimony about the impact of forced
displacement on families and communities in Burma. 
Partner: Burma Issues.

“Entrenched Abuse: Forced Labor in Burma” (2004)
demonstrates the widespread use of forced labor by Burma’s
military dictatorship through footage recorded among the Karen,
Karenni, and Burman ethnic groups in regions controlled by the
government. Partner: Burma Issues. 

“No Place to Go: Internally Displaced People in Burma”
(2002) shows the plight of internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
in eastern Burma through harrowing personal stories of forced
movement, arbitrary executions, and massacres. 
Partner: Burma Issues.

“The Price of Youth” (2000) examines the plight of Nepali 
girls trafficked to Mumbai, India, for the sex industry. 
Co-producer: Andrew Levine.

“The Road to Pineapple” (2001) reveals 
the impact on the indigenous T’boli people of for-export pineapple
growing in the Philippines, promoted by USAID. 
Partner: Joey Lozano/INSIGHTS.

“Rule of the Gun in Sugarland” (2001) documents the murders
and attacks on indigenous rights activists who were peacefully and
legally pursuing their ancestral land claims in the Philippines.
Partner: Joey Lozano/NAKAMATA.

“Sanamacha’s Story” (1999) chronicles the abduction of a
young boy in Manipur, India, by the Indian military and describes
the advocacy work of local groups to bring the perpetrators to
justice. Partner: Rights Alert, Manipur.

“Voices From the Salween Valley” (2004) shows the impact of a
new Burmese-Thai dam project on local villagers who will be forcibly
displaced from their homes. Partner: Burma Issues.

Europe
“Bought and Sold” (1997) provides an undercover look at the
international trade in women based on a two-year investigation into
illegal trafficking from the Former Soviet Republics. 
Partner: Global Survival Network. 

“Living Proof: The Right to Live in the Community” (2005)
portrays initiatives to deinstitutionalize persons with intellectual
disabilities in Croatia. Partner: Association for Promoting Inclusion.

“Policing the Police: Northern Ireland’s Marching Season”
(1997) documents the conflict and brutality surrounding Northern
Ireland’s Unionist parades and the Nationalist demonstrations
known as Marching Season. Partner: Committee on the
Administration of Justice.

“Postcard from Peje” (2001) presents a video postcard created
by a group of ethnic Albanian teenagers from the Kosovarian city of
Peje, who came together in the summer of 2000 just one year after
the Serbian withdrawal from Kosovo, to share their experiences
during and after the war. Partner: Balkan Sunflowers.

International
“Following Antigone: Forensic Anthropology and Human
Rights Investigations” (2002) explores the use of forensic
sciences, including anthropology, to uncover the truth of
massacres, disappearances, and other gross violations of human
rights. Partner: Argentine Forensic Anthropology Team.

“Forgotten People” (2000) investigates the inhuman conditions
faced by individuals with mental disabilities in grossly
understaffed, inadequate, and neglectful psychiatric facilities
around the world. Partner: Mental Disability Rights International.

“Refugees: The Last Resort” (2000) demonstrates the brutal
violations of human rights that force people to flee from their 
homes and become refugees. Co-producers: Asphalt Films, 
The International Institute.

Productions*
*Selected List
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Africa & Middle East
“Against the Tide of History: Landmines in the Casamance”
(2004) tells the unheard story of landmine survivors in the
Casamance region of Senegal and calls for national and
international assistance to victims. Partner: RADDHO.

“A Duty to Protect: Justice for the Child Soldiers of the DRC”
(2005) focuses on issues facing girl soldiers in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. Partner: AJEDI-Ka/PES.

“On the Frontlines: Child Soldiers in the DRC” (2004)
features powerful footage of the military training of children in the
Democratic Republic of Congo along with compelling testimony
from demobilized child soldiers. Partner: AJEDI-Ka/PES.

“Operation Fine Girl: Rape Used as a Weapon of War in
Sierra Leone” (2001) illuminates the use of rape in Sierra
Leone’s decade-long civil war through the stories of three girls who
were abducted into sexual slavery and one boy abducted as a child
combatant. Producer: Lilibet Foster. Co-producer: Oxygen Network.

“Rise: Revolutionary Women Reenvisioning Afghanistan”
(2002) documents the lives of Afghans following the American-led
military campaign, calling for gender equality, democracy, freedom,
and an end to foreign military intervention. Partner: RAWA.

“The Road to Justice: Towards an Accessible and Effective
African Court on Human Rights” (2004) advocates for
widespread ratification of the Protocol for the establishment of 
an African Court and for the Court’s accessibility to victims. 
Partner: Institute for Human Rights and Development in Africa. 

“Witness to Truth: A Video Report and Recommendations
from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Sierra
Leone” (2004) summarizes the key findings and
recommendations of the Sierra Leonean TRC’s written report,
highlighting the key causes and consequences of the war and
encouraging civil society to hold the government accountable for
implementing the binding recommendations. Co-producer: Truth
and Reconciliation Commission of Sierra Leone.

Americas
“Behind the Labels: Garment Workers on U.S. Saipan”
(2001) provides a glimpse into indentured labor and the workings
of the global sweatshop on Saipan, a U.S. territory exempt from
Federal minimum wage and many immigration laws.
Producer/Director: Tia Lessin. Co-producer: Oxygen Network.

“Books Not Bars” (2001) explores the youth-led movement
against the prison industry in the U.S., illustrating the negative
impact of this for-profit industry on youth—particularly youth 
of color. Producer/Director: Mark Landsman. Co-producers:
Columbia Law School Human Rights Institute, Ella Baker Center 
for Human Rights.

“Dual Injustice: Feminicide and Torture in Ciudad Juarez 
and Chihuahua” (2005) tells of the murder of a young woman 
and subsequent arrest and torture of her cousin for the crime.
Partner: Comisión Mexicana de Defensa y Promocion de los
Derechos Humanos. 

“Expelled” (2000) is an edited compilation of testimonies
originally compiled for a case before the Inter-American Court
about the treatment of individuals of Haitian descent in the
Dominican Republic, many of whom were deported to Haiti.
Partners: National Coalition for Haitian Rights; Columbia University
Human Rights Institute.

“A Right to Justice/Derecho a la Justicia” (2001) details
efforts by Jesus Tecú Osorio, who survived the 1982 Rio Negro
Massacre in Guatemala, to expose the truth of the genocide and 
to secure justice. Partner: Jesus Tecú Osorio.

“Rights on the Line: Vigilantes at the Border” (2005)
exposes issues surrounding vigilante groups and the Minuteman
project on the U.S.-Mexico border. Partner: American Friends
Service Committee. Co-producer: American Civil Liberties Union.

“System Failure: Violence, Abuse, and Neglect in the
California Youth Authority” (2004) exposes the horrific
conditions and human rights violations endemic of the California
Youth Authority, one of the largest youth correctional agencies in 
the U.S. Partner: The Ella Baker Center for Human Rights. 

“When the River Met the Sea” (2004) features the experience
of the Garífuna community during and after the deadly Hurricane
Mitch in 1998 with a particular focus on voices of women and 
youth in the community. Partner: Comité de Emergencia Garífuna
de Honduras. 
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Please sign up as a free WITNESS member
on our website at www.witness.org.
Copies of WITNESS videos are available
on the website or by contacting Aimée
Castenell, Archive and Sales Associate, at
718.783.2000 x320 or aimee@witness.org. 

For further information about WITNESS
and its programs or to make a tax-
deductible contribution, please contact
Sara Federlein, Development and Special
Projects Manager, at 718.783.2000 x304
or sara@witness.org. 

Probono design by Lippa Pearce, Ltd. 
Printed with soy-based inks on recycled paper.
© 2006 WITNESS

Images:
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Development; Comisión Mexicana de Defensa y Promoción de
los Derechos Humanos; Comissão Pastoral da Terra & Center 
for Justice and International Law, Brazil; Committee on the
Administration of Justice; Ella Baker Center for Human Rights;
Human Rights Focus; The Institute for Human Rights and
Development in Africa; Equipo Argentino de Antropologíca
Forense; Andrew Levine; Joey Lozano; NAKAMATA; Organization
Drom; Rencontre Africaine pour la Défense des Droits de
l’Homme, Revolutionary Association of Women of Afghanistan;
Dave Tacon; Jesus Tecú Osorio.
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