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Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Introduction
Imagine you are on a cruise. You have worked hard and sacrificed 
a lot to be here. But now, after seven days at sea, you have not seen 
a single sunrise. You haven’t even seen the sun, for that matter. It 
has rained for your entire trip. 

Now imagine you’re Noah. Noah worked hard and sacrificed a 
lot. Day after day, he worked to build the ark as God commanded. 
He endured mocking from his friends, yet he remained God’s 
faithful servant. Day after day, for more than a month, Noah and 
his family still bobbed about under a rainy, sunless sky.

Finally, after forty days of clouds and rain, the clouds cleared. The 
sun rose, creating a brilliant sky. Imagine Noah’s elation. Months 
later, God brought the ark to dry land and made this promise: 
(read Genesis 8:22). As an additional sign, God put a rainbow in 
the sky as a promise to himself, Noah, and all of us that he would 
never again destroy all humanity in a flood.

God was faithful to Noah. He is faithful to us. God keeps his 
promises.



Getting to the Heart
Sunrises, rainbows, and the change of the seasons provide 
wonderful evidence of God’s faithfulness and care. But that 
evidence will last only as long as the earth remains. When the 
earth dissolves, as the Bible says it one day will, the rainbow as 
evidence of God’s faithfulness will disappear (2 Peter 3:8–14).

However, the greatest evidence, the eternal evidence, of God’s 
faithfulness will never disappear. We see that evidence in the cross 
and the empty tomb of our Savior. 

Christ came as the fulfillment of God’s promise to send the world 
a Redeemer, a Rescuer. God repeated this promise again and 
again as he spoke through the Old Testament prophets. Then, 
when the time was just right, he sent his own Son into the world. 
In Jesus Christ, we see the faithfulness of God in person, in the 
flesh. Jesus lived a life of perfect obedience to his Father’s will. 
Faithful to that will, and without any sin of his own, he died on 
the cross for your sins and mine. According to God’s plan, Jesus 
suffered the punishment we justly deserve for our unfaithfulness, 
for our disobedience and failures to love.

On the day that Jesus died, the sun’s light once again dimmed. 
Those who had followed Jesus now witnessed his death in the 
crushing darkness. Doubt and fear set in. The women who made 
their way to the tomb on the third day after Jesus’ death felt only 
despair in the pre-dawn darkness.

But then the sun rose, and what a Son Rise it was! The women 
found the stone rolled back and the tomb empty. They heard the 
angel’s astounding announcement, “He is not here: for he is risen” 
(Matthew 28:6). 

God had faithfully fulfilled his promises. In Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, we have certain evidence, irrefutable evidence, that 
God is faithful! In Jesus, we also have forgiveness for our sins and 
the sure promise of eternal life. Because of what happened on that 

first, bright Easter morning, we can say with absolute confidence, 
“His compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is 
thy faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22–23).

Taking It Home
In his first letter to the Christians in Corinth, the apostle Paul 
explains the meaning and power of Jesus’ resurrection. He 
concludes with some amazing and encouraging words. (Read 1 
Corinthians 15:58.)

God is faithful and his compassion is “new every morning.” God 
supports, forgives, and sustains us in our daily work. That means 
our work for him is never meaningless. There is no such thing as a 
lost cause, a hopeless case.

Today, we give thanks and praise to God for you, (name the people 
you are honoring). You faithfully carry out your work of service for 
our risen Lord, day by day, week by week—as certain as the sun 
rising in the east. (If time allows, give examples of individuals who 
serve faithfully in your church or organization.) Confident in God’s 
faithfulness, you can be certain that your work is not in vain.

At times, you may feel tired or discouraged. Perhaps, like Noah, 
you wonder if the rain will ever stop or if sunlight will ever return. 
But even in times like that, God is present with you. Like the 
sunshine hidden behind clouds, he faithfully works with you, 
blessing your work. 

Accept our thanks today for the work God has done and 
continues to do through you as you serve his people here at (name 
your church or organization). He is faithful, and his compassion—
like the sunrise—is new every morning. That compassion is yours 
in our Savior.


