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Summary
The purpose of this Feasibility Study is to consider the creation of an Aboriginal Monument for 
Armidale which recognises the contributions Aboriginal people have made to the area and 
community ~ across ancient and present time  and into the future.

While there are many monuments in Armidale which acknowledge the contributions of European 
settlers and the wider community, there are only a handful which recognise Aboriginal people.

Australian Aboriginals are the oldest continuous living culture on Earth and the first peoples of the
Armidale area. They first arrived on the continent some 50-60,000 years ago. The profound 
significance of their culture is increasingly being understood and recognised. It includes the oldest
known examples of human-made maps, artworks, farming, spiritual practices and much more.

At the same time though, Australia's modern relationship with Aboriginal people is challenged by 
the traumatic impact of colonisation. National initiatives such as reconciliation and 'Closing the 
Gap' demonstrate a vision for a more respectful and inclusive way of life together.

This Study undertook  social research of local stakeholders and community leaders as well as 
technical research of existing Aboriginal Memorials. It identified funding options, possible sites 
and considered existing leadership capacity to create an Armidale Aboriginal Monument.

More than 150 Aboriginal Monuments already exist around the country. They reflect a wide range 
of styles from artworks, sculptures and geoglyphs through to more common plaques, obelisks 
and commemorative gardens. Most focus on the contributions of individual Aboriginal people or 
significant events and milestones while a few tell the collective story of Aboriginal people.

For Armidale, there is an opportunity to create something significant which recognises the 
profound history and significance of its Aboriginal people. While traditional sites of significance 
have been identified, a stronger message would be  to create a monument which is highly visible, 
easily usable for events and ceremonies, and easily accessible for visitors and locals.

The Study recommends that a series of monuments be created over time to tell “the world's 
longest story” ~ the story of Aboriginal Australians.

This bold purpose and vision is somewhat at odds with current capacity in terms of leadership 
across the key stakeholders, community cohesion and present funding. For this reason it is 
recommended that a Master Plan is first created for the overall story-line. This way the focus at 
any one time will be on individual monuments which make up the whole.

The monuments will be positive, inspiring, educational and attractive. They will also highlight the 
profound time-scale and magnitude of Aboriginal achievements and contributions ~ from ancient 
pre-history through to the contemporary ~ weaving together education, nature, art and culture.

Project governance is recommended to be by the Gayinyaga Aboriginal Community Consultative 
Committee of Armidale Dumaresq Council ~ one of the oldest existing committees of its kind in 
NSW. Their broad leadership can inspire and involve a range of Aboriginal and other community 
partners. Such a coalition is likely to be able to leverage the required knowledge as well as secure 
the necessary grant funding, sponsorship and in-kind contributions to make this vision a reality.
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Purpose & Rationale
The intention of an Aboriginal
Monument is to acknowledge and
commemorate the contributions
Aboriginal people have made to
the Armidale area ~ past, present
and future. There is currently no
memorial in Armidale which
recognises these significant
contributions as a whole, though
there are several which recognise
more specific contributions (refer
to the Appendix: Existing Armidale 
Aboriginal Memorials, Centres and 
Commemorations).

At the same time though, there are many monuments which acknowledge the contributions of 
European settlers and the wider community.

Australian Aboriginals are the oldest continuous and living culture on Earth. They first arrived on 
the continent some 50-60,000 years ago and in a remarkably short time established a presence in 
every part of the country.

The profound significance of Aboriginal Australians is increasingly being recognised. Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander related tourism now accounts for more than 10% ($3.8 billion) of all 
spending by foreign tourists annually1. Their culture is widely recognised in archaeological, 
anthropological, educational, knowledge-management and spiritual circles. Aboriginal people lay 
claim to the oldest known examples of of human-made maps, artworks, settlement, farming, 
spiritual practices as well as a range of tools, weapons and musical instruments.

The proposed Armidale Aboriginal Monument is recognised in the Armidale Dumaresq Council 
Aboriginal Action Plan 2011–2015. The Local Government Area is situated on the traditional land 
of the Anaiwan people with neighbouring tribes being the Gumbaingerri to  the east, Dhunghutti 
to the South East, Byane (also known as Banbai) to the North and Kamilaroi to the West. Today, 
Armidale Dumaresq’s Aboriginal population comprises the descendants of many other Aboriginal 
nations. Indigenous people constitute 5.4% of the local population and total 1,241 people2.

Council formed the Gayinyaga Aboriginal Consultative Committee in 1989, making it one of the 
longest standing committees of this kind in NSW. The Aboriginal Flag was first flown at Council 
Chambers in 1992 and Council has an Aboriginal Place Naming Policy.

1 Source: Australian Financial Review, 22 June 2013
2 Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2006
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Research Process
Overall governance of this research was undertaken by the Gayinyaga Aboriginal Community 
Consultative Committee with day to day management by Dugan (Steve) Widders who is an 
Anaiwan Elder as well as Community Liaison Officer for Armidale Dumaresq Council.

Two broad streams of research were undertaken:

1. Social research of local stakeholders and community leaders regarding their views

2. Technical research regarding Aboriginal Memorials more generally

The social research included the following activities:

Public Poll (191 respondents)

Short Survey (40 respondents)

One-on-one meetings with several dozen elders, key stakeholders, key organisations and 
community leaders

Youth forums with Duval High School and BackTrack Youth Works

Receipt of four public submissions.

The technical research included the following activities:

Identification of possible funding

Analysis of existing Aboriginal memorials across Australia

Negotiations with potential local partners

Meetings with Armidale Dumaresq Council regarding planning and approval matters

Discussions with Arts North West regarding artistic design and maintenance requirements.

The final stage of the process was to make available the research findings in preliminary form to a 
wide range of stakeholders for comment and feedback. The outcomes of this review have been 
incorporated into this Final Report.
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Research Findings

Community Support
There were 191 respondents to a public poll of which 84.3% supported establishing an Aboriginal 
memorial or a commemoration of some form.

Respondents were also asked to briefly explain their reasons why they did, or conversely why they
did not, support the idea.

Supportive participants' responses covered three broad themes as to why commemoration is 
important.  These are listed below in order of most to least frequent:

1. To recognise the many positive contributions by Aboriginal to this place and community ~

“I believe there needs to be recognition of Aboriginal people and families in
Armidale that have contributed to not only the Aboriginal community but the
Armidale community. Aboriginal people should be recognised whilst they are

not only passed but living, so all  generations can be proud of all the
achievements and struggles and also be part of the living history.”

2. To recognise the first peoples of this place ~

“Aboriginal people deserve to be respected and acknowledged as the first
people in our region.”

3. To heal the hurts and right the wrongs ~

“I support the idea because it is a way of symbolising the healing that is
needed for our community to move forward. It is also a way of

acknowledging the struggles of Aboriginal people in the Armidale area –
despite the fact that we have been dispossessed, robbed of our language and

traditions. We are still here and proud to be!”
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The word-map below reflects the emphasis of the 'yes' participants responses . The size of each word reflects how often it was used.
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With respect to the respondents who answered 'no' to the proposed memorial, there were many 
who were in effect saying 'yes'. Most commonly, their point of view was that all contributors to 
Armidale should be acknowledged, and that we should not discriminate by only recognising 
Aboriginal people and their contributions. For example:

“Is Aboriginal heritage more important than European? No. At some stage
everybody has put in their fair share of effort to make this country as

fantastic to live in as any other. We should not discriminate.”

Recognition of non-Aboriginal contributions to Armidale are recognised in the names of streets, 
buildings, parks, sculptures, art and so on. The  premise of this Feasibility Study is to similarly 
recognise contributions by Aboriginal people to Armidale.

The remainder of reasons provided for 'no' responses can be categorised as follows:

1. Holding a view that the Armidale Aboriginal Keeping Place already fulfils this purpose ~

“Aboriginal Keeping Place is a good place to focus on. There is no need to
open another one.”

2. There is insufficient money available to pursue this idea and indicating an assumption that 
it would be Armidale Dumaresq Council who would cover the cost

“I don't believe Council can afford it when there are other more pressing
needs.”

3. Being discriminatory towards Aboriginal people and/or holding a view that they have 
made no, or very few, contributions to the area or community.

A second work map for the answers provided by those who were not supportive of the memorial 
is provided on the following page.
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Illustration 4: Word map of reasons for not supporting an Armidale Aboriginal Memorial
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Funding
There is a wide range of possible
sources of funding for an Armidale
Aboriginal Monument, from local
through to state, national and
potentially even international
sources.

While saying this, none of these
possible sources is specifically for
the creation of an Aboriginal
Monument. Rather, each source of
funding has objectives which could
be aligned with a Monument and
include of requirements which
would need to be met.

The specific purpose, objectives,
design and approach for  the
Aboriginal Monument is likely to
affect its eligibility and suitability for each of the different funding sources identified in the table 
below. For instance, some funding sources are only available to charities and deductible gift 
recipients. Accessing these sources of funding may require the involvement of a partner or 
auspice agency that has the required legal status.

Funding Source Alignment Category Amount Requirements

Aboriginal Benefits 
Foundation

Support art, health and cultural 
projects with a connection to 
Aboriginal art and/or artists

Aboriginal

Art

Culture

Health

$500 to 
$5,000

Deductible Gift 
Recipient

Aboriginal Heritage 
Projects | NSW 
Government

Conserve, promote and support 
Aboriginal heritage in NSW 
particularly oral histories, 
interpretive initiatives and education

Aboriginal

Culture

Up to 
$100,000

Support of the local 
Aboriginal 
community

Excludes 
monuments

Armidale Dumaresq 
Council

Long-standing commitment to 
Aboriginal community and funding 
body for this Feasibility Study

Community Unknown Negotiate for 
inclusion in 
Community 
Strategic Plan
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Illustration 5: Rainbow Serpent by Gordon Hookey, Walcha ~  funded
by an Australia Council for the Arts grant and made with the ideas

and assistance of the local Thunghatti people. It has been placed
overlooking the mill-hole, home of the legendary rainbow serpent

Source: Walcha NSW Tourism

http://www.walchansw.com.au/photo-gallery/open-air-sculptures/rainbow-serpent-by-gordon-hookey.php
http://armidale.nsw.gov.au/
http://armidale.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/Heritage/funding/aboriginalproj.htm
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/Heritage/funding/aboriginalproj.htm
http://www.aboriginal.org.au/grants.htm
http://www.aboriginal.org.au/grants.htm
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Funding Source Alignment Category Amount Requirements

Australia Council for the 
Arts | Community 
Partnership Projects

Community arts and cultural 
development projects that have 
strong public presentation outcomes
and involve both arts and non-arts 
partners

Arts

Culture

$20,000 to 
$35,000

By, with, and for the 
communities

Highly skilled artists

Activity reflects the 
energy and qualities 
of the community

Australian Communities 
Foundation

There is no formal submission 
process. Eligible organisations can 
submit a request for a grant via the 
online submission form

Aboriginal

Culture

Arts

Deductible Gift 
Recipient and Tax 
Concession Charity

Community Building 
Partnership | NSW 
Government

Develop a vibrant, sustainable and 
inclusive community by the 
construction of community 
infrastructure that is pivotal to local 
community members

Community $200,000 
per 
electorate

Community Environment
Grants | Caring for 
Country Program

Maintenance of natural and cultural 
values

Enhance Aboriginal capacity to 
conserve and protect these values

Culture

Environment

$5,000 to 
$50,000

Incorporated body 
application, 
including Councils

Community Mutual 
Group

Sponsorship and donations to 
benefit members and local 
community members

Aboriginal

Cultural

Provide media, 
promotional and 
signage 
opportunities

Due 31 July annually

Equity Trustees 
Foundation

Focus on Indigenous issues in 2014 Aboriginal Annual 
distribution 
of $75,000

Deductive Gift 
Recipient and Tax 
Concession Charity

Foundation for Rural and 
Regional Renewal | 
Culture, Arts, Tourism 
and Community Heritage
Program

Support worthwhile activities in the 
areas of culture and tourism, the 
arts, history and heritage across rural
and remote Australia

Tourism

Culture

Art

Heritage

Up to 
$20,000

Communities with a 
population of less 
than 10,000 are 
given preference

Healing Foundation Funds for organisations that are 
helping our communities to heal

Healing Unknown Subscribe to mailing 
list for details

Heart of our Community |
Community Mutual 
Group

Established support for Aboriginal 
community needs, eg. BackTrack

Community Unknown Create own 
campaign and build 
public support
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https://www.heartofourcommunity.com.au/
http://healingfoundation.org.au/funding/
http://www.frrr.org.au/cb_pages/CATCH.php
http://www.frrr.org.au/cb_pages/CATCH.php
http://www.frrr.org.au/cb_pages/CATCH.php
http://www.eqt.com.au/not-for-profit-organisations/grants/trust-list/trustdetail.aspx?ID=25
http://www.eqt.com.au/not-for-profit-organisations/grants/trust-list/trustdetail.aspx?ID=25
https://www.communitymutual.com.au/community.html
https://www.communitymutual.com.au/community.html
http://www.nrm.gov.au/funding/environment/ceg/index.html
http://www.nrm.gov.au/funding/environment/ceg/index.html
http://www.communitybuildingpartnership.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.communitybuildingpartnership.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.communityfoundation.org.au/grantmaking
http://www.communityfoundation.org.au/grantmaking
http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/grants/2013/community-partnerships-projects-with-public-outcomes-6-september
http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/grants/2013/community-partnerships-projects-with-public-outcomes-6-september
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Funding Source Alignment Category Amount Requirements

Indigenous Heritage 
Program | Australian 
Government

Identification, conservation, and 
promotion of heritage places 
important to Aboriginal people

Aboriginal

Environment

Culture

Up to 
$100,000

M A Ingram Trust Indigenous Australian mammals and 
birds

Environment Up to 
$5,000

Due 15 April each 
year

Office for the Arts | 
Australian Government

Support Aboriginal culture, 
languages and visual arts and their 
importance for “Closing the Gap”

Aboriginal

Culture

Arts

Our Neighbourhood | 
Australia Post 

Foster community spirit and build 
healthier, more vibrant and inclusive 
communities

Aboriginal

Community

$1,000 to 
$25,000

Registered charity or
community 
organisation

Protecting our Places | 
NSW Environment Trust

Protect land that is culturally 
significant to Aboriginal people and 
to support education projects about 
the environment and its importance 
in Aboriginal life

Aboriginal

Environment

Culture

$2,000 to 
$35,000

On ground or 
educational works

Applicant must be an
Aboriginal 
Organisation

Education Grants | The 
Ian Potter Foundation

Support projects that bring together 
schools, communities, families and 
individuals to improve education,  
acknowledging the importance of 
holistic approaches.

Education $50,000 to 
$100,000 or
more

Both Deductible Gift 
Recipient and Tax 
Concession Charity

Tourism Industry 
Regional Development 
Fund

Increase the quality and range of 
visitor experiences in regional 
Australia

Tourism  $50,000 to 
$250,000

Matched dollar-for-
dollar funding

Alignment with 
industry objectives

In addition to the formal funding sources listed above, various organisations and industries were 
identified as possible sponsors. For example, churches and the agricultural industry have 
benefited significantly from the volunteering and work done by Aboriginal people.

Moreover, other fundraising options could also be explored ~ such as a public appeal, crowd 
funding or more traditional fundraising methods such as raffles and the like.
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http://www.ret.gov.au/tourism/business/tirf/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.ret.gov.au/tourism/business/tirf/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.ret.gov.au/tourism/business/tirf/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.ianpotter.org.au/education
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/pop.htm
http://ourneighbourhood.com.au/
http://arts.gov.au/indigenous
http://www.statetrustees.com.au/state-trustees-australia-foundation/private-charitable-trusts
http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/programs/ihp/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/programs/ihp/index.html
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Existing Aboriginal Monuments (beyond Armidale)
At the time of this report, Monuments Australia had a listing of 150 Aboriginal Monuments. This 
compares with their total collection of more than 20,000 monuments nationally.

Examples of Aboriginal Monuments are included below to show both the range of styles used and 
the range of purposes that they fulfil. In summary:

The most common style of monuments are graves and simple plaques or obelisks. 
Sculptures and artworks are also used though much less frequently. Two geoglyphs were 
identified, one of which is depicted below (Bunjil) and the other being Kati Thanda, or 
Maree Man, in South Australia.

The most common purpose of the monuments is to recognise an individual Aboriginal 
community member for their leadership, work and contribution. Other purposes were to 
recognise entire tribes or nations, particularly as the first people of a place, or their moiety 
or totem. Significant events are also commemorated (such as the Mija Memorial below 
which marks the cyclone which destroyed a settlement) though are less frequent. There 
are also monuments which are specifically for the purpose of reconciliation.

Of the few monuments which describe how it was they came to be created, each 
highlights the involvement of several partners and their funding sources. These included 
government, local community and
philanthropic organisations. While local
Aboriginal people are involved with the
creation and declaration of the monuments,
only a few monuments were found which
identified Aboriginal-only funding or
resources for the creation of the monument.

Simple plaques and obelisks are the most
common style of monument identified through the
research.

For example, the monument dedicated to Cumbo
Gunnerah, also known as Red Chief, is depicted to
the right.

This plaque was designed by Dennis Adams in
consultation with local Aborigines and the NSW
National Parks & Wildlife Service. It was erected to
mark a burial site.
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Illustration 6: Cumbo Gunnerah, Government office
block, Gunnedah | Photograph by Diane Watson |

Source: Monument Australaia

http://monumentaustralia.org.au//search/display/21470-red-kangaroo-(red-chief)


The World's Longest Story | Armidale Aboriginal Monument
Feasibility Study ~ Final Report and Recommendations

The inscription on the plaque is written in both the Kamilaroi/Gamillaraay language and English.

Yilambu giwihr gayir Kambu Gunirah gir ginyi. Ngihrngu mari ngihrma gayir
Gaweh Canuhr. Ngihrma binal wuraya, wahrunggul yiliyan maringu

Gunidahngu ginyi. Yirahla ganu wunda dawandah nahbu gayir gaweh
Gawinbara Wuraya.

In times past there was an Aboriginal man called Cumbo Gunnerah His
people called him The Red Kangaroo. He was a clever chief and a mighty

fighter (this man from Gunnedah). Later, the white people of this place called
him The Red Chief.

The Sackville Reach Aboriginal Memorial (depicted below right) is an example of an obelisk. 
Where this monument is situated was previously an Aboriginal reserve, with the monument 
commemorating the Aboriginal people who lived in the area.

Pavers and inset plaques can also be found. The Sydney Writers Walk honours Australian and 
international authors with plaques embedded in the walkway around Sydney's Circular Quay from
the International Passenger Terminal on West Circular Quay and all the way to the side of the 
Sydney Opera House forecourt on East Circular Quay.

The example of a paver plaque (below left) is dedicated to Faith Bandler, also known as Ida 
Lessing Faith Mussing, for her leadership in the
campaign for the 1967 referendum on Aboriginal
Australians. In 1974, Bandler started working on
four books, two histories of the 1967 referendum,
an account of her brother's life in New South Wales,
and a novel about her father's experience of
blackbirding in Queensland.
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Illustration 8: Faith Bandler, aka Lessing Faith
Mussing, civil rights activist and South Sea

Islander, Circular Quay Sydney | Photograph by
Peter F Williams | Source: Monument Australia

Illustration 7: Sackville Reach Aboriginal Memorial
Reserve, Lower Portland, Hawkesbury NSW |

Source: Monument Australia

http://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/people/indigenous/display/94163-faith-bandler
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/display/22964-sackville-aboriginal-monument
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Aboriginal artworks are of course widely acclaimed, however their use for the purpose of  
monuments is less common. The example below is from the National Gallery of Australia and is 
arguably one of the most well recognised uses of Aboriginal art for a memorial. 

The Aboriginal Memorial is an installation of 200 hollow log coffins from Central Arnhem Land. It 
commemorates all the indigenous people who, since 1788, have lost their lives defending their 
land. The artists who created this installation intended that it be located in a public place where it 
could be preserved for future generations.

The path through the Memorial imitates the course of the Glyde River estuary which flows 
through the Arafura Swamp to the sea. The hollow log coffins are situated broadly according to 
where the artists' clans live
along the river and its
tributaries.

The Clermont Aboriginal
Monument (depicted right) is
centred on a sculpture of a
small boat within the grounds
of a reserve.
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Illustration 9:  The Aboriginal Memorial, National Gallery of Australia, Canberra

Illustration 10: Clermont Aboriginal Monument, Hoods Lagoon Recreation
Reserve, Clermont Queensland 

Photograph by Diane Watson | Source: Monument Australia

http://nga.gov.au/AboriginalMemorial/home.cfm
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/display/91129-clermont-aboriginal-monument
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Significant events are sometimes the subject of the
monuments, though individual people are by far the
most common subject matter.

The monument (depicted right) recognises both a
significant contemporary event (the discovery of gold-
bearing quartz) and the Aboriginal individual (Jupiter
Mosman) who made the discovery. The discovery of
this northern Australian reef led to the establishment
of the first mine of the Charters Towers goldfield. This
field in turn is purported to have ensured the survival
of north Queensland as a European settlement.

The monument (below) commemorates the victims of
the 1918 cyclone which destroyed the Hull River
Aboriginal Settlement. Known as the Mija Project it is
built on traditional country belonging to the Djiru
people. It was established to provide a permanent
keeping place for the story of the settlement and its
inhabitants and also as a memorial to the Aboriginal
people who were forcibly sent there and who died
during the cyclone and also from disease.

The Hull River Mission,
established in 1914
(Mission Beach derives
its name from this) was
destroyed in the 1918
cyclone. The storm
surge at Mission Beach
swept hundreds of
metres inland. The
cyclone is widely
regarded as the worst
cyclone to hit a
populated area of
Queensland and it is
thought that up to 100
aborigines may have
died. With the
destruction of the Hull
River Settlement, the
authorities decided to
relocate the people to
Great Palm Island.
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Illustration 11: Jupiter Mosman | Photograph by
Diane Watson | Source: Monument Australia

Illustration 12: Hull River Settlement Monument, aka Mija Memorial, Hull River
Reserve, South Mission Beach Queensland

Photograph by Diane Watson | Source: Monument Australia

http://monumentaustralia.org.au/display/92008-hull-river-settlement-monument
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/search/display/91079-jupiter-mosman
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Milbi Wall in Cooktown (depicted right) tells the
story, from an  Aboriginal perspective, of the
significance of the first known contact between
Aboriginals and Europeans in the area. The wall is
built in three sections and depicts:

1. Creation Stories showing how the Endeavour
River and Cooktown were made

2. Commemoration of the first historic meeting
between Aboriginal people on the Cape York
Peninsula and Captain Cook, his crew and the
naturalists and scientists that accompanied him.
It traces the history of Aboriginal people from
early settlement  and the gold-rush days to the
Second World War

3. Commemoration of the 1967 referendum when
the Australian people overwhelmingly recognised
the right of Aboriginal people to equality with all
other Australians. It shows the advances
Aboriginal people have made as well as
recognising the problems they have faced.

Traditional tribal
moiety or totem are
sometimes the focus of
Aboriginal monuments.

The Birriguba Woman
( right) marks the
resting place of a
member of the
Birriguba tribe and
stands in memory of the
people who traditionally
occupied this land.
Gubulla Munda is the
totem for the Juru Tribe
of the Birri-Gubba
nation.  Gubulla Munda
holds sacred, cultural
and spiritual
significance to the
traditional owners.
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Illustration 13: Milbi Wall, Cooktown Queensland
Photograph by Diane Watson
Source: Monument Australia

Illustration 14: Birriguba Woman, Plantation Creek Park, Ayr Queensland
Photograph by Kent Watson | Source: Monument Australia

http://monumentaustralia.org.au/display/90447-birriguba-woman
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/display/91195-milbi-wall
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Inspired by an Aboriginal legend , Tiddalik the Frog
(depicted right) is the mascot of the Greenbelt
Program which aims to protect , preserve and
develop the Condamine River Flood Plain.

Only two examples of geoglyphs were identified as
being used for Aboriginal monuments.

The Bunjil Geoglyph (depicted below) is a stone
sculpture which commemorates the Aboriginal
Creator Spirit, Bunjil and the Wathaurong Aboriginal
people. The sculpture is in the shape of a wedged-
tail eagle.Traditionally, Bunjil formed all the natural
features of the land, its animals, plants and people.
Bunjil also bestowed the laws and traditions of the
Wathaurong people.
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Illustration 15: Tiddalik the Frog, Federation Park,
Warwick Queensland | Photograph by Diane

Watson | Source: Monument Australia

Illustration 16: Bunjil Geoglyph, You Yangs Regional Park, Lara Queensland |
Photograph by Graeme Saunders | Source: Monument Australia

http://monumentaustralia.org.au/display/96636-bunjil-geoglyph
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/display/92884-tiddalik-the-frog
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Recognition of specific people and individuals are
by far the most common purpose of the Aboriginal
monuments identified.

The sculptures of Pastor Sir Douglas and Lady
Gladys Nicholls (depicted right) are an example of
the recognition of individual Aboriginal community
leaders. The bluestone paving below the statue
incorporates the totems Bigarrumdja the Emu and
Waa the Crow with diamond-shaped markings.
These traditional symbols mark Lady Nicholls great-
grandparents’ connection to country.

Place Names are sometimes also given as a form of
Aboriginal monument.

The Johnny Mullagh Memorial Park (depicted
below) commemorates Johnny “Unaarrimin”
Mullagh who was a star of the famous Aboriginal
cricket team which toured England in 1868. Johnny
was a skilful all-rounder, being a right arm bowler
and right-handed batsman.

The monument was erected from funds from a
public appeal after Johnny's passing in 1891.
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Illustration 18: Johnny Mullagh, Unaarrimin of the Jardwadjali people,
Harrow Victoria | Photograph by Graeme Saunders | Source: Monument

Australia

Illustration 17: Pastor Sir Douglas and Lady
Gladys Nicholls, Australia’s first Aboriginal Church

of Christ, Fitzroy, Melbourne | Photograph by
Graeme Saunders | Source: Monument Australia

http://monumentaustralia.org.au/display/95833-johnny-mullagh-memorial-park
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/display/95833-johnny-mullagh-memorial-park
http://monumentaustralia.org.au//search/display/94800-pastor-sir-douglas-and-lady-gladys-nicholls
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Reconciliation is a more
contemporary purpose for
Aboriginal monuments.

For example, Warriu Park
(depicted right) is
dedicated to those who
prepared us for today. It
symbolises the message
that Aboriginal spirits will
always survive in this
timeless and beautiful land.

The monument was built
by Joorook Ngarni as part
of a Bi-Centenary project
and was originally intended
for Kings Park in Perth as
an Aboriginal Peoples contribution towards reconciliation and the development of a new 
Australian society.

Graves were the most common purpose of all the monuments identified.

The example (depicted right) is
dedicated to Albert Namatjira.
Namatjira was recognised as the
first Aboriginal artist to paint and
exhibit professionally in Western
style. He painted his country and
was both prodigious and
successful, producing
approximately two thousand
pictures and founding a school of
painting that continues today.

In 1957 Albert Namatjira was
granted citizenship (a status
denied to most Aboriginal
people at the time).
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Illustration 20: Albert Namatjira Grave, Pioneer Cemetery, Alice Springs
Photograph by Diane Watson | Source: Monument Australia

Illustration 19: Warriu Park Dreamtime Statues, Wyndham Western Australia
Photograph by Diane Watson | Source: Monument Australia

http://monumentaustralia.org.au/display/80013-albert-namatjira-grave
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/display/61273-warriu-park-dreamtime-statues
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Possible Sites for an Armidale Monument
A wide range of possible sites were determined through the survey, interviews and literature 
research. All were on public land with most being are Armidale Dumaresq Council properties.

The suitability of a particular site is very much connected with the purpose and desired message 
for the monument.

A widely held view in relation to  possible sites is that it be  prominent and in a central location so 
as to maximise visibility, accessibility and usage of the monument for ceremonies and 
commemorative events. These include

The Creeklands and Walking Track, in which  a series of monuments  depicting the long 
story of Aboriginal culture and contributions be incorporated, linked along Black Gully 
tributary with the Armidale Aboriginal Cultural Centre & Keeping Place

Parks ~ the Aboretum, Apex Lookout on North Hill, McDonald Park, Civic Park, Central 
Park and Drummond Park

Beardy Street Mall, noting that the monument would be designed to complement the 
mall, for example,  brass insets in paving stones (like the Sydney Writers Walk at Circulate 
Quay detailed above) or inscribed poles (like the Edge of the Trees at the Museum of 
Sydney detailed below).

For some,  the site needed to be located in a place that is of traditional or contemporary 
significance to Aboriginal people. These include:

Dreaming story sites ~ such as the story of the Three Brothers which links North Hill, 
Mount Duval and South Hill

Areas used as camps ~ North Hill, Narwan Village, Barry Street, Grafton/Castledoyle 
Roads, the Aboretum and Dumaresq Dam

Sacred areas such as Yarrowyck and Echidna Gully

Areas used socially today such as Blue Hole.

The other strong theme which arose was that of using or creating a space which was quiet, 
reflective and meditative in character. Some of the above sites were mentioned in this context, 
particularly Apex Lookout on North Hill and the idea of creating a track either on The Creeklands 
or along similar lines as the walking track.

It is noteworthy that the majority of sites suggested are defined by the contemporary Aboriginal 
relationship with the town and now city of Armidale. This may have been influenced by the 
framing of the Feasibility Study, though effort was  made to explain that the monument could 
reflect any time from ancient through to the contemporary and even into the future.

Of all these sites, only the story of the Three Brothers ~ linking North Hill, Mount Duvall and South
Hill ~ evokes the ancient significance of this place for its first peoples.
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Messages to Convey and Moments to Recognise
The overwhelming majority of messages and moments to recognise identified in this Study are of 
a positive nature, occurrences worthy of being celebrated, recognised and acknowledged with 
pride.

This  in no way intended to ignore the trauma, hurt and violence which took place following 
colonisation. Many people accept the need to truthfully remember these painful events, though 
few felt that these should be the focus of the Armidale Aboriginal Monument. Of those who felt 
this to be important, they believed the purpose should be to progress reconciliation.

“Non-Indigenous Australia has only very recently begun to acknowledge the
harm done to aboriginal people by colonisation. We have still got a very long

way to go to redress the injustices of the past and to fully reconcile with
Indigenous Australia. A memorial would be a wonderful way for Armidale to

contribute to this process.”

From the survey, four broad categories of message were identified:

Culture and Country ~ this was the strongest and most recurring theme. It incorporates 
the wide range of unique features of the Australian Aboriginal way of life and their spiritual
relationship with country. At the broadest level, there was a desire to recognise Aboriginal 
people as the first peoples and the oldest continuous human culture in history which lived 
in harmony and sustainably with its natural environment. More specifically, there was a 
desire to recognise the Armidale region as a meeting place for the exchange of knowledge 
and  ceremony. At the most specific level. there was interest in highlighting traditional 
ways of life in terms of food, clothing, tools, weapons, spirituality, lore and so on. To quote

“They are the first Australians and have been in this area a very long time.
They need to be acknowledged.”

Contributions ~ both by individuals and by Aboriginal people collectively. Examples 
included: services to the agricultural sector (particularly in its early establishment); 
construction of local buildings; community service and volunteerism (particularly through 
the many churches and social services like St Vincent de Paul and The Salvation Army, and 
during difficult times like The Great Depression); military service; sport (Narwan Eels, 
Frank Roberts the First Aboriginal Olympian); education (Minimbah, Dianne Roberts (the 
first Aboriginal Principal), and the Oorala Aboriginal Centre); politics, government and 
leadership (Pat Dixon, the first Aboriginal Deputy Mayor and Local Councillor, Shane 
Devitt, the first Aboriginal Captain of Duval High School); music (Cyril Green who played 
with the Jimmy Little Trio); and various community events (such as dances). People said:

“European settlement is well represented in Armidale but the ancient history
and vital contribution of Aboriginal people is barely represented.”

“We need to recognise the contributions by Aboriginal people in the same
way that the contributions of the many new peoples are recognised as

streets, buildings, parks, art [sic] and so on.”
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Reconciliation ~ this was to recognise the significant violence and trauma created by 
colonisation with a view to creating mutual understanding and respect as well as healing 
the hurts. To quote:

“I would like to see a public acknowledgement that we live and work on land
stolen from the Aboriginal people of this area. Acknowledging a 'contribution'

wouldn't be enough.”

Contemporary Milestones ~ this began at the time of first contact through colonisation 
and travels through time right up to today and included: the creation of Narwan Village; 
the formation of Association for the Assimilation of Aborigines; establishment of 
Minimbah/Oorala Aboriginal Centre, the Pat Dixon Aboriginal Medical Centre and the 
Aboriginal Cultural Centre and Keeping Place; the 1967 Referendum, NAIDOC Week and 
Sorry Day; the first flying of the Aboriginal Flag at Council Chambers; formation of the 
Gayinyaga Aboriginal Community Consultative Committee; formation of the All Blacks 
Rugby Union Club; and many more. One respondent said:

“All towns, villages etcetera should have an Aboriginal Memorial, to
acknowledge the Aboriginal people and or Torres Strait Islanders of that area,

use that Memorial in welcoming others into country and for the wider
community to know, respect and learn about Aboriginal people and culture.”

Design Principles
From the survey, the most prominent design principle for the Monument  was that it should tell a 
story and be striking in its simplicity. Also important was both embody traditional Aboriginal 
artwork and design and be low maintenance and low risk to vandalism. Suggested ideas included 
the use of the existing landscape as well as stone, wood, metal, native grasses and plants. The 
Judith Wright Memorial Grove was frequently cited as an existing example that had been done 
well and embodied similar design principles.

Some people identified sculpture as their preference. However, it was widely noted that these can
be expensive and complex to get right, particularly for
low maintenance and vandalism prevention. Ideas
included sculptures of people and of the local totem,
the echidna, or a re-creation of the Booroolong
Carved Trees.

The other frequent principle which was identified, and
has been mentioned above, is that of creating a
quiet, reflective and meditative space. The intention
is to convey a sense of Aboriginal dreaming and
spirituality as well as to support non-Aboriginal
people to understand and reconcile the profound
impacts that colonisation and settlement has had
upon their country and culture.
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Illustration 21: Sculptures in the Scrub, Dandry
Gorge Source: NSW Tourism

http://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/country-nsw/warrumbungle-area/surrounds/attractions/sculptures-in-the-scrub
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While the majority of the existing monument examples identified, together with the suggestions 
made, were that the monument to be at a single site,  one novel idea was to create a trail which 
includes a series of monuments. Such a series of monuments could be created over time to fulfil 
a larger master plan. This concept is likely to create a sense of the millennia of the history 
involved, like a landscape-scale timeline by incorporating elements of a traditional story or song-
line into a walking trail. This design principle has the advantage of being able to acknowledge a 
number of contributions or convey a number of messages through its many parts.

Inclusivity is an important design
principle which arose in regard to
achieving a high level of support across
the  community, including Aboriginal. To
achieve this, reference to all the relevant
tribes, families, language groups and
nations (such as with the 'Edge of the
Trees' depicted right) will be required. 

This principle is easier to achieve if the
Monument makes reference to the more
unifying elements of Aboriginal culture,
spirituality and country. In contrast,
references to specific individuals or
language groups are likely to be more
challenging in achieving a broad-base of
Aboriginal community support. This is
likely to be a key factor for funding.

Community participation and
partnerships is also a key design
principle to create ownership as well as a
way of reducing the need for cash
funding. The Aboriginal memorials at
Duval High School and the Judith Wright
Memorial Grove are both good examples
where students and community
members respectively provided labour to
create them. Coordination of this kind of
broad community participation needs to be sufficiently well resourced to be done properly. 

Aligned partnerships can also be an important element in the successful design of a monument 
During the course of this Feasibility Study, a number of possible partners have expressed interest 
in considering being involved ~ particularly Arts North West, BackTrack, Landcare and Frog 
Dreaming. Involvement of partners would require their interests and abilities to be aligned with 
the concept of the Monument, such as Landcare assisting with native plants and bushland or Arts 
North West assisting with artists and public art requirements more generally. The Judith Wright 
Memorial Grove was built with donations of materials from local companies.
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Illustration 22: Edge of the Trees, Museum of Sydney
A 'forest' of 29 massive pillars – sandstone, wood and steel –

cluster near the Museum entrance. The names of 29 Aboriginal
clans from around Sydney correspond to the 29 vertical poles.

Walking between the pillars you hear a soundscape of Koori
voices reciting the names of places in the Sydney region that

have today been swallowed up by the metropolis. Organic
materials such as human hair, shell, bone, feathers, ash and

honey, are embedded in windows within the elements, evoking
prior ways of life. Place names are engraved on the sandstone

pillars in Aboriginal and English languages.  

http://www.hht.net.au/discover/highlights/collection_items/edge_of_trees
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It is a given that the design principles in part need to match the site and the message being 
conveyed or moment being recognised. For example:

Achieving high visibility and usage is more feasible in locations such as in the central 
district of Armidale or in one of the public parks. This would enable the Monument to be 
more easily used for special occasions and ceremonies, such as NAIDOC Week

Use of high use public areas, such as The Creeklands or Beardy Street Mall, would 
constrain the type of Monument. Designs for these kinds of areas are likely to include the 
use of poles (as depicted in the 'Edge of the Trees' depicted above) or pavers (such as the 
Sydney Writers Walk at Circular Quay in Sydney described earlier)

Monuments intending to have tourism value would need to either be situated in existing 
tourism traffic areas (such as the three major road routes into and through Armidale) or to 
create a sufficient profile which would attract visitors to a new destination (such as the 
redesign of North Hill described earlier)

Culturally significant traditional stories, such as the Three Brothers mentioned earlier, are 
linked with using sites that can readily convey the story to visitors, probably with the 
ability to see the story in the landscape (for example, incorporating three or more viewing 
points where each of the three mountains are visible to the visitor, North Hill, South Hill 
and Mount Duval).

Similarly, it is important to reiterate the inter-relationship of the design principles with funding 
requirements and conditions. For example, some funding is tied to protection of sites of 
significance, which may be less easy to demonstrate if the monument is located in a 
contemporary public place rather than on a significant site itself. Likewise, the incorporation of 
training or paid on-the-job-learning can be linked with training and employment funding.

Lastly, it is important to incorporate the widely used principles of 'crime prevention through 
environmental design' into the Monument. For example, reducing the risk of vandalism by the use
of 'natural surveillance' by designing the placement of the monuments to maximise visibility and 
foster positive social interaction among users of the public space The use of these principles will 
improve the longevity of the monument, reduce maintenance costs and the risk of vandalism.

Building Community Support
Continuing to build community support will be key to the feasibility, success and ultimately the 
impact that the Aboriginal Monument makes.

Involving the Aboriginal community is particularly key through all stages from the research and 
ideas (this Feasibility Study) through to the design, decision-making and creation of the 
Monument itself.

Key  'Aboriginal community' stakeholders include Elders, Aboriginal organisations, schools, youth 
and the wider community.

As already identified in the Design Principles above, the Monument needs to focus on areas of 
shared and common interest that are inclusive (and conversely, avoid areas which are conflicted
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or factionalised). The withdrawal of funding due to such conflict for a similar project through the 
Third City of the Arts several years ago highlights the importance of this requirement.

Formal support, collaboration and partnerships will also build community support. These ideally
would draw on both Aboriginal and the wider non-Aboriginal community.

During the course of this Feasibility Study, the following groups expressed their interest in 
collaborating on the project:

Arts North West ~ with public art and cultural expertise

ANTaR Armidale ~ for reconciliation

OCTEC ~ for sponsorship and links with training and employment

The Aboriginal Cultural Centre and Keeping Place ~ with art and cultural authority

BackTrack ~ for involvement of young people, metal work and art abilities

Armidale Tree Group, Frog Dreaming and Snow Gums Reserve (North Hill) ~ with expertise
in native bush regeneration, land care and community education

Additionally, the following groups were identified as potential partners. However their agreement
and involvement is yet to be negotiated:

Nyakka Aniwan Traditional Owners, Armidale Local Aboriginal Land Council, Coalition of 
Aboriginal Peak Organisations, Pat Dixon Medical Centre and Oorala Aboriginal Centre

Community Mutual Group ~ for awareness and fund raising with Heart of Our Community

Schools (Duval, Minimbah, Waldorf)~ for student involvement

NSW Government Office of Aboriginal Affairs

Australian Government Indigenous Coordination Centre

As is the case with funding, the involvement of partners will need to be 'fit-for-purpose' with the 
final design and intention of the Monument. This will help ensure that collaboration and 
contributions are aligned with the desired outcome and that possible tensions are kept to a 
minimum.
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Feasibility Analysis
Considering all of the research findings detailed above, the following requirements are seen as 
key to creating of an Aboriginal Monument for Armidale which is “feasible”.

The monument needs to be unique and complementary, and not duplicate or compete with 
existing Aboriginal memorials, acknowledgements and infrastructure. This is key to securing 
funding, community support and partnerships. This conclusion is based on the following:

The Armidale Aboriginal Cultural Centre and Keeping Place provides a gallery and keeping 
place which showcases a wide range of traditional and contemporary culture, art, music, 
artefacts, lifestyles and much more

Several acknowledgements exist already for individuals and family groups (refer Appendix:
Existing Armidale Aboriginal Memorials, Centres and Commemorations)

Work is currently being undertaken regarding Welcome to Country signage for Armidale

Use of traditional place names from local language groups will increase over time as 
Armidale Dumaresq Council's Dual Place Name Policy is implemented

An Reconciliation Memorials exist at the fountain in the Beardy Street Mall and at Duval 
High School.

Recognising this, the points of difference for this monument are that it would:

Be highly visible, in well used public areas, available for use for significant cultural events 
and ceremonies as well accessible to locals and visitors alike

Be created and led by Aboriginal people with pride and honour

Recognise the many significant qualities and accomplishments which are shared by all 
Aboriginal peoples rather than focussing on specific nations, tribes, language, family 
groups or individuals.

The monument should be positive, inspiring, educational and attractive by embodying the 
profound time-scale and magnitude of Aboriginal achievements and contributions ~ from 
ancient pre-history through to contemporary ~ by bringing together a series of individual 
monuments which can be created over time to form a larger story or song-line to include 
recognition of:

Being the first peoples of the area now known as Armidale

Being the oldest continuous human culture on Earth

The deeply held spiritual beliefs and worldview of Aboriginal people

Their profound connection with, and care for, country

Contemporary contributions to the settlement and the city and community of Armidale

The contemporary struggle for recognition and respect since first European contact and 
colonisation.
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The design of the monument in this way will strike a balance between the deeper yearning for a
bold and ambitious monument befitting the worlds' oldest living culture and the pragmatic 
realities of existing capacity and resources. The creation of the full story-line can be staged over 
time, always working towards the full vision with each part of the monument created as resources
become available.

The design of the monument needs to align with both funding requirements and locally 
available capacity. The strongest areas of alignment are:

Education ~ to incorporate key messages and information which create understanding 
and respect. This approach can link with related funding priorities such as community 
building, social inclusion, 'Closing the Gap' and reconciliation

Nature ~ which provides the setting for a series of monuments, incorporates the spiritual 
importance of country, connects with dreamtime stories as well as with traditional sites of 
significance which are connected with and surround the Armidale area

Art ~ to create an inspiring and engaging array of monuments which are each connected 
to form the larger story or song-line as a whole

Seeking grants and donations rather than creating a public fundraising campaign

Significant leadership and commitment will be required to realise this vision. Existing 
Aboriginal groups, organisations and authorities will need to lead or formally support this work, 
and in turn negotiate and coordinate collaboration and support with other groups who are 
willing and able to contribute to creating and utilising the series of monuments. These 
contributions need to be considered in the widest possible sense, taking account of knowledge 
and advice as well as funds, materials and other in-kind support.

The core of this leadership and commitment  needs to come from the Gayinyaga Aboriginal 
Community Consultative Committee, Armidale Dumaresq Council and the Public Arts 
Advisory Panel. There is no other authority which was identified in the course of this Study as 
both willing and able to realise this work. Such a role recognises Council's long-standing 
commitment to the Aboriginal citizens, ratepayers and community members of the district.

To further clarify these conclusions, the following points are made to identify what would be less 
“feasible”:

Urban and central sites were far more commonly identified by stakeholders and survey 
respondents rather than traditional sites of significance in the surrounding region

There is a strong desire for the monument to be visible, accessible and well used by locals 
and visitors alike. This reinforces the importance of urban and central sites. Even relatively 
central sites like North Hill near the lookout created concerns about their low level of use 
and high vulnerability to misuse and vandalism

A mix of contemporary and traditional messages need to be communicated. This is easier 
to achieve in a natural and urban location as compared with a more remote setting

The absence of a grass-roots community group and movement to lead this work requires 
an approach which can work for existing committees and organisations.
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Recommendations

The World's Longest Story
It is recommended that a series of monuments be created over time to tell “the world's longest 
story” ~ the story of Aboriginal Australians ~ in a way that embodies the enormity of this time 
scale.

It is further recommended that the series of monuments be located along The Creeklands and 
Walking Track. This location is central, accessible and visible and can be linked via tributaries, such
as Black Gully, to key places including the Armidale Aboriginal Cultural Centre and Keeping Place, 
the Ooralla Centre at the University of New England and several schools. These waterways and 
associated public spaces are becoming of increasing contemporary significance to Armidallians, 
particularly with: the large-scale regeneration of the habitat; as a beautiful setting for parks, 
picnics, walkers, bike-riders; and as a back-drop for the many homes, clubs, cafes, sports fields 
and more which align it.

The Creeklands and related waterways are predominantly public land of different tenures. Noting 
that further scoping is required to identify the specific locations for the various monuments, it 
seems feasibility to negotiate and secure formal approvals for a range of sites (refer Appendix
Planning Approval).

It is also recommended that monuments be created to convey the messages listed below with the
concepts/messages at the top as being the most important to reflect first.

Aboriginal Australians as the first people of Armidale

Aboriginal Australians as the world's oldest living culture and people

Creating a contemplative space to create a sense of the dreaming and spiritually

A map of the significant sites of Armidale and beyond including:

Dreaming story sites ~ such as the Three Brothers which links North Hill, Mount Duval 
and South Hill

Sacred areas such as Yarrowyck and Echidna Gully

Camp areas ~ North Hill, Narwan Village, Barry Street, Grafton/Castledoyle Roads, the 
Aboretum and Dumaresq Dam

Sustainability and living in harmony with nature

Highlighting Aboriginal Australians traditional way of life and culture

First contact, colonisation (for example refer to the earlier work Aboriginal History Of 
Armidale | Lynne Hosking in the Appendix) and the contributions of Aboriginal people to 
Armidale and Australia's settlement including in agriculture, construction, military service 
and sport
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The High Country having been for aeons a meeting place to share knowledge, perform 
ceremony and celebrate

A map of the contemporary sites of significance including: Armidale Aboriginal Cultural 
Centre and Keeping Place, Minimbah Primary School, Oorala Aboriginal Centre at The 
University of New England, The Pat Dixon Aboriginal Health Centre

Contemporary milestones such as: creation of Narwan Village; formation of the  
Association for the Assimilation of Aborigines; establishment of Minimbah, Oorala 
Aboriginal Centre, Pat Dixon Aboriginal Medical Centre and the Aboriginal Cultural Centre 
and Keeping Place; the 1967 Referendum, NAIDOC Week and Sorry Day; the first flying of 
the Aboriginal Flag at Council Chambers; formation of the Gayinyaga Aboriginal 
Community Consultative Committee; formation of the All Blacks Rugby Union Club.

Design and Plan
It is recommended that the necessary steps be taken to elevate the Armidale Aboriginal 
Monument to be included in the Armidale Dumaresq Council Community Strategic Plan (noting 
that is is currently only identified in the Aboriginal Action Plan  at the time of writing) as well as to 
incorporate the project into the Long Term Plan of the Public Arts Advisory Panel.

It is further recommended that a Master Plan be created for the overall story-line and series of 
monuments, identifying suitable locations along The Creeklands and Walking Track as well as links
and pointers back to the story-line from the other connection locations (as detailed in the two 
'map' monuments detailed above).

The Master Plan and Budget would need to address the two levels of work: each individual site 
and monument and the overall story-line which links each these together into a meaningful 
whole. Similarly, formal approval will be required for the overall Master Plan and for each 
individual monument as it is designed and constructed.

These planning processes need to also include consultation and any formal processes required 
with key stakeholders such as NSW Lands.

Monument Conceptualisations
Peter Arkins has created two conceptualisations of the monuments (refer Appendix Monument 
Conceptualisations) as well as a creative concept for a 'sound walk' provided by The Story Project. 
These ideas are intended to give a practical perspective on how these recommendations could be 
interpreted and applied into the Armidale landscape.

The mock-ups have been prepared for two themes:

1. The traditional Three Brothers Story ~ situated in The Creeklands

2. The commonly described experience for Aboriginal people of living in, and transitioning 
between, two worlds ~ situated at the Aboretum
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At the same time however, these conceptualisations and ideas are not intended to be literal 
designs for creation, however they are informed and based upon Aboriginal styles, symbolism and
stories. It is intended that the final designs for the monuments are clearly guided by Aboriginal 
authorities as recommended. 

Partnerships and Support
It is recommended that negotiations be pursued with each of the partners, as detailed earlier in 
this Study, who have expressed interest to support the project as well as those  who were 
identified as possible partners.

It is further recommended that Letters of Support be sought from each of the local Aboriginal 
organisation, those being: Nyakka Aniwan Traditional Owners, Armidale Local Aboriginal Land 
Council, Aboriginal Cultural Centre and Keeping Place, Coalition of Aboriginal Peak Organisations,
Minimbah, Pat Dixon Medical Centre and Oorala Aboriginal Centre.

Following completion of the Master Plan, it is  recommended that Expressions of Interest be 
sought from local partners ~ both Aboriginal and the wider community ~ to contribute to, fund or 
create the various monuments and the overall story-line. For example, it may be that a local 
organisation like BackTrack is willing to create an individual monument that is aligned with their 
interests and abilities, such as an artistic representation of Aboriginal people's contributions to 
agriculture. It could be that a regional organisation such as Arts North West may be more 
interested to contribute to the overall Master Plan for the story-line and series of monuments. A 
local school like Duval High may be willing to coordinate the involvement of their Aboriginal 
students to contribute to the monument in relation to education and learning.

It is also recommended that a community support campaign is created on the Heart of Our 
Community website. This will provide a web presence for the project as well as a simple way for 
community members to 'like' and share the project with their friends.

Leadership and Coordination
It is recommended that this initiative be jointly governed and overseen by a joint Working Group 
formed with representatives from each of Armidale Dumaresq Council's Gayinyaga Aboriginal 
Community Consultative Committee (to provide cultural and spiritual guidance) and the Public 
Arts Advisory Panel (to provide technical advice).

It is further recommended that a suitably experienced Aboriginal Artist is recruited to provide 
technical assistance for the Working Group, acting in the role of curator for the project more than 
being the literal creator of the series of monuments.

It is further recommended that the Working Group consider further membership as follows:

Representation drawn from the local Aboriginal organisations (Nyakka Aniwan Traditional 
Owners, Armidale Local Aboriginal Land Council, Aboriginal Cultural Centre and Keeping 
Place, Coalition of Aboriginal Peak Organisations, Minimbah, Pat Dixon Medical Centre 
and Oorala Aboriginal Centre)
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Representation drawn from the local Aboriginal family groups

Representation from the various project partners, which as noted above may change over 
time depending upon the stage of the project and which monument or monuments are 
being created at any time.

Funding
It is recommended that a register of possible grant funding sources, including those identified 
earlier in this report, be established for, and maintained by, the Working Group.

It is also recommended that Armidale Dumaresq Council consider its own financial contribution ~ 
both cash and in-kind support in the form of staff time, planning approvals, etc. ~ as part of the 
negotiations for the monuments to be incorporated into the Community Strategic Plan.

It is further recommended that applications for suitable funding be made as soon as possible. This 
will require the necessary plans, approvals and partnerships to be in place beforehand. It is 
recommended that the Sub-Committee determine the most suitable and strongest applicant for 
each application, being mindful of the specific criteria and conditions for the funding.

Finally, it is recommended that a Sponsorship Prospectus be created which can be used to seek 
funding for both the overall story-line as well as individual monuments. For example: The 
University of New England may have an interest in the educational elements; and various 
agribusiness companies and family farms may have an interest in supporting the agricultural 
contributions by Aboriginal people.

First Steps for Implementation
The following first steps are identified as priorities to commence implementation of the project:

Initiating media and communications to inform the various stakeholders and the wider 
community

Refine and incorporate the various recommendations and actions detailed in this Report 
into the Aboriginal Action Plan, or an equivalent plan for the proposed Working Group

Initiate negotiations with the Public Arts Panel to jointly form the Working Group 

Formally write to each of the prospective partners identified, informing them of the 
outcomes and recommendations of this Report as well as formally seeking their support 
and involvement

Establish and maintain the Funding Register and commence funding applications as 
appropriate

Identify and reserve the locations, perhaps with footprints, for example three markers for 
the Three Brothers, in negotiation with the various planning authorities including Armidale
Dumaresq Council and NSW Lands
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Appendices

Terms of Reference
The Terms of Reference for this Feasibility Study were to:

Identify and investigate sites that have significant Aboriginal history in the broadest sense,
be they social, cultural, archaeological, historical, economic, etc.

Assess land ownership details, availability and suitability

Identify linkages to existing icons of Aboriginal culture

Identify requirements and possible avenues for funding

Consider both garden and sculptural options for the Memorial

Provide a concept drawing for the proposed Memorial

Make recommendations for Armidale Dumaresq Council through Gayinyaga Aboriginal 
Community Consultative Committee
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Strategic Questions
The following strategic questions were used for the Poll, Short Survey, One on One interviews and
facilitated group discussions with Gayinyaga, Duval High School and BackTrack.

Do you support the idea of establishing an Aboriginal Memorial or Commemoration  of 
some form acknowledging the contributions of Aboriginal people to the Armidale area? 
Briefly explain why.

What Aboriginal contribution/s or event/s do you believe is/are most important to 
recognise?

What message should the Memorial represent and communicate?

What are the key considerations for the design of the Memorial?

What criteria is most important for the site or location?

What has special significance for all members of the Aboriginal community?

What is most key to creating support by the Aboriginal community? What could work 
against the support of the Aboriginal community?

What is most key to creating support by the wider community? What could work against 
the support of the wider community?

Do you have any ideas for funding for either the creation or maintenance of the Memorial?

What other examples of Memorials can we learn from?

What scale of Aboriginal Memorial (budget, complexity, maintenance requirements, level 
of community involvement etc) do you believe is most doable (feasible) for Armidale at 
this time?
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Monument Conceptualisations
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Audio Walk | The Story Project
An immersive audio walk of traditional and contemporary stories could be created along the site 
of the proposed Aboriginal monuments trail. The audio walk would complement the physical 
monuments in helping celebrate the culture, history and achievements of Aboriginal Australians 
in the Armidale area. It could weave together voices of local Aboriginal people, traditional song 
pieces, sounds from the past, contemporary music, writings from local writers, etc. It could fill 
gaps ~ both physically and narratively ~ between the physical monuments along the trail, and add
richness and depth to the stories being told.

Imagine hearing as you walk:

echoes of traditional songs

the telling of Dreaming stories

sounds from past gatherings and ceremonies

the splash of fishing in the creek

stories of connection to the land

voices calling for reconciliation

stories of significant contemporary events

children telling of their hopes for the future

The sound stories would be produced by world-class sound producers, could range in styles from 
longer audio documentary format to shorter sound pieces, and would marry contemporary and 
traditional elements. They would be experienced via an immersive mobile app, meaning that 
people would listen to the stories via their smartphone or tablet. GPS technology would allow the 
sounds and stories to be placed ‘virtually’ in set locations so they could be discovered and 
experienced as people walk. Users would be able to track their whereabouts on a map on their 
mobile device, and the map would in turn highlight the location of stories. 

The audio walk format requires no physical infrastructure, making it low maintenance and free 
from risk of vandalism. It enables the telling of multiple stories, can incorporate many voices, and 
is ideal for creating an immersive, contemplative experience of culture and place. 

The model for the sound walk lies squarely in the realm of digital place-making projects that 
combine GPS and mobile phone technology. The inspiration for these types of projects include 
London’s Hackney Hear / Hackney Podcast, and the new generation of GPS apps that are proving 
robust and dynamic when it comes to delivery, accuracy on location and user experience. This 
type of story delivery will appeal to a more tech-savvy generation who wish to experience place, 
culture and story through their smart-phones.
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Aboriginal History Of Armidale | Lynne Hosking
The City of Armidale stands where men, women and children have found a livelihood and a joy in 
living for many thousands of years. Throughout the New England Tableland, camp sites, painted 
rock shelters, bora grounds, stone arrangements, artefacts and carved trees survive as memorials 
to the Aboriginal links with, and guardianship of the land.

Before the coming of the Europeans this landscape was rich with forests, lagoons and marshes. 
The diet of the people included kangaroos, echidnas, possums, emus, bandicoots, bustards, brush
turkeys, quail, eels, indigenous figs, plums, grapes and apples, honey, manna from peppermint 
trees and yams from the ground.

The pastoral occupation of New England began in 1832. Trees were felled and waterways drained 
to yield dry pasture for sheep. Europeans were guided by Aboriginal people to water and good 
land, and they were helped with firewood and roofing bark when building their houses. Early 
roads probably followed Aboriginal tracks. With a few exceptions, most squatters and convict 
stockmen were distrustful of the Aboriginal people and did not understand their cultures. They 
were not interested in their unique ties with birthplace and landscape. Relations became 
characterised by fear and violence. Only a few pastoral runs offered safe haven to Aboriginal 
people, such as the Everett’s Ollera Station.

The Aboriginal population of New England quickly declined through the effects of massacres such
as at Myall Creek, disease and heart-break over the loss of spiritual and physical areas of land, 
resources and loved ones. Many who survived worked on properties as labourers and house 
servants. Although their work was essential they were at first paid only in rations, and later in 
wages that were low even for the time.

In the twentieth century the lives of most Aboriginal people were controlled for many years by the
Protection or State Welfare Board. They were herded onto small reserves without regard for ties 
of kinship or friendship. In Armidale there were two reserves. Throughout NSW the Board  
removed a third of all Aboriginal children from their families, placing then in institutions where, 
after training, the girls were sent to work as domestics and the boys as farm labourers without 
due recompense. Every Aboriginal family in New England has memories of such suffering, as 
some families have never been reunited and some have only found missing members in recent 
years.

Aboriginal men fought in both World Wars but returned to a country where they were denied a 
vote and not counted as citizens until 1967. Their children were denied a full education until 
gradual changes in community and government attitudes began to offer more opportunities.

Since then during on-going struggles for better health, education and housing and through the 
struggle for rights to land, there is stronger expression of cultural vitality and sharing aspects of 
rich spiritual, creative and social traditions with the non indigenous community throughout New 
England and there are many abiding friendships that exist between people from diverse 
backgrounds.
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The doors are open to meet, learn and share through the many organisations on the Tablelands. 
In Armidale all are welcome to visit the Aboriginal Cultural Centre and Keeping Place, Minimbah 
School, the Pat Dixon Aboriginal Medical Centre and Yarrowyck Rock Art Site.

Cultures of the Anaiwan, Dthungutti, Gamilaroi and Gumbainggir form the oldest traditions of the
area and links with Country, where Armidale City now stands.

Written by Lynne Hosking in 1994, incorporating comments by members of New England Koori
communities (some of whom are now deceased). 

Thank you to Anne Swan, Cheryl Kitchener, Reuben Kelly, Christine Kim, Irene Lockwood, Vera
Lovelock, Patsy Cohen, Dianne Roberts, Tom Briggs, Sue Briggs and Steve Widders.

Thank you Alan Atkinson, History Department, UNE. Plants and animals referred to were verified by
UNE even though some no longer exist on the Tableland.

Planning Approval
Informal discussions with Armidale Dumaresq Council's planning personnel indicates the 
following with regards to planning approval for the recommended series of monuments.

The Creeklands area consists of a patchwork of land tenure, with quite a lot of Crown land for 
which Armidale Dumaresq Council is the Trust Manager. The Crown’s consent would be needed for
locating any monuments on its land.

The monuments may not require development approval where they are located on a public 
reserve under the control of or vested in Council. Clause 65 of State Environmental Planning 
Policy (Infrastructure) 2007 does not require development approval for ‘information facilities’ on 
such a public reserve. Under the circumstances the monuments could be considered as 
‘information facilities’ as they will convey a series of messages.  However, in selecting suitable 
locations Council must be consulted to ensure that any planning constraints are considered. For 
example, most of The Creeklands is subject to flooding and there are also a few sites identified as 
(European) archaeological heritage items. While these constraints may not prevent placement of 
the monuments in The Creeklands they may influence their siting and other matters, such as the 
extent of ground disturbance.

Any proposed structure would require a risk assessment to determine public safety issues and a 
maintenance plan. 

Maps of the Creeklands are incuded on the following pages:

Aerial photo

Extract from the zoning map for Armidale Dumaresq LEP 2012. Most of the Creeklands is 
zoned RE1 Public Recreation which is shown as bright green

The installation of art works is broadly consistent with Armidale Dumaresq Council’s Plan of 
Management (POM) for Parks.
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Illustration 25: Aerial Photograph ~ The Armidale Creeklands
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Illustration 26: Land Zoning of The Creeklands | Armidale Dumaresq Council Local Environment Plan 2012
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Further Research Findings

Existing Armidale Aboriginal Memorials, Centres and Commemorations

Aboriginal Cultural Centre and Keeping Place, Kentucky Street

Anaiwan Bridge, New England Highway

Awata Gully, Bundarra Road (re-named from Blackfellows Gully)

Beardy Street Mall Reconciliation Memorial on the fountain. The plaque reads:

The Council  of the City of Armidale acknowledges and supports the Vision
Statement  of  the  Aboriginal  Reconciliation  Council  –  “A  united  Australia,
which  respects  this  land  of  ours,  values  the  Aboriginal  and  Torres  Strait
Islander heritage, and provides justice and equality for all.”

Frank Roberts Tree Grove, Olympic Landcare Committee, New England Highway

Jessie Street

Map of local Aboriginal dialects, situated in the Aboretum Shelter

Narwan Village, East Armidale and particularly the interpretive signage on the water tanks

Plaque on boulder, Oorala Aboriginal Centre, The University of New England, with has the 
following inscription:

In Homage to the earliest inhabitants of the New England Tablelands who
with other Aboriginal groups pioneered and developed the original system of

learning in Australia over at least forty thousand years.

Dedicated by the Aboriginal community of Armidale and the University of
New England. 8 September 1988

Plaque at the Arboretum recognising Uncle Harold Green service as a long-term employee 
of Armidale Dumaresq Council (1964-1992)

Pat Dixon Aboriginal Health Centre, Taylor Street

Pat Dixon plaque in Central Park, honouring her contribution as Deputy Mayor

Reconciliation Memorial at Duval High School

Uralla Driver Reviver includes Welcome to Country and recognises local language groups

Vera Lovelock Park

Widders Bridge
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Proposed Aboriginal Memorials and Commemorations

Welcome to Country signage for the City of Armidale ~ led by the Gayinyaga Committee

“Between the Arts”, Sculptural Footpath between the Aboriginal Cultural Centre and 
Keeping Place and the New England Regional Art Museum ~ led by local artist Isabelle 
Devos

Role of Local Government | Armidale Dumaresq Council
The following list details the various services currently provided by Armidale Dumaresq Council. 
Those underlined in red are core services and must be provided by Local Government as directed 
by NSW State Legislation. Items highlighted in yellow are non-core responsibilities currently 
performed by Armidale Dumaresq Council.

This listing is provided to highlight that the proposed Aboriginal Memorial falls outside the core 
responsibilities of local government.

While Armidale Dumaresq Council is a key stakeholder for the creation of any such memorial, this 
highlights the necessity for other stakeholders, partners and funding bodies to be engaged and 
involved.

A
Aboretum
Aboriginal Community Services
Access to Information
Ageing Community Services
Annual Reports 
Aquatic Recreation Sites   (e.g. Dumaresq Dam)
Armidale Digital Hub
Armidale Dumaresq’s Statistics, Strategies and
Reports
Armidale Regional Airport
Asbestos Management
B 
Bike and Walking Trails   
Business Promotion in Armidale
Business Advice and Regulations
C
Cemeteries
Committees and Meetings
Communications
Community Centres and Halls
Community Demography
Community Strategic Plan
Council Quarterly Newsletter 

S (continued)
Skateparks
Sports and Recreation grounds
Stormwater and Drainage 
Street and Outdoor Activities
Streetlighting
Sustainability and the Environment
F
Fire and Emergency Services
Footpaths
G
Grants
Greenwaste Collection & City to Soil
H
History and Heritage Protection
I
Illegal Dumping 
J, K
Kerbs and Gutters
L
Land owned by ADC
Land Register
Landfill and Waste Transfer Stations
Library Services
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Councillors
Cycleways 
D
Development Control Building and Planning   
Disability Community Services
Dogs: Off Leash Areas
Domestic Animal Registration
E
Education Support
Entertainment and Leisure
Environment Planning
Environmental Regulation
Events
Q, R
Rates and Charges management  
Roads and Bridges 
Road Safety 
Rubbish and Recycling Collection 
S
Saleyards
Sewerage Treatment
Signage
Sister Cities

Local Environmental Plan   
M
Maps creation
Monckton Aquatic Centre (Public Swimming Pool)
Museums (e.g. Folk Museum)
N
New England Regional Art Museum (NERAM)
New England Companion Animal Shelter 
News, Media Releases and Photographs
O
Operational Buildings (e.g.: ADC staff offices, depot)
P
Parking Provision and Regulation
Parks and Gardens
Playgrounds
T, U, V
Visitor Information Centre
Volunteer Community Services
W
Waste Transfer Centre 
Water Supply
X, Y, Z
Youth Services
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Have Your Say Promotional Flyer
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Researcher Disclosure & Disclaimer
Adam Blakester, Executive Director of Starfish Enterprises, was the primary researcher for this 
Feasibility Study. Adam holds qualifications in commerce, taxation law, training and facilitation 
which are complemented by extensive study and experience in areas of community and human 
development, social leadership, wellbeing and sustainability.

Adam brings a demonstrated commitment and respect for Aboriginal people and has worked on a
range of relevant projects over the last 15 years including The Myall Creek Centre for 
Reconciliation, Keepit Aboriginal Community Employment Strategy, Northern Inland Aboriginal 
Jobs & Business Roadshow and the National NAPCAN Aboriginal Family & Community 
Workshops Initiative.

The potential positive bias towards supporting the feasibility of an Armidale Aboriginal 
Monument has been balanced by the open and inclusive approach taken with the Feasibility 
Study, particularly through:

The Anonymous Public Poll

Public media coverage of the Study inviting participation by all interested parties

The use of digital media for  promoting the Public Poll and Short Survey which were easily 
able to be passed on through a range of networks which included Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal members

The transparent inclusion of negative views identified during the course of the Study.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 
Unported License.

This document may only be used for the purpose for which it was commissioned and in 
accordance with the contract between Starfish Enterprises Network Limited and Armidale 
Dumaresq Council. The scope of services was defined in negotiation with Armidale Dumaresq 
Council by time and budgetary constraints imposed by the client, and the availability of reports 
and other data on the subject area. Changes to available information, legislation and schedules 
are made on an ongoing basis and readers should obtain up-to-date information.

Starfish Enterprises Network Limited accepts no liability or responsibility whatsoever for or in 
respect of any use of or reliance upon this report and its supporting material by any third party. 
Starfish does not warrant or make any representation about the accuracy or suitability of any 
content in this report noting that the information and opinions expressed may not be accurate at 
the time that the reader views it.

Readers are advised to make their own independent investigations (and seek professional legal, 
financial, technical and other advice) before implementing any conclusion made from the 
information presented in this report.
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