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RL Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
 
RL.K.7.  With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and the story in 
which they appear (e.g. what moment in a story an 
illustration depicts). 
 
Hocus Pocus – Before reading a book pretend to get 
out a magic wand and wave it as you say, “Hocus 
pocus!  Everybody focus!  Boys and girls put on your 
focus goggles.  (Demonstrate by making circles with 
your fingers and thumbs and placing them around 
your eyes.)  Take a look at the cover of this book.  
What do you think it might be about?”  Explain that 
when something occurs in the book that they 
predicted would happen they can wink their eye or 
smile. 
 
Cool Bear Hunt Story Map – Sing “Going on a Bear 
Hunt.”  Next, give children a sheet of paper and ask 
them to draw the 
sequence of the 
song.  Where did 
we go first?  Next?  
Then?  Last?  Give 
them a Teddy 
Graham so they 
can retell the story 
on their story map. 



Listen, Predict, Draw – Fold a sheet of paper into 
fourths to make a book for each child and ask them 
to number each 
page.  Begin 
reading a book.  
Stop after several 
pages and ask 
children to draw 
what they think 
will happen next.  
Continue 
reading.  Stop 
after a few more 
pages and have 
children draw what they think will happen next.  Do 
this two more times. 
 
What’s My Rhyme? – Download images of 5-10 
familiar nursery rhymes from the internet.  Spread 
these out and say a rhyme.  Can children select the 
appropriate illustration?   How did they know? 
 
Katalina Matalina – Sing the song below several 
times.  Have children close their eyes and create a 
picture of Katalina in their brains.  Next, ask them to 
draw their interpretation of her.  Sing the song again 
and encourage them to check to make sure their 
picture matches the words of the song.  Use their 
pictures to make a bulletin board or class book. 



Katalina Matalina (Tune:  “Shortnin’ Bread”) 
Chorus:          
Katalina Matalina Upsadina Walkadina       
Hoca Poca Loca was her name. 

Her head was shaped like a baseball bat.   (Point to 
head.) 
And right on top was a funny, old hat.  (Chorus) 
She had two hairs in her head.  (Point to hair.) 
One was alive and the other was dead.  (Chorus) 
She had two eyes in her head.  (Point to eyes.) 
One was purple and the other was red.  (Chorus) 
She had two teeth in her mouth.  (Point to mouth.) 
One pointed north and the other pointed south.  
(Chorus) 
Her neck was as long as a ten foot pole.  (Point to 
neck.) 
And right in the middle was a big, black bow.  
(Chorus) 
Her hips were like two ships in port.  (Wiggle hips.) 
One headed south and the other headed north.  
(Chorus) 
Her feet were as flat as a bathroom mat.  (Point to 
feet.) 
How did they ever get like that?  (Chorus) 
But she had a heart, so I’m told.  (Put hands over 
heart.) 
That was made of purest gold.  (Chorus) 
 



Talking Pictures – Collect and laminate interesting 
magazine pictures, photos from calendars, 
brochures, and so forth.  Keep these in a basket.  
Children choose a picture and then talk about it or 
write about it.  “What do you think this picture is 
about?”  “What just happened?”  “What will happen 
next?” 
	  
RI.K.8  With prompting and support, identify the 
reasons an author gives to support points in a text. 
 
Character Graph – Children can begin analyzing 
characters with this 
character graph.  After 
reading a story, choose a 
main character and 
identify key points using 
the prompts on the graph. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questioning Strategies  - As you ask questions about 
key points in a story, encourage children to verbalize 
their thinking and support their opinions.   



*How did you know that?  What makes you think 
that? 
*Ask open-ended questions, rather than “yes” or 
“no.” 
*Avoid judging answers by repeating their response.  
“Good thinking!”  “That’s close.”  “I never thought 
about that before.”  “Kiss your brain!” 
*Give Time  (Thumbs up!  Smile! ) – Help children 
think about what they want to say and provide for 
individual differences by asking children to stick up 
their thumb or smile if they know the answer. 
 
 
RL.K.9.  With prompting and support, compare and 
contrast the adventures and experiences of 
characters in familiar stories. 
 
Nursery Illustrations – Show children different nursery 
rhyme books and compare and contrast the 
illustrations.  How are they alike?  How are they 
different? 
*You can also find lots of different types of illustrations 
through google images. 
 
E-books vs. Paper Books – Download a book on an 
electronic reader.  Read the book in the traditional 
paper version as well as the electronic version.  Invite 
children to compare and contrast.  Vote on which 
one they like best. 



 
Folk Tales – Check out several variations of familiar 
folk tales from the library.  Read two or three versions 
and then have the children compare how they are 
alike and how they are different.  Use a Venn 
diagram to record their comments on the board. 
 
Clifford, Amelia, Nancy, Junie B., Arthur, George….- 
Choose several adventures of children’s favorite 
characters.  After reading the books, invite the 
children to reflect on how they are alike and how 
they are different.  Graph the books to determine 
their favorite. 
 
Scat the Cat – Here’s one of my all time favorite 
stories.  You can cut cats out of felt and use them on 
the flannel board 
or you can make 
stick puppets to 
use as you tell the 
story.  You’ll need 
a black, blue, red, 
yellow, and green 
cat.  Hold up the 
puppets at the 
appropriate place 
in the story.  
  



 Once there was a little black cat.  (Hold up the 
stick puppet showing the black cat.)  He was a magic 
cat because he could change his colors (snap fingers) 
just like that.  All he had to say was:  
CHORUS:  I’m Scat the Cat.  I’m sassy and fat.  
(Children join in on the chorus.) 
And I can change my colors (snap) just like that! 
 
 One day Scat decided he was tired of being 
black.  He wanted to be a new color so he said:  
CHORUS.   
And he changed blue!  Scat went down to the pond 
to look at himself in the water.  Unfortunately, he fell in 
and he couldn’t swim.  Timmy Turtle came along and 
helped Scat get back on shore.   
 

Scat decided he didn’t want to be blue any 
more, so he said:  CHORUS.  
And he changed red.  He went walking down the 
street and everybody started laughing at him.  
“Whoever heard of a red cat!” they said.  
 

Scat decided he didn’t want to be red any 
more, so he said:  CHORUS.  
And he changed yellow.  Scat went walking in the 
woods and who did he run into but his cousin Leo 
the lion.  “Grrrrrr!” roared Leo.  “I’m the only cat who 
can be yellow.”  



Scat decided he better not be yellow any more 
and he quickly said:  CHORUS.  
Scat wanted to play with his brothers and sisters in 
the grass.  He tried to play with them, but he was 
green like the grass and they couldn’t see him.   
 

Scat decided he didn’t want to be blue, or red, or 
yellow, or green, so he said:  CHORUS.    
Scat knew that being himself was the best thing to be.  
And do you know what?  Being yourself is the best 
thing you can be, too.  Because there’s nobody else 
exactly like you.  And I like you just the way you are!   
 
*Use this story to discuss Scat’s adventures and the 
sequence of events.  This story also provides a perfect 
time to identify rhyming words.  Write all the words 
that rhyme (Scat, cat, fat, that) on the board.  How 
are the words alike?  How are they different? 
 
 



	  
	  
	  

Downloads	  
	  

All	  of	  these	  ideas	  
and	  activities	  available	  

as	  pdf	  files	  
	  

Live	  links	  to	  all	  web	  sites	  
mentioned	  


