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OMEGA MEMOMATIC ALARM WATCHES 
 

The Omega Memomatic is notable, not only for its chunky and in my opinion aesthetically superb 1970s dial 
and case designs, but also for the unique features it offered.  The Memomatic was the only alarm watch 
produced in 1970s that offered minute by minute setting. If you wanted to be on time for a meeting at  20 past 
three precisely in the afternoon, your memomatic wrist alarm could remind you with an exactitude unavailable in 
other wrist alarms such as the Vulcain Cricket or the Jaeger le Coultre Memovox.  

The Memomatic was remarkable also for the design of its calibre 980 (Lemania 2980) movement.  It was the 
only movement of the time to feature an automatic winding system that drove both time and alarm systems 
through a single barrel.  Only 35,000 pieces were produced in four models, and in the world of production 
watch-making this makes the series relatively uncommon from inception.  

It is important not to under-
estimate the technical brilliance of 
this movement. It represented 
cutting-edge mechanical watch 
technology, to the point where 
Omega registered a patent over 
the design in 1968 and published 
it in May 1971.  Notwithstanding 
the quartz and throw-away watch 
tsumani which was beginning to 
severely affect mechanical 
watchmaking in Switzerland, the 
Memomatic stands up as a fine 
emblem of Omega’s high-tech 
standing – one of the ‘last 
hurrahs’ before the crisis 
enveloped Omega. 

Designed by Raoul-Henri Erard 
under the eye of Albert Piguet 
and produced by Lemania, 
(acquired by Omega in the early 
1930s when depression 
threatened the future of this 
factory) the automatic movement 
offered a 48 hour power reserve 
which included one alarm 
activation. The power was 
dispersed at 21,600 beats per 
hour. Functional finish was high-
grade and the movement finish 
continued the Omega tradition of 
electroplated copper/beryllium-
trace coating.  

From my collection: Flawless case showing original finish. Correct 1182/118 rolled gold bracelet 
lacking in original finish and sourced independently. This case 166.072 model featured luminous 
markers and hands. 
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The alarm ‘sound’ was produced by a hammer colliding 
against a vibrating blade, and when set in motion it was 
so energy efficient that it used the equivalent of no 
more than one barrel revolution per episode.  

The setting accuracy was achieved by the creation of a 
dial display assembly that included two rotators 
calibrated to the alarm mechanism. You will notice in 
the example pictures in this essay a large central disc 
upon which is printed a double line that runs 
approximately 25 per cent across the diameter of the 
disc: this assists in the minute setting function. On a 
much thinner ring orbiting the disc you will see a 
triangle, and this allows setting of the hour. 

Alarm Setting Design 

Alarm setting and activation is achieved with a 
complicated series of levers, setting and release 
wheels, yokes and springs as shown top opposite. 

It takes a little practice to become familiar with setting 
the alarm but once you work out the logic of the system 
and get a feel for it, it is not complicated. Rather than 
use a wordy explanation to outline the process, I have 
included parts of the pamphlet that describes how to do 
it. 
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BA 166.106 
The first thing to be said of all Omega Memomatic 
models is that they are not designed for wake-up 
calls, but rather as “memorandum” watches alerting 
their owners in an a non-discordant way to an 
impending meeting or activity. 
 
Omega released four models in the Memomatic 
collection, one of which was marketed under its own 
name as an independent marque and three that were 
released both as part of the broader Seamaster 
family and also under their own name. 
 
The least common, possibly even rare, of the three 
designs is the hidden lug model BA166.106 (seen 
opposite) marketed under its own nomenclature in 
18k solid gold only. This barrel shaped case 
collection offered a limited number of dial choices, 
including chunky index markers radiating from the 
alarm hour rotator and stopping well short of the 
outer perimeter of the dial. This allowed the two-tone 
chapter ring to register 58 of the 60 minutes on the 
dial, the remaining two hidden by the applied symbol. 
 
This collection appeared in Omega catalogues for 
two years, from 1971 to 1973.  I have only ever seen 
one on the wrist - during a visit to Florence several 
years ago. The owner of this magnificent piece was 
lucky to escape with his life, as homicide was 
appearing as an ever-more attractive and 
reasonable option in my acquisition strategy.   
 
The 166.106 was a high-end niche market watch 
designed for the upper echelons of business, military 
and government. They retailed for over 3700 Swiss 
Francs.   I have not yet been able to establish the 
exact number produced, but the Omega Museum 
says that few rather than many were produced 
 
Model 166.071 

Perhaps the most popular model of the Memomatic 
range is 166.071 recognisable for its “ligne pilote” 
(pilot line) case that also housed a range of early 
1970s Flightmasters, the 176.002 Speedmaster and 
the equally stunning Seamaster chronograph model 
176.002 as well as other Seamasters.  

This watch wouldn’t be out of place on the set of any 
contemporary space movie. Its curved asymmetry, 
radial satin brushed case finish with stark red, black 

and grey dial design (there were others) was a real eye catcher and trumpeted very effectively the imaginary 
testosterone levels of its owners. It’s a man’s watch through and through. 

BA 166.0106 Memotatic - Solid 18k Gold. Courtesy Omega Museum 

ST 166.071 Stainless Steel Pilot Line non-Seamaster model with 
optional bracelet 
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The stainless and gold plated models brought the Memomatic within reach of a broader market with a price 
point of around 600 CHF for the non bracelet model. The model was sold as a watch head accessorised with a 
Corfum strap.  The bracelet ST 1171/699 was more frequently offered at point of sale. 

Dial variations in the Seamaster iterations included the highly 
collectible silver satin dial centre with black satin hour ring (seen 
opposite); a similar style of uncommon dial with deep smokey blue 
satin hour ring (seen below) and a fully brushed all-silver dial 
(below left) that is seen more commonly in barrel shaped cases  
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Model 166.072       
 

The barrel shaped case 166.072 came in 
both stainless and 20 micron gold plated 
models and was the longest-living of all the 
Memomatic models remaining in the 
Omega catalogue from 1969 to 1979. 
Again, offered both under its own name 
and as part of the Seamaster range, these 
watches were generally presented with a 
leather strap. Bracelet ST 1170/618 
accessorised the stainless steel version 
while the gold plated bracelet 1182/118 
was offered as an upgrade for the gold 
plated version. 

A range of dial styles were available in this 
model, including the example on paqe one 
and others which appear opposite and 
below.  
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A ‘Second Generation’ 166.072  

There was a fourth Memomatic that does not appear on the 
Omega database (as at July 2009) in a separate listing.  This 
model was known to have been advertised in both English and 
European watch catalogues from between 1974 and 1976. 

Described as model 6048RB in a 1974 British catalogue and as 
Ref 5876 in a 1976 German catalogue (see opposite), the case 
appears exactly as in the photographs on this page.  In comparing 
this case to model 166.072, you will notice that the highly polished 
chamfer separating the case top from the case side is very deep 
and fans out to cover almost all of the lugs. Looking head-on, the 
chamfer creates the effect of a barrel within a barrel – a very 
pleasing sculptural effect that serves to frame the dial quite 
dramatically.   

This model also does not appear in any of Omega’s publications 
and it seems that Omega did not specifically record this case 
design as an independent design.   

I have seen photographs of both stainless steel and gold plated 
versions of this model, but have never had the opportunity to 
physically examine one.  So, I posted a query on the Watchuseek 
Omega Forum to see if any subscribers knew the model number 
of this watch.  After some very dogged detective work, WUS 

member ‘Francois Boucher’ unearthed on 
the web a completed eBay auction and an 
Antiquorum listing that showed the case 
number for this case style to be 166.072 
and identified by the makers mark as 
manufactured by Piquerez, in BasseCourt. 
(as shown below in the ‘appropriated’ 
eBay picture)  
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As is often the case, the solving of one mystery opens up another one.  It is indeed a mystery as to why Omega 
did not award a different case number to this model.  A consistent practice of Omega in the decades leading up 
to the Swiss watch crisis was to assign a different model number to any design that was different to other 
models in the range.  This made sense for reasons of inventory control, spare parts supply and retail 
cataloguing.   

In essence, the ‘Second Generation’ of model 166.072 is a stand-alone design and under normal 
circumstances would have been identified as such by Omega.  Perhaps the explanation is just that: 
circumstances weren’t normal when this version was produced. The Japanese and Timex onslaught against 
Swiss markets had well and truly begun to affect Omega by 1972-74, and perhaps we can speculate that the 
company’s  much valued and appreciated obsession with detail and process was already beginning to falter. 

In further correspondences between Francois Boucher and the Omega Museum on which I was copied, it was 
revealed that this case variation first came to notice when a book on alarm complications written in German by 
Michael Phillip Horlbeck was published in 2008. Titled, roughly translated, ‘The History of Wrist Alarm 
Complications’, Horlbeck notes the mirror image in case design between an Alpina Dispomatic Alarm and the 
Memomatic, as in the picture extracted from his book below. The Dispomatic, of course does not have the 
unique Omega hour and minute setting feature. 

In offering an explanation for the 
lack of a separate model number 
for this case style, the museum 
opines that rather than being a 
special model earmarked for 
Britain and Germany, it is more 
probable that a design change 
from the case manufacturer 
Piquerez SA. was executed 
unilaterally and Omega failed to 
pick it up and adjust its technical 
records accordingly.The Omega 
Museum made reference to the 
turbulent times of the 1970s as 

possibly contributing to this lapse, as originally 
speculated in this essay. 

It was also revealed museum staff had discovered a 
very small stock of the second generation  166.0072  
Piquerez cases held in the inventory of the Omega 
after-sales service department. The Museum 
subsequently put together one item from spare parts in 
the Omega inventory and it is now exhibited in the 
museum collection. 

It seems that this second generation case style was 
almost available to all comers who had a mind to 
purchase the base Lemania 2980 calibre. Apart from 
Alpina, Lemania also used this case style in its alarm 
watch version, and other manufacturers used it in 
different models. 
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Case Finish 

All Memomatic case tops were finished in what Omega terms a radial “Satin Brushed” surface.  The term radial 
describes how the ‘line’ of the brushing starts from an imaginary centre point and radiates out a full 360 
degrees from that point. 

Models 166.106 and the ‘pilot line’ 166.071 also had a satin brush finish on the case side as shown on page 
four and in the picture below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both versions of the 166.072 have a radial satin brushed upper case with a black polished chamfer separating 
the bezel and case top from the case side. The original finish of the standard case has a thin black-polished 
chamfer as shown below left and the satin brushing trajectory on the case side runs parallel to the chamfer. The 
satin brushing is effectively sandwiched between the upper chamfer and a further highly polished chamfer (see 
arrow) that angles into the case bottom and case back housing. The vertical lug ends are, again, highly 
polished and the second chamfer carries on into the lug ends.  

166.072B, as we shall call it, has an extremely deep chamfer separating top from side of the case as illustrated 
on page 6. This is black–polished. Sandwiched between another black-polished chamfer is a brush finish that, 
again, runs parallel to the line of the case (see right-hand picture). The red arrow shows the satin brush finish 
and the green arrow shows the lower polished chamfer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Summary 

Some commentators mock Omega for having produced such a complicated “Memorandum” watch at a time 
when Quartz and throwaway watches were challenging Swiss primacy in watch production. They declare it a 
wasted effort that in many ways illustrates the poor grasp on reality endemic in the Swiss industry at the time.  
This, of course, is stated with the benefit of hindsight and may have a ring of truth about it. 
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But, while the calibre 980 is not a pretty looking movement, it is a technological triumph of mechanical 
watchmaking. When combined with superbly designed cases, strong dial features and a colour palette that 
remains contemporary even today, we can be thankful that some decision-makers in Omega still had their 
heads in the sand. 


