
Education, Outreach, & Conscious Consumption: 

An Internship with the Isla Vista Food Cooperative 
6575 Seville Road ● 968-1401 ● www.islavistafood.coop 

 
Food.  Community.  Local.  Inspiration.  Farmers.  Cooking.  Awareness.  DIY.  

Cooperation.  Education.  Autonomy.  We.  You.  Us.  I.   
Powerful words have the power to change.  As an intern with the Isla Vista Food Co-op, you’ll have the chance to 
participate in a project that grows and changes with each passing day, with each person who decides to share their 
passion about the evolving face of the global and local food movement and all the power it beholds to the people 
around them.  With close mentoring by a UCSB alum highly regarded in the local food and activist community and 
national food co-op movement, you’ll be receiving the chance to be the change that you wish to see in the world while 
developing skills in participatory education and outreach that can be utilized for the rest of your life. 

Qualifications and Interests Preferred:   

 Food passionate (being a Co-op supporter is also a plus, but not required) 

 Ongoing desire to further lifestyle and life skills in order to be a conscious consumer (while also defining what 
that means to you) 

 Basic knowledge about current issues in food politics 

 Self-directed, proven abilities to follow through on promises made 

 Able to meet project deadlines 

 Comfortable talking and interacting with diverse groups of people, in unique settings 

 Detail Oriented and Organized 

 4 hours per week minimum 

 A desire to become more invested in your UCSB and Isla Vista community 

 Reliable transportation.  Familiarity with (or desire to become more familiar with) the community outside of 
UCSB and Isla Vista (bicycle or car or ability to navigate SB MTD) 

 Minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA (can include transfer GPA) 
 

Responsibilities: 

 Attendance at one quarterly Co-op Basic Education Class 

 Research current issues surrounding food and food politics to maintain a well-rounded level of knowledge 

 Facilitation of at least one Co-op Education Program Activity within the academic quarter (including but not 
limited to information tables on campus, active presentations in the residence halls, store tours, etc) 

 Further IVFC education and outreach initiatives through the creation of projects to be determined by the intern 
in conjunction with the Co-op’s Management Team (both in-store and in the surrounding community) and/or a 
unique proposal based upon an observed area for growth for both the co-op and the participating intern. 

 Maintenance of necessary documentation so that your project(s) can be maintained beyond your time as an 
intern. 
 

Compensation: 

 Variable units (1-4) in your home department (if applicable) 

 Standard Co-op Employee Benefits 

 Letter of Reference (if applicable) 
 

To Apply: 
Please send your resume (including 3 references that are easily able to be contacted), cover letter, and proof of GPA 
(unofficial or official transcript) to Melissa, the IVFC General Manager, to gm@islavistafood.coop.  Please include your 
fall class schedule and any other outside commitments (ie other classes, work, internships, etc) To apply in person, please 
email or call the Co-op to schedule a time to drop off your application.  DO NOT apply in person without an appointment. 



About the Co-op: What began in 1972 as a community-based experiment in radical collaboration through 

grassroots food sourcing, distribution and sharing, the Isla Vista Food Cooperative has grown into a legitimate force in 
the local foods movement in Santa Barbara County and beyond.  With almost $3,000,000 in annual sales and an active 
member-owner base of over 4,000, the Co-op has proven that there’s a whole lot that can happen when a thoughtful 
group of committed isla vistan’s decide that they can, in fact, change the world. 

Statement of Purpose: Our purpose as a consumer co-op is to be a trusted source of natural & organic 

products and a reliable source for consumer information-driven not by profit, but by motivation for community 
autonomy, mutual aid, & environmental justice. 
 

Mission Statement: Our mission, as a natural and organic foods consumer cooperative, is to provide the 

residents of Isla Vista and neighboring communities of Santa Barbara County with reasonably priced foods, products and 
services that promote a healthier lifestyle and environment. The Isla Vista Food Cooperative is an economic alternative 
founded on cooperative business principles and values that are practiced in our operating as well as through our 
governance policies. Our produce department exists to provide our community with locally grown and organic food 
options as a means of promoting physical health, environmental sustainability, community prosperity, and local 
autonomy. Our predominately local and in-season produce department provides critical financial support to farmers 
who are members of the Santa Barbara community. The result is that we get the freshest and most delicious produce 
available, and we help break a link in the corporate food chain. 
 

Vision Statement: Our vision is a community engaged in the cooperative principles and values of social, 

economic, and environmental responsibility. The Isla Vista Food Cooperative will be the hub of this cooperative 
community, empowering its members by providing them with products, services, and information to sustain it. Our Co-
op will network with organizations that are in alignment with our goals and ethics. It will succeed financially allowing is 
to provide our employees with a fair wage and benefits, as well as providing the means for outreach projects to the 
community defining our social and economic ideals. We envision a thriving cooperative community that by practicing 
the values of honesty, openness, and caring for others, will assist other communities in establishing their cooperative 
identity. 
For more information about the Co-op: www.islavistafood.coop www.facebook.com/islavistafoodcoop 
For more information about the food co-op movement: www.strongertogether.coop  www.coopsrock.coop 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


