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Print Concepts 
 
RF.K.1.  Demonstrate understanding of the 
organization and basic features of print. 
 
a.  Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and 
page by page. 
 
Magic Fingers – Have children hold up their pointer 
and explain that it is their “magic finger” to help them 
read.  Put a little spritz (magic lotion) on their finger.  
Use the finger to touch the front of the book and the 
back of the book.  Touch the top of the page and 
the bottom of the page.  Sweep your magic finger 
under each line from left to right. 
 
When You Read You Start at the Top – Children can 
sing this song to the tune of “London Bridge” as they 
practice the movements: 
 When you read you start at the top,  
 Start at the top, 
 Start at the top. 
 When you read you start at the top 
 And go to the bottom of the page. 
 When you read go left to right, 



 Left to right, 
 Left to right. 
 When you read go left to right 
 And then go to the next line. 
 
Finger Pointer – Glue a 
fake fingernail to a 
craft stick.  What an 
engaging way for 
children to track print 
from top to bottom 
and left to right! 
 
 
Yummy Pointers – Give children Bugles to put on their 
fingers to practice following a line of print.  They can 
eat them when they are finished. 
*Pretzel sticks also make edible pointers. 
 
Envelope Bookmark – 
Cut a diagonal corner 
off an envelope.  (One 
envelope will make 4 
of these.)  Let children 
decorate these with 
markers.  Practice 
reading books and 
putting the bookmark 
on the upper corner to “save your place.” 



 
Simon Says – Each child will need a book to play this 
variation of “Simon Says.” 
 Simon Says show me the front of the book. 
 Simon Says show me the back of your book. 
 Simon Says show me the first page in your book. 
 Simon Says show me the last page in your book… 
 
Long Story – Stack four or five sheets of paper on top 
of each other and staple 4 times down the left side 
as shown.  Cut 
horizontally across to 
make 4 “long” books.  
Put a green dot on 
the left side by the 
staple.  Children can 
make designs, write 
letters, write numerals, 
etc. starting at the 
green dot and going 
across the page. 
 

 
 



Talking Stories – Give each child a sheet of paper.  
(Younger children will need large sheets.)   
 
Demonstrate how to draw a green line down the left 
side.  “Green means GO!  We’ll always start there.”   
 
Demonstrate how to draw a red line down the right 
side.  “Red means STOP!  We’ll always stop when we 
get to that line.”   
 
Explain that they can use 
their crayons to tell a story.   
 
“First, let’s walk to the zoo.  
Put your crayon on the 
green line at the top of your 
page.  ‘Walk’ it across your 
paper.  When you get to 
the red line stop.   
 
Go back to the green line.  
There are some ducks swimming.  Make your crayon 
‘swim’ across the page.”   
 
Continue telling the story that follows as children 
make the symbols.   When you are finished, 
challenge the children to retell/read the story by 
looking at the symbols. 
 



 
A Walk in the Zoo 

 
 Let’s walk to the zoo. 
 
 See the ducks swim. 
 
 The monkeys are  
 swinging in circles. 
 
 The snakes are 
 wiggling. 
 
 The kangaroos are 
 hopping. 
 
 The elephants are 
 stomping down. 
 
 The seals are 
 splashing. 
 
 The lion roars. 
 
 Oh, it’s late! 
 We better run home! 
 
 
 



 
b.  Recognize that spoken words are represented in 
written language by specific sequences of letters. 
 
Name Puzzles – Write children’s names on a sentence 
strip.  Cut between 
the letters.  Place the 
puzzle pieces in an 
envelope.  Write 
each child’s name 
and glue their photo 
to the front of the 
envelope.  Children 
can practice putting 
the puzzles together 
and reading friends’ names. 

*Make name puzzles with Unifix cubes. 
 
BINGO – Turn a favorite song into a learning 
opportunity with this activity.  Write the letters B-I-N-G-
O on paper plates.  
Draw the shape of a 
hand on the back of 
each plate.  Pass the 
plates out to five 
students.  Explain that 
everybody has a 
letter, but when you 
put them together it 



makes a word.  This word is the name of a dog we 
like to sing about.  Sing the song by having the 
children turn over their letter to reveal a hand at the 
appropriate time to clap. 
 
Mystery Person – This activity is similar to the game of 
“Hangman.”  The teacher says, “Give me a drum 
roll…”  (Children pat their hands on their thighs.)  “The 
mystery person today has 5 letters in her name.”  
(Teacher draws 5 blanks on the board.)  The children 
take turns calling out letters as the teacher writes 
them on the appropriate line.  If the letter is not in the 
name, they go in a “bone pile” at the bottom.   
 
c.  Understand that words are separated by spaces 
in print. 
 
Cut Up Sentences – Write a simple sentence on a 
sentence strip.  (For example, “We like to read 
books.”)  Place the sentence in a pocket chart and 
invite the children 
to read it with you 
as you move your 
finger from left to 
right under the 
words.  Say, “I’m 
going to cut this 
sentence up,” as 
you cut between 



the words.  Place the letters in a paper bag and 
pretend to shake them up.  Let children come up 
and select a word and place it in the pocket chart.  
Guide them as they unscramble the words and make 
the sentence.  Call their attention to the capital letter 
“W.”  There’s always a capital letter at the beginning 
of a sentence.  Point out the period and remark, 
“You’ll always find a period or punctuation at the 
end of a sentence.” 
*Let each child complete the sentence “I like _____.”  
Have them cut between their words and place them 
in a bag.  Can they put their own sentence back 
together? 
 
Happy Birthday – Whenever a child has a birthday, 
you’ll be able to 
celebrate and learn 
at the same time 
with this idea.  Write 
each line of “Happy 
Birthday” on a 
sentence strip.  Cut 
between the words.  
Arrange each line 
on a pocket chart.  
The birthday child gets to scramble the words and 
then friends sing along the silly lyrics.  Arrange the 
words in the correct order and sing again. 
 



Spaceman – Glue the figure of a “spaceman” to a 
jumbo craft stick.  (I found 
my little guy at google 
images.)  Use spaceman to 
find spaces on classroom 
print.  Sing the Batman tune 
as you go, “Da-da-da-da-
da-da-da-da Spaceman!”  
Encourage children to use spaceman when writing. 
 
d.  Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase 
letters of the alphabet. 
  
Highway Letters and Vests – These are a MUST in any 
classroom.  Go to makinglearningfun.com to 
download the 
highway letters.  
Insert them in clear 
sheet protectors.  
Children can drive 
cars over these, 
trace the letters 
with a dry erase 
marker, place Wiki 
Stix on top, etc.  
Punch holes at the top and tie on string so children 
can wear these as you sing songs.  Children stand up 
when the letter that they are wearing is sung in the 
song. 



 
Letter Man – Letter Man also wants to help children 
learn letters.  He’s 
made from a small 
swing trash can 
available at the 
Dollar Tree.  Decorate 
with googly eyes, 
pompoms and felt 
scraps.  Children can 
feed Letter Man 
letters that they know, 
letters in their name, make words and feed him, 
letters in alphabetical order, and so forth. 
 
 
Letter Looker – Loop around a pipe cleaner to make 
a “letter looker.”  
Children can identify 
letters in the 
classroom and in 
books with their 
lookers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sock It to Me – Cut socks out of construction paper.  
Write uppercase letters on half the socks and 
lowercase letters 
on the other half.  
Children match 
upper and 
lowercase letters 
and use a 
clothespin to put 
them together. 
 
 
Pictures, Letters, Words – Make a brochure from a 
sheet of paper.  (Make a brochure by folding a sheet 
of paper into 
thirds.)  Children cut 
out pictures from 
the newspaper or 
magazines and 
glue them in the 
first section.  They 
cut out letters and 
glue them in the 
middle section.  
Words are cut out and glued in the third section. 
 
 
 



Class Alphabet Books – Write different letters of the 
alphabet in the middle of a sheet of paper.  Each 
child selects a letter and creates an object, animal, 
or design out of the letter.  Can they turn the letter 
into something that starts with that sound?  Put their 
pictures together to make a class alphabet book. 
*Hint!  You can make alphabet books to go with 
almost any theme, such as “Foods We Eat,” 
“Animals,” “Toys,” etc. 
 
Alpha-Body Book – Divide children into groups of 4.  
Challenge them to 
lay on the floor and 
make letters of the 
alphabet with their 
bodies.  Take 
photos and put 
them together to 
make a class 
alphabet book.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Singing Sound – Music is the most convenient way to 
learn anything!  Here are a few songs to familiar tunes 
that children will enjoy singing. 
 
 Alphardy 
 (Tune:  “Jeopardy”) 
 A for apple a-a-a.  (Pretend to eat an apple.) 
 B for bounce B-B-B.  (Bounce a ball.) 
 C for cut c-c-c.  (Open and close index and  

  middle fingers.) 
 D for dig d-d-d.  (Pretend to dig.) 
 E – elbow  (Point to elbow.) 
 F – fan  (Fan self with hand.) 
 G – gallop  (Gallop in place.) 
 H – hop  (Hop on one foot.) 
 I – itch  (Scratch self.) 
 J – jump  (Jump up and down.) 
 K – kick  (Little kicks with foot.) 
 L – love  (Hug self.) 
 M – munch  (Move mouth as if eating.) 
 N – nod  (Nod head.) 
 O – opera  (Extend arms and sing dramatically.) 
 Q – quiet  (Index finger on lips.) 
 R  – run  (Run in place.) 
 S – sew  (Pretend to hold a needle and sew.) 
 T – talk  (Open and close fingers like a mouth.) 
 U – upside  (Lean over.) 
 V – volley  (Hands in air and pretend to volley a  

      ball.) 



 W – wiggle   (Wiggle all over.) 
 X – x-ray   (Make “x” with arms.) 
 Y – yawn  (Extend arms and pretend to yawn.) 
 Z – zigzag  (Make an imaginary “z” in the air.) 
 Letter sounds are all you need. 
 Put them together and you can read!   
 (Hold palms together and open like a book.) 

 *Download this book as well as the  
         ABC chart at drjean.org. 

  
 This Is a Tale 
 (“Gilligan’s Island”) 
 This is a tale about the letter A.  
 It makes a special sound. 
 /a/ /a/ /a / /a/ A! 
 Let’s learn another sound…. 
  *You can download the book for this  

  song at drjean.org. 
 
 
 Happy Birthday Letters 
 Yo, A, it’s your birthday. 
 Let’s all read  
 Like your birthday. 
 /a/ /a/ /a/ /a/ /a/ /a/ 
 /a/ /a/ /a/ /a/ /a/ /a/ 
 



Sign Language – Sign language is multi-sensory and a 
perfect vehicle for learning letters and sounds.  Go to 
aslpro.com to learn the manual signs for letters.  
 
 Sing and Sign 
 (“Where Is Thumbkin?”) 
 Children repeat each line. 
 Where is A?  (Hands behind back.) 
 Here I am. (Make sign for “a.”) 
 What do you say, A? 
 /a/, /a/, /a/. 
 Continue using other letters and making  

the manual signs. 
 
 
 
 


