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LANGUAGE 
 
Conventions of Standard English 
 
L.K.1.  Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 
 
-Print many upper- and lowercase letters. 
 
Highway Letters – Download highway letters at 
makinglearningfun.com.  Insert them in clear 
sheet 
protectors with 
the uppercase 
letter on one 
side and the 
lowercase 
letter on the 
other side.  
Children can 
use toy cars to 
drive over the letters.   
*Let children trace letters with a dry erase marker.  
That way they can erase what they did and you 
won’t be wasting paper. 
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Play Dough Plates – Print letters on clear plastic 
plates with a permanent marker.  Children can 
roll play dough and put it on top of the letters.  
Can they make 
an object with 
play dough that 
begins with that 
sound? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sidewalk Chalk – Provide children with chalk so 
they can write letters, numbers, and words on a 
paved surface. 
 
Shaving Cream – A squirt of shaving cream on 
desks or tables is a wonderful sensory way to 
practice writing letters.  Wipe with a damp cloth 
and you’ll have a clean room and clean hands! 
 
Pretzel Letters – Give children pretzel twists and 
pretzel sticks and challenge them to make letters 
and shapes. 
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Disappearing Letters – Children can use a small 
sponge and a cup of water to practice writing 
on a chalkboard. 
*Insert the sponge in a spring clothespin and use 
like a paintbrush. 
 
Letter Limericks –  
 
Check out Dr. 
Holly’s “Letter 
Limericks” and 
use to learn how 
to write 
uppercase 
letters.  
 
 
The first is a letter called A 
With straight lines in every way. 
Two lines point up top, 
To the bottom they drop, 
And another crosses the way. 
 
The second letter is B 
For baseball, baby, and beach. 
Straight line down the side, 
Two humps on the right— 
It looks like a fat bumble bee! 
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After B comes C: 
Cookies, celery, and cheese! 
Like a smile big and wide 
Turned on its side 
It’s easy to make C, you see! 
 
D is a letter that’s plump 
Like a tummy with one round hump. 
A long line straight down, 
Then go out and around 
For dig, dive, dip and dump! 
 
After D comes E. 
It’s shaped like a comb with three teeth. 
One line down the side, 
Three more to the right 
For echoes, ears, eyeballs and eat! 
 
F is the next letter to name. 
It can bring with it fortune and fame. 
Like E in design 
Without the bottom line 
But it gets along fine all the same! 
 
After F comes G 
Which is curvy and round just like C. 
When you reach the end stop, 
Put a straight line across 
And your G will giggle with glee! 
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H is a letter with pride. 
It has two long straight lines side by side 
Then hip, hop, and higgle 
Put another ‘cross the middle 
And your H will have nothing to hide! 
 
I comes after that, 
Eating ice cream, and yet it’s not fat. 
One line stretches down, 
One lies on the ground 
And one goes on top—a flat hat! 
 
Now jump, joke, and juggle— it’s J 
With lines both curvy and straight. 
The curve starts up top 
Then like a hook drops 
And the straight line juts over the way! 
 
The letter K has quite a kick 
With a spine as straight as a stick. 
From the middle about 
Two arms reach out 
For kangaroos, kindness, and kids! 
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After K comes L 
It’s a letter with lots to tell. 
One line heads straight down, 
One sticks out on the ground 
Like a chair with no legs—how swell! 
 
M is a letter with size, 
Like two mountains side by side. 
Two straight lines on the end 
Two others point in 
Making moms, milk, and messes—oh, my! 
 
N is like M only thinner. 
It didn’t eat quite as much dinner— 
For Nick and Noelle 
Two lines parallel 
And a diagonal one ‘cross the center. 
 
O is entirely round— 
Not a single straight line to be found. 
Like a wide open mouth 
Saying oops! oh! or ouch! 
It makes oceans and oranges abound! 
 
The next of the letters is P 
For people and peanuts and please. 
Let one straight line prop 
With a loop on the top 
And you’ll make lots of pumpkins and peas! 
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Q comes next without fail 
With quarters, quick questions, and quails: 
First a circle that’s fat 
Then like the back of a cat 
A straight line sticks out like a tail. 
 
R is ever so clever. 
It’s P and K blended together: 
The top hoops about 
The bottom leg kicks out— 
For running and reading there’s no better! 
 
S is a letter with style 
For summer, sunshine, and smiles. 
Go up and around 
Then back around down 
Like a snake that slithers for miles! 
 
T is terrific and true 
Standing tall as all towers do. 
One straight line sits over, 
The other points lower 
For tigers, trees, and tickles too! 
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U comes right after T. 
It also comes just before V— 
An upside down hump 
A straight line it bumps: 
Unicorn, universe, unique! 
 
V is very healthy—it’s true! 
With vitamins and vegetables for you: 
Two straight lines point down 
And meet at the ground 
For vacations and violins, too! 
 
W is just like 2 Vs 
Stuck together—like twins, you see. 
With why, when, and where? 
And who will be there? 
W makes words work with ease! 
 
X is the letter that’s next. 
Not many words start with an X 
But X marks the spot 
With two straight lines that cross— 
X is never quite what you expect! 
 
The next-to-last letter is Y 
For years and yes, give it a try! 
Like a small V that sits 
On top of a stick 
Reaching for the yellow sun in the sky! 
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Z comes last for a reason 
Bringing zeal, zap, and zest to all seasons. 
One straight line slants down 
Then at foot and at crown 
Two other lines zip—very pleasing! 
 
Invisible Writing – Practice writing letters in the air 
with your index finger.  Don’t forget to erase 
when you’re finished! 
 
Tummy Writing – Have children lay on their 
tummies and extend their finger above their 
head.  They can practice making lines, circles, 
shapes, and letters. 
 
Body Writing – How many different body parts 
can you use to write letters?  Try elbows, noses, 
toes, or chins.  You can also write on each other’s 
backs. 
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-Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 
 
Name Cards – Make name cards for the students 
in your class from 8” sentence strips.  Write each 
child’s name 
and glue their 
picture.  Use 
these for songs, 
asking questions, 
transitions, and in 
the writing 
center. 
 
 
Noun Hunt – Give children clip boards and send 
them on a “noun hunt” in the classroom or on the 
playground.  They can draw pictures or write 
words for the people and things that they see. 
 
Verbs, Verbs, Action Words – Play the verb game 
by saying the rhyme below: 
Verbs, verbs, action words 
Things that you can do. 
I’ll say a word, and if it’s a verb, 
Show what you can do. 
Run (Children run in place.) 
Fly (Children pretend to fly.) 
Dog  (Children shout, “That’s not a verb.”) 
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Continue calling out verbs for the children to 
pantomime. 
*You’ll find this song on the CD “Kiss Your Brain.” 
 
Puppet People – Staple photographs of children 
onto straws.  Children can use these for original 
stories or to work out conflicts. 
 
-Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or 
/es/ 
 
Say What?  The teacher walks around the room 
and makes comments about various objects.   
If the teacher says something incorrectly, the 
children shout, “Say what?”   
The teacher says, “Well, you say it the correct 
way.” 
For example:  We have 11 boy in our classroom. 
Say what?  We have 11 boys in our classroom. 
 
I see lots of book. 
Say what?  I see lots of books. 
 
Here Is a Turtle – Teach children this finger play 
using the masculine form. 
Here is a turtle.  (Make a fist and stick out your 
thumb.) 
He lives in his shell.  (Stick thumb in fist.) 
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He likes his home very well.  (Nod fist up and 
down.) 
When he gets hungry he comes out to eat.  (Stick 
out thumb and smack lips.) 
Then he goes back into his house to sleep.  (Put 
thumb in fist and close eyes.) 
Zzzzzzzzz! 
*Say the finger play using the feminine form.  
Here is a turtle.  She lives … 
*Say the finger play using the plural form.  Here 
are two turtles.  They live… 
 
Block Center – Write nouns on 3” x 5” index cards 
and tape to rectangular blocks.  Write “s” on a 3” 
square and tape to a square block.  Children 
add the “s” block to the end of the noun and 
read the word. 
 
Singular and Plural  
(Tune:  “This Old Man” – Kiss Your Brain CD) 
One is book, 2 are books. 
One is cook, more are cooks. 
Add an “s”  to the end of a word 
Makes it plural, haven’t you heard? 
One is toy, two are toys. 
One is boy, more are boys. 
I’ll say a word, then you add an “s.” 
You make it plural - do your best! 

Car   Star   
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Dog   Log 
Cat   Hat 
Ball   Wall 
Coat  Boat 
Tree  Bee 

Now you know what plurals are for. 
Add an “s” when there’s two or more! 
 
 
-Understand and use question words (e.g., who, 
what, where, when, why, how). 
 
Twenty Questions – Draw a picture of an object 
or write a word on a piece of paper.  (Do NOT let 
the children see it.)  They can ask 20 questions to 
try and narrow down the answer.  (Use tally marks 
on the board to record their guesses.) It’s 
amazing how good even young children can 
become at this.  You will need to guide them 
initially by asking questions about categories 
such as living, non-living, animal, person, thing, 
inside, outside, etc. 
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Driver’s License – Create a driver’s license for 
children to encourage them to learn personal 
information, as well as answer questions.   
You might include: 
Name_________ 
Age___________                  Birthday____________ 
Home Address_______________________________ 
City ________  State_______   Zip Code_________ 
Eye Color__________   Hair Color_______________ 

 
Take photos of children to complete their license. 
 
Question Sticks – Write “who, what, where, when, 
why, how” on giant craft sticks.  Insert in a sock.  
Children take turns 
pulling out a stick 
and using the word 
to ask a question. 
What’s in Your Bag?  
- Give each child a 
brown lunch bag.  
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Have them take the bag home and select an 
object that is meaningful to them.  It could be a 
favorite photograph, wrapper from a favorite 
food, object found in nature, something their 
favorite color, etc.  Children take turns guessing 
what is in their classmates’ bags. 
 
Comment Box – A comment box can eliminate 
tattle tales while integrating writing skills.   Run off 
forms with “Who?  When?  Where?  What?” so 
children can write (or draw) things they are 
concerned about.  Cut a slit in a shoebox where 
they can place their comment cards.  Read over 
these at the end of the day and encourage 
classmates to problem solve.  
 
Questions and Statements - You will need two 
lunch sacks 
and a variety 
of small  
classroom 
objects for this 
activity.  Draw 
a question 
mark and write 
“Question” on 
one bag.  Draw 
a period and write “Statement” on the other 
bag.  Fill each bag with several objects.  Children 
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take turns drawing an item from the bag.  If they 
chose the question bag, they must make up a 
question about the item.  If they choose the 
statement bag, then they make up a statement 
about their item. 
 
 
-Use the most frequently occurring prepositions 
(e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with). 
 
Teacher Says – Children sit in a chair to play this 
game similar to “Simon Says.” 
The teacher calls out various prepositions and the 
children act them out accordingly.  For example:  
“Teacher says get behind your chair.  Teacher 
says stand in front of your chair.  Get under your 
chair.  Oops!  Teacher didn’t say!” 
 
Where’s Teddy? – This can be played with a small 
stuffed animal and a box.  The teacher places 
the stuffed toy on, over, under, beside, behind, 
etc. the box.  Children have to make a sentence 
describing where the animal is located. 
For example:  “The bear is under the box.  The 
bear is beside the box.”” 
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Kitty Cat Position Scat – Children can use their 
finger or you can let them make cat finger 
puppets to act out the song below.  The tune is 
“Turkey in the Straw.” 

 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat stretch up high;  (Point up.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat touch the sky. 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, reach down low;  (Point 
down.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, don’t be slow! 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, point to the right;  (Point right.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, out of sight!  (Hands over 
eyes.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, now point left;  (Point left.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, you’re the best! 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, step out front;  (Step forward.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, what a stunt!  
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Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, walk behind;  (Walk 
backwards.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, please be kind. 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, crawl below;  (Get down on 
hands and knees.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, to and fro. 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, climb above;  (Pretend to 
climb up with arms.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, you I love. 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, go between;  ((Put hand 
between legs.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, don’t be mean!  (Shake 
finger.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, now jump over;  (Jump up.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, roll in the clover.  (Roll arms 
around.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, now creep under;  (Put right 
hand under left arm.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, you’re a wonder. 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, reach to the side;  (Reach left 
and then right.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, smile with pride.  (Smile.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, be my friend;  (Hold up left 
hand and pretend to 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, that’s the end!    stroke like a 
kitten with right hand.) 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, you know where you’re at. 
Kitty-cat, kitty-cat, time to scat!  (Slap hands.) 
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Pantomime Pick – Write prepositions on index 
cards.  Read over the words as children define or 
dramatize what the words mean.  Place these in 
a bag.  Children take turns selecting a card and 
then dramatizing it as classmates try and identify 
the word.   
 
-Produce and expand complete sentences in 
shared language activities. 
 
Collaborative Books – Children will be motivated 
to write and read these class books.  Prompt the 
children about the topic of the book, and then 
invite each of them to make a page for the 
book.  You can write the beginning of each 
sentence and then let them complete the 
sentence to go with the picture.   
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Here are some possible topics:    
 
THE BEST THING ABOUT ME  IF I HAD A MILLION DOLLARS 
OUR WISH BOOK   FAMILY CELEBRATIONS 
WHEN I GROW UP   JOKE BOOK 
A BUDDY IS…    HEROES 
MY NIGHTMARE LOOKS LIKE I AM…   I CAN… 
MY WORST/BEST DAY EVER  I LIKE… 
IF SHOES COULD TALK  HAPPINESS IS… 
THE DAY ANIMALS TALKED  THINGS THAT BUG ME… 
WHAT TO DO WHEN A BABY CRIES 
IF I WERE IN CHARGE OF THE WORLD DREAMS 
WHAT DOES THE PRINCIPAL DO ALL DAY?  
IF I WERE THE TEACHER I WOULD I KNOW…   
I’M WORKING ON… 
WE WOULD LIKE TO TELL THE PRESIDENT…  
THINGS THAT BUG US/SCARE US 

 
Hint!  You can let children dictate or write their 
own words. 
 
Language Experience Charts – Extend units of 
study or topics children are interested in by 
recording their comments as you model writing.  
You can do this with a document camera, 
interactive white board, or large chart.  Write a 
topic at the top of the page and then record 
each child’s thoughts.   
 
Circle Story – You will need a small stick, toy, ball, 
or other prop for this activity.  Children sit in a 
circle.  The teacher begins a story and then 



Dr. Jean Feldman – September 2012 – CCSS Activities 
drjean.org 

 

passes the stick to a child who adds to the story.  
As the stick is passed around the circle each 
child contributes to the theme. 
*A stick spray painted gold and dipped in glitter 
makes a cool story stick. 
 
Story Bag – Collect small objects and place them 
in a bag.  Children sit in a circle.  The teacher 
begins a story and then passes the bag to a 
child.  That child selects an object from the bag 
and adds to the story.  Continue passing the bag 
around the circle as each child chooses an 
object and adds to the story. 
 
L.K.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions 
of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 
 
-Capitalize the first word in a sentence. 
 
Stand Up and Sit Down – Explain that a capital 
letter at the beginning of a sentence is like a 
green light.  It means go.  A period at the end is 
like a stop sign.  As you read books, charts, and 
other types of print have children stand up at the 
beginning of a sentence.  Remind them to sit 
down when they come to a period at the end of 
a sentence. 
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Cowboys and Cowgirls – Children get to straddle 
their chairs as if riding a horse.  They stand up at 
the beginning of a sentence and they sit down 
at the end. 
 
Highlight – Children can use highlighter tape or 
markers to focus on the first word in a sentence. 
 
Oops!  Children love to correct the teacher.  
Occasionally as you write on the board forget to 
use correct punctuation.  Tell your students if they 
notice a mistake they can say, “Oops!”  
Encourage them to correct your mistake. 
 
-Recognize and name the punctuation. 
 
Movements Make Meaning – Teach children 
movements for various punctuation marks. 
 Periods tell you when to stop.  Put your palm 
up when you see a period. 
 Question marks mean you want to know 
something.  Put your finger by your brain when 
you see a question mark.  
 Exclamation  points mean your are excited.  
Put your fist up when you see an exclamation 
point.   
 A comma reminds you to take a breath. 
 Quotation marks mean that someone is 
speaking.  Wiggle two fingers in the air. 
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As you read big books, charts, or other print invite 
the children to make appropriate movements. 
 
Punctuation Sticks – Use jumbo craft sticks or 
paint sticks for this activity.   

 
Draw a “.” “?” and “!” on the end of each stick 
with a marker.  Write simple sentences on the 
board.  Take one stick at a time and place it at 
the end of a sentence.  Children practice 
reading with that expression. 
 
ABC?  Say the abc’s according to the 
punctuation marks. 
 A  B  C?   D  E  F  G. 
 H   I  J!   K L M N. 
 O  P  Q?  R   S  T! 
 U   V  W.   X   Y  Z! 
 
*Write nursery rhymes and other familiar poems 
using unusual punctuation. 
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So What?  Read a story in a monotone voice 
without pausing to help children realize the 
importance of punctuation.   
 
-Write a letter or letters for most consonant and 
short-vowel sounds. 
 
Show Me – The teacher calls out a sound and the 
children write it on a dry erase  board or piece of 
paper.  When the teacher says, “Show me” the 
children hold up their letter. 
 
Buddy Writing – Children will need a partner, 
piece of paper, and pencil for this activity.  
Children take turns calling out letters for their 
partner to write.  Encourage them to edit each 
other’s work. 
 
Listen Up – Make a recording for the listening 
center using the song below.  As you sing the 
song children write the letter on a piece of paper 
or dry erase board. 
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Letters You Should Know  (Tune:  “BINGO”) 
 There is a letter you should know, what can 
the letter be, oh? 
 /c/ /c/ it’s a ___ 
 /c/ c/ it’s a ___ 
 The letter C you know. 
 
Palm Pilot – Children hold up one palm and use 
the index finger on the other hand to write on 
their palm.  The teacher calls out sounds as the 
children pretend to write them on their “palm 
pilot.” 
 
-Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on 
knowledge of sound-letter relationships. 
 
Wheel of Fortune  - Think of a child’s name or a 
familiar word.  Put blank lines on the board for 
each letter in the word.  Children call out letters.  
If the letter is in the word, write it on the line.  If 
the letter is not in the word, write it in a “bone 
pile” at the bottom of the board. 
 
Daily Journal – Journal writing each day will 
motivate children to begin writing simple words.  
Encourage them to say the word slowly and write 
down the sounds they hear.  If they can’t write 
the letters, then they can make a line for the 
word. 
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Interactive Writing – The teacher shares the 
writing instrument (marker, pencil, etc.) with the 
students as she models writing skills.  Select a 
topic of interest and ask, “Who can think of 
sentence about ____.  What’s the first word?  
Who can come write that letter for us?  What’s 
the next sound?” and so forth. 
*Document cameras are very useful tools for 
modeling writing. 
 
 
Knowledge of Language 
L.K.3.  (Begins in grade 2) 
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Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
 
L.K.4.  Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on kindergarten reading and 
content. 
 
-Identify new meanings for familiar words and 
apply them accurately (e.g., knowing duck is a 
bird and learning the verb duck). 
 
Riddles, Jokes, and Knock Knocks – Read riddle 
and joke books frequently to children.  Call their 
attention to multiple word meanings.   
 
Amelia Bedelia – Amelia Bedelia and other 
characters will amuse children and  provide 
them with the opportunity to examine word 
meanings. 
 
Word Detectives – Model how to be a word 
detective when you come to a word you don’t 
know.  First, look around the word for clues.  Does 
the sentence give you some information?  Check 
out the sentence before and the sentence after 
for clues.  Look in the word.  Do you see a root 
word, prefix, or ending? 
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Word Wizards -  Brainstorm strategies for learning 
the meaning of an unknown word.  You could 
look in a dictionary, ask the teacher, ask a friend, 
do an internet search, look in a thesaurus, go to 
the library, etc.   
 
-Use the most frequently occurring inflections and 
affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, re-, un-, -re-, ful, -less)as a 
clue to the meaning of an unknown word. 
 
Fly Swatter – Seal an envelope and then cut it in 
half.  Write an ending on the envelope and slip it 

over the end of a fly 
swatter.  Write words 
on the board.   

 
Children take the fly 
swatter and add it to 
the end of words and 
read the new word.   

 
Can they use the 
word in a sentence? 

 
 
Graphic Organizers – Write a word in the middle 
of an attribute web or tic-tac-toe frame.  Write 
endings around the root word.  Children add the 
ending and read the new word. 
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Do You Notice Anything? - Write words with 
similar endings, prefixes, suffixes, etc. on the 
board.  Ask children, “Do you notice anything 
about these words?”  Your students will be much 
more likely to focus on something they “discover” 
for themselves.  Let them take a marker and 
circle the similarities. 
 
Prefixes & Suffixes - Write root words on the 
board.  Write prefixes on index cards with a 
green marker.  Write suffixes with a red marker.  
Pass the cards out to the children.  If they have 
green writing, they place their card in front of the 
root word and read.  If they have red writing, 
they place their card at the end. 
 
Color Code -  Use yellow for circling root words 
on a language experience chart, green for 
prefixes, and red for suffixes. 
 
 
L.K.5.  With guidance and support from adults, 
explore word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. 
 
-Sort common objects into categories (e.g., 
shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the concepts 
the categories represent. 
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Hubbard’s Cupboard – Collect coupons from the 
Sunday paper.  Let the children cut them out.  
Can they group the ones that are alike together?  
How are they the same? 
 
Hula Hoops – Use two hula hoops to group like 
classroom objects.  You could sort by like color, 
use, size, beginning sound, etc.  You could also 
pre-sort the items and challenge children to tell 
you how they are alike. 
 
Sorting Box – Make a sorting box by dividing a 
shoebox in half with a piece of cardboard.  Label 
the sorting box with different categories, such as 
natural and man made, big and little, wants and 
needs, etc.  Children sort pictures into the correct 
category. 
 
Brochure – Fold a piece of paper into thirds to 
make a brochure.  Give children old magazines 
or newspapers.  Ask them to cut out objects and 
glue them in the first section.  Cut out letters and 
put them in the middle section.  Cut out words 
and glue them in the third section. 
*You could also fold a sheet of paper into fourths 
and use it for sorting different types of animals, 
foods, toys, etc. 
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Alike and Different – Use a Venn diagram to 
compare and contrast letters with lines, circles, 
and lines and circles.   
*Use the Venn to compare and contrast apples 
and pumpkins, students in your classroom, books 
by the same author, etc. 
 
T-Chart – T-charts are another visual 
representation that 
can be used for 
comparing objects 
that are real and 
pretend, healthy 
foods and junk 
foods,  behaviors 
of bullies and 
buddies, etc. 
 
 
-Demonstrate understanding of frequently 
occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them 
to their opposites (antonyms). 
 
Antonym Actions - Let children act out words 
that are opposite.  For example, if the teacher 
says “happy” the children make a “sad” face.  If 
the teacher says “front” the children turn around 
and show their back. 
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Opposite Book - Take pictures of children making 
opposite motions and put them together to 
make a class book. 

 
 
Opposite Song  
(Tune: “Shortnin’ Bread” – Totally Reading CD) 
You can do opposites, opposites, opposites. 
You say the opposite word after me. 
Hot (Cold)  Big  (Little) 
Near (Far)  Fast  (Slow) 
North (South) Loud  (Soft) 
On  (Off)  Tall  (Short) 
Boy (Girl)  Black  (White) 
Laugh  (Cry)  Good  (Bad) 
Sweet (Sour) Wet  (Dry) 
Full  (Empty)  Beginning- and “The End.” 
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Backwards Day – Children will get a kick out of 
planning a “backwards day.”  Remind them to 
wear clothing inside out and work through your 
daily schedule from the bottom up.  Start with a 
good-bye song and end your day with the 
Pledge of Allegiance and a greeting.  At lunch 
eat your dessert first.  What else can the children 
suggest? 
 
Flip Book – Fold a sheet of paper into eighths.  
Open.  Cut down half way on each creased line 
as shown.  Children draw a picture on the front 
and the opposite underneath. 
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-Identify real-life connections between words 
and their use (e.g. note places at school that are 
colorful). 
 
Logographic Reading – Ask children to cut out 
words that they can read from old magazines or 
newspapers.  Label a poster “We Can Read” 
and have the children glue their words to the 
poster. 

 
*Children could make individual “I Can Read” 
books at home with their parents. 
 
School Supply Catalogs - Use pictures from 
school supply catalogs for classroom labels and 
center signs. 
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Photos from School and Community – Take 
pictures around your school and community and 
use them for a bulletin board or a book. 
For example:  Look!  Look!  It’s the U.S. Post 
Office. 
 
Deck the Room – Go on a “word hunt” around 
the school and see if 
you can find an 
object or word for 
each letter of the 
alphabet.   
 
Write these down 
and use them to sing 
this song to the tune 
of “Deck the Hall.” 
 
 
 
Deck the room with 
letters and sounds. 
Abcdefg 
Listen up and look around.  
Hijklmnop 
Get a book and you will see 
Qrstuv 
Words and letters read with me 
Wxyz 
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A for alphabet /a/a/a/ 
B for boys /b/b/b/b/ 
C for cafeteria  D for door 
E for exit   F for fun 
G for girls   H for hall 
I for inch   J for jump rope 
K for kids   L for library 
M for music   N for note 
O for office   P for P.E. 
Q for quiet   R for restroom 
S for singing   T for teacher 
U for understand V for voices 
W for worksheets X “x” marks the spot 
Y for yellow   Z the end of the alphabet 
 
*Take photographs of different signs in your 
school or community and use them to make an 
alphabet book . 
 
Alphabet Candy – Take 26 sheets of paper and 
write a different letter on each page.  Make a 
cover and back for the book.  Children bring in 
candy wrappers and glue them under the 
appropriate letter. 
 
Hint!  This is really fun after Halloween. 
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Box Tops – Have children bring in empty food 
boxes from home.  Cut the fronts and backs off 
the boxes.  Mix them up, and then ask the 
children to match the fronts and the backs.  You 
could also play a memory game with the box 
tops. 

 
 

Clothes – Read labels on clothes children wear to 
school, such as T-shirts, sports shoes, etc. 
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Pizza Hut – Collect sacks or napkins from 
restaurants and use to sing the “Pizza Hut” song. 
 
Pizza Hut, Pizza Hut, 
Kentucky Fried Chicken 
And Pizza Hut.  
 
Pizza Hut, Pizza Hut, 
Kentucky Fried 
Chicken 
And Pizza Hut. 
 
MacDonald’s, 
MacDonald’s, 
Kentucky Fried 
Chicken 
And Pizza Hut. 
MacDonald’s, MacDonald’s, 
Kentucky Fried Chicken 
And Pizza Hut. 
 
Burger King and Taco Bell 
 
Dairy Queen and Arby’s 
 
Red Lobster and Wendy’s 
 
*hubbardscupboard.com is a terrific website for 
environmental print. 
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-Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs 
describing the same general action (e.g., walk, 
march strut, prance) by acting out the meanings. 
 
Pantomime – Children act out different ways 
they can move across the room as friends 
identify the word. 
 
Web Words – Write a frequently used word, such 
as “like” or “have” in the middle of a web.  Have 
children brainstorm similar words as you write 
them on the web. 
 
Zombie Dance – Play some catchy music as 
children move appropriately to the words that 
you call out. 
Stand up…Let’s march….Let’s hop…Let’s 
tiptoe…Let’s run…Let’s swim...Let’s fly…Let’s twirl 
around…Let’s jump…Let’s gallop…Let’s 
dance…Sit and smile! 
 
Books Alive – After reading a book to the class, 
go back and look at the illustrations.  Encourage 
children to describe the movements of different 
characters in the book.  Can they move like 
that? 
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L.K.6.  Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading and being read to, and 
responding to texts. 

Echo Song - The teacher sings the first line and 
the children answer singing the second line.  
“Where Is Thumbkin?” is the tune. 
 Who has two eyes?   (Teacher asks) 
 I have two eyes.      (Children respond) 
 Who has one nose? (Teacher asks) 
 I have one nose.  (Children respond) 
   
 Who has two ears (Teacher asks) 
 I have two ears.   (Children respond) 
 Now we know.  (Clap and sing 
together) 
 Now we know. 
Continue singing other questions about eye 
color, pets, siblings, likes, hobbies, etc. 
 
Finger Plays and Nursery Rhymes – Write titles of 
rhymes and finger plays on sentence strips.  (Add 
visual cues for beginning readers.)  Place these in 
a pocket chart.  Whenever you have a few extra 
minutes invite a child to choose one and lead 
the class in repeating the rhyme. 
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Sparkle Word – Choose a different word each 
day to be the “sparkle” word.  Whenever the 
children hear the teacher or classmate using the 
word they get to whistle, clap their hands, jump 
up, or make another silly movement. 
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Range, Quality, & Complexity 
 
Stories - Includes children’s adventure stories, 
folktales, legends, fables, fantasy, realistic fiction, 
and myth. 
 
Dramas - Includes staged dialogue and brief 
familiar scenes. 
 
Poetry - Includes nursery rhymes and the 
subgenres of the narrative poem, limerick, and 
free verse poems. 
 
Informational Text - Includes biographies and 
autobiographies; books about history, social 
studies, science, and the arts; technical texts, 
including directions, forms, and information 
displayed in graphs, charts, or maps; and digital 
sources on a range of topics. 
 
 
Note:  Appendix B has sample texts. See 
Downloads for a live link,  
 
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf 
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Visit Dr. Jean’s blog where 
she provides new ideas, suggestions 

and materials almost every day. 
 
 
 

http://drjeanandfriends.blogspot.com 
 


