
 

                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
“You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you. 
Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord, is the Rock eternal.” -– Isaiah 26:3-4 
 
Trusting during camps 
A while back, we were given “Trusting God—Even When Life Hurts” by Jerry Bridges.  I read 
it through and thought it is was great although we weren’t necessarily struggling with trust at 
the time.  As we prepared for camps in May, we decided to make “Trusting God” the theme of 
our teaching, using a lot of the principles from the book.  At the time we didn’t know how much 
those biblical principles were going to help us in the weeks ahead! 
 
The camps went great.  Samuel Family (from Kasana Children’s Center) came for 5 days and 
had some really impacting times of reconciliation within the family.  Several of the youth made 
decisions to move to the next step in their walk with the Lord, specifically in stepping up in 
their roles as men and women.  The family leaders did a great job of putting together the 
teaching and we were glad to facilitate their retreat.  Right before two weeks of camp with 
1MoreChild, a team of 7 from the World Race arrived.  They were SUCH a blessing in helping 
to run camp for the boys and girls, even stepping in as counselors and aiding with teaching!   
 
Some unwanted bogs had floated into our swimming area during this time.  We were grateful 
for the Lord’s protection of all of our swimmers as we killed a snake coming from the bog right 
by our swimming area!  Please pray for the removal of these bogs for safety as well as to 
maintain a desirable, useable beach. 
 
Trusting with Community Relations  

Thank you for all who prayed for Nansubuga, our stubborn squatter!  The Lord did a miracle 
and softened her heart towards us!  In the end, she happily accepted compensation and is 
now a “friend” of the ministry—praise the Lord!   
 
In the meantime, we have had some uprisings from disgruntled villagers within Nalamuli.  We 
are re-routing the community road through our property.  Our choice will benefit both the 
camp and community as part of the original road is washed out because of the lake’s high 
water levels.  Change is hard and fought though.  Unfortunately, nine Nalamuli villagers have 
landed themselves in prison (not by our doing!) after a series of acts of violence in Nalamuli: 
burning a house, stoning a house, and mildly attacking one of our security guards (not to 
mention the annoying habit of openly defecating both along the new road and on our beach).   
 
We have had some government officials come to help with the situation by request of the man 
whose home was burned down.  We were encouraged in that these officials could see that 
Musana Camps was not doing anything wrong and was not trying to harm anyone.  Of 
course, their “siding” with us backfired and the Nalamuli villagers opposing us accused us of 
bribing them!  Please pray for the hearts of these villagers…for their eyes to be opened by the 
LIGHT!  I keep praying Isaiah 9:2: “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.”  
We pray that as we stand for Truth in a loving way, that the Lord will use Musana Camps to 
help the people of Nalamuli walk from darkness into light. 
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Trusting for Staff  
  As this ministry grows, we are   
  feeling the need for more staff!   
  Here’s an update on staffing… 
• Medie and Eva are expecting 

baby #1 in December!   
Please pray for Eva and the 
baby’s health.  Eva has 
fibroids which have been 
causing growing pain.  Please 
pray for them to miraculously 
lessen in size so her pain will 
not increase in the next 
months. 

• The Jackson family is set to 
return to Uganda August 7! 

• Our accountant, Namukasa, 
recently left.  Pray for her 
position to be filled—Syd is 
overwhelmed by accounting 
and can’t keep up to it all! 

• There is a man with his family 
interested in coming to fill the 
pastoral role at Musana—very 
excited if this works out! 

• Recent medical issues have 
highlighted our need for a 
good doctor/nurse to staff our 
future clinic. Please pray! 

• Praying for the following:  
program coordinator and 
construction assistant. 
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Syd and Andrea Sparks 
528 West Court St.  

Elkhorn, WI 53121  
sydnandrea@gmail.com 

www.sparksnews.net  

While in the US - 605-210-2515 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

Trusting in Personal Lives  

Throughout this past month, we have been learning how to more deeply trust our Heavenly 
Father through some medical emergencies.  First was a miscarriage that landed us in the 
hospital because of complications.  We were so sad to lose our little baby, but comforted 
knowing that he or she is now with the Lord!  And because of the complications, we were so 
grateful for the Lord keeping my life in the midst of it all.  Two weeks later, Eva choked on a  
peanut and in the process got it stuck in her lung which brought us back to the hospital.  We 
are so grateful for the Lord’s protection and the care and prayers of so many of His people.  
At one point we thought we were going to have to go to Nairobi to get help, but a network of 
doctors were finally able to locate the correct sized instrument and Eva was helped right here 
in Uganda and is now ok.  Because it took us several days to even realize that what had 
happened to Eva was a major problem, we were trusting out of ignorance.  Once we realized 
that Eva’s wheezing (but otherwise normal) breathing was an emergency, we started to 
struggle with our levels of trust!  This was an interesting lesson in trust…realizing that there 
are so many things that the Lord keeps and protects us from that we don’t even know about!  
Why do we ever fail to trust His loving, able Hand.  In good or bad circumstances, we can 
know that He is in control, always good, always loving, and always wise.   
 
Most recently, we found out that Syd has a growth covering half of his vocal chord.  We are 
thankful that the doctor noticed this and are now looking to the Lord for the next step which 
will involve a biopsy and surgery in either Kenya, South Africa or the USA.  Please pray for 
healing and for wisdom as we seek out a good place and doctor skilled in this operation!  

Visitors  

We can see God’s perfect timing through all of this in that Syd’s sister, Keisha, has been with 
us since May!  She has been such a blessing and we are so grateful she decided to join us for 
the summer!  She’s been helping with the kids (we even have been able to have a few “dates”!  
Not too many places to go, but we’ve sure enjoyed the alone time together J), helping to 
prepare for and host visitors, and painting a beautiful mural!  The mural is a picture of the  
camp and Nalamuli looking from the lake.  We put a verse with it: “Be still and know that I am 
God.  I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth” (Ps. 46:10; italics 
added).  As many people, we need the reminder to be still before the Lord…to wait on Him and 
let our life and ministry flow out of a heart resting in Him instead of striving on our own.  The 
second part of the verse is a constant tug-of-the-heart reminder to us to pray for the people of 
Nalamuli (especially as we see the painting of their village right there).  How amazing that one 
day they WILL all acknowledge Jesus as Lord and they WILL all bow before Him.  We just  
pray that they choose to do that in THIS life!  There is such hope in those words as well— 
Jesus has the complete power to change the hearts of our neighbors so that He WILL be 
exalted in their midst…even in this life! 
 
In other news, the same time that we picked up Keisha, we had to say good-bye to my uncle 
and family (Steve, Tess, Sam-12, Seth-10, and Tim-8).  It was much fun to have them with us 
and they blessed us with the help that they were around camp—from road building to helping 
with camps to loving on our kids and just sharing life for 6 weeks.  Malachi and Eva had a blast 
with 3 cousins around and they are still talking about them.  I recently asked Malachi what was 
his favorite thing to do at the camp.  His answer?  Playing soccer at the site with Sam J 
 
We have just enjoyed having Kate and Beth Kirchner at the camp again.  They brought a team 
of seven back in 2010—a lot has changed since then!  We enjoyed having them join our family 
for 1 ½ weeks—they were great with the kids and it was nice to have help as we prepared for 
camps.  They also put together outdoor education lessons, a game manual, and songbook.  
During their visit, 3 groups of people from Kasana came to use the guest house.  It’s exciting to 
offer this as a place of rest and refreshment to NHU staff and others. 
 
In Closing  
Tomorrow we have a group of worship leaders from Kampala Baptist Church coming for a 2-
day retreat.  And the following week Watoto Children’s Center is sending their students heading 
to university for a “health camp”.  Please be praying for these camps.  Following them, we look 
forward to a team from Calvary Community Church in Wisconsin being here for about a week. 
 
Thanks for reading!  May we each keep trusting our Abba Father… 

even when life is hard!  

Keisha! 

The pieces of peanut 
taken from Eva’s lung 

Some of the bogs 
on the lake 


