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Claiming a division between God and science is one of the key moves by 
the anti-theistic intelligentsia. Some people are fond of saying that science 
and God are enemies.  Is this true?  Does such a position even make 
sense?  Do we have to choose between science and Christianity? 

 
1. Christianity gave birth to modern science 
 
If Science and God are enemies, then we would expect there to be no 
scientists who are Christians.  But, there is the promise of Romans 1:20. 

 
a. Many famous scientists saw their academic work as a natural 

outworking from their belief in God.  Cf. Peter Harrison’s The Fall of 
Man and the Foundations of Modern Science.  Galileo, Kepler, 
Pascal, Boyle, Newton, Faraday, Babbage, Mendel, Pasteur, 
Kelvin, Clerk-Maxwell were all theists, most of them Christians. 

b. Some present day scientists have moved from atheism to faith 
precisely because of new scientific discoveries.  F.S. Collins’ The 
Language of God describes one such case. 

 

2. Scientific Information demands non-scientific value 
judgments. 

 
There is an overlap between scientific data and what we ought to do with 
that data.  Science discovers the what but we need another system to tell 
us what is good and right and true, the why. 
 
The two major movements that most pronouncedly declared God to be 
dead and science to take its place were the French Revolution and the 
Bolshevik Revolution – both ended in atrocities.   
 
We can take new developments in eugenics as a test case.  Science has 
discovered how to manipulate genes in order to produce more favorable 
traits in human beings.  But are there consequences for genetically 
modifying humans?  Who chooses which traits are favorable? 

3. The most important categories for human existence are 
non-material and therefore, not testable by the scientific 
method.   

 
Love, hope, justice, “the laws of nature” (the laws describe what exists), the 
laws of logic, human intuitions – all of these categories are not verifiable in 
the laboratory.  If the hard naturalists were consistent, then these categories 
ought to be eliminated from human life. 
 
Sir Peter Medawar, who won the Nobel Prize for his work in immunology, 
wrote in The Limits of Science that the scientific method has no way of 
arriving at “transcendent” questions.  These include “How did everything 
begin?”, “What are we all here for?” and “What is the point of living?” 
  

Our Response: Science directs us towards true worship 
 
We do not have to choose between God and science.  In fact, science is a 
way of worshiping God.  Science and God have a mutually enriching 
relationship.  When we see how the natural world works and when we arrive 
at the laws that describe the natural world, we come to see how smart the 
Maker is. 
 
“In His hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to 
Him. The sea is His, for He made it, and His hands formed the dry land” 
Psalm 95:4-5, Cf. Job 37:14-16 
 
“Great are the works of the Lord; they are pondered by all who delight in 
them.”  Psalm 111:2 
 
We should not be afraid of science nor should we consider it “evil”.  
Conversely, science celebrates God’s making of our minds and the majesty 
of His creation. 
 
John Lennox, God’s Undertaker: Has Science Buried God? 
Alister McGrath, The Dawkins Delusion, Ch. 2 
John Polkinghorne, Exploring Reality: The Intertwining of Science and 
Religion (He’s written a number of books on this topic). 
Ravi Zacharias, ed. Beyond Opinion, Ch. 6 


