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Words are valuable.  The Bible has a lot to say about words.  Sayings like 
“death and life are in the power of the tongue” (Proverbs 18.21) can be 
found throughout the Bible.  Jesus is introduced in John’s Gospel as “the 
Word” and God’s message comes to us through His Word, Scripture. 
 
Jesus wanted the message of the Gospel to go forth with spoken words 
from His followers (Matthew 28.18-20, Acts 1.8). 
 

1.) Peter and John use words to advance the message of 
Jesus. 
 
This is the beginning of the formal persecution of the church.  Peter and 
John are “speaking to the people” and “teaching the people and 
proclaiming” (Acts 4.1-2).  While they are bound, their words are not! 
 
Those who became Christians did so on account of having “heard the word” 
(Acts 4.4). 
 
This relates well with what Paul says in Romans. “Faith comes from 
hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Rom. 10.17). 
 
It comes as no surprise, then, that the authorities “charged them not to 
speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus” (Acts 4.18). 
 

2.) God’s Holy Spirit gives power to average words. 
 
The power of the Holy Spirit gives Peter the strength and the courage to 
speak about Jesus (Acts 4.8).  Later in the chapter, the believers prayed 
that God would grant them the ability to “speak your Word with all boldness” 
(Acts 4.29, 31). 
 
Many of us object to speaking about Jesus because we feel we do not have 
the right credentials.  We must notice that those listening to Peter and John 
“perceived that they were uneducated, common men” (Acts 4.13). 

God grants Peter, a fisherman, the ability to speak convincingly to the 
intellectuals and leaders of his time.  He’s come a long way from his denials 
a few weeks previously (Luke 22.54-62). 
 
It is God who authenticates His Word.  The authorities “recognized that they 
had been with Jesus” (Acts 4.13).  When we walk by faith, we look for 
opportunities to speak about Jesus, trusting in God to authenticate our 
normal human words. 
 
As we see people become Christians and tell their testimonies, we have 
evidence of changed lives (Acts 4.14). 
 
*God uses average people with average vocabularies to advance His 
Kingdom. 
 

3.) The completed work of Jesus is the focus of our words. 
 
Christianity is the most inclusive of the world religions.  Jesus’ message 
remains unchanged across class, race, level of education, intelligence, etc.  
Each of us stands separated from God.  We all need the work of Jesus on 
the cross. 
 
In this sense, Christianity is exclusive because it is by Jesus alone, the 
God-man, that we are put right with God (Acts 4.12). 
*See sermon from June 4, 2017 for more on this topic. 

 

Many will cast Jesus aside as irrelevant, but He is, in fact, the foundation 
stone for a relationship with God (Acts 4.11 and the citation from Psalm 
118.2).  Jesus is a source of confidence and hope rather than a limitation. 

 
A Challenge 
 
How can we do a better job of speaking about Jesus?  We must be 
thoughtful about how we engage others, speak sincerely about our faith, 
and continue to walk through life with them. 
 
Are there chances for me to share a Bible verse with someone?  Can I tell 
someone what God is doing in my life?   


